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The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  cor- 
rect, and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 

Cash  on  hand  January  1st,  1873    $4,057  33 

School  fund  from  the  State     305  31 

School-books  sold   605  33 

Sale  school-house,  Chiltonville   123  50 

Dog-fund  from  the  County   367  04 

Errors  in  bills  paid   5  01 

Militia  reimbursements   201  80 

Amount  carried  forward,   $5,605  32 


Amount  brought  forward,   $5,665  32 

Taxes,  1870    73  54 

Taxes,  1871   1,238  29 

Taxes,  1872    780  36 

Taxes,  1873    6,235  70 

Taxes,  1874     47,240  93 

National  Bank  taxes   7,880  40 

Alms-house  reimbursement   700  17 

Water  rents  and  materials   10,725  80 

Circus  licenses   100  00 

Interest  on  taxes   392  34 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   450  00 

Agawam  and  Half-Way  Pond  fishery   172  13 

J.  C.  Fuller,  Liquor  Agent,  refunded   350  00 

Fines  for  violation  of  Town  By-Laws   14  00 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   15  00 

Rebate  interest   56  07 

Interest  on  Training  Green  account   34  65 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   258  40 

Road  department  reimbursements   584  50 

State  aid  reimbursements   6,058  34 

National  Bank  tax  from  State   4,079  53 

Reimbursement  for  insane  Poor   112  50 

Corporation  tax       5,477  66 

Fire  department  reimbursements   8  48 

Small  Pox,  &c,  (contingent  reimbursements)   574  20 

A.  M.  Diaz  and  Emma  Davee  loans   500  00 

Sale  of  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  bonds   40,922  80 

Accrued  interest  on  same  1   198  46 

Accrued  interest  on  deposit   30  97 


$140,930  54 
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The  Treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments  as 


follows : 

400  shares  of  Duxbury  and  Coh asset  Kailroad  $40,125  69 

State  tax       5,480  00 

Bank  tax   4,184  68 

County  tax  *   4,588  76 

New  steamer  No.  2   3,609  25 

Cedarville  school-house   1,663  57 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   502  75 

Widows   154  00 

Water  scrip  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

Water  Works  and  interest  on  scrip   11,192  63 

Watch  and  Police   900  00 

T  easurer's  salary   500  00 

Town  debt  interest   4,746  38 

Collector  of  Taxes  ,   450  00 

Sexton   125  00 

State  aid   3,292  75 

Schools   16,957  76 

Roads  and  bridges   7,736  87 

New  roads   4,886  90 

Insane  Poor   2,102  50 

Poor   6,884  06 

Abatements   1,189  62 

Herring  money                                                  .  .  307  60 

Fire  department   3,483  62 

Burial  Hill   88  12 

Contingent.   4,264  97 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House    830  37 

Assessors   907  80 

Cash  on  hand   8,274  89 


$140,930  54 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  ssveral  appropriations  are  as 
follows : 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   $12  83 

Burial  Hill   32  95 

Contingent   1,124  13 

Abatements   800  81 

New  roads   1,944  58 

Collector  of  taxes   4  59 

Town  debt   1,736  58 

Watch  and  Police   261  25 

Widows   188  01 

Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Eailroad   1,026  54 

Fresh  Brook   56  72 

Training  Green   604  25 


$7,793  24 

The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriations  are  as  follows  : 

Assessors    $231  66 

Fire  department   452  18 

Poor   55  41 

Insane  Poor    338  39 

Roads  and  bridges   158  98 

Schools   587  29 

Water  Works   557  65 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   29  95 

Herring  money   51  86 

Cedarville  school-house ....   163  57 

Steamer  No.  2   109  25 


$2,736  19 
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TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan. 

Forty  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  June  1st,  1855; 

payable  June  1st,  1885   $40,000  00 

One  hundred  and  twenty  $100  6  per  cent,  bonds, 

dated  June  1st,  1855;  payable  June  1st,  1875 .  12,000  00 
Thirty  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  June  1st, 

1855  ;  payable  Juue  1st,  1885    30,000  00 

Twenty  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  Aug.  1st, 

1864;  payable  Aug.  1st,  1894   20,000  00 

Total  issue  $102,000  00 

DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  KaILROAD  LOAN. 

Forty  $1,000  7  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  April  1st,  1874  ; 

payable  April  1st,  1884   $40,000  00 

Funded  Debt. 
Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  April  13th, 

1863 ;  interest,  7  per  cent,  on  demand   $5,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  April  13th, 

1868 ;  payable  in  ten  years ;  interest,  6  per  cent.  5,000  00 
Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  Sept.  18th, 

1868 ;  payable  in  ten  years ;  interest,  6  per  cent.  5,000  00 
Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  Sept.  18th, 

1868 ;  payable  in  ten  }Tears ;  interest,  6  per  cent.  5,000  00 
Note  to  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  dated  Feb.  18th, 

1868 ;  payable  in  ten  years ;  interest,  6  per  cent.  6,724  65 
Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  dated  Aug.  5th, 


1872,  on  demand  ;  interest,  7  per  cent   12,500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  dated  Jan.  1st, 

1872,  on  demand;  interest,  7  per  cent   2,500  00 

Amount  carried  fonuard,  $41,724  65 
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Amount  brought  forward,   $41,724  65 

Note  to  Henry  Sherman,  on  demand ;  interest,  6  per 

cent   1,250  00 

Note  to  Reuben  Sherman,    on  demand ;  interest, 

6  per  cent   1,600  00 

Note  to  Emma  Davee,  on  demand;  interest,  6  per 

cent   300  00 

Note  to  A.  M.  Diaz,  on  demand  ;  interest,  6  per  cent.  200  00 
Note  to  B.  L.  Battles,  on  demand;  interest,  6  per  cent.       100  00 

$45,174  65 

Balance  of  undrawn  appropriations   7,793  24 

$52,967  89 

To  meet  which  are  : 

Uncollected  taxes,  1869    $31  22 

Uncollected  taxes,  1870    57  20 

Uncollected  taxes,  1871  ...       363  07 

Uncollected  taxes,  1872    1,666  83 

Uncollected  taxes,  1873    2,414  48 

Uncollected  taxes,  1874  .  ...     8,840  67 

 $13,373  47 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid   3,292  75 

Cash  on  hand   8,274  89 

Uncollected  water  rents   500  00 

 $25,441  11 

Net  debt   $27,526  78 

Outstanding  debt  Doc.  31st,  1873   26,964  97 


Increase  the  past  year   $561  81 


The  bonded  debt  of  the  Town  has  been  increased  the  past 
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year  in  the  sum  of  $40,000.00,  to  pay  for  400  shares  of  stock 
in  the  extension  of  the  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  to 
Kingston,  as  authorized  by  a  vote  of  the  Town. 

The  water  loan,  amounting  to  $102,000,  remains  the  same, 
but  the  sinking  fund,  authorized  by  the  Town  to  retire  that 
portion  of  the  bonds  falling  due  June  1st,  1875,  has  been 
increased  to  the  sum  of  $11,224,  and  will,  it  is  estimated  by 
the  Trustees,  accumulate  before  the  maturity  of  the  bonds  by 
interest  and  dividends  from  the  same,  so  that  the  amount 
necessary  to  be  raised  to  retire  the  bonds  will  not  excee  d 
$500.00,  and  which  is  recommended  as  an  appropriation  to 
meet  it. 

The  funded  debt  of  the  Town,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment, amounts  to  $45,174.65,  with  balance  on  hand  in  the  shape 
of  taxes,  &c,  which  will  reduce  it  to  $27,526.78,  and  which  shows 
an  increase  in  the  debt  over  last  year  of  $561.81. 

The  increase  is  occasioned  by  payments  on  account  of  new 
steam  fire  engine,  Cedarville  school-house,  and  change  of  pipe 
between  A.  G.  Morton's  and  G.  W.  Cobb's,  and  fitting  up  tem- 
porary location  for  new  steamer,  in  all  $5,754.00,  less  the 
difference  in  overdrawn  balances  from  last  year  and  increased 
revenue  over  estimates.  The  appropriations  to  meet  the  above 
payments  were  made  after  the  annual  meeting,  and  the  Select- 
men were  authorized  to  hire  money  for  the  same.  The  pay- 
ments have  been  met  from  the  Treasury  without  recourse  to 
^oans,  and  shows  a  more  favorable  exhibit  than  was  anticipated 
when  the  appropriations  were  made. 

Tn  case  the  different  departments  shall  confine  themselves 
strictly  to  the  appropriation,  the  debt  will  not  be  increased, 
and  the  burden  of  taxes  may  hereafter  be  lightened,  which  is 
desirable  in  view  of  the  depressed  state  of  business,  which 
makes  taxation  still  more  burdensome. 
2 
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There  should  be  a  steady  purpose  maintained  to  reduce  as 
fast  as  possible,  without  increasing  the  present  rate  of  taxation,, 
the  funded  and  temporary  debt  which  was  incurred  chiefly 
during  the  years  of  the  war,  and  which  it  has  been  the 
intention  should  be  gradually  reduced  until  it  is  fully  paid. 
As  the  appropriations  for  this  year  will  be  reduced,  and  allow 
a  reduction  of  the  debt,  an  appropriation  of  $2,000.00  is  recom- 
mended for  that  purpose. 

There  are  no  claims  or  unsettled  accounts  against  the  Town 
known  to  the  Selectmen  except  in  the  Poor  department,  and  the 
result  in  those  cases  is  not  likely  to  result  unfavorably  to  the 
Town,  as  the  claims  we  have  against  other  towns  will  fully  offset, 
it  is  thought,  any  claims  upon  us.  The  item  of  uncollected 
taxes  is  a  large  one,  and  if  some  plan  for  a  more  prompt  col- 
lection can  be  devised,  it  would  relieve  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury,  and  require  a  less  resort  to  loans,  which  is  desirable. 
A  larger  sum  remains  uncollected  than  at  the  close  of  last  year ; 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  amount  is  an  individual  tax.  Not- 
withstanding the  high  rate  of  interest  charged  to  delinquent 
tax-payers,  the  loss  to  the  Town,  by  reason  of  inability  from 
various  causes  to  pay  an  accumulation  of  taxes,  which  could 
have  been  met  more  easily  when  small,  will  offset  what  other- 
wise would  appear  a  gain  on  the  part  of  the  town. 


TOWN  DEBT  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


By  balance  from  old  account  

Appropriation  

Interest  on  taxes  

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans  anticipated 


$2,034  55 
4,000  00 
392  34 
56  07 


$6,482  96 


1) 


Dr. 


To  payment  in  1874 


$4,746  38 


Undrawn 


$1,736  58 


The  annual  interest  on  Town  debt,  exclusive  of  water  debt, 
has  been  increased  in  the  sum  of  $2,830,  to  provide  for  interest 
on  bonds  for  stock  in  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  and  indi- 
vidual loans,  and  which  makes  the  interest  to  be  provided  for 
annually,  including  interest  on  temporary  loans  in  anticipation 
of  taxes,  as  estimated  on  the  basis  of  last  year,  $6,210.48,  as  the 
amount  may  be  varied  by  the  temporary  loans,  which  cannot 
be  correctly  estimated.  An  appropriation  of  $4,500  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same,  in  addition  to  the  balance  on  hand,  is 
recommended. 


SCHOOLS. 


Dr. 


To  balance  undrawn  Dec.  31st,  1873 
Payments  in  1874  


$535  72 
16,957  76 


$17,493  48 


Cr. 


By  appropriation  

Massachusetts  school  fund  

Errors  

Dog  fund  

Sale  of  books  

Sale  of  school -house  at  Chiltonville  . 


$15,500  00 


305  31 
5  01 
367  04 
605  33 
123  50 


$16,906  29 


Overdrawn  , 

Orders  drawn  not  paid 


....  $587  29 
$57  39 


The  deficiency  in  the  above  account  has  been  caused  chiefly 
for  enlargement  and  repairs  on  the  Chiltonville  school-house, 
for  which  no  special  appropriation  was  made. 

The  Committee  hope  to  provide  for  the  same  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  this  year,  and  recommend  the  same  appropri- 
ation as  last  year,  viz.,  $15,500. 


WATER  WORKS. 
Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance  Deo.  31st,  1873    $5,790  82 

Payment  in  1874,  interest  on  scrip   6,084  00 


Repairs,  extensions,  and  general  expenses   ....       5,108  63 

$16,983  45 

Ob. 

By  water  rents,  &c  $10,725  80 

Appropriation   5,700  00 

 $16,425  80 

Overdrawn   $557  65 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   $90  67 


The  expenditures  on  the  Water  Works,  exclusive  of  interest 
on  scrip,  has  been  $5,108.63,  about  $2,500  of  which  is  for  exten- 
sions and  change  of  pipe  between  A.  G.  Morton's  and  G.  W. 
Cobb's,  leaving  the  sum  of  $2,608,  as  the  general  expense  of 
management,  materials,  &c.  The  report  of  the  Commissioners 
will  more  fully,  it  is  expected,  explain  the  different  items  of 
expenditure. 

The  income  from  Water  Works  has  increased,  although  in 
the  above  receipts  are  included  a  considerable  sum  which  was 
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in  arrears  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  The  annual 
income,  if  fully  collected,  will,  it  is  estimated,  amount  to  about 
$8,500. 

It  has  been  the  practice  for  some  time  to  draw  from  this  fund 
for  extensions,  whenever  the  Commissioners  should  decide  that 
the  same  would  pay  six  per  cent,  upon  the  cost,  and  which  has 
not  in  all  cases  warranted  the  estimated  income.  The  large 
outlay  made  last  year,  in  extending  the  water  pipes  to  the  Clif- 
ford House,  has  not  as  yet  paid  but  a  fraction  of  the  interest  on 
its  cost,  while  not  one  dollar  has  as  yet  been  collected  from  the 
Clifford  House,  for  whose  benefit  the  extension  was  chiefly 
made,  and  the  only  income  is  derived  from  the  few  takers  on 
the  route. 

The  Selectmen  would  recommend  that  in  future  only  the 
interest  on  scrip,  and  expenses  of  general  management  and 
repairs,  should  be  charged  to  this  account,  and  that  all  exten- 
sions should  be  provided  for  by  direct  appropriation,  and  only 
when  authorized  by  the  Town.  This  would  allow  the  surplus 
income,  if  any,  to  be  appropriated  to  a  sinking  fund,  and  which 
would  retire  a  portion  of  the  bonds  falling  due  in  1885. 

The  amount  of  uncollected  water  rents  on  the  Collector's 
books  is  $935.71,  of  which  only  about  $500.00  is  considered 
good.  A  portion  of  the  balance  may  be  collected ;  but  in  esti- 
mating  it  as  assets  of  the  Town,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
include  it. 

The  vote  passed  by  the  Town  last  Spring  which  instructed 
the  Water  Commissioners  to  cause  the  water  to  be  shut  off  from 
all  parties  in  arrears  until  the  same  should  have  been  fully  paid, 
has  not  been  fully  complied  with,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the 
item  of  uncollected  water  rents. 

The  vote  should  be  strictly  complied  with,  otherwise  the  Town 
loses  not  only  the  interest  on  all  such  amounts  outstanding,  but 
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in  many  cases  the  entire  amount.  As  no  penalty  attaches  to 
water  rents  in  arrears,  as  in  the  case  of  taxes,  to  reimburse 
the  town,  there  is  no  inducement  for  the  taker  to  pay  his  rent, 
and  no  fears  that  he  will  lose  it  unless  the  law  is  promptly 
enforced. 

The  deficiency  in  this  account  will  be  provided  for  from 
Income,  and  no  appropriation  is  recommended. 


BO  ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Dr. 

To  balance  overdrawn  Dec.  31st,  1873    $1,006  61 

Payments  in  1874   7,736  87 

$8,743  48 

Ob. 

By  reimbursements   $584  50 

Appropriations   8,000  00 

 $8,584  50 

Balance  overdrawn   $158  98 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   .    $195  78 


The  sum  expended  on  Boads  and  Bridges  the  past  year,  de- 
ducting the  earnings  of  teams  in  other  departments  has  been 
37,152.37,  from  which  should  be  deducted  the  expenses  of  build- 
ing a  wall  to  support  the  road  at  Cobb's  Valley,  and  the  re- 
building of  the  lower  bridge  and  abutments  at  Eel  Biver,  at  an 
expense  of  $1,000,  which  was  not  contemplated  when  the 
appropriation  was  made,  and  is  an  unusual  expenditure. 
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The  abutments  which  supported  the  lower  bridge  at  Eel  Eiver 
had  for  some  time  shown  signs  of  weakness,  and  temporary  sup- 
ports had  been  supplied  which  it  was  thought  would  protect  it 
for  some  time.  The  spring  rains  and  frost  had,  however,  so  far 
weakened  it  as  to  make  it  unsafe,  and  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
abutmeDts  had  fallen.  It  became  necesssry  to  rebuild  it  and 
to  raise  the  wall,  and  increase  the  thickness  of  the  abutments, 
as  well  as  extend  them  above  and  below  the  bridge,  and  con  - 
struct wings  to  support  the  road  bed  on  the  south  side,  and  also 
to  provide  new  sleepers  as  well  as  a  large  part  of  the  covering, 
for  which  was  expended  the  sum  of  $450.  The  rise  on  the 
north  side  of  the  bridge  which  was  of  steep  grade  and  difficult 
for  loaded  teams  has  been  reduced  from  three  to  four  feet  and 
filled  beyond,  and  is  with  the  bridge  a  permanent  improvement. 

There  has,  also,  been  purchased  an  additional  horse,  and  the 
teams  and  equipments  kept  in  repair,  all  of  which  has  been 
charged  to  this  department ;  aside  from  these,  the  amount 
strictly  chargeable  to  Roads  and  Bridges,  including  snow,  has 
been  about  $5,650.  The  roads  have  been  kept,  it  is  believed, 
in  good  repair,  and  improvements  have  been  made  on  Summer 
street,  at  its  junction  with  Market  street,  and  on  Sandwich  and 
Water  streets.  The  grade  of  Vernon  and  Prospect  streets  has 
been  completed  and  improvements  made  in  other  sections  of  the 
Town. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  material  for  the  repair  of 
roads  is  yearly  increasing,  and  the  distance  from  which,  in 
many  cases,  it  is  obtained  adds  materially  to  the  cost. 

The  gutters  on  many  of  the  streets  of  steep  grades  need  pav  - 
ing, to  prevent  the  washing  away  of  the  road  bed  and  constant 
repairs,  and  it  will  be  economy  to  apply  a  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation yearly  for  this  purpose.  Unless  snow  bills  yet  to 
accrue,  shall  come  in  to  change  the  estimates  already  made, 
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it  is  believed  the  sum  of  $7,OD0  will  leave  as  much  for  repairs 
and  improvements  as  last  year,  and  complete  the  paving  of  a 
portion  of  the  streets  most  needing  it. 

The  property  of  the  Town  belonging  to  the  Koad  department 
and  which  has  been  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriations  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  in  good  condition,  is  viz.  : 


4  Horses, 

4  Gravel  Carts, 

2  Single  Truck  Wagons, 

1  Double  Horse  Wagon, 

1  Light  Wagon, 

1  Double  Horse  Sled, 

2  Single  Horse  Sleds, 


4  Cart  Harnesses, 

3  Truck  Saddles,  &c., 
2  Scrapers, 

1  Harrow, 

4  Picks, 

12  Shovels, 

2  Stone  Picks. 


NEW  KOADS. 
Cr. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1873   $331  48 

appropriation   6,500  00 

$6,831  48 

Dr. 

Payments  awarded  on  Lothrop  Place . .  .  $200  00 

Widening  Water  Street   Ill  00 

Widening  Market  Street   580  00 

Paid  on  Kocky  Hill  Eoad   3,090  77 

Holmes'  Road,  Manomet .    106  95 

Oak  Street.   798  18 

 $4,886  90 

Undrawn   $1,944  58 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   $127  21 
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The  work  contemplated  on  New  Eoads  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  has  been  only  partially  completed. 

A  contract  was  made  in  July  last,  with  Mr.  Phillip  H.  Haskell 
for  the  construction  of  the  Eocky  Hill  road  from  the  commence- 
ment at  the  land  of  F.  B.  Cobb,  to  the  intersection  with  the 
road  at  Taylor's  Farm  in  South  Plymouth,  to  be  completed 
June  1,  1875,  for  the  sum  of  $6,517,  on  which  there  has  been 
paid  the  sum  of  $2,047.02. 

That  portion  of  the  road  from  Taylor's  Farm  to  the  intersec- 
tion with  the  main  road,  near  the  meeting-house,  has  been  built 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Clark,  one  of  the  Board,  and  has 
cost  the  sum  of  $890.55.  The  widening  of  Market  and  Water 
streets  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $691,  and  the  Holmes 
road,  so-called,  at  Manomet,  has  been  partially  worked,  the  cost 
so  far,  including  land  damages  awarded,  is  $204.31.  The  work- 
ing of  Oak  street  was  commenced  in  November,  and  the  larger 
part  of  the  grading  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  to  Dec.  31st, 
of  $798.18.  Action  has  been  taken  by  the  Selectmen  for  the 
discontinuing  of  that  portion  of  Oak  street,  as  laid  out  south 
of  the  cut,  and  through  the  land  of  J.  T.  Stoddard  and  Mrs. 
Field,  and  for  an  alteration  of  the  road  from  the  cut  to  Summer 
street,  near  the  house  of  Mrs.  Field,  which  will  straigthen  and 
improve  the  road  without  materially  adding  to  its  cost. 

The  Commissioners  extended  the  time  for  the  widening  and 
straightening  of  the  road  at  Manomet,  at  the  Mill  site,  and  the 
working  of  the  road  on  both  sides  of  the  bridge,  until  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  and  which  will  require  working  the  present  year. 
The  road  leading  from  the  Main  street  to  Seaside  depot  will 
also  have  to  be  worked  the  present  year,  in  connection  with  the 
Town  of  Kingston. 

To  provide  for  the  balance  due  the  contractor  on  the  coin- 
3 
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pletioa  of  the  Rocky  Hill  road,  and  to  complete  the  working 
of  the  roads  ordered  by  the  Town  and  Commissioners,  the  sum 
of  $5,700  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  department. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town,  held  June  22d,  1874,  an  appropri- 
ation of  $3,000,  in  addition  to  former  appropriations  was  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Selectmen,  to  meet  what  was  supposed 
would  be  a  deficiency  in  New  Road  department.  The  delay  in 
completing  the  roads  did  not  require  a  resort  to  the  appropria- 
tion, and  as  the  sum  which  will  be  required  the  present  year  is 
included  in  the  appropriations  of  this  year,  the  Selectmen 
recommend  that  the  appropriation  of  June  22d,  1874,  for  $3,000 
be  cancelled,  and  so  recorded  on  the  books  of  the  Town. 


POOR. 


Dr. 


Payments  in  1874. 


$6,884  06 


Cb. 


By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1873 

Appropriation  

Re-imbusements  


$1,128  48 
5,000  00 
700  17 


6,828  65 


Overdrawn 


$55  41 


There  have  been  orders  drawn  not  paid,  $276.86.  Making  the 
total  deficiency  $332.27. 
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The  payments  for  the  year  have  been  larger  than  usual,  and 
which  is  explained  by  bills  of  former  years,  to  the  amount  of 
$800,  which  have  been  paid  and  included  in  the  account. 

The  Overseers'  Report  will  explain  more  fully,  it  is  expected, 
the  condition  of  the  department.  To  provide  for  the  deficiency 
and  current  expenses  of  the  year,  an  appropriation  of  $6,500  is 
asked  for. 


INSANE  POOR. 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $2,102  50 

Ce. 

By  balance  Dec.  31st,  1873   $151  61 

Appropriation   1,500  00 

Cash  from  Samuel  Eobbins   112  50 

 $1,764  11 

Overdrawn   $338  39 


The  large  payments  and  deficiency  in  this  department  is 
caused  by  a  settlement  and  payment  of  a  claim  by  the  Town  of 
Sandwich  for  the  support  of  an  insane  pauper,  amounting  to 
$662.76. 

As  the  number  now  supported  outside  of  the  Alms-house  is 
reduced  to  five  persons,  the  Overseers  recommend  an  appropri- 
ation of  $1,500  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  and  meet  the 
urrent  expenses  of  the  year. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $3,483  62 

Cr. 

By  balance  Dec.  31st,  1873    $868  96 

Appropriation   2,154  00 

Reimbursement  from  Water  Works  . .  8  48 

  $3,031  44 

Overdrawn   ...      $452  18 

Orders  drawn  not  paid    $33  10 


The  deficiency,  as  well  as  large  expenditure,  of  this  year  is 
caused  by  the  payment  of  a  new  Hook  and  Ladder  carriage, 
costing  $600,  and  the  pay  of  a  portion  of  the  Fire  department 
up  to  the  time  when  the  volunteer  companies  went  into  service, 
amounting  to  $328.63;  this  occasioned  the  payment  which 
otherwise  would  not  have  been  payable  until  May  1st,  1875. 

The  Engineers  report  the  department  in  good  condition,  with 
the  exception  that  a  portion  of  the  old  hose  should  be  replaced 
by  new  each  year  until  the  whole  should  be  fully  replaced,  and 
some  additional  hydrants  set,  as  a  less  sum  will  be  required  the 
coming  year  for  the  pay  of  the  firemen,  and  no  unusual  expen- 
diture is  anticipated. 

The  Engineers  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $1,500  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  and  deficiency,  and  the  purchase 
with  the  balance,  if  any,  of  new  hose. 


i 
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CONTINGENT. 
Ck. 

By  appropriation   $5,000  00 

Amount  received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts,small  pox  reimbursement.       538  20 
Damage  to  lamp  from  J.  E.  Davis  .  .  6  00 

Mrs.  Eussell,  for  sewer  right   25  00 

State  of  Massachusetts   5  00 

$5,574  20 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance  Dec.  31st,  1873. ..     $185  10 

Payments  in  1874  .  ?   4,264  97 

  $4,450  07 

Undrawn  \   $1,124  13 

Orders  drawn  not  paid     $96  98 


An  appropriation  of  $3,500  will,  it  is  estimated,  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  is  recommended. 


ABATEMENTS. 
Cr. 

By  balance  Dec.  31st,  1873   $462  40 

Overlay,  1874   1,538  03 

$1,990  43 

Dr. 

To  Abatements,  1874    $1,189  62 

Undrawn   $800  81 


CEDAKVILLE  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 
Dr. 


To  payments  in  1874,   $1,663  57 

Ob. 

By  appropriation.   $1,500  00 

Overdrawn  $163  57 

Orders  drawn  not  paid  $14  00 


The  deficiency  in  this  account,  it  is  expected,  will  be  met 
from  the  sale  of  the  unoccupied  school  houses  at  Cedarville  as 
intended. 


NEW  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  NO.  2. 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874  . .   $3,609  25 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $3,500  00 

Overdrawn   $109  25 


With  the  purchase  of  the  new  steamer,  was  included  a  new 
hose  carriage,  and  100  feet  of  rubber  hose,  which  was  not  con- 
templated when  the  appropriation  was  made,  and  which  the 
Committee  deemed  indispensable.  An  appropriation  to  cover 
the  deficiency  is  recommended. 
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VINE  HILLS  CEMETEEY. 


Dr. 


To  payments  in  1874 


$502  75 


Cr. 


By  balance  of  account,  Dec.  31,1873. . . 
Cash  received  from  sale  of  lots .... 


$214  40 
258  40 


472  80 


Overdrawn 


$29  95 


There  is  due  to  this  accouut  from  the  sale  of  lots  not  yet  col- 
lected, the  sum  of  $137.90,  against  which,  are  bills  not  paid  of 
$80,  which  with  the  above  deficiency  leaves  a  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  account  of  $27.95. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  gives  a  transcript  from  the 
books  of  the  Town,  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  to  date, 
including  the  purchase  of  the  land.  The  sums  appropriated  by 
the  Town  in  the  past  have  been  large,  and  it  has  been  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Selectmen  since  the  main  avenues  were  graded  and 
grounds  fenced,  to  apply  the  sum  received  from  the  sale  of  lots 
to  the  care  and  general  improvments  of  the  grounds,  without 
asking  of  the  Town  any  appropriations. 

The  sums  derived  from  the  sale  of  lots  the  Selectmen  recom- 
mend be  applied  as  usual,  and  no  appropriation  is  asked  for. 
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ASSESSOKS. 
Dr. 

To  deficiency,  1873   $73  86 

Amount  paid  in  1874   907  80 

  $981  66 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $750  00 

4     Overdrawn   $231  66 

Orders  drawn  not  paid  $10  00 


BURIAL  HILL. 
Cr. 

Appropriation   $150  00 

Dr. 

Balance  overdrawn,  Dec.  31,  1873  $28  93 

To  Payments  in  1874    88  12 

  117  05 

Undrawn   $32  95 


The  Selectmen  approve  J  the  recommendation  of  the  Burial 
Hill  Committee  :  that  the  places  of  historic  interest  on  the  Hill 
be  defined  and  appropriately  designated  and  marked,  and  that 
the  main  avenue  up  the  hill  be  concreted,  and  recommend  the 
appropriation  of  $250,  as  asked  for  by  the  Committee. 
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LIGHTING  STEEETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

ClL 

By  balance  from  old  account   $43  20 

Appropriation   800  00 

  $843  20 

Dr. 

Payments  in  1874   $830  37 

Undrawn      $12  83 


TREASURER. 
Ce. 

By  appropriation   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $500  00 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Cr. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $661  25 

Appropriation   500  00 

 $1,161  25 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $900  00 


Undrawn 


$261  25 
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WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  Trustees   $1,500  00 


WIDOWS. 
Cr. 

By  balance,  1873    $192  01 

One-third  dividend  Old  Colony  Bank,      150  00 

  $342  01 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $150  00 

Undrawn   $192  01 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Cr. 

By  balance  Dec.  31st,  1873    $4  59 

Appropriation   450  00 

  $454  59 

Dr. 

To  paid  in  1874    450  00 

Undrawn  . ,   $4  59 
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HEEEING  MONEY, 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1874   $307  60 

Balance  Dec.  30th,  1873   44  26 

  $351  86 

Two-thirds  dividend  Old  Colony  Bank   $300  00 

Overdrawn  :   $51  86 


FEESH  BEOOK. 

Balance  Dec.  31st,  1873    $41  72 

Eeceived  from  sale  of  Brook   15  00 

Undrawn   $56  72 


GUIDE  BOAEDS. 

The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  have  been  replaced,  and 
repainted,  where  found  necessary,  and  are  now  in  fair  con- 
dition. 
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DUXBURY  &  COH ASSET  RAILROAD. 
Cr. 

By  sale  bonds,  viz :  — 

10,000  bonds  @  $102.40. 
2,000  bonds  @  $102.50. 
£8,000  bonds  @  $102.26. 

40,000  bonds  $40,922  80 

Received  interest  on  bonds   176  55 

Interest  on  deposit  with  N.  E.  T.  Co   21  91 

$41,121  26 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  account  four  hundred 

shares  stock  $40,000  00 


To  interest  on  loan  in  advance  of  sale  of 

bonds   88  44 

To  expenses  printing  bonds,  &c   37  25 

 $40,125  69 

Deposited  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   995  57 

To  interest  on  deposit   30  97 


$1,026  54 


In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Town,  authorizing  the  Se- 
lectmen to  negotiate  for  a  loan  to  pay  for  four  hundred  shares 
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of  stock  in  the  extension  of  the  Duxbury  and  Coh asset  Rail- 
road Co.,  to  Kingston,  upon  notice  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  town  for  that  purpose  had  made  the  subscrip- 
tion, the  Selectmen  issued  circulars  which  were  sent  to  most  of 
the  Savings  Banks  within  the  State,  inviting  proposals  for  the 
whole  or  any  portion  of  the  ten-year  bonds  to  be  issued  by  the 
Town.  The  awards  were  made  to  the  highest  bidders,  viz  : 
Lynn  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  $28,000  @  102.26  ;  Plymouth 
Savings  Bank,  $10,000  @  102.40,  and  $2,000  @  102,50.  The 
premium  on  the  bonds,  amounting  to  $922.80,  with  the  accrued 
interest  between  the  date  and  delivery  of  the  bonds,  and  in- 
terest  on  the  deposit  of  the  funds  while  awaiting  call  from  the 
Railroad  Co.,  less  the  interest  on  loan  made  to  meet  the  first 
payment  and  expense  of  preparing  the  bonds,  leave  a  balance 
of  $995.57,  which  sum  was  deposited  in  the  Plymouth  Savings 
Bank.  The  accrued  interest  on  the  deposit  to  Jan.  1st,  1875, 
amounts  to  $30.97,  and  gives  the  balance  of  $1,026.54  repre- 
sented in  the  above  statement. 

The  intention  of  the  Town  in  subscribing  to  the  stock  is  not 
understood  by  the  Selectmen  as  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent 
investment,  but  to  secure  communication  with  the  Shore  towns 
from  which  we  were  practically  cut  off,  and  additional  accom- 
modation in  increased  number  of  trains  with  Boston,  and  which 
will,  especially  in  the  summer  months,  be  of  considerable  ad- 
vantage in  increasing  the  travel,  and  inviting  people  to  become 
residents  here  during  at  least  that  portion  of  the  year,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  stock  as  soon  thereafter  as  it  could  be  done  on 
favorable  terms. 

The  bonds  were  made  payable  in  ten  years,  the  Selectmen 
believing  by  that 'time  the  travel  on  the  road  would  be  developed 
and  the  Town  could,  by  that  time,  part  with  its  stock  without 
loss. 
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The  difference  in  the  length  of  the  road,  and  increased 
rate  of  fares,  and  time  occupied  on  the  trip,  as  compared 
with  the  main  line,  will  discriminate  against  the  through  travel 
from  here  unless  the  rate  shall  be  made  nearly  equal,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  arrangements  will  be  made  to  that  effect,  as  a 
Director  from  this  Town  has  been  added  to  the  Board,  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  who  can  represent  our  interest  there. 

The  Selectmen  have  taken  measures  to  obtain  an  act  from 
the  Legislature,  authorizing  the  Town  to  create  a  sinking  fund 
to  meet  any  contingency  which  may  make  it  desirable  to  retain 
the  stock  beyond  the  maturity  of  the  bonds ;  and,  in  order  if  a 
new  loan  is  to  be  negotiated,  that  it;  can  be  done  on  more 
favorable  terms,  and,  also,  that  any  loss  which  may  occur 
should  be  distributed,  so  as  not  to  become  too  great  a  burden, 
as  it  might  be,  if  assessed  in  a  single  year. 

The  Selectmen  would  recommend  that  the  balance  now 
standing  to  the  credit  of  this  account  should  be  appropri- 
ated and  transferred  to  a  sinking  fund,  and  that  an  additional 
sum  of  $1,500  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  the  current 
year.  With  this  sum  annually  added  to  the  fund,  it  would 
aggregate,  with  the  accumulation  of  interest  at  seven  per  cent., 
a  sum  sufficient  to  retire  twenty  thousand  of  the  bonds  when 
due ;  and  in  case  it  should  not  be  required  for  that  purpose, 
could  be  transferred  to  retire  a  portion  of  the  water  bonds 
falling  due  the  following  year. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Mr.  Stearns,  no  reliable 
statement  showing  the  exact  condition  of  the  earnings  and  ex- 
penses prior  to  this  year  can  be  obtained. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  capital 
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stock  and  debt,  as  understood  to  exist  for  the  year  ending  Sep* 
tember  30,  1874: 

CAPITAL  STOCK. 

Town  of  Scituate   $75,000  00 

Town  of  Marshfield   75,000  00 

Town  of  Duxbury   75,000  00 

Town  of  Plymouth   40,000  00 

South  Shore  Kailroad  Company   125,000  00 

$390,000  00 

Outstanding  debt   66,937  50 

 $456,937  50 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT  DUXBURY  &  GO  HAS  SET 

RAILROAD. 

The  Directors  respectfully  submit  to  the  stockholders  then- 
third  Annual  Keport  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Kailroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  twelve  months  ending  September  30th,  1874. 

Total  amount  paid  for  construction  of  road  to  September  30, 


1874,  is  as  follows  : 

Graduation  and  masonry   $177,200  15 

Bridging   21,435  51 

Superstructure,  including  rails   159,541  78 

Land,  land  danages  and  fences   48,843  80 

Passenger  and  freight  stations,  woodsheds  and 

water  stations   22,084  63 

Engine-house,  car  shed  and  turn-table   8,465  07 

Engineering,  agencies  and  other  expenses   13,210  21 

Telegraph   1,596  79 

$452,377  94 
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Of  the  foregoing  amount, there  has  been  expended  during  the 
past  year  in  extending  the  road  from  South  Duxbury  to  an  in- 
tersection with  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  Kingston,  the  sum 
of  $63,847.13,  as  follows  : 


It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  completing  the  depots,  fencing 
and  side  tracks  on  the  extension,  and  settling  the  outstanding 
land  claims,  will  not  exceed  $10,000 — making  the  total  cost  of 
the  road  about  $462,377.94. 

The  interest  account  will  be  a  little  over  $5,000  per  annum. 

During  the  past  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  state- 
ment of  income  and  expenses,  the  earnings  have  been  about 
equal  to  the  operating  expenses  and  interest  on  the  debt. 

It  should  ]3e  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  extension  has 
increased  the  income  without  materially  adding  to  the  expenses, 
as  nothing  was  charged  in  the  expense  account  for  keeping  the 
track  in  adjustment,  and  that  but  very  little  interest  has  accrued 
on  the  money  borrowed  to  complete  the  extension.  It  should 
also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  about  five  miles  of  the  track  be- 
tween Cohasset  and  South  Duxbury  was  laid  with  old  rails, 
purchased  at  about  two-thirds  the  cost  of  new.  Some  of 
these  rails  will  have  to  be  replaced  during  the  coming  year, 
which  will  add  somewhat  to  the  expense  account. 


To  graduation  and  masonry  .... 

Bridging  

Superstructure,  including  rails  

Land,  land  damages  and  fences  

Engineering,  agencies,  &c  


$39,724  51 
608  68 
15,832  96 
4,850  42 
2,830  56 


$63,847  13 
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Although  this  account  includes  the  business  of  only  about 
three  months  on  the  extension,  still,  almost  as  many  passengers 
are  carried  during  those  three  months  (July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember) as  during  the  remaining  nine  of  the  year. 

While  we  cannot  expect  quite  so  good  a  result  for  the  coming 
year,  we  believe  that  the  South  Shore  will  eventually  become 
quite  a  resort  for  those  who  seek  the  seashore,  and  we  may  at 
least  hope  for  an  increase  that  will  pay  the  operating  expenses 
and  interest  on  the  debt,  if  not  within  a  few  years  a  small  per 
cent,  on  the  capital. 

Statement  of  Increase  and  Expense  account  for  twelve 
months  ending  Sept.  30, 1874  : 


INCOME. 

From  passengers   $31,374  77 

Freight   6,706  19 

Expenses   1,288  20 

 $39,369  07 

EXPENDITURES. 

Passenger  department   $12,578  11 

Merchandise  department   3,247  08 

Locomotive  department   9,828  92 

Maintenance  of  way   9,091  36 

General  expenses   1,506  06 

Miscellaneous  expenses  :   559  22 

 $36,810  75 

Net  income   $2,558  32 

Interest  on  bonds,  debt,  &c   ...     3,406  02 

Deficit    8847  61 


By  order  of  Directors, 

ONSLOW  STEARNS,  President. 

5 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

The   following  appropriations  for   the  current  year  are 
recommended  : 

Schools  and  repairs  of  school-houses                  ...  $15,500  00 

Poor                                                          .  .  6,500  00 

Roads  and  bridges   7,000  00 

New  roads  ,    5,700  00 

Town  debt   6,500  00 

Fire  department   1,500  00 

Contingent   3,500  00 

Insane  poor  \  .  1,500  00 

Watch  and  police   800  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   900  00 

Assessors    1,300  00 

Treasurer   500  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Collector  of  taxes   450  00 

Burial  hill   250  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

Water  scrip  sinking  fund  '  500  00 

New  steam  fire  engine,  No.  2   109  25 

$54,234  25 

The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated  is  as  follows  : 


19,000  00 
$45,234  25 


Leaving  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
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thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  which  it  is  recom- 
mended be  raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year,  and  which  is  less,  by  the  sum  of  $2,740.75,  than  was 
assessed  the  last  year.  The  increase  in  valuation  the  past 
year  has  more  nearly  equalized  the  burden  of  taxation,  as  well 
as  diminished  the  rate,  and,  in  case  the  State  and  County  taxes 
are  not  increased,  we  may  look  for  a  diminished  rate  this  year, 
as  well  as  some  increase  in  valuation. 


WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ] 
HENEY  WHITING,  Je., 
DAVID  CLABK, 
LEM'L  BBADFOBD, 
C.  B.  STODDAED. 


Selectmen 
of 

Plymouth. 


Plymouth,  Jan.  30th,  1875. 


REPORTS 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr,  Richard  W.  Bagnell  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
the  Water  Works,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  upon  the 
eleventh  of  May,  1874,  at  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  has,  by  his  promptness,  fidelity,  and  exactness, 
given  satisfaction  to  the  Commissioners.  Under  his  superin- 
tendance  efforts  have  been  made  to  separate  the  exact  expense 
of  the  ordinary  working  and  care  of  the  aqueduct,  including 
salaries  of  Superintendent  and  Collector,  from  gross  expendi- 
diture  upon  the  Works. 

The  whole  amount  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Works  during 
the  year  was  $11,192.63. 

The  cost  of  repairs  on  leaks  on  main  pipe  was  $47.30 : 
namely,  for  thirteen  leaks  or  breakages  —  two  in  joints,  nine 
from  defective  pipes,  one  from  dirt,  and  one  from  loose  faucet 
on  main  pipe. 

Whole  amount  paid  for  labor,  including  trenching  for  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six  feet  of  main  pipe  laid, 
was  $1,307.30. 
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Of  this  amount  for  trenching  for  service  pipes, 

there  was  expended   $494  80 

Deduct  amount  received  of  house-holders 

for  shutting  off  and  repairs   $31  75 

And  for  trenching  for  service  pipe  for 

house-holders   92  45 

  $124  20 

Net  amount  for  labor  for  ordinary  service  extensions 

and  repairs   $370  60 

Gates  have  been  inserted  as  follows : — one  four-inch  at  Alvin 
G.  Morton's  corner ;  one  four-inch  at  same  corner  on  Sandwich 
street ;  one  four-inch  at  junction  of  Vernon  and  Prospect 
streets ;  one  three-inch  at  junction  of  Court  and  Bourne 
streets ;  one  two-inch  waste  gate  at  Amasa  Morton's ;  one  two- 
inch  waste  gate  at  head  of  Bourne  street,  at  Spooner's  Upper 
Pond. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  since  May  11th  is  58. 
Length,  596  feet ;  cost  of  pipe,  $108.35 ;  trenching  for  same, 
$50.70. 

Twenty-five  service  boxes  have  been  renewed  with  cement 
pipes. 

The  following  extensions  of  main  pipe  have  been  made 
during  the  year  :  —  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  of  two- 
inch  on  Chestnut  street,  between  Samoset  and  Davis  streets ; 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of  two-inch  on  Davis 
street,  between  Prospect  street  and  Vine  Hills  Cemetery ;  two 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  four-inch  on  Prospect  street,  between 
Vernon  and  Davis  streets ;  one  hundred  and  three  feet  two- 
inch  on  Park  Avenue  near  the  Railway  Station ;  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  feet  of  three-inch  on  Bourne 
street,  between  Court  street  and  the  upper  block  of  Plymouth 
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Cordage  Co.,  and  thirteen  feet  for  waste  gate ;  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four  feet  of  two-inch  at  Chiltonville,  between  John 
T.  Morton's  and  Ellis  Whiting's,  and  twenty-one  feet  of  two- 
inch  for  waste  gate ;  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  feet  of 
two-inch  in  Howland  Place.  Ten  hundred  and  forty-five  feet 
of  two-inch  pipe  were  taken  up,  and  four-inch  pipe  substituted 
between  Alvin  G.  Morton's  and  George  W.  Cobb's  on  Warren 
street,  and  one  thousand  feet  of  the  old  pipe  laid  at  Chilton- 
ville and  in  Davis  street.  Total  amount  of  main  pipe  laid  is 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six  feet. 

The  gross  charges  for  water  supply  during  the  year  has  been 

from  the  following  sources  :  — 


Families  977 

Stables   64 

Halls,  stores  and  offices . .  38 

Steam  boilers   9 

Hotels  &  boarding  houses .  7 

Meat  markets   3 

Fish  markets   2 


Bakeries   2 

Locomotives     6 

Water  closets   93 

Bathing  tubs    33 

Hose  (used)   13 

Fountains   6 


Receipts  from  sundry  transient  vessels .  . .  $56  15. 

The  whole  number  of  accounts  kept  was  six  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

The  whole  amount  collected  during  the  year  was  $10,725.80, 
a  portion  of  which  was  from  rents  due  and  uncollected  prior  to 
Nov.  1st,  1873.  The  amount  of  uncollected  rents  on  the  first  of 
January,  1875,  was  $935.71. 

In  order  to  estimate  fully  the  value  of  the  Water  Works  to  the 
Town,  the  citizens  must  also  bear  in  mind,  that  water  has  here- 
tofore been  supplied  without  charge,  not  only  to  the  Fire  depart- 
ment, but  to  School-houses,  to  the  highways  and  to  the  Poor- 
house.  The  Commissioners  propose  hereafter,  unless  the  Town 
instructs  them  to  the  contrary,  to  charge  the  several  depart- 
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ments,  except  the  Fire  department,  with  the  water  taken  by 
them,  in  order  that  the  Town  may  see  what  should  be  fairly 
credited  to  the  Water  Works. 

A  great  waste  of  water  during  the  summer  months  has  been 
made  by  the  use  of  hose  for  watering  gardens,  yards  and  lawns, 
at  the  expense  of  house-holders  upon  the  high  grounds ;  and 
the  Commissioners  propose  to  alter  the  water  tariff  in  this  and 
other  particulars  in  which  it  now  operates  unequally, 

The  fifteen  inch  cement  pipe  laid  in  the  Summer  of  1873,  be- 
tween Great  and  Little  South  Ponds  has  thus  far  fully  answered 
our  expectations,  and  a  greater  supply  has  been  furnished  the 
Little  Pond  than  has  probably  ever  before  been  contributed. 
It  has  served  to  keep  up  the  head  of  water  during  summer  and 
the  dry  season  of  the  present  Winter,  so  that  we  have  as  yet 
felt  no  ill  effects  from  the  remarkable  drought,  from  which  so 
many  cities  and  country  neighborhoods  are  now  suffering. — 
This  effort  is  solely  attributable  to  the  fact  that  no  bar  can  now 
obstruct  the  passage  of  water  to  the  pipes  in  the  canal.  No 
additional  pipes  have  yet  been  laid  between  the  ponds.  The 
gate-house  will  require  repairs  during  the  next  year. 

The  Commissioners  find  much  embarrassment  with  regard  to 
their  duties  in  complying  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  concerning 
the  extension  of  the  mains.  As  the  rule  now  is,  as  understood 
by  the  Commissioners,  it  is  their  duty  to  extend  the  pipe  when- 
ever upon  application  it  is  found  that  the  rents  on  such  exten- 
sion will  pay  six  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  laying  pipes,  of  such 
size  as  may  be  reasonably  required  in  the  locality  in  question. 
If  there  is  no  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Selectmen,  unless  the 
cost  may  properly  be  paid  out  of  excess  of  water  receipts 
over  interest,  sinking  fund  and  ordinary  expenditures.  This 
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rule  works  unequally,  as  in  one  case  the  extension  pipe  re- 
quired may  be  six  or  eight  inches,  and  in  another  three  inches 
or  less,  so  that  the  rent  required  from  an  extension  of  a 
given  number  of  feet  may  be  double  the  rent  required  for 
another  extension  of  the  same  length ;  and  this  where  from 
the  size  of  the  pipe  and  the  location  much  the  largest  rent 
may  be  expected  in  th<e  future. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Town  pass  a  vote 
leaving  it  discretionary  with  the  Commissioners  to  make  exten- 
sions of  mains,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  and 
that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  in  advance 
of  appropriation,  when  they  agree  with  the  Commissioners  that 
a,n  extension  should  be  made. 

The  fence  around  the  reservoir  is  in  poor  condition  ;  and  one 
hundred  and  four  feet  on  the  south  side  has  been  repaired  since 
November.    The  reservoir  itself  is  in  good  condition. 


STOCK  ON  HAND. 


21  feet  of  10-inch  pipe  and  sleeves. 


152    "    "    2  " 
12  barrels  of  Cement, 


356  feet  1-inch  rubber  hose  in  poor  condition. 
1  branch  3x4  inches. 
1     "      2x4  " 
1  T  4inches. 


Water 
Commissioners. 


Jan.  1,  1875. 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  undersigned,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  submit  their  report : 

The  Poor,  who  have  been  inmates  of  the  Almshouse,  the  past 
year,  have  been  supplied  with  good  food,  comfortable  clothing, 
and  have  been  kindly  and  considerately  treated  and  cared  for. 

The  House  has  been  well  warmed  in  cold  weather,  and  the 
free  use  of  water  for  bathing  has  been  provided  and  arranged 
in  a  way  to  promote  health  and  cleanliness. 

The  food  furnished  has  been  plain,  but  of  good  quality,  well 
cooked,  and  abundant,  without  waste. 

No  citizen  of  Plymouth,  we  think,  need  blush  for  the  treat- 
ment received  by  the  Poor  at  tjie  Almshouse,  but  has  reason  to 
be  satisfied  that  the  charity  of  the  Town  has  been  faithfully 
applied  and  dispensed. 

The  House  and  out-buildings  are  in  good  repair,  and  the  lands 
have  been  so  improved  by  cultivation,  that  fruit  and  vegetables 
are  raised  in  considerable  abundance. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  trying  one  for  the  poor,  who  are 
not  inmates  of  the  Almshouse.  The  dull  times  and  consequent 
lack  of  employment  has  brought  to  them  want  and  distress, 
which  has  been  increased  by  the  severely  cold  winter. 

Applications  for  wood  and  provisions  have  been  unusually 
frequent.  We  have  met  these  calls  with  care,  and  exercised  in 
our  judgment  as  much  economy  as  was  proper  and  justifiable 
in  dispensing  the  charity  of  the  Town. 

Providing  for  tramps  has  caused  us  much  trouble  and  per- 
plexity. This  matter  is  a  growing  nuisance,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  find  a  remedy.  We  have  acted  under  the  belief  that  it  was 
the  best  policy  to  provide  lodging  and  food  for  tramps,  rather 
than  to  trust  them  to  roam  the  streets  at  night,  and  perhaps 
occupy  barns  and  stables,  and  by  carelessness  or  design,  set 
fires  that  might  consume  the  village. 
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The  Town  raised  $1000  less  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  the 
present  year  than  the  year  preceding. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  is  $6,183.89.  We  lack 
$332.39  to  meet  the  bills  in  the  Poor  department,  and  $338.89 
to  meet  the  bills  in  the  department  for  the  Insane  Poor. 

This  deficit  arises  from  having  to  pay  a  claim  of  $662.67,which 
had  been  for  some  years  in  dispute,  to  Sandwich,  and  for  bills 
of  former  years  paid  amounting  to  $792. 

We  recommend  that  the  Town  raise  for  the  current  year  for 
the  Poor  department  $6,500,  and  for  the  Insane  Poor  $1,500. 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Wood,  who  has  had  the  care  of  the  Poor  at 
the  Almshouse,  thus  publicly  to  say,  that  we  appreciate  and  com- 
mend his  care  and  kindness  manifested  to  the  poor,  and  his  ad- 
mirable management  of  the  institution  in  his  charge. 

We  give  below  some  statistics  : 

Poor  at  Alms-house. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1st,  1874   21 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1st,  1875   21 

Number  of  males  Jan.  1st,  1875     13 

Number  of  females  Jan.  1st,  1875   8 

Number  of  inmates  discharged  during  the  year ....  2 

Number  of  inmates  died  during  the  year   3 

Number  of  tramps  provided  with  food  and  lodging .  178 
Insane  Poor. 

Number  of  insane  Poor  Jan.  1st,  1874   7 

Number  of  insane  Poor  Jan.  1st,  1875   5 

Number  of  insane  Poor  discharged   1 

Number  of  insane  Poor  admitted   1 

Number  of  insane  Poor  died   2 

WM.  H.  WHITMAN,       ]  Overseers 
LEMUEL  BBADFOED,  L  of 
ABBY  M.  HALL,  Poor. 
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BURIAL  HILL, 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town,  of  Plymouth  : — 

Gentlemen  : — The  Burial  Hill  Committee  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report  : 

The  year  opened  with  a  financial  deficiency  of   $28  97 

Paid  sundry  bills     81  62 

Leaving  undrawn  balance  of   .     .   .         39  41 

Equaling  the  appropriation  for  1874   $150  00 


The  Hill  is  in  good  condition  ;  walks  are  will  defined,  and 
•    walls  and  fences  in  good  repair,  except  the  gate-way  on  School 
street. 

The  main  pathway  from  Town  Square  to  the  top  of  Hill,  sub- 
jects the  Town  to  considerable  expense,  which  we  think,  might 
be  obviated  by  concreting.  There  is  no  apparent  reason  why 
a  concrete  way  should  not  last  twenty-five  years  ;  be  better, 
and  a  deal  cheaper  than  the  present  way  of  coal  ashes  and 
cinders. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend  that  the  historic  spots  on 
the  Hill  should  be  well  defined  and  appropriately  designated. 

There  is  also  need  of  more  seats  for  thj  accommodtion  of 
strangers,  as  well  as  our  own  citizens. 

Every  year  the  number  who  enjoy  this  fine  observatory  in- 
creases. Probably  there  is  no  spot  in  our  ancient  town  of  more 
historic  interest  than  Burial  Hill,  and  no  place  the  stranger 
visits  sooner,  and  so  loves  to  talk  about ;  and  not  unfrequently 
the  visitor  inquires  the  location  of  spots  that  the  citizen  who 
has  lived  here  all  his  days  has  no  knowledge  of  and  cannot 
point  out. 
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Believing  the  Town  should  do  all  it  can  to  make  pleasant  the 
visit  of  strangers  and  invite  a  return,  and  that  our  own  citizens 
should  not  forget  the  places  the  footsteps  of  the  Pilgrims  have 
made  sacred,  we  recommend  that  the  different  locations  of 
special  interest  on  the  Hill  be  clearly  defined  and  marked. 

For  this,  the  concreting  of  the  main  path,  and  building  ad- 
ditional seats,  an  appropriation  of  $250  will  be  needed,  and  the 
same  is  asked  for. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  April  6th,  1874,  the  Town  voted 
that  the  Committee  on  Burial  Hill  have  charge  of  the  Burial 
Ground  at  Chiltonville.  So  far  as  your  Committee  is  concerned 
the  above  has  been  of  no  effect  the  past  year,  and  such  a  vote 
should  never  have  been  passed.  Give  it  a  minute's  thought 
and  you  will  see  that  a  Committee  living  four  miles  away,  could 
not  conveniently  and  with  economy,  if  they  could  in  any  degree, 
meet  the  wants  of  those  interested.  We  do  not  know  that  the 
Town  has  any  right  to  assume  control  of  this  burial  ground, 
nor  do  we  know  of  any  rules  to  be  enforced  in  assuming  to  direct 
the  use  of  the  land.  "We  do  knoiv  at  present,  there  is  no  suitable 
carriage  way  to  approach  it,  nor  appearance  of  regular  paths, 
and  but  little  care,  public  or  private  evidenced  in  or  about  the 
place.  We  recommend  that  some  one  near  the  spot  be  ap- 
pointed to  look  after  it,  and  that  regulations  be  adopted,  which 
shall  tend  to  bring  order  out  of  the  chaos  now  reigning  there, 
and  make  the  place  outwardly  pleasant,  though  its  hidden 
memories  are  ever  sad. 


CHARLES  RAYMOND, 
LEWIS  EDDY, 
C.  F.  BRADFORD, 
EDGAR  C.  RAYMOND, 


i 


V  Committee. 
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VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth:  — 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  following  report  of  Superintendent  of 
Vine  Hills  Cemetery  is  respectfully  submitted : 

No  appropriation  was  made  last  Spring. 

The  undrawn  balance  on  hand  was     $214  40 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots   258  40 

Due  from  deeds  not  delivered   137  90 


$610  70 

Bills  paid   $502  75 

Bills  unpaid   80  00 

Balance  to  new  account   27  95 

  $610  70 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  briefly  give  the  statistics  of 
Vine  Hills  Cemetery  from  the  first,  that  the  citizens  of  the 
Town  may  know  and  value  the  important  interests  therein 
involved. 

Dr. 

To  appropriation  in  1870,  from  abatement  of  taxes.   $1,844  18 

Appropriation  in  1871   1,600  00 

Appropriation  in  1872,  to  grade  main  entrance  . .       200  00 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots  in  1870   138  70 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots  in  1871  . .       365  45 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots  in  1872   614  25 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots  in  1873   500  75 

Cash  from  sale  of  lots  in  1874   258  40 


$6,521  73 
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Ce. 

By  cash  paid  Charles  G.  Davis  for  land. .  $700  00 
.    Cash  paid  Johnson  Davee  for  land. . .       650  00 

Cash  paid  Chas  H.  Paine,  Surveyor  .       436  00 

Cash  paid  for  clearing  land  and  assist- 
ing Surveyor   1,818  33 

Cash  paid  for  fencing   627  17 

Cash  paid  for  general  care  of  and 

grading  avenues   1,320  18 

 $5,551  68 

Overdrawn  appropriation   $29  95 

Number  of  lots  sold  to  date  and  paid  for  is  one 

hundred  and  fifteen,  amounting  to   $1,877  55 

Number  of  lots  sold  to  date  and  not  paid  for  is  ten, 

amounting  to  >   137  90 

$2,015  45 


The  Cemetery  is  laid  out  in  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  lots,  and  many  groves  and  places  are  left  for 
improving  the  general  appearance. 

The  past  year  over  one  hundred  shade  and  ornamental  trees 
have  been  set  out  with  great  care,  and  at  no  little  expense,  to 
insure  their  growth.  The  grounds  and  fences  are  in  good  con- 
dition, and  the  care  of  individuals  in  ornamenting  and  caring 
for  their  lots  is  very  commendable. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  by  no  act  or  service 
has  this  ground  been  set  apart  and  devoted  to  its  intended  use 
Is  not  the  custom  of  consecrating  and  dedicating,  by  solemn 
devotional  and  religious  ceremony,  the  ground  we  set  apart  as  a 
burial  place  for  the  dead,  one  that  we  should  not  ignore? 
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I  respectfully  suggest  that,  the  first  Suuday  in  June  next, 
such  service  be  held,  and  the  place  which  is,  and  is  to  be,  hal- 
lowed by  so  many  tender  memories  be  formally  and  sacredly 
dedicated. 

The  main  aveuue  from  Samoset  street  to  Oak  Grove  Ceme- 
tery is  graded  entire,  and  the  other  should  be.  The  many 
places  left  for  decoration  should  be  set  out  in  hardy  and  self- 
sustaining  shrubbery  and  flowers.  That  this  may  be  done,  and 
expense  of  consecration  be  met,  an  appropriation  of  $200  is 
recommended. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Koman  Catholics  of  this  Town  are 
desirous  of  purchasing  a  part  of  the  Cemetery  for  their  special 
use.  That  part  purchased  of  Johnson  Davee  subsequent  to  the 
survey,  lying  west  of  main  avenue,  could  well  be  spared  for 
that  purpose,  but  without  some  action  of  the  Town,  the  Super- 
intendent would  hardly  feel  authorized  to  make  a  price. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  RAYMOND,  Superintendent. 


PETROLEUM  OIL. 

For  the  Year  ending  Jan.  1,  1875. 

Whole  number  of  barrels  tested,  42. 

For  L.  Pratt  &  Co   . 

Wm.  Dunn,  Jr   . 

Allen  Holmes  

42 


38 
1 

3 


In  1873,  sixty-seven  barrels  were  tested  for  eight  different 
parties. 
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This  very  necessary  and  humane  law  is  each  year  becoming 
less  and  less  respected. 

Probably  there  is  some  less  of  accidents  from  kerosene  oils 
than  if  the  price  ranged  higher,  yet  should  one  keep  the  annual 
record  of  loss  of  life  and  property  from  this  causo,  the  sum 
would  astonish. 

Accidents  would  rarely  occur  were  the  law  strictly  enforced. 

It  will  be  sad  if  the  town  are  awakened  to  the  risk  they  run, 
by  loss  of  life  and  property,  in  consequence  of  violating  this 
law. 

Respectfully, 

J,  C.  FULLER,  Inspector. 


LIQUOR  AGENT. 
The  following  report  of  the  Liquor  Agent  for  the  year  ending 


January  2d,  1875: 

cash  account. 
Cr. 

By  cash  received  from  sales  of  liquors   $4,063  63 

Dr. 

To  cash  paid  for  liquors                        .  $2,799  80 

Cash  paid  for  corks..   5  55 

Cash  paid  for  books  and  papers   13  00 

Cash  paid  for  measures  and  faucets . .  11  20 

Cash  paid  Weston's  Express   19  45 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer   350  00 

Cash  paid  agent's  salary  and  expenses,  515  00 

Balance  due  last  year   55  94 

To  cash  on  hand   293  69 

  $4,033  63 

7 
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MERCHANDISE  ACCOUNT. 

Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1874    $1,258  40 

Liquors  bought  and  paid  for    2,188  35 

Liquors  bought  and  unpaid   385  58 

Net  gain   686  00 

$4,518  33 

Sales  liquor    $4,063  63 

Stock  on  hand   454  70 

  $4,518  33 

E.  &  O.  E.  J.  C.  FULLEK,  Agent 

Plymouth,  Jan.  2,  1875. 


Condition  of  the  Agency  as  made  up  to  Jan.  1,  1875. 

Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1874   $1,258  40 

Less    amount  due   Commissioner  and 

agent   667  39 

Amount  due  Town  Jan.  1,  1874   $591  01 

Stock  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1875   $454  70 

Less  amount  due  Commissioner . .      385  58 

  <|go,  ^2 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1875   293  69 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer   350  00 

  $712  81 

Gain  for  the  year   $121  80 

Amount  due  Town  Jan.  1,  1874   591  01 

Add  gain  for  the  year  as  above   121  80 

$712  81 

Less  amount  paid  Town  Treasurer   350  00 

Amount  due  Town  Jan.  1,  1875   $362  81 

An  express  bill  due  the  estate  of  E.  W.  Bradford,  and  which 
has  not  been  presented,  to  the  amount  of  about  $40,  will  re- 
duce the  gain  to  the  Town  to  that  extent. 
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PLYMOUTH  WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  same,  Dec. 
31,  1874  : 

To  cash  received  from  the  Town  Treasurer  in  six 

annual  payments  of  $1,500  each   $9,000  00 

Interest  and  dividends  received  from  investments,  1,912  19 
Cash  from  sale  of  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad 

Bonds   985  00 

$11,897  19 

Invested  as  follows  : 

Ten  shares  Old  Colony  Bank,  costing   $1,019  61 

Ninety-two  Bonds  Plymouth  Water  Scrip,  cost  and 

interest   9,251  54 

Five  shares  Webster  Bank   500  63 

One  bond  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad   967  39 

Cash  in  bank  and  on  hand   158  02 

$11,H97  19 

Market  value  Dec.  31,  1874  : 

Ten  shares  Old  Colony  National  @  $130   $1,300  00 

Five  shares  Webster  National  Bank  @  $108    540  00 

Ninety-two  bonds  Plymouth  Water  Scrip,  issue  1855,  9,2G0  00 

Interest  on  same  to  Jan.  1,  1875   46  00 

Cash  in  bank   158  02 

$11,244  02 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  1 
WM.  T.  DAVIS,  [  Trustees. 

GEORGE  G.  DYER, 


AGAWAM  AND  HALF-  W AY  POND  FISHERY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Agawam  and  Half-Way  Pond  Fishery 
lor  1874,  would  respectfully  submit  their  Annual  Report : 

For  several  years  last  passed  the  income  of  this  valuable 
herring  privilege  has  not  kept  up  to  its  former  standard  ;  the 
grand  cause  for  this  decline  has  been  the  fish-way  at  the  Glen. 

The  privilege  was  sold  on  the  28th  of  March,  at  Agawam,  to 


George  Sanford,  Esq.,  for   $505  00 

Thomas  Peirce,  Esq.,  at  Half-Way  Pond  for   14  00 


$519  00 

One-half  to  the  Town  of  Plymouth   $259  50 

Expenses  of  the  Plymouth  Committee,  including 

new  platform  at  Agawam   87  37 


Balance  for  Town  of  Plymouth    $172  13 


Of  the  above,  $14  is  now  due  from  Thomas  Peirce,  Esq.,  this 
being  for  the  privilege  at  Half-Way  Pond.  Conditions  of  sales 
being  the  same  as  usual :  Cash  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  15th 
of  June  following  the  date  of  sales.  And  the  inhabitants  of 
Plymouth  and  Wareham  having  equal  privileges  to  purchase 
herring  at  either  of  the  Weirs,  at  the  same  price.  The  Com- 
mittee would  state,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the 
works  on  the  stream,  the  Town  of  Wareham  and  the  Selectmen 
of  Plymouth,  they  have  been  able  to  construct  a  rolling  dam 
across  the  river  below  the  Glen  Charley,  which  will  save  further 
trouble  in  that  place  for  many  years,  and  make  the  Half-Way 
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Pond  privilege,  a  valuable  Herring  Weir,  in  time  to  come.  The 
dam  has  been  contracted  for  and  built  at  the  Glen,  at  a  slight 
expense,  in  comparison  to  its  real  benefit  to  the  fishery  ;  costing 
only  $75, — for  material  and  building, —  the  owners  paying  one- 
third,  the  Town  of  Wareham  one-third,  and  the  Town  of  Ply- 
mouth one-third  of  the  above  expenses.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  fish  have  a  better  way  at  this  time  to  the  head  waters, 
than  there  has  been  since  the  Glen  dam  was  first  built. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  H.  HOLMES,      1       Committee  on 
P.  C.  CHANDLEB,  i  Agawam  and  Half  - 
R.  W.  BAGNALL,    j   Way  Pond  Fishery. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  conformity  with  the  law  establishing  our 
Fire  Department,  I  submit  my  sixth  annual  report,  being  the 
fifth  since  the  introduction  of  steam. 

The  Department  has  been  called  out  eight  times  during  the 
past  year  by  fire  alarms. 

The  Department  is  composed  of  eighty-one  paid  men,  and 
about  one  hundred  volunteers  in  the  two  Steamer  companies. 
The  aparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of  two  steam  and 
one  hand  engine,  with  hose-tenders,  one  hook  and  ladder  car- 
nage, and  five  hose  carts  in  use,  and  three  hand  engines  and 
hose  tenders  in  reserve. 
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There  is  in  use  one  hundred  feet  of  rubber,  nine  hundred 
feet  of  leather,  and  sixteen  hundred  feet  of  Boyd's  patent  lead- 
ing hose,  in  good  order,  and  eight  hundred  feet  of  old  leather 
hose  in  ordinary  condition. 

I  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  four  hundred  feet  of 
new  hose. 

Our  Department  has  been  greatly  improved  within  the  last 
year  by  the  purchase  of  a  new  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  with 
extension  ladders,  and  the  new  and  powerful  Steamer  No.  2. 

Allow  me  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  bet- 
ter house  accommodations  for  the  steamers. 

I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500)  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  ensuiug  year, 
and  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  hose. 

I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  generally  for 
their  prompt  and  cheerful  co-operation  at  all  times ;  especially 
for  their  unanimity  of  action  and  gentle,  manly  behavior, — 
whether  on  parade  or  on  duty,  the  same  good  deportment  being 
observable,  and  I  hope  and  trust  nothing  may  happen  in 
the  future  to  mar  the  kind  feelings  which  are  now  cherished 
towards  each  other. 

To  my  Assistant  Engineers  I  give  my  hearty  thanks  for  their 
prompt  action  so  cheerfully  rendered  at  all  times. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

P.  C.  CHANDLEK,  Chief  Engineer. 

Plymouth,  Jan.  1st,  1875. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Selectmen  —  William  H.  Nelson,  Lemuel  Bradford,  David 
Clark,  Henry  Whiting,  Jr.,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Town  Cleric  —  Leander  Lovell. 

Town  Treasurer  —  Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes  —  Lemuel  Bradford. 

Assessors  —  John  Harlow.  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon 
Perkins. 

Overseers  of  Poor  —  Lemuel  Bradford,  Wm.  H.  Whitman, 
Mrs.  Abby  M.  Hall. 

Sexton  —  Clement  Bates. 

i 

Water  Commissioners  —  Charles  O.  Churchill,  Charles  G. 
Davis,  Samuel  H.  Doten. 

School  Committee  —  Wm.  H.  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stoddard, 
Charles  G.  Davis,  Lem'l  Bradford,  2d,  Benj.  A.  Hathaway, 
George  A.  Tewksbury. 

Superintendent  of  Schools  —  Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee  —  B.  H.  Holmes,  P.  C.  Chandler? 
R.  W.  Bagnall. 

Constables  —  John  Perkins,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Harvey  W 
Weston,  Stephen  Pember,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth. 

Board  of  Health  —  Selectmen. 

Burial  Hill  Committee  —  Charles  Raymond,  Cornelius  F. 
Bradford,  Lewis  Eddy,  Edgar  C.  Raymond. 

Truant  Committee  —  John  Perkins,  Josiah  D.  Baxter,  James 
B.  Collingwood. 
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Surveyors  of  Lumber  —  George  H.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Brown, 
Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 

Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather  —  John  Churchill. 

Committee  on  Plymouth  Beach  —  Thomas  B.  Sears,  Henry 
Whiting,  Charles  Burton,  Josiah  D.  Baxter. 

Surveyors  of  Highways  —  Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers  —  Joseph  F.  Towns,  Nathan 
B.  Perry,  Ezra  Finney,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth,  Stephen  Doten, 
Lewis  W.  Thrasher,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  William  Manter,  Charles 
Raymond,  John  Courtney,  William  Brown,  Joseph  Savery. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish — Josiah  D.  Baxter,  Barnabas  Hedge, 
John  T.  Hall. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works  —  Bichard  W.  Bagnall. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods  —  Franklin  B.  Cobb,  Henry 
Whiting,  Alanson  Thomas,  William  T.  Davis,  Gust  a^  us  G. 
Sampson,  Thomas  Peirce,  Horatio  Wright,  Isaac  N.  Barrows, 
Otis  W.  Burgess,  Truman  Sampson,  Henry  Whiting,  Jr., 
Barnabas  Hedge,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Ezra  Finney,  George 
W.  Cobb,  Aaron  Sampson,  Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  Jr., 
Ephraim  Dunham,  David  Clark. 

Pound  Keepers  —  At  the  Almshouse,  Oliver  T.  Wood;  at 
Chiltonville,  John  Courtney;  at  Manomet  Ponds,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett. 
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VALUATION. 

Personal  property  ,   $1,393,519  00 

Eeal  estate   2,617,300  00 


Assessment  valuation   $3,910,819  00 

Valuation  of  Bank  stock  taxed  by  the  State,  not 

included  in  above  valuation   $519,210  45 

Valuation  of  corporation  stock  taxed  by  the 

State   345,849  77 


Total  valuation   $4,775,879  22 


Number  of  polls,  1,633. 

Gain  in  number  of  polls  from  last  year,  41. 

Gain  in  real  estate,  $356,400.00. 

Gain  in  personal  property,  $305,898.48. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $1  44-100. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,017. 

Increase  since  last  year,  30. 
Number  of  horses,  461. 
Number  of  cows,  368. 
Acres  of  land  taxed,  46,641. 
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Report  of  tl\e  ¥owi\  Clerk. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1874. 

January  1.  Charles  A.  Bumpus  and  Alice  Bancroft,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

January  5.  Sylvanus  S.  Kearny  and  Hattie  A.  Swift,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

January  10.  Isaac  B.  Vail  and  Flora  A.  Morton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

January  11.  Patrick  King,  of  Quincy,  and  Bridget  Carr,  of 
Plymouth. 

January  15.  James  Neal  and  Catharine  Howard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

January  22.    Ellis  Pierce  and  Dora  Paine,  both  of  Plymouth. 
February  4.    Charles  H.  Atwood,  of  Carver,  and  Maggie 

Cassidy,  of  Plymouth. 
February  4.    Merritt  B.  Taylor  and  Ella  A.  Lapham,  both  of 

Ptymouth. 

February  5.  Curtis  Davie,  of  Plymouth,  and  Annie  Green- 
wood, of  Hyde  Park.    Married  at  Hyde  Park. 

February  8.    John  Tolan  and  Ellen  Picket,  both  of  Plymouth. 

February  12.  Charles  S.  Peterson,  of  Plymouth,  and  Abbie 
S.  Went  worth,  of  Middleboro'.    Married  at  Bridgewater. 

February  12.  George  W.  Lewis,  of  Provincetown,  and  Maria 
E.  Collins,  of  Plymouth. 

February  14.  Eugene  W.  Wrightington  and  Mary  A.  Pierce, 
both  of  Plymouth. 
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February  18.  Weston  C.  Yaugn,  Jr.,  and  Nancy  M.  Blanch- 
ard,  both  of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Mattapoisett. 

February  27.  Admiral  J.  Bailey,  of  Marshfield,  and  Gussie  B. 
Collingwood,  of  Plymouth. 

March  1.  George  F.  Pierce  and  Susan  H.  Finney,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

March  5.  Ai  H.  Spaulding  and  Lizzie  W.  Perry,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

March  9.  John  M.  Moody  aDd  Mary  A.  Donahue,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

March  16.  William  B.  Taylor  and  Annie  Shurbert,  both  of 
Wareham. 

March  21.  Oscar  L.  Wilson  and  Margaret  Morey,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  5.    Thomas  King  and  Ann  McNamara,  both  of  Plymouth. 
April  15.    William  S.  Morissej  and  Annie  T.  Stoddard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  18.  Leander  P.  Newhall  and  Carrie  E.  Pierce,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  29.  John  T.  Holmes,  of  Kingston,  and  Olive  M.  Colling- 
wood, of  Plymouth. 

May  3.  Elkauah  Finney  and  Jennie  S.  Doten,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  14  George  Gooding,  of  Plymouth,  and  Carrie  F.  Weston, 
of  Attleborough.    Married  at  Attleborough. 

May  18.  Charles  N.  Howe,  of  Brockton,  and  Anna  Sherman, 
of  Plymouth. 

May  21.  George  H.  Torrence  and  Mary  Quinlan,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  11     John  Dunn  and  Helen  S.  Eaton,  both  of  Plymouth. 
June  13.    Nathaniel  F.  Hant,  of  Braintree,  and  Arianna  P. 
Bobbins,  of  Plymouth. 
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July  8.  William  A.  McEoberts  and  Eleanor  McRoberts,  both 
of  New  York. 

July  16.  William  Whiting  and  Annie  F.  Gleason,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  16.  Robert  D.  Sears  and  Sarah  W.  Howland,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  20.  Sidney  L.  Morse  and  Hattie  A.  Douglas,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  22.  Watson  Ellis  and  Pbebe  P.  Thrasher,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  26.    Wendell   Simmons,  of  Kingston,  and  Priscilla  S. 

Hedge,  of  Plymouth. 
July  29.    Waldo  E.  Cheeny,  of  Milford,  and  Elthrond  P.  Smith, 

of  Douglass. 

August  8.  Joshua  V.  Faunce,  of  Plymouth,  and  Eldora  Drew, 
of  Kingston. 

August  18.  Thomas  M.  Morton,  and  Alice  W.  Holmes,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

August  24.    Charles  H.  Blanchard,  of  Abington,  and  Abby 

Dorr,  of  Plymouth. 
September  1.    James  Warren,  of  New  York,  and  Catharine  R. 

Robbins,  of  Plymouth. 
September  1.    Alpheus  K.  Harmon   and  Clarissa  S.  Bates, 

both  of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Jamaica  Plain. 
September  2.    Henry  J.  Seymour  and  Sarah  S.  Hadaway,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

September  3.  John  T.  Crumrine,  of  Maine,  and  Ada  B.  Swift, 
of  Plymouth. 

September  9.  Presley  Foster,  of  Hanson,  and  Imogene  Chan- 
dler, of  Duxbury. 

September  9.  Philip  Hinckley  and  Belle  Bryant,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 


62 


November  2.  Jacob  Mahler,  Jr.,  and  Margaret  Kenry,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

November  12.    Allen  E.  Proctor,  of  Ecsion,  and  Alice  A. 

Pierce,  of  Plymouth. 
November  21.    John  F.  Bartlett  and  Emma  F.  Bartlett,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

September  12.  William  Fleming,  of  Kingston,  and  Kate  Mur- 
ray, of  Plymouth. 

September  24.  Edwin  Story,  of  Charlestown,  and  Isabel  Sim- 
mons, of  Plymouth. 

September  20.  Benjamin  D.  Clifford,  and  Phebe  R.  Baymond, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

September  28.  Eonah  G.  Harris,  of  Boston,  and  Clara  E. 
Barnes,  of  Plymouth. 

October  6.  Frank  B.  Holmes  and  Addie  M.  Bartlett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

October  7.  Arthur  L.  Tribble  and  Lucy  H.  Goddard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

October  11.  Eden  R.  Tillson  and  Susan  Nutter,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  at  Middleboro. 

October  11.  Bobert  Cassidy,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Ellen  Bell 
of  Middleboro.    Married  at  Middleboro. 

October  12.  Bichard  A.  Hatton,  of  "Worcester,  and  Mary  T. 
Bumpus,  of  Plymouth. 

October  12.  Edgar  J.  Wright,  of  Sandwich,  and  Lucy  J.  Har- 
rison, of  Plymouth. 

October  22.  Amasa  Holmes  and  Nancy  Bobbins,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

October  24.  Henry  J.  Voght  and  Sarah  J.  Griffin,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

October  29.  Daniel  W.  Holmes  and  Clara  M.  Potter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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November  21.    William  H.  Hall  and  Catharine  M.  Hogan,  both 

of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Abington. 
November  21.    K.  Herbert  Shaw  and  Maria  E.  Hipson,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

November  22.    Frank  E.  Manter,  and  Esther  M.  Beckman,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

November  24.    Frank  M.  Shiverick  and  Martha  J.  Stevens, 

both  of  Plymouth. 
November  25.    Winslow  L.  Jones,  of  Abington,  and  Lizzie  D. 

Hoyt,  of  Plymouth. 
November  26.    Oscar  E.  Johnson,  of  Plymouth,  and  Maria  E. 

Graham,  of  Hopkinton.  Married  at  Hopkinton. 
*  December  1.    Josiah  L,  Holmes  and  Abbie  F.  Churchill,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

December  10.    Albert  T.  Finney  and  Carrie  C.  Paty,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

December  15.    John  G.  Walker  and  Ada  A.  Chase,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

December  24.    Albert  T.  Harlow  and  Alice  Whitten,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

December  25.    John  A.  Croghan  and  Katie  L.  Hurley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

December  25.    William  H.  Green  and  Fannie  R  Swift,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

December  26.    James  F.  Berry  and  Deborah  L.  Thomas,  both 

of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Abington. 
December  31.    Stephen  K.  Wilson,  and  Alice  L.  Barnes,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

December  31.    George  B.  Hathaway  and  Ella  J.  Smart,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Number  of  marriages  registered,  77. 
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SUMMARY. 


BIRTHS. 

Whole  number  of  Births   198 

Males   97 

Females  101 

  198 

DEATHS. 

Whole  number  of  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1874 ....  136 

Males  62 

Females  ,  74 

  136 

Under  5  years   47 

From    5  to  10  years   2 

"     10  to  20    "    2 

"     20  to  30     "    8 

"     30  to  40    "    7 

"     40  to  50     "    9 

"     50  to  60     "     . . . .  ;   5 

"     60  to  70     "    22 

"     70  to  80     "    19 

"     80  to  90    "    14 

Over  90  years   1 

  136 
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TOWN  MEETING. 

Copy  of  Articles  in  Warrant  for  Town  Meeting,  to  be  held  in 
Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  1st,  1875. 

1.  To  Choose  a  Moderator. 

2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  officers. 

3.  To  choose  a  Water  Commissioner. 

4.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  Aga- 
wam  and  Half-way  Pond  rivers,  and  to  take  such  other  action 
relative  to  the  same  as  may  be  necessary. 

5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and  Committees 
of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipa- 
tion of  taxes,  and  for  disbursement  under  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  relating  to  State  Aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Town  after  January  1,  1876. 

7.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  Jurors  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen. 

8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector  of  Taxes 
to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  Town  Treas- 
urer, when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 

9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  raise  such 
sums  of  money  therefor  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 


70 

10  To  see  if  the  Town  will  take  measures  to  establish  a 
Sinking  Fund,  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  issued  for  stock 
in  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Co.,  as  authorized  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  and  elect  Trustees  for  the  same. 

U  To  hear  the  report  of  an  alteration  of  Oak  street,  with 
the  boundaries  and  admeasurements  thereof,  and  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  same. 

12  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  to  fit  up  the  Armory  of  the  Standish  Guards, 
petitioned  for  by  Herbert  Morissey  and  others. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 


FOR  THE 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JAN  1,  1876, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Superintendent  of  Schools, 


FOR  TIIK  YEAR  1875-0. 


PLYMi )  I  r  1 1 

Avery  &  Doten,  Steam  Book  and  Job  Printers. 

1876. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TOWN  OFFICERS 

OP  THE 

TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH, 

FOR  THE 

FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JAN  1,  1876, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1875-6. 


PLYMOUTH  : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Steam  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1876. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  cor- 
rect, and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1, 1875    $8,274  89 

Dog  fund  from  the  County.                                . .  417  81 

School  fund  from  the  State   371  22 

Sale  school  books     899  37 

Sale  Cedarville  school  house  and  rent   175  50 

Militia  armory  rent  refunded   350  00 

Almshouse  reimbursements    1,132  47 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials   8,537  75 

Circus  license   50  00 

Interest  on  taxes   842  94 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   450  00 


Amount  carried  forward  $21,501  95 


4 

Amount  brought  for ivard  $21,501  95 

Agawam  and  Half-Way  Pond  fishery   288  36 

J.  C.  Fuller,  settlement  Liquor  Agency  ...        ...  300  00 

Fines  for  violation  of  Town  By-Laws    40  00 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans   11  34 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   36  78 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery,  sale  of  lots.         ,        ....  286  25 

Road  department  reimbursement    720  59 

State  aid  refunded   3,306  20 

National  Bank  tax  from  State   6,590  14 

Corporation  tax    4,832  61 

Insane  Poor  reimbursements    37  55 

Fire  department  reimbursements     96  71 

Contingent   16  39 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   10  00 

Reuben  Sherman  loans   1,600  00 

P.  H.  Haskell  loans   1,500  00 

Taxes,  1869    31  22 

Taxes,  1870    48  65 

Taxes,  1871    159  66 

Taxes,  1872   1,370  94 

Taxes,  1873    2,136  53 

Taxes,  1874    8,344  56 

Taxes,  1875      50,478  71 

Non-resident  Bank  tax   4,121  15 

Miscellaneous  receipts     2  25 

Liquor  Licenses   712  50 

New  road  reimbursements     1,002  75 


$106,583  79 


0 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments  as 


follows  : 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund   $2,526  54 

State  tax   5,480  00 

Bank  tax   3,960  14 

County  tax   4,588  76 

Cedarville  school  house   27  70 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   215  76 

Widows                                                      ...  315  00 

Water  Scrip  sinking  fund    500  00 

Water  Works,  and  interest  on  scrip   10,232  58 

Watch  and  Police   1,081  08 

Treasurer's  salary  ;    500  00 

Town  debt   8,743  80 

Collector  of  Taxes   450  00 

Sexton   125  00 

State  Aid   3,552  42 

Schools   17,040  48 

Roads  and  bridges    7,469  03 

New  roads   6,344  98 

Insane  poor    1,081  27 

Poor   7,374  06 

Abatements   932  46 

Herring  money   254  35 

Fire  department   2,890  94 

Burial  Hill       291  62 

Contingent     3,633  35 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,148  27 

Assessors    646  43 

Training  Green  fund    178  20 

South  Plymouth  Burial  Ground   200  00 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank  loans   3,000  00 

Armory  Standish  Guards    298  87 

Agawam  fishery     35  00 

State  of  Massachusetts,  liquor  licenses ...    178  12 

Cash  on  hand    11,287  58 


$106,583  79 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 


follows : 

Assessors                                                      ....  $421  91 

Contingent   1,007  17 

Abatements   656  95 

Poor     203  00 

Insane  Poor                                                       .  117  89 

New  roads  .*     2,302  35 

Eoads  aDd  bridges   792  58 

Collector  of  taxes   4  59 

Town  debt   347  06 

Widows    23  01 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   40  54 

Watch  and  police   20  17 

Training  Green  fund   462  83 

Armory  Standish  Guards   1  13 

Fresh  Brook  fishery      66  72 

Warren  fund   1,000  00 


$7,467  90 

The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriations  are  as  follows : 

South  Plymouth  Burial  Ground   $200  00 

Water  works   2,252  48 

Herring  money    621 

Schools   438  87 

Fire  department      1,246  41 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   235  44 

Burial  Hill   8  67 

Cedarville  school  house   16  27 


$4,404  35 
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TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan. 

Seventy  $1,000  6  per  cent,  coupon  bonds, 
dated  June  1,  1855,  payable  June  1, 
1885     $70,000  00 

Twenty  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 
Aug.  1,  1864,  payable  Aug.  1,  1894. . . .  20,000  00 

'  $90,000  00 

DtJXBURY  &  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

$40,000  7  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  April  1, 

1874  ;  payable  April  1,  1884    40,000  00 

Funded  Debt. 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 
April  13,  1868  ;  payable  in  ten  years, 
interest  6  per  cent  .     $5,000  00 

Notes  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 
Sept.  18,  1868 ;  payable  in  ten  years ; 
interest,  6  per  cent   10,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 
Feb.  18,  1868 ;  payable  in  ten  years ; 
interest  6  per  cent     6,724  65 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  dated 
Aug.  5,  1872,  on  demand  ;  interest,  6^ 
per  cent   11,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  dated 
April  12, 1875,  on  demand  ;  interest,  6£ 
per  cent.       i   2,500  00 

Notes  to  Henry  Sherman,  on  demand  ;  in- 
terest, 6  per  cent   1,250  00 


Amounts  carried  forward . .  .$36,474  65  130,000  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward .  . .  $36,474  65  130,000  00 

Note  to  Reuben  Sherman,  on  demand  ; 

interest,  6  per  cent   3,200  00 

Note  to  A.  M.  Diaz,  on  demand  ;  interest, 

6  percent  !   100  00 

Note  to  Emma  Davee,  on  demand  ;  inter- 
est, 6  per  cent   300  00 

Note  to  Philip  H.  Haskell,  on  demand ; 

interest,  6  per  cent   1,500  00 

$41,574  65 

Undrawn  balances    7,467  90 

$49,042  55 

Less  uncollected  taxes  : 
1870   $8  55 

1871    203  37 

1872   295  89 

1873   277  95 

1874   496  11 

1875   7,012  90 

$8,294  77 

Due  from  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  State  aid   3,445  27 

Cash  on  hand   11,287  58 

 $23,027  62 

 $26,014  93 

Total  debt  $156,014  93 

Indebtedness,  Jan.  1,  1875  $169,526  78 

Water  loan  paid  in  1875. .  .  $12,000  00 

Temporary  loan  paid  in  1875,  1,511  85 

  13,511  85 

 $156,014  93 
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The  principal  of  the  Town  debt  has  been  reduced  the  past 
year  in  the  sum  of  $13,511.85,  as  appears  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, not  counting  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Duxbury  k 
Cohasset  Eailroad  sinking  fund,  $1,500  of  which  was  appro- 
priated and  paid  the  past  year.  $12,000  of  the  above  amount 
was  for  the  payment  of  the  water  debt,  which  became  due  June 
1st,  and  was  derived  from  the  sinking  fund  created  and  set  apart 
for  that  purpose. 

The  further  sum  of  $1,511.85,  which  is  the  reduction  of  the 
funded  and  temporary  indebtedness,  is  less  by  the  sum  of  $988.15 
than  was  anticipated  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and 
included  in  the  appropriation  for  Town  debt.  The  difference 
is  explained  by  the  large  overdrafts  in  the  Water  and  Fire  de- 
partments, increasing  the  aggregate  overdrafts  over  last  year 
in  the  sum  of  $1,668.16,  and  in  leaving  out  of  the  assets  the 
amount  due  from  water  rents  in  arrears. 

This  has  been  partially  offset  by  the  increased  revenue  de 
rived  from  miscellaneous  receipts  over  the  estimates  made  from 
the  appropriation  list,  and  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  remedied 
in  the  future  by  the  different  departments  confining  themselves 
strictly  to  the  appropriations  made  at  the  annual  meetings.  It 
may  be  proper  here  to  say  that  the  large  overdrafts,  which  is 
principally  in  the  Water  department,  has  been  caused  by  the 
large  outlay  necessitated  by  the  severe  weather  of  the  past  win- 
ter, which  by  freezing  the  pipes  diminished  the  receipts  from 
water  rents,  and  occasioned,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission 
ers,  a  survey  of  the  works  by  a  competent  engineer,  and  to  car- 
ry out  his  suggestions  by  the  insertions  of  gates,  <fec,  incurred 
large  expenditures. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Selectmen  did  not  feel  war- 
ranted in  refusing  to  draw  orders  for  the  expenditure,  al- 
though in  excess  of  appropriations. 
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There  has  been  paid  during  the  year  note  to  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  $5,000 ;  also  note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  for 
$2,500,  and  additional  payments  made  on  account  of  the. princi- 
pal of  notes  at  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  and  individual  loans  to 
the  amount  of  $4,200,  in  all  $11,700.  New  loans  have  been 
effected,  in  lieu  of  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  $8,100,  leaving  the 
funded  debt  less  by  the  sum  of  $3,600  than  was  reported  last 
year.  $1,000  of  the  above  payments  was  derived  from  the  leg- 
acy left  by  the  will  of  Richard  Warren  in  trust  to  the  Selectmen 
and  their  successors  forever,  the  same  to  be  by  them  safely  in- 
vested, the  income  to  be  applied  by  them  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  trust  and  for  the  improvement  of  Burial 
Hill. 

It  was  deemed  by  the  Board  the  safest  form  of  investment  to 
cancel  so  much  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Town  by  applying  it 
for  that  purpose;  the  sum  so  received  and  paid  has  been  cred- 
ited on  the  Treasurer's  books  to  the  Warren  fund,  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  undrawn  balances  and  appears  in  that  form  as 
indebtedness  of  the  Town. 

The  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  reduction  of  the  funded  debt 
as  compared  with  the  last  report,  viz.,  $3,600,  and  the  actual 
reduction,  viz.,  $1,511.85  is  caused  by  the  excess  of  overdrafts, 
<fec,  heretofore  alluded  to. 

The  depression  in  business  is  more  general  than  at  any  time 
for  many  years.  The  result  is  seen  in  the  depreciation  in  all 
classes  of  property.  Failures  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  dis- 
trust in  business  circles  everywhere  prevails.  Labor  is  poorly 
paid,  and  without  steady  employment  in  most  if  not  oil  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  manufacture,  and  economy  in  erery  direction 
is  demanded,  not  less  in  Town  and  City  governinents,than  in 
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State  and  National  affairs.  And  while  taxation  is  always  con- 
sidered burdensome,  it  becomes  doubly  so  under  the  present 
condition  of  affairs.  And  while  there  are  necessary  expendi- 
tures in  Town  affairs  which  must  be  provided  for,  there  are 
many  which  can  be  dispensed  with  without  serious  detriment 
when  occasion  demands  it,  and  in  submitting  to  the  Town  the 
list  of  appropriations  for  the  current  year,  the  Selectmen  feel 
themselves  justified  in  making  reductions  wherever  practicable, 
and  postponing  all  projects  which  can  be  with  safety  delayed 
until  the  burdens  can  be  more  easily  borne  than  at  present,  and 
trust  it  will  be  so  considered  and  acted  on  by  the  Town. 

The  compliance  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  by  the  Collector 
of  Taxes  has  reduced  the  outstanding  taxes  within  the  past 
year  from  $13,373.47,  as  appears  in  the  last  report,  to  $8,294.77 
at  the  close  of  the  books,  Dec.  31st,  1875.  The  same  policy 
should  be  adhered  to,  and  if  followed,  will  save  the  Town  much 
which  will  otherwise  be  lost,  and  prove,  in  most  cases,  beneficial 
to  the  tax  payer,  who  can  pay  a  small  tax  easier  than  a  large 
one  grown  from  the  accumulation  of  several  years  with  interest 
and  expenses  added  to  it. 

The  Selectmen  recommend  that  the  note  at  the  Plymouth 
Savings  Bank  of  $2,500  be  paid  during  the  year,  and  included 
in  the  appropriation  for  Town  debt. 
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TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


By  undrawn  balance   $1,736  58 

Appropriation  . . ,   6,500  00 

Interest  received  from  Collector  of  Taxes   842  94 

Eebate  of  interest.    .   . .    11  34 


$9,090  86 

Expended. 

Interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  E.E.  loan  $2,800  00 

Interest  on  Funded  debt   2,862  06 

Paid  note  at  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  . .  .     2,500  00 


Paid  note  of  B.  L.  Battles   100  00 

Paid  on  account  note  A.  M.  Diaz   100  00 

Interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes,       381  74 

  8,743  80 

Undrawn     $347  06 


There  will  be  required  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  Duxbury 
<fe  Cohasset  Railroad,  and  Funded  loan,  and  loans  in  anticipa- 
tion of  taxes,  about  $5,800.  In  order  to  pay  the  note  due  to 
the  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  of  $2,500,  as  desired,  an  appropria- 
tion of  $7,500  will  be  needed,  in  addition  to  the  balance  now 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  and  interest,  which  may  be 
expected  from  delinquent  taxes. 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


By  appropriations  

Reimbursements  


$7,700  00 
720  59 


$8,420  59 


Overdrawn  balance,  1874 


$158  98 


Amount  expended  in  1875    7,469  03 

  7,628  01 


The  amount  expended  on  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year  is 
^7,469.03,  from  which  should  be  deducted  the  earnings  of  the 
teams  in  other  departments,  leaving  $6,718.44  as  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  the  department.  Of  this  amount,  $1,052.97  was  ex- 
pended in  March  for  the  removal  of  snow,  and  which  occasioned 
an  additional  appropriation  at  the  April  meeting. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  expense  during  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  a  wall  to  support  the  road  near  the  estate  of  Ellis 
Whiting,  in  Chiltonville,  which  cost  the  sum  of  $100.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  drain  pipe  has  been  laid  where  the  gutters 
crossed  the  road-ways.  The  grade  of  High  street  has  been 
changed,  and  paved  gutters  on  each  side  of  the  road  sub- 
stituted for  the  paved  street,  and  sidewalks  constructed,  making 
it  more  convenient  and  safe  for  public  travel. 

The  roads  in  general  throughout  the  Town  have  been,  it  is 
believed,  improved,  and  kept  up  as  near  as  possible  to  the  re- 
quirements of  public  travel  over  them.  The  teams  and  equip- 
ments have  been  kept  in  order  and  repair,  and  the  value  of  the 
property  has  not  materially  decreased. 

The  uncertainty  as  to  the  expenditure  on  account  of  snow 
makes  it  difficult  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  how 


Undrawn  

Orders  drawn  not  paid 


$792  58 


$102  86 
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much  can  be  relied  upon  from  the  appropriations  for  the  neces- 
sary repairs  of  roads.  The  appropriations  last  year  were  re- 
commended at  the  last  moment,  with  the  belief  that  we  should 
escape  with  little,  if  any,  expense  from  that  source,  and  the 
whole  snow  bills  for  the  year  occurred  after  that  date. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  department  since  last  year,  by 
the  completion  of  the  Rocky  Hill  and  other  roads,  some  four 
miles  of  new  road,  a  portion  of  which  will  require  considerable 
outlay  so  meet  the  expectations  of  the  public,  principally  on  the 
Rocky  Hill  road  and  beyond.  The  roads  otherwise,  it  is  ex- 
pected, can  be  kept  up  to  the  present  standard,  and  the  appro- 
priation somewhat  reduced  from  that  of  last  year.  An  appro- 
priation of  $7,000  is  recommended. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Or. 

By  undrawn  balance     $1,944  58 

Appropriation     5,700  00 

Received  from  Town  of  Kingston   2  75 

Reimbursements  from  the  County.   1,000  00 

$8,647*33 

De. 

To  payments  on  Oak  Street   $943  12 

Payments  on  Rocky  Hill  road   4,492  33 

Payments  on  Depot  road,  Kingston. .  26  80 

Payments  widening  bridge  and  road 

at  Manomet  Ponds   728  72 

Payments  on  Holmes'  road   154  01 

 $6,344  98 

Undrawn   $2,302  35 

Orders  drawn  not  paid  $91  99 


During  the  year  there  has  been  expended,  as  appears  from  the 
above  statement,  for  labor  and  materials  on  new  roads,  the  sum 
of  $6,344  98.  The  Rockv  Hill  road,  which  was  under  contract 
to  Phillip  H.  Haskell,  was  completed  about  July  30,  and  accept- 
ed by  the  Commissioners,  and  opened  for  public  travel  soon 
after.  The  obstacles  in  building  the  road  were  greater  in  some 
portions  than  were  anticipated,  and  which  delayed  the  work, 
but  the  contractor  in  general  faithfully  performed  his  work,  and 
the  road,  it  is  believed,  will  compare  favorably  with  any  new 
road  built  in  this  vicinity  by  contract.  The  road,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  the  meeting  house  at  South  Plymouth,  was  all  in- 
cluded under  one  survey,  and  known  under  the  name  of  the  Rocky 
Hill  road.  The  cost  to  date  has  been  $7,583.10,  and  including 
the  widening  at  the  mill  site  beyond,  viz.,  $728.72,  has  cost 
$8,311.82.  The  Commissioners  have  awarded  to  the  Town,  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  road,  the  sum  of  $1,000,  which 
appears  as  an  item  of  credit  to  new  road  account. 

There  has  been  expended  on  Oak  street  during  the  year,  the 
sum  of  $943.12,  and,  with  the  amount  expended  last  year,  viz., 
$798.18,  makes  a  total  expended  to  date  of  $1,741.30.  The  road 
in  general  is  reduced  to  grade,  and  will  only  require  a  small 
amount  of  grading  over  the  land  of  Mrs.  Field  to  complete  it. 
The  embankments  will  require  grading  after  the  action  of  the 
frost  has  ceased,  and  a  portion  of  the  road  will  require  loaming 
and  fencing.  To  complete  the  road,  including  the  land  damages 
awarded  but  not  yet  paid,  will  require  an  estimated  outlay  of 
$1,000. 

The  Holmes'  road  at  Manomet  has  been  completed  at  an 
outlay  this  year  of  $154.01,  and  including  the  amount  expended 
last  year,  makes  the  whole  cost  of  the  road  $260.90.    The  road 
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to  the  Seaside  depot,  which  has  been  worked  in  connection  with 
the  Town  of  Kingston,  has  cost  $113.79,— $88.99  of  which  had 
not  been  paid  when  the  books  were  closed,  and  is  included  in 
the  orders  drawn  and  not  paid. 

Of  the  various  petitions  submitted  to  the  Selectmen  for  the 
laying  out  of  new  roads,  only  two  have  been  favorably  con- 
sidered. The  most  important  of  which  is  the  road  leading  from 
the  Cliff  by  the  house  of  David  Finney  to  the  Sandwich  road, 
and  which  had  been  surveyed  and  partial  action  taken  for  the 
laying  out  some  three  years  since,  and  was  postponed  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  outlay  required  in  other  directions.  While 
the  road,  if  worked  and  widened,  would  be  a  public  convenience, 
it  being  the  only  connection  with  the  Sandwich  and  Warren 
roads  running  parallel  for  a  distance  of  1\  miles,  still  the  greater 
convenience  would  accrue  to  the  people  living  on  and  near  the 
line  of  it.  The  chief  obstacle  to  the  laying  out  lies  in  the  land 
damages  claimed  by  the  abuttors,  and  which  the  Selectmen  con- 
sider excessive.  The  laying  out  and  awards  for  damage  will 
be  made  by  the  Selectmen  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  the  Town 
can  then  either  accept  or  reject  their  action. 

The  other  petition  is  simply  for  a  widening  of  the  Beaver 
Dam  road  from  its  commencement  past  the  Parish  House,  so 
called.  No  land  damage  is  claimed  by  the  abuttors,  and  the 
expense  to  the  Town  will  not  exceed  $75.  The  widening  will 
save  in  the  removal  of  snow,  and  the  material  is  needed  to  re- 
pair the  roads  in  the  vicinity. 

The  sum  to  the  credit  of  new  roads  will  complete  all  that  is 
anticipated,  and  no  appropriation  is  asked  for. 
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WATER  WORKS. 

t 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance     $557  65 

Interest  on  scrip   5,883  00 

Eepairs,  extensions,  and  engineers'  expenses    .  4,349  58 


$10,790  23 

Ob 

By  water  rents  and  materials.   8,537  75 


Overdrawn   .  .      $2,252  48 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   $3  80 


The  expenditures  on  the  Works  the  past  year  have  been  larger 
than  usual,  from  causes  heretofore  alluded  to,  and  will  be  more 
fully  explained  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  interest  on  the  Water  loan  has  been  reduced  in  the 
sum  of  $720  by  the  payment  of  that  portion  of  the  debt  which 
matured  June  1. 

The  Collector  reports  the  amount  of  water  rents  in  arrears 
and  uncollected  $430,  notwithstanding  the  explicit  vote  of  the 
Town,  which  required  the  Superintendent  to  shut  off  water  from 
all  parties  in  arrears.  The  Selectmen  recommend  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000,  which,  with  the  amount  of  water  rents  in 
arrears,  and  the  surplus  income,  which  may  be  expected  in  case 
only  the  ordinary  expenses  are  incurred,  will  meet  the  deficiency 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance,  Jan.  1,  1875  

Amount  expended  in  1875  


$452  18 
2,890  94 


$3,343  12 


Cr. 


By  appropriation  

Cash  from  sale  of  old  hose  

Cash  received  from  AVater  Works. .  .  . 


$2,000  00 
90  23 
6  48 


2,096  71 


Overdrawn   

Orders  drawn  not  paid, 


$43  70 


$1,246  41 


The  large  expenditure  in  this  department  is  explained  by  the 
removal  of  the  Engine  house  from  Russell  street  to  Seaside,  and 
fi  tting  up  the  same,  the  expense  of  which,  amounting  to  $387.23, 
has  been  charged  to  this  account.  There  has  also  been  ex- 
pended for  new  hose  $825.93,  of  which  $273.38  was  required  to 
fit  up  the  engine  at  Seaside,  making  the  whole  cost  of  locating 
an  engine  there,  $666.01. 

The  expenses  on  the  steamers  have  been  larger  than  usual, 
and  in  locating  and  repairing  hydrants,  which  should  make  the 
department  in  good  condition,  and  requiring  less  outlay  in  these 
•directions  the  coming  year. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  an  engine  at  Seaside,  with  a  full 
complement  of  men  at  the  same  pay  as  allowed  those  attached 
to  the  engines  in  the  central  portion  of  the  Town  liable  to  much 
greater  service,  would  seem  to  be  an  unnecessary  expense,  as 
the  cost  of  fully  insuring  all  the  property  protected  would  not 
exceed  the  sum  required  to  maintain  a  full  paid  company  in  that 
locality. 

The  Selectmen  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $3,500  to  meet 
the  deficiency  and  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 
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POOR. 


Cb. 


By  appropriation . . 
Beimbursements 


$6,500  00 
1,132  47 


$7,632  47 


Dr. 


To  overdrawn  balance 


$55  41 


Payments  in  1875   7,374  06 

 $7,429  47 


$203  00 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   $62.86 


The  net  expenses  of  this  department  have  exceeded  the  pre- 
vious year  in  the  sum  of  $57.70,  while  the  outstanding  orders 
drawn  but  not  paid  are  less  in  the  sum  of  $214,  taking  into  the 
account  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  to  the  Town  of  Sandwich 
charged  in  the  expenditures  of  last  year,  and  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  city  of  Boston  in  settlement  of  a  similar  claim, 
show  that  the  expenses  have  actually  exceeded  those  of  last 
year  in  the  vicinity  of  $500,  notwithstanding  the  decline  in  most 
articles  of  consumption. 

Whether  we  are  more  unfortunate  than  other  towns  in  the 
number  and  condition  of  those  requiring  aid,  cannot  so  readily 
be  ascertained,  but  that  our  expenses  far  exceed  the  ratio  of 
other  towns  is  apparent  from  their  reports.  The  Overseers'  re- 
port will  explain  more  fully,  it  is  expected,  the  condition  of 
the  department. 


The  Overseers  ask  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year,  viz., 
$6,500. 
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INSANE  POOR. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   #1,500  00 

Reimbursement   37  55 

 $1,537  55 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance ...    ...      $338  39 

Payments  in  1875    1,081  27 

 1,419  66 

Undrawn    $]17  89 

The  number  of  persons  wholly  supported  at  the  State  Asy- 
lums for  the  Insane  is  five,  and  outside  aid  is  given  in  one 
instance. 

Application  has  been  made  recently  to  the  Overseers  to  re- 
move a  person  to  one  of  the  Asylums,  and  the  probability  is 
that  she  will  become  dependent  on  the  Town,  which  will  neces- 
sitate an  increased  expense  in  this  department. 

The  sum  of  $1,250  is  recommended  as  an  appropriation  for 
the  current  year. 


CONTINGENT. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation    $3,500  00 

Undrawn  balance   1,124  13 

Cash  from  pipe  sold.  .    .         16  39 

  $4,640  52 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1875   3,633  35 


Undrawn   $1,007  17 

Orders  drawn  not  paid  $5  55 


An  appropriation  of  $3,000  is  recommended. 
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TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 


Cr. 


By  undrawn  balance 
Interest  received 


$604  25 
36  78 


$641  03 


Dr. 


To  expended  in  1875 


178  20 


Undrawn 


$462  83 


The  sum  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Selectmen  to  protect 
the  Soldiers'  Monument  was  found  insufficient  to  fully  carry 
out  the  plan  proposed.  An  architect  was  consulted,  who 
viewed  the  grounds  and  monument,  and  submitted  a  plan  for  a 
fence,  which  was  generally  acceptable  and  in  harmony  with  the 
design  of  the  monument,  but  which  would  not  fully  answer  the 
main  purpose  in  keeping  away  from  the  base  the  children  who 
now  play  about  it  and  deface  it.  It  was  finally  decided  to  flag 
the  space  between  the  ste,ps  and  base  of  the  monument  with 
marble  tile,  which  has  been  done  in  a  thorough  manner,  and 
has  cost,  with  the  amount  paid  the  architect,  the  sum  expended 
in  the  account.  The  fence  completed  would  cost  in  the  vicinity 
of  $400,  which,  added  to  the  amount  already  expended,  would 
exceed  the  appropriation  in  the  vicinity  of  $200.  And  before 
assuming  any  further  outlay,  which  some  think  may  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  which  if  carried  out  would  dwarf  and  detract 
from  the  appearance  of  the  monument  at  a  distance,  the  Se- 
lectmen prefer  the  expression  of  the  Town  in  the  matter,  and 
have  consequently  delayed  further  action  until  that  time. 
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VINE  HILLS  CEMETER  Y. 
Cr. 

By  cash  received  from  sale  of  lots   $286  25 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $29  95 

Amount  paid  in  1875   215  76 

  245  71 

Undrawn   .       $40  54 

There  has  been  lots  sold  and  deeds  not  yet  delivered  amount- 
ing to  $112.30,  which,  with  the  balance  on  hand,  will  be  availa- 
ble for  the  care  and  improvements  of  the  grounds  already  laid 
out.  The  Superintendent  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $200  to 
complete  the  grading  of  avenues  now  only  partially  worked, 
and  to  open  avenues  to  lots  not  now  available,  and  which  are 
called  for. 

The  Selectmen  concur  with  the  Superintendent  in  the  sum 
asked  for,  and  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $200. 


SCHOOLS. 
Dr.  . 

To  overdrawn  balance,  Dec.  31st,  1875. .      $587  29 

Amount  expended  in  1875   17,040  48 

 $17,627  77 

Cr. 

By  appropriation  $15,500  00 

Massachusetts  School  Fund   .       371  22 

Dog  fund    417  81 

Rent   50 

Cash  from  sale  of  books   899  37 

 $17188  90 


Overdrawn  

Orders  drawn  not  paid 


  $438  87 

$105  74 
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The  Committee  have  decided  that  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  High  School  will  require  an  addition  to  the  present  school 
room,  and  repairs  are  needed  to  put  the  building  otherwise  in 
good  condition,  and  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,500  for  that 
purpose. 

The  vote  of  the  Town  last  year  instructed  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  include  their  report  with  the  town  report,  and  refer- 
ence to  that  will,  it  is  expected,  explain  fully  the  condition  and 
needs  of  the  department. 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE, 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1875   $1,148  27 

Or. 

By  balance  undrawn   $12  83 

Appropriation   900  00 

  $912  83 

Overdrawn   $235  44 

There  are  twenty-nine  street  lanterns  burning  gas,  an  addition 
of  one  during  the  year.  Fifteen  new  lanterns  have  been  added 
m  different  localities,  burning  either  oil  or  illuminating  gas. 

Petitions  have  been  presented  where  the  lanterns  have  been 
located  at  private  expense,  for  the  Town  to  assume  the  lighting 
and  care  of  the  same,  and  wherever  they  have  been  located  on 
streets  to  accommodate  the  public,  have  been  granted,  it  having 
been  the  uniform  policy  of  the  Town  in  such  cases.  A  defi- 
ciency exists,  as  appears  in  the  foregoing  account,  which  to  pro- 
vide for  and  meet  t}\e  current  expenses  of  the  year,  will  require i 
an  appropriation  of  $1,350. 
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TREASUBER. 
Or. 

By  appropriation          ,   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  in  1875    $500  00 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Or. 

By  balance  undrawn   $261^25 

Appropriation   800  00 

Fines,  violation  Town  by-laws   40  00 

 $1,101  25 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1875   ...     1,081  08 


Undrawn   $20  17 


BURIAL  HILL. 
Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance   $32  95 

Appropriation   250  00 

  $282  95 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1875   291  62 


Overdrawn   $8  67 


An  appropriation  of  $250  is  recommended. 
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ABATEMENTS. 
Or. 

By  undrawn  balance   $800  81 

Overlay  in  1875   788  60 

 $1^589  41 

Dr. 

To  abatements  in  1875   932  46 

Undrawn   $656  95 


SEXTON. 
Ce. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1875   $125  00 


ASSESSORS* 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,300  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $231  66 

Expenditure  in  1875   646  43 

  878  09 

Undrawn   $421  91 

Orders  drawn  not  paid   $227  50 


4 
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DUXBURY  &  CO  HAS  SET  RAILROAD  SINKING 


FUND. 
Cb. 

By  appropriation   $2,526  54 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  Trustees   $2,526  54 


FRESH  BROOK. 
Cb. 

Balance  January,  1875   $56  72 

Beceived  from  sale  of  Brook   10  00 


Undrawn   $66  72 


HERRING  MONEY. 
Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance,  Dec.  31,  1874 ....       $51  86 

Payments  in  1875   254  35 

  $306  21 

Cb. 

By  dividends  Old  Colony  Bank   300  00 


Overdrawn    $6  21 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 
The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  reported  in  good  condition. 
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APPR  OP  MIA  TIONS. 

The  following  appropriations  for  the  current  year  are 
recommended  : 

Poor   $6,500  00 

Town  debt     7,500  00 

Roads  and  bridges     7,000  00 

Insane  poor       1,250  00 

Schools   15,500  00 

Fire  department   3,500  00 

Contingent   3,000  00 

Watch  and  police   1,225  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   1,350  00 

Assessors   700  00 

Treasurer   500  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Collector  of  taxes   450  00 

Burial  hill   250  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

South  Plymouth  burial  ground   350  00 

Water  works   1,000  00 

Vine  Hills  cemetery   200  00 

Addition  and  repairs  of  High  School  house   1,500  00 

$53,400  00 

The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated  is  as 
follows  : 


8,000  00 


$45,400  00 
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Leaving  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars, 
which  it  is  recommended  be  raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  current  year,  and  is  less  by  the  sum  of  $2,034.50  than 
was  assessed  last  year,  taking  into  account  the  reduction  which 
is  made  in  Corporation  and  Bank  tax. 

The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  most  classes  of  property 
will  probably  show  a  diminished  valuation  for  assessment,  and 
even  with  the  reduction  in  appropriations,  will  make  the  rate 
nearly  or  quite  equal  to  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ^  Sdedmen 
LEMUEL  BBADFOBD,  |  beLectnfien 
DAVID  CLABK,  )■  of 

HENBY  WHITING,       |  P7 
C.  B.  STODDABD,         J  riymouttl* 

Plymouth,  February  12,  1876. 
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RE  P  O  R  TS. 

 1  

WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 

In  consequence  of  the  unusual  severity  of  the  last  Winter, 
the  Water  Works  in  Plymouth,  as  in  other  towns  and  cities, 
suffered  severely.  The  results  are  shown  in  an  increased  cost 
for  repairs  upon  pipe  affected  by  the  frost,  and  in  the  diminu- 
tion of  receipts  for  water  rents,  by  reason  of  loss  of  water  for 
several  months.  In  some  cases,  the  main  pipes  were  frozen, 
in  some  that  portion  of  the  service  pipe  laid  by  the  Town,  and 
in  others,  that  portion  of  the  pipe  laid  at  the  expense  of 
takers,  either  under  the  sidewalks  or  upon  their  premises. 
As  in  many  cases  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  which  part  of 
the  pipe  was  frozen ;  as  the  pipe  in  most  cases  had  been  laid 
into  cellars  under  the  supervision  of  the  Water  Superintendent, 
and  parties  were  at  all  events  deprived  of  the  use  of  water 
at  great  inconvenience,  the  Commissioners  deemed  it  reasonable 
to  make  abatements  of  water  rents,  which  abatements,  up  to 
December  31,  1875,  amounted  to  $501.83.  The  Commissioners 
would  recommend  the  insertion  of  a  packed  box  around  the 
pipe  where  it  enters  a  cellar  wall. 


a 
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In  several  streets  it  was  found  that  the  pipes  were  not  laid 
deep  enough,  and  in  others,  since  the  construction  of  the 
Works,  the  Selectmen  or  Surveyors  had  made  such  necessary 
changes  in  the  grade  of  streets  as  had  left  the  pipes  too  near 
the  surface.  Some  of  these  defects  have  been  removed  by 
deepening  the  pipes  during  the  year,  and  in  one  case  the  pipe 
has  been  deepened  over  the  brow  of  a  hill  in  order  to  effect 
a  surer  flow  of  water. 

Another  item  of  expenditure  during  the  last  year  has  been 
caused  by  the  necessity  of  removing  small  galvanized  iron 
pipe,  of  poor  quality,  which  had  been  imprudently  laid  with  a 
view  to  economy  by  a  former  Superintendent,  but  which  had 
corroded,  and  been  entirely  closed.  The  Commissioners  do  not 
understand  that  they  have  authority,  without  a  vote  of  the 
Town,  to  put  down  as  mains  any  other  than  cement  pipe. 

A  fourth  extraordinary  expenditure  has  arisen  from  the 
policy  alluded  to  in  the  last  report  of  gradually  introducing 
gates  at  the  corners  of  streets.  During  the  year  eleven  gates 
have  been  inserted  as  follows  : 

One  4  inch  on  Summer  street,  junction  with  Spring  street. 
One  4  inch  at  Loring's  Factory  for  waste  grate. 
One   4  inch  at  junction  of  High  and  Russell  streets. 
One  4  inch  at  junction  of  Town  Square  and  Market  street. 
One   2  inch  at  junction  of  Court  and  Vernon  streets. 
One  2  inch  at  junction  of  Sandwich  and  South  Green  streets. 
One  2  inch  at  junction  of  Summer  and  Spring  streets. 
One  2  inch  at  junction  of  Sandwich  and  South  streets. 
One  2  inch  at  junction  of  North  street  and  Cole's  Hill. 
One  2  inch  at  junction  of  Leyden  street  and  Cole's  Hill. 
One  10  inch  on  Russell  street,  opposite  School  House. 
And  at  a  cost  of  $204.22,  without  including  labor,  &c. 
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The  main  between  South  Pond  and  Lout  Pond  was  in  some 
places  found  insufficiently  deep,  and  at  two  places  had  been 
very  much  shoaled  by  the  action  of  teams.  Repairs  thereon 
were  made  at  a  cost  of  $131.25  for  labor. 

The  sudden  fall  of  the  Reservoir  last  Winter  was  undoubt- 
edly caused  by  a  partial  freezing  of  the  pipes  at  Small  Gains' 
crossing,  and  the  Reservoir  had  no  chance  to  regain  its  position 
before  the  large  drafts  of  the  early  Summer  upon  it.  Our 
most  intelligent  citizens,  and  some  who  were  well  informed 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Water  Works,  gut  the  impression  that 
there  must  be  recent  leaks  in  the  Water  Works,  which  by  the 
most  thorough  tests  and  examinations  which  we  were  able  to 
make  could  not  be  discovered  ;  and  the  Water  Commissioners 
were  charged  in  the  public  prints  with  ignorance  of  their 
duties,  whilst  fully  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  there  was 
no  leak.  Owing  to  the  slow  rise  of  the  Reservoir,  it  became 
necessary  to  take  steps  to  check  the  use  of  water  ;  and  on  one 
side  the  inhabitants  of  the  central  village  demanded  water  for 
sprinkling  streets,  whilst  those  dwelling  nearer  the  higher 
points  were  equally  earnest  that  their  grievances  should  be 
attended  to.  At  this  juncture  the  Commissioners  thought  it 
a  good  opportunity  to  call  for  scientific  aid,  in  obtaining  data 
which  were  lost  at  the  time  the  Works  were  constructed.  The 
result  of  these  investigations  may  be  found  in  the  card  of  the 
Commissioners  with  the  Report  of  the  Engineer,  which  was 
published  at  the  time,  and  which  is  annexed.  The  cost  of  this 
Report  with  its  surveys  was  $545.37. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
seventeen ;  length  173J  feet,— cost  of  pipe,  $36.87  ;  truck- 
ing, $22.85, 

Fifty-nine  boxes  have  been  replaced  during  the  year  at  a 
cost  of  $29.50. 
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Main  Pipe  Laid  : 

263  feet  2  inch  on  South  Kussell  street,  in  place  of  7-8  iron ; 
cost  of  labor,  $52.80. 

172  feet  2  inch  on  Union  street,  south  of  Doten's  Wharf ; 
cost  of  labor,  $32.50  ;  pipe  from  Yernon  street. 

341  feet  4  inch  on  Yernon  street,  between  Miles  S.  Weston's 
and  Prospect,  street ; 

64  feet  4  inch  on  Prospect  street,  from  Yernon  street,  and 
102  feet  of  2  inch  on  Highland  place  ;  the  three 
last  at  a  cost  of  $208.00,  exclusive  of  pipe. 

187  feet  2  inch  on  Davis  street ;  relaid,  cost  $56.23. 

201  feet  4  inch  on  Mayflower  street,  between  Franklin  and 
Washington  streets  ;  cost  $53.00. 

214  feet  2  inch  relaid  on  Prospect  street,  from  Russell  street ; 

cost  $54.43. 

215  feet  4  inch  from  Summer  street  to  Loring's  Factory,  for 

Fire  Department,  and 
18  feet  for  waste. 


1675 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the 


year  1875   $1,448  90 

Of  this,  for  perrrfanent  improvements  and  con- 
struction :  — 

South  Russell  street   $52  80 

Union  street                                        t . .  32  50 . 

Yernon  and  Highland  streets   208  00 

Davis  street   56  23 

Mayflower  street     53  00 

Prospect  street   54  43 

Loring's  Factory   50  00 

Trenching  service  pipes  for  house  holders .  324  97 
Shutting  off  for  repairs  on  service  pipes 

reimbursed   68  00 

  $899  93 


Cost  of  labor  for  ordinary  running  expenses,  new 

service  pipe,  &c   $548  97 
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The  whole  amount  expended  on  the  Water  Works  in  1875 


was  as  follows  : 

Labor  <   $1,448  90 

Materials  of  permanent  construction   661  75 

Engineering,  and  chart  of  pipes   547  87 

Rent,  teaming,  plumbing,  lumber  for  boxes,  can- 
vas, stop  cocks,  and  all  other  miscellaneous 

expenditures   966  53 

Salary  of  Superintendent   500  00 

Cost  of  collecting   150  00 


Entire  cost  for  1875   $4,275  05 

Interest  on  water  debt  ....    5,883  00 


$10,158  05 

Amount  collected  for  rent,  materials,  and 

labor   $8,537  75 

Amount  due  and  considered  good  ......       430  00 

 $8,967  75 


Deficiency  for  1875   $1,190  30 

Deficiency  Dec.  31st,  1874..    557  65 


$1,747  95 

The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  an  appropriation  not 
exceeding  the  deficiency  of  1874,  and  the^cost  of  engineering 
in  1875,  say  $1,000,  will  be  sufficient  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
as  very  little  additional  pipe  will  be  laid  the  present  year, 
whilst  last  year  about  a  third  of  a  mile  was  laid.  There  were 
added  to  the  water  takers  last  year — thirty- two  families,  sev- 
enteen water  closets,  ten  bathing  tubs,  three  stables,  and  one 
laundry.  By  crediting  the  five  hundred  dollars  of  water  rents 
abated  last  year,  the  receipts  for  1876  will  probably  be  no  less 


than   $9,400  00 

Probable  Outlay. 

Interest   $5,883  00 

Running  expenses,  not  exceeding   2,200  00 

  $8,083  00 
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The  cost  of  repairs  on  leaks  on  main  and  distributing  pipes 
was  $249.45  last  year :  namely,  eight  in  joints,  forty-one  from 
defective  pipes,  three  from  dirt,  and  thirty  from  frost,  a  total  of 
eighty-two. 

Main  and  Distbibution  Pipes  laid  to  Dec.  31,  1875. 

20  inch   51  feet. 

Cone   5  feet. 

10  inch   18,226  feet. 

8  inch  . . .       *   4,051  feet. 

6  inch   3,984  feet. 

4  inch   29,992  feet. 

3  inch   1,183  feet. 

2  inch   26,441  feet. 

2  inch   1,380  feet. 

7-8  inch  iron   1,037  feet. 

6-8  inch  lead...   185  feet. 


Total   86,565  feet. 

Or,  about  sixteen  and  one-half  miles  of  pipe. 

Stock  on  Hand. 

21  feet  of  10  inch  pipe. 

21  feet  of  8  inch  pipe. 

36  feet  of  6  inch  pipe. 

28  feet  of  4  inch  pipe. 

21  feet  of  3  inch  pipe. 

14  feet  of  2  inch  pipe. 
1  branch  3X4  inches. 

18  |  inch  rough  T  handle  stops. 

15  §  inch  corporation  stops. 

16  f  inch  corporation  stops,  from  C.  P. 
4  2  inch  gates. 

CHAS.  G.  DAVIS,  )  w 

CHAS.  O.  CHUECHILL,  V  n       •  . 
SAM'L.  H.  DOTEN,       j  ™. 
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PLYMOUTH  WATER  WORKS. 

Statement  of  Watek  Commissioners. 

The  Water  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
citizens  of  Plymouth,  the  Eeport  of  Clemens  Herschel,  Hy- 
draulic Engineer,  upon  the  condition  of  the  Works,  with  his  re- 
commendations and  suggestions  for  future  improvements.  In 
presenting  this  report,  a  word  of  explanation  is  due,  both  to 
the  Commissioners  and  to  the  citizens.  The  Commissioners 
have  been  aware,  ever  since  the  present  Board  was  elected,  that 
the  capacity  of  the  pipe,  with  its  present  head,  was  not  equal 
to  the  expectations  of  the  people,  and  were  not  so  much  sur- 
prised as  the  citizens  generally  seemed  to  be  at  the  loss  of 
water  upon  the  higher  levels  as  the  Spring  advanced.  During 
the  Spring  every  effort  was  made  which  was  within  the  means 
of  the  Commissioners,  who  claim  for  themselves  no  scientific 
proficiency  in  hydraulics,  and  who  are  not  elected  as  such, 
and  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services,  to  ascertain 
whether  there  were  any  leaks  in  the  main  pipe.  No  leaks, 
except  such  as  are  very  small,  and  are  of  ordinary  occurrence, 
were  found,  and  the  Commissioners  were  charged  with  incompe- 
tency, or  neglect  of  duties.  They  were  desirous  of  avoiding,  if 
possible,  the  expense  of  a  scientific  examination.  Mr.  Bates,  the 
Engineer  who  superintended  the  construction  of  the  Works,  hav- 
ing deceased,  and  the  plans  and  profiles  which  he  as  acting  Engi- 
neer, in  his  printed  report  made  to  the  Town  in  1855,  sub- 
mitted, were  never  deposited  with  the  authorities,  and  could  not 
be  found.  No  data  of  bench  marks,  elevations,  or  engineering 
figures  have  been  preserved,  and  the  private  memoranda  of 
Mr.  Bates  were  destroyed,  as  the  Commissioners  are  informed, 
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by  the  Boston  fire  of  1872.  In  addition  to  these  difficulties, 
there  were  other  serious  wants,  which  the  Commissioners,  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  Works  in  1854-5,  prompted  by  a  laud- 
able but  perhaps  mistaken  economy,  had  failed  to  supply. 
A  very  few  stop  gates,  or  plugs,  and  a  very  few  waste  gates  to 
draw  off  and  cleanse  the  pipes,  were  supplied;  and  no  plan  of 
the  Works  giving  size  and  location  of  pipes,  hydrants,  gates, 
branches  and  takers,  had  ever  been  made.  As  the  Works 
increased,  such  a  plan  became  more  and  more  necessary.  For 
these  reasons  the  Commissioners  felt  themselves  justified,  not 
only  by  the  public  demand,  but  by  their  own  sense  of  expedi- 
ency, to  employ  the  accomplished  Engineer,  who  has  submitted 
the  subjoined  Eeport,  and  also  a  profile  of  the  Works,  together 
with  a  plan  of  their  location. 

From  this  Eeport  we  trust  the  people  may  be  made  aware 
and  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  economy  in  the  use  of 
water,  and  attend  immediately  to  the  prevention  of  any  waste 
from  defective  faucets  or  other  known  cause. 

The  waste  of  water  to  prevent  freezing  of  service  pipes,  so 
common  during  a  part  of  last  Winter,  cannot  again  be  permit- 
ted. From  this  cause  a  large  number  of  families,  supplied 
from  the  high  service,  were  wholly  deprived  of  water  for  a 
period  of  two  months,  and  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the 
greatest  supply  is  expected.  Parties  who  are  not  sure  that  the 
service  pipe  on  their  premises  is  laid  below  the  action  of  frost, 
should  without  delay  deepen  the  same. 

For  whatever  action  the  Commissioners  may  take  in  directing 
an  inspection  of  the  premises  of  water  takers,  and  ascertaining 
the  purposes  for  which  water  is  used,  or  in  prohibiting  its  use 
where  the  least  inconvenience  will  be  caused,  they  will  claim 
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full  justification,  in  the  necessity  that  exists  for  such  proceed- 
ings, and  in  the  facts  presented  and  suggestions  made  in  this 
Report. 

C.  G.  DAVIS,  j  w?ter 

0.  O."  CHURCHILL,   J  Commissioners. 


REPORT  OF  HYDRAULIC  ENGINEER. 

Boston,  Sept.  1st,  1875. 

To  the  Water  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  : — Having  examined,  agreeably  to  your  request, 
your  system  of  water  supply,  to  see  whether  there  be  leaks  in 
it,  or  whether  the  lack  of  water,  in  some  parts  of  your  Town, 
be  owing  to  a  want  of  capacity  of  the  main  pipe,  or  owing  to 
any  other  hidden  cause,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the 
results  of  such  examination,  together  with  some  suggestions  as 
to  a  remedy,  in  the  following  Report : 

An  answer  to  your  questions,  and  a  "  short,  sharp  and  deci- 
sive "  suggestion  as  to  a  remedy,  would,  of  course,  be  a  simple 
matter,  and  take  up  only  a  few  words ;  but  to  arrive  at  this  yes 
or  no  answer,  or  answers,  required  some  time  and  labor  ;  and, 
therefore  to  enable  not  only  you,  but  your  constituents  as  well, 
to  form  an  intelligent  opinion  on  the  subject  matter,  it  is  per- 
haps well  to  describe  the  road  by  which  some  of  my  conclusions 
were  reached. 

Your  Water  Works  were  tested  first,  as  to  the  reservoir  and 
distribution  pipes  ;  secondly,  as  to  the  main  pipe.  For  the  first, 
we  had  but  to  shut  off  the  supply  from  the  main,  and  let  suc- 
cessively the  whole  town,  the  centre  and  north  end,  and  the 
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centre  and  south  end,  be  connected  with  the  reservoir  during 
the  hours  from  11  p.  M.  to  3  A.  M.,  when  the  least  actual  use  is 
made  of  the  water  supply.  It  was  not  possible  then,  but  would 
be  now,  owing  to  some  new  gates  that  have  been  added,  to  test 
each  portion  of  the  town  separately.  The  three  drinking  foun- 
tains, running  about  four  gallons  per  minute,  and  the  gas  wash- 
ers in  the  gas  works,  using  about  three  gallons  per  minute,  are 
allowed  for  m  the  figures  that  follow.  Not  so,  however,  with 
the  water  used  by  bakers,  by  a  trout  pond,  by  the  gas  works  for 
cooling  coke  and  filling  their  gasometer,  by  the  railroad  com 
pany,  and  other  legitimate  users  that  could  be  named,  who  con- 
sume water  at  night,  but  whose  quantity  could  hardly  be 
measured. 

The  result  of  tests  made  during  the  nights  of  July  21st,  22d 
and  24th,  between  11  p.  M.  and  3  A.  M.  of  the  next  day,  was  that — 


Consumed  during  those  hoars.  Per  hour. 

Centre  distribution,.    3,350  gallons 

South  end  distribution,    1,483  " 

North  end  distribution,   740  " 


The  whole  Town,  5,573 


The  query  arises  at  once  whether  this  is  owing  to  leaks  in  the 
street  pipes  or  to  legitimate  and  illegitimate  consumption  by 
water  takers.  Some  examples  of  legitimate  consumption  of 
water  during  the  night  hours  have  been  given  above,  but  it 
would  be  merely  a  matter  of  conjecture  to  estimate  the  quan- 
tity that  these  cases  require. 

Illegitmate  consumption  is  going  on  in  all  towns  and  cities 
and  at  all  times,  such  as  through  faucets  left  open,  leaky  ser- 
vice pipes  and  faucets,  surreptitious  watering  of  garden  plats,  a 
hose  left  running  night  and  day  on  a  manure  heap,  to  keep  it 
from  heating,  (one  of  the  discoveries  made  while  I  wTas  in  Ply- 
mouth) ;  and  in  these  ways  a  grand  total  of  much  water  is 
wasted,  much  more  than  one  would  naturally  suppose. 
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Cases  could  be  cited  where  from  mere  notices  to  be  saving  in 
the  use  of  water,  or  from  a  local  agitation  of  the  waste  of  water 
question,  the  consumption  has  suddenly  fallen  off  twenty-five  per 
cent.  Now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  one  actually  stints 
himself  at  such  times  in  his  wants  of  water,  but  the  saving  re- 
sults almost  wholly  from  a  reduction  in  the  amount  wasted. 

Faucets  carelessly  or  purposely  left  running  consume  a  great 
deal  of  water.  The  curbstone  on  Court  street,  opposite  the 
head  of  North  street,  was  about  forty-four  feet  below  the  level 
of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  as  it  stood  July  28th,  at  9  A.  M. 
Under  such  a  head,  the  discharge  of  various  fixtures  would  be 
about  as  follows  : 


Gallons 
in  24  hours. 

Through  20  ft.  of  hose  and  3-16th  in.  nozzle,   . .  4,800 

5-16th       "    10,500 

"       "       "       "       an  ordinary  sprinkler,    5,500 

"      a  1-2  inch  pipe  or  faucet,   ...  31,000 

a  3-4      "       "        "    60,000 

"      al         "       "        "    112,600 


Your  report  of  fan.  1st,  1875,  enumerates  a  total  of  1,253 
water  taking  parties  or  fixtures. 

Suppose,  which  is  not  extravagant,  that  each  of  these  means 
on  the  average  two  faucets  or  other  openings  out  of  your  pipes. 
Suppose,  again,  that  the  average  size  of  these  small  pipes  or 
faucets  is  half  inch  in  diameter,  and,  making  one  more  permis- 
sible supposition,  assume  that  only  one  in  a  thousand  of  these 
faucets  is  left  running  at  any  one  time.  The  result  is  a  waste 
of  72,500  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,  or  over  3,000  gallons 
per  hour.  Add  to  this  an  allowance  for  leaks  in  service  pipes 
inside  the  houses,  for  leaky  fixtures  and  for  legitimate  night 
uses,  and  a  draft  of  5,573  gallons  per  hour  out  of  the  reservoir 
during  the  night  hours  will  not  look  surprising. 
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Indeed,  if  no  examination  lias  been  made  by  officers  of  the 
Town  of  all  the  water  fixtures  that  have  been  set  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  it  is  almost  certain  that  many  of  them  are 
leaky  and  some  left  running.  Such  examinations  elsewhere  are 
usually  very  effective  in  diminishing  the  quantity  of  water 
wasted.  It  is  likely  enough  to  be  an  unpopular  measure,  and 
may  subject  a  Water  Board  that  shall  order  it  to  political 
decapitation  for  the  year  following.  But  your  Board  must  be 
prepared  for  such  little  possible  ebullitions  of  republican  ingrati- 
tude, and  if  no  Water  Board  will  patriotically  leap  into  this 
gulf,  it  will  not  only  stay  open,  but  will  widen  and  increase  its 
consumption  of  water.  This  part  of  the  subject  is  with  these 
words  submitted  to  you  and  your  constituents,  and  a  trial  of 
the  recommendation  it  contains  will  speedily  give  results  which 
can  be  measured,  and  hence  appreciated. 

Several  tests  of  the  main  pipe,  experimenting  on  its  whole 
length,  from  the  pond  to  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  Bussell 
streets,  were  conclusive  that  there  was  no  leak  anywhere  in  it. 
These  tests  consisted  simply  in  shutting  off  at  night  the  main 
pipe  from  everything  except  the  pond  ;  then,  having  previously 
found  the  difference  of  level  between  the  two  ends  of  the  pipe, 
in  observing  with  a  pressure  gauge  at  the  lower  end  whether 
there  was  pressure  enough  there  to  make  the  water  rise  as  high 
as  its  source.  There  was  found  to  be  sufficient  pressure  in  both 
experiments,  whence  no  further  examination  is  needed  of  the 
main.  Had  there  been  any  leak  out  of  the  pipe,  it  would  have 
reduced  the  pressure  at  the  corner  of  Russell  and  Prospect 
streets,  and  kept  it  down. 

I  conclude,  then,  that  your  main  pipe,  reservoir,  and  distribu- 
tion are  all  tight,  or  reasonably  so.  Is  the  want  of  water  on 
the  higher  parts  of  the  Town  owing  to  a  want  of  capacity  of  the 
main  pipe  ?     To  answer  this  question  decidedly,  I  have 
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measured  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  your  main  under 
various  heads,  and  have  also  measured  the  quantities  used  at 
various  times  by  the  Town  of  Plymouth.  An  average  of  three 
measurements,  all  reduced  to  a  six  foot  head,  gives  about  10,- 
600  gallons  per  hour  as  the  delivery  of  the  pipe.  Under  the 
same  head  of  six  feet,  it  was  calculated  twenty  years  ago  that 
the  delivery  would  be  11,335  gallons  per  hour,  or  only  about 
seven  per  cent,  different  from  the  actual  delivery. 

But  the  pipe  has  never  run  under  as  much  as  a  six  foot  head, 
though  this  was  clearly  contemplated  when  the  Works  were 
built,  as  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Consulting  Engineer. 

The  level  of  the  pond,  August  13,  1875,  was  105  87-100th  feet 
above  an  estimated  low  water  of  the  sea.  The  top  of  the  paving 
of  the  reservoir  is  about  107  94-100ths  feet  above  the  same 
mark.  To  have  six  feet  head  on  the  pipe,  the  water  level  in 
the  reservoir  would  have  had  to  be  over  eight  feet  below  the 
top  of  the  paving,  measured  vertically,  and  over  fourteen  and  a 
half  feet  measured  on  the  slope,  as  it  usually  is  measured  by  the 
eye  of  those  who  have  occasion  to  see  the  reservoir.  Now, 
with  a  less  head,  the  delivery  is  less,  somewhat  as  given  below  : 

Gallons 
per  hour. 

Under  a  6  foot  head,  the  discharge  is  about   f0,505 

Then 


5 

4  " 
3  " 
2  " 
1  " 
6  inch 


will  be  about   9,644 

8,626 
7,470 
6,099 
4,313 
3,838 

It  is  well  for  all  concerned  to  thoroughly  understand  this 
matter  of  loss  of  head  in  a  pipe,  by  its  delivering  water,  to  pre- 
vent future  dissatisfaction.  We  often  meet  with  the  query — 
"  Well,  won't  water  rise  to  its  own  level?"  Certainly  it  will,  if 
we  let  it ;  but  it  will  not  run  when  on  a  level.    Now  we  want  it 

to  run  and  keep  moving. 

6 
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For  a  ten  inch  pipe  to  deliver  ten  thousand  five  hundred  gal- 
lons per  hour,  the  water  must  move  at  about  the  rate  of  7-10ths 
of  a  foot  in  a  second,  or  about  a  mile  in  two  hours,  and  it  can- 
not be  made  or  expected  to  do  this  without  letting  it  run  down 
hill  just  a  little,  to  say  the  least.  If  any  one  will  only  think  of 
it,  what  is  six  feet  of  slope,  or  down  hill,  in  three  miles,  or 
about  l-225th  part  of  an  inch  to  the  foot  ?  No  eye  could  de- 
tect so  little  variation  from  an  exact  level,  and  yet  this  minute 
quantity  is  what  has  been  begrudged  the  main  pipe  of  Plymouth 
Water  Works,  by  any  one  whose  cry  was  :  "  Won't  water  rise 
to  its  own  level  ?" 

This  Summer  the  head  on  the  pipe,  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  the  difference  of  level  between  the  water  in  the  pond  and 
in  the  reservoir,  has  been  less  than  five  feet.  The  difficulty  has 
been  simply,  that  pipes  have  been  laid  to  supply  houses  where 
you  should  not  have  laid  them  with  the  expectation  of  a  contin- 
uous supply  without  pumping.  There  being  no  levels  on  record 
of  the  pond,  of  the  reservoir,  or  of  any  of  the  stieets,  pipes  have 
been  laid  within  one,  two,  or  three  feet  of  the  level  of  the  pond, 
and  of  course  such  pipes  cannot  deliver  water  when  the  Town  is 
using  more  than  about  seven  thousand  gallons  per  hour,  that  is 
during  most  hours  of  the  day. 

The  consumption  of  the  Town  probably  averages  over  two 
hundred  thousand  gallons  per  day,  and  we  have  observed  it  to 
reach  fifteen  thousand  gallons  per  hour,  or  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,  for 
several  hours  in  succession.  By  keeping  a  careful  record,  say 
every  two  hours,  from  6  a.  m.  to  10  P.  M.,  during  each  day,  of  the 
height  of  water  in  the  reservoir,  together  with  a  weekly  record, 
say,  of  the  height  of  the  water  in  South  Pond,  the  quantity 
used  by  the  Town  of  Plymouth  can  now  be  calculated. 
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The  conclusion  I  come  to,  then,  as  regards  the  capacity  of  the 
main  pipe,  is,  that  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  lack  capacity  when 
it  has  been  doing  within  seven  per  cent,  of  all  it  ever  was  in- 
tended to  do,  and  has  never  been  worked  up  to  its  intended 
loss  of  head  of  six  feet. 

The  real  difficulty  with  the  Plymouth  Water  Works  is  that 
South  Pond  is  not  up  as  high  as  it  should  be,  for  the  proper 
supply  of  the  Town.  The  central  part  of  the  Town  has  only 
forty,  or  at  most  fifty,  feet  head  on  the  pipes,  when  there  should 
be  one  hundred.  The  parts  on  the  hill  have  from  five  or  six 
feet  to  no  head  at  all  on  the  pipes,  and  some  lying  still  higher 
can  not  be  supplied  from  South  Pond  at  all,  without  pumping 
the  water  to  them. 

In  pumping,  in  some  shape  or  other  then,  lies  your  remedy. 
A  temporary  relief  would  be  afforded  by  raising  the  water  level 
in  the  present  reservoir.  The  water  level  could  be  kept  say  at 
grade  109  or  110,  (the  top  of  the  paving  is  about  grade  108), 
and  would  thus  supply  all  your  present  takers.  But  the  relief, 
I  take  occasion  to  say,  would  be  only  temporary. 

The  present  exigency,  passed  away  and  out  of  sight,  would 
be  out  of  mind  ;  pipes  would  again  be  laid  higher  and  higher  so 
long  as  water  ran  in  them  at  any  time,  till  very  shortly,  with 
but  the  slight  loss  of  head  that  would  arise  from  an  increased 
consumption,  certain  parties  would  again  be  out  of  water.  To 
raise  the  water  level  in  the  reservoir  to  grade  109  or  110,  would 
require  a  small  pump  set  anywhere  near  the  line  of  the  present 
main,  and  the  putting  in  of  a  check  valve  in  the  main,  and  then 
letting  the  pump  draft  from  the  pond  side  and  force  into  the 
pipe  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  valve ;  that  is,  letting  the 
pump  pump  water  around  and  by  the  check  valve.  Should  the 
pump  for  any  reason  stop  work,  the  check  valve  would  open  of 
itself,  and  the  Works  be  reduced  to  their  present  capacity. 
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A  Worthington  No.  6  pump,  marked  in  price  list  $625,  would 
answer  the  purpose.  The  cost  of  setting  depends  of  course  on 
the  manner  adopted  of  operation  ;  whether  with  a  separate 
boiler  or  by  buying  steam  of  some  works  or  factory.  The  total 
cost  of  operating  ought  not  to  exceed  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents 
per  day. 

These  figures  will  show  at  once  that  to  lay  a  larger  pipe  from 
the  pond  merely  to  relieve  the  existing  trouble,  is  out  of 
question.  The  loss  of  head  is  now  only  five  feet  in  the  three 
miles  of  pipe.  The  utmost  that  could  be  done,  were  it  not  an 
impracticable  project,  namely  :  to  ruo  an  open  canal  in  one 
slope  from  the  pond  to  the  reservoir,  would  require  at  least  two 
or  three  feet  loss  of  head  or  of  slope,  in  the  three  miles,  while 
this  little  pump  will  place  the  water  in  the  reservoir  four  or  five 
feet  higher  than  the  source  it  starts  from.  But  if  a  little  pump 
will  do  so  much,  a  larger  one  will  do  more  yet. 

There  are  about  Plymouth  several  hills  which  command  the 
Town  ;  and  a  reservoir  placed  upon  one  of  these  would  supply 
any  part  of  the  settled,  or  about  to  be  settled,  portions,  and 
give,  besides,  a  much  better  head  on  the  pipes  already  laid. 
This  is  Plymouth's  true  remedy,  and  one  to  which  she  must 
come  now  or  later. 

The  advantages  of  such  higher  source  for  the  distribution 
pipes  will  suggest  themselves  to  many.  It  is  not  only  that 
parts  of  the  Town,  now  barely  fit  for  habitation,  will  then  be  in 
demand  for  building  sites,  but  the  increased  safety  against  con- 
flagrations, all  over  the  Town,  will  be  an  advantage  that  will  di- 
rectly accrue  to  all,  by  reason  of  a  lowering  of  the  rates  of  in- 
surance. Insurance  Companies  know  very  well  the  difference 
between  a  one  hundred  feet  head  on  the  pipes  and  one  of  forty, 
or  three  feet,  and  so  do  firemen  and  hosemen.  With  a  one  hun- 
dred feet  head,  and  in  all  but  large  cities,  there  is  scarcely  any 
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need  of  fire  engines  at  all,  as  hose  and  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies will  suffice. 

A  stand  pipe  or  works  that  pump  directly  into  the  pipes,  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  advisable  under  the  circumstances. 
The  pump  should  be  located  near  the  Town  in  your  case,  to 
save  in  the  cost  of  fuel,  and  this  will  be  found  an  important  ele- 
ment in  the  decision  of  these  questions.  I  mention  these  two 
plans  of  water  supply  in  connection  with  your  case,  priDcipally 
to  show  that  I  have  considered  them. 

In  the  appendix  you  will  find  a  list  of  levels  that  have  been 
taken  during  the  prosecution  of  the  present  inquiry.  A  few 
words  in  explanation  will  suffice  : 

From  a  few  rough  measurements,  I  concluded  that  the  top 
of  the  curbing  around  the  Canopy  over  Plymouth  Eock  was 
about  16.8  ft.  above  mean  low  water  mark.  The  grand  bench 
or  starting  point  was  accordingly  taken  at  the  middle  of  the 
outer  edge  of  the  north-west  corner  stone  of  this  curbing,  and 
is  supposed  to  be  16.8  ft.  above  the  point  from  which  all  the 
levels  are  counted,  which  point  is  not  far  from  mean  low  water 
of  the  sea.  In  this  way  the  heights  of  any  point  or  points  can 
be  at  once  compared  with  the  heights  of  any  other  points.  You 
will  also  receive  with  this  report  a  profile  of  the  ground  level 
on  the  line  of  the  main  pipe  or  conduit,  from  South  Pond  to 
the  reservoir,  and  a  map  of  the  Town  that  has  drawn  on  it  the 
location  and  size  of  the  pipes,  gates,  and  hydrants  that  had 
been  set  up  to  the  middle  of  July.  Your  Superintendent  can 
make  additions  to  it  as  pipes  are  laid  and  gates  and  hydrants 
set,  so  that  it  shall  always  show  the  condition  of  your  Works. 
As  you  will  have  noticed,  the  conclusions  of  this  report  are  : 

1.  That  your  Water  Works  are  in  good  condition. 

2.  That  a  temporary  and  partial  relief  can  be  afforded  by  a 
small  pump. 
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3*  That  a  decided  and  permanent  remedy  can  be  afforded 
by  a  larger  pump  and  the  construction  of  a  new  and  higher  lo- 
cated reservoir. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  faithfully  yours, 

CLEMENS  HEESCHEL, 

Hydraulic  Engineer. 


Appendix. 

List  of  elevations  of  various  points  on  and  about  the  Plymouth 
Water  Works,  above  an  assumed  low  water  mark  of  the  sea. 

The  grand  bench,  or  starting  point,  is  the  middle  of 
the  outer  edge  of  the  north-westerly  corner  stone  of  the 
curb  around  the  Canopy  over  Plymouth  Eock,  and  this 
is  supposed  to  be  above  mean  low  water-mark  of  the  feet. 
sea   16.800 

This  being  so,  we  have  above  the  same  low  water- 
mark : — 

North  Street,  near  Spooner's  Alley. 

A  hydrant  cover  on  North  street,  near  Spooner's 
Alley   43.812 

Court  Street,  opp.  head  of  North  Street. 

The  outside  corner  of  the  westerly  edge  stone,  that 
is  next  the  cesspool  cover,  on  Court  street,  opposite 
the  head  of  North  street   57.766 

North-easterly  Corner  of  Court  House  Fence. 

The  north-easterly  corner  of  the  granite  base  post  at 
the  north-easterly  corner  of  the  Court  House  fence, 
(corner  of  Eussell  and  Court  streets)     61.758 

At  the  Reservoir. 

The  top  of  a  spike  driven  into  the  fence  post  next 
northerly  from  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the  reser- 
voir lot   113.162 

The  top  of  the  paving  in  the  Eeservoir,  about   108.000 
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Corner  of  Russell  and  Prospect  Streets. 

The  top  of  the  lower  spike  in  the  Elm,  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Eussell  and  Prospect  streets   103.191 

Cistern  on  Russell  Street. 

The  top  of  the  brick  cistern  in  front  of  Mr.  Battles' 

house,  on  Eussell  street   101 .934 

Russell  Street. 

The  south-easterly  corner  of  the  hitching  post  in 

front  of  E.  B.  Holmes'  house,  on  Russell  street   86.783 

Corner  of  Stoddard  and  Russell  Streets. 

The  easterly  corner  of  a  gate  or  hydrant  cover  on  the 

corner  of  Stoddard  and  Russell  streets   72.026 

The  westerly  corner  of  a  gate  or  hydrant  cover  in  the 

middle  of  the  street,  near  the  above   69.586 

Corner  of  Summer  and  High  Streets. 

The  top  of  the  guard  post  in  front  of  the  drinking 

fountain,  at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  High  streets ....  40.404 

"  Benson  s  Hill" 

The  south-easterly  coiner  of  a  gate  or  hydrant  cover, 

near  the  top  of  "  Benson's  Hill,"  Summer  street   79.282 

The  highest  part  of  the  road  on  "Benson's  Hill" .  .  .  83.5 

Deep  Water  Bridge. 

The  top  of  a  stone  on  the  middle  of  the  easterly  end 

of  Deep  Water  Bridge   88.448 

At  South  Pond. 

The  top  of  a  spike  driven  into  the  top  of  a  sheet  pil- 
ing plank  in  the  Easterly  Row,  within  six  inches  of  the 

gate  house  in  South  Pond   106.1(H) 

Corner  of  Davis  and  Prospect  Streefs. 

The  top  of  a  spike  driven  into  a  post  at  the  south- 
westerly corner  of  Davis  and  Prospect  streets   100.158 

Davis  Sheet. 

The  sill  of  Mr.  Brown's  house,  on  Davis  street   107.936 
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Chestnut  Street. 

The  cover  of  an  air  valve  on  Chestnut  street      . .  .  101.856 

Prospect  Street. 

The  sill  of  Mr.  Byan's  house  on  Prospect  street   100.390 

The  window  sill  of  Mr.  Peterson's  house  on  Prospect 

street   101.354 

Hill  just  hack  of  the  Town. 
The  top  of  the  hill  west  of  the  Kivet  Works   153.523 

Hill  next  to  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 

The  top  of  the  Stoddard  Hill,  that  is  easterly  from 
the  Vine  Hills  and  Oak  Grove  Cemeteries  .  .    139.952 

Corner  of  Franklin  and  Mayflower  Streets. 

The  top  of  the  stone  guard  post  on  the  southerly 
corner  of  Franklin  and  Mayflower  streets   102.082 

On  South  Street. 

The  south-easterly  corner  of  a  stone  step  of  Joseph 
Taylor's  house,  on  South  street   .    97.139 

On  Sandwich,  near  Winter  Street. 

The  south-westerly  corner  of  a  hydrant  or  gate  cover 
in  front  of  H.  Whiting's  house  on  Sandwich,  near  Win- 
ter street   45.525 

On  Sandwich  Street,  near  house  of  Wm.  Beckman. 

The  top  of  a  rock  on  the  easterly  side  of  road  near 
the  crown  of  the  hill,  near  house  of  Wm.  Jteckman, 
above  Samuel  Cole's,  on  Sandwich  street   103.036 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  undersigned,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  submit  their  report. 

The  past  year  has  brought  distress  to  the  Poor.  The  dull 
times  and  depression  of  business  of  all  kinds,  has  made  it  im- 
possible at  times  for  the  Poor  to  obtain  labor  or  the  me^ns  of 
support. 

The  Overseers  have  been  called  more  frequently,  and  by 
larger  numbers  than  in  preceding  years,  to  help  those  in*poverty 
and  distress. 

To  dispense  charity  in  the  numerous  cases  that  have  been 
presented,  with  not  too  liberal  or  too  sparing  hands,  has  been 
our  endeavor.  That  we  have  always  succeeded  we  dare  not  as- 
sert, and  that  we  have  sometimes  been  deceived  we  shall  not 
deny.  We  have  nevertheless  done  what  seemed  to  us  proper 
and  discreet  in  the  management  of  the  charities  of  the  Town. 

The  Poor,  who  are  inmates  of  the  Almshouse,  we  not  hesitate 
to  claim,  are  kindly  and  considerately  treated,  carefully  looked 
after,  are  comfortably  clad,  and  are  furnished  with  good  and 
abundant  food. 

We  all  should  feel  great  satisfaction  that  the  unfortunate 
Poor  in  the  Almshouse  are  in  such  gentle  and  considerate  keep- 
ing, and  that  the  money  devoted  to  that  institution,  is  so  bene- 
ficiently  expended. 

Tramps  the  past  year  have  been  expensive  to  provide  for, 
and  their  treatment  perplexing  to  the  Overseers.  The  number 
provided  with  food  and  lodging  is  314,  an  increase  of  136  over 
the  year  preceding.  The  evil  increases  rapidly,  and  we  know 
not  where  a  remedy  is  to  be  found. 
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We  trust  the  Legislature  will  take  up  the  subject  at  their 
present  session,  and  provide  some  law  that  will  cure  the  evil. 

We  have  followed  the  example  of  other  towns,  and  furnished 
food  and  lodging  for  tramps  for  the  night,  deeming  it  safer 
to  have  them  in  keeping,  than  to  let  them  roam  the  streets,  or 
sleep  in  barns. 

If  the  Town  will  suggest  any  wiser  course  to  pursue,  the 
Overseers  will  be  glad  to  be  instructed,  and  to  be  relieved  of 
the  responsibility. 

We  have  commenced  one  suit  at  law  during  the  year.  The 
City  of  Boston  denied  the  settlement,  and  refused  to  pay  for  the 
support  or  take  from  our  Almshouse  Florian  Burgess,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  bring  an  action.  After  the  case  was  fully  pre- 
pared and  about  to  be  tried,  Counsel  for  Boston  became  satis- 
fied that  we  could  prove  our  case,  and  paid  the  bill  and  costs, 
and  took  the  pauper  to  Boston. 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  $6,500,  and  for 
Insane  Poor  $1,500. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  for  the  Poor  is 
$6,241.59.  We  owed  on  last  year's  account  $55.41,  and  we  have 
a  balance  of  $203  to  our  credit. 

The  amount  expended  for  the  Insane  Poor  is  $1,081.27  ;  over- 
drawn last  year's  account,  $338.39 ;  balance  to  our  credit, 
$117.89. 

We  recommend  that  the  Town  raise  for  the  current  year  for 
the  Poor  department  $6,500,  and  for  the  Insane  Poor  $1,250 ; 
$250  less  than  the  preceding  year. 
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We  give  below  some  statistics  : 

Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1st,  1875.  21 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1st,  1876   21 

Number  of  males  13 

Number  of  females   8 

Number  of  inmates  discharged  during  year   9 

Number  of  inmates  died  during  year   1 

Number  of  tramps  provided  with  food  and  lodging  314 

Insane  Poor. 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  Jan.  1st,  1875    5 

Numbes  of  Insane  Poor  Jan.  1st,  1876   6 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  discharged   0 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  admitted     1 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  died   0 

W.  H.  WHITMAN,        )  Overseers 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  V  of 
JESSE  HAELOW,         )  Poor. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Toivn  of  Plymouth  : 

In  conformity  with  the  act  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  in 
the  Town  of  Plymouth,  I  submit  my  First  Annual  Report : 

Fires. 

There  have  been  four  fire  alarms  the  past  year,  the  total  loss 
amounting  to  about  $2,000. 
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Manual  Force. 

The  manual  force  of  the  Department  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  men,  exclusive  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  which  con- 
sists of  six  men. 

Apparatus. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of  two  steam  and 
two  hand  engines,  with  hose  tenders,  one  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riage, and  four  hose  carts,  in  use,  and  two  hand  engines  and 
hose  tenders  in  reserve.  There  are  also  two  force  pumps,  one 
situated  at  Samuel  Loring's  factory,  the  other  at  F.  B.  Cobb's 
mill. 

Eose. 

There  is  in  use  3,400  feet  of  hose,  in  good  order,  also  300  feet 
ordinary,  which  I  think  is  sufficient  for  the  year. 

The  Town  will  notice  by  the  Selectmens'  report  that  the  En- 
gineers have  overdrawn  their  appropriation,  which  is  accounted 
for  as  follows  : 

At  the  April  meeting,  the  Town  passed  a  vote  instructing  the 
Engineers  to  locate  one  of  the  old  engine  houses  and  one  of  the 
hand  engines  at  Sea  Side,  and  voted  an  appropriation  of  $1,200 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same,  but  neglected  to  instruct 
the  Selectmen  to  borrow  the  money.  However,  the  Engineers, 
thinking  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Town  to  have  the  work  done, 
went  on  and  bought  a  lot  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jackson,  moved  the 
Rapid  Engine  House  and  Engine  into  it,  had  both  House  and 
Engine  put  in  thorough  repair,  moved  the  hose  cart,  formerly 
kept  in  a  small  building  belonging  to  Mr.  Wait  Wadsworth, 
and  placed  it  in  the  same  house,  and  provided  it  with  two  hundred 
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feet  additional  hose  ;  the  whole  cost  for  moving,  repairs,  hose, 
&c,  amounting  to  about  six  hundred  dollars. 

It  was  found,  also,  that  Steamer  No.  1  (having  been  run 
about  five  years,)  was  very  much  out  of  order,  needing  new 
valves,  &c,  and  that  No.  2  needed  some  additions.  This,  to- 
gether with  a  deficiency  of  four  hundred  dollars  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  will,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  overdraw. 

I  believe  now  the  Department  is  in  complete  order,  needing 
nothing  of  consequence  but  a  suitable  house  for  the  Steamers, 
which  I  earnestly  recommend  as  soon  as  the  Town  can  furnish  it. 

There  was  a  little  misunderstanding  between  the  Board  of 
Engineers  and  the  members  of  Steamer  companies  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  viz  :  The  companies  wanted  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  men  to  each  Steamer.  They  were  finally  each  pro- 
vided with  a  horse  to  assist  in  drawing  the  engines  to  and  from 
fires,  which  settled  the  difficulty. 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  at  the  com- 
mencement, the  firemen  have  always  been  ready,  and  have  at 
all  times  been  promptly  on  hand  at  every  alarm,  and  have  done 
their  duty  cheerfully.  I  would  here  say,  that  I  believe  Ply- 
mouth has  as  good  a  set  of  firemen  as  any  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  their  services  should  be,  and  I  trust  are,  appre- 
ciated by  the  citizens  at  large. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year,  I  would  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  of  $3,500. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENEY  WHITING,  Chief  Engineer. 
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BURIAL  HILL. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Toivn  of  Plymouth  : — 

Gentlemen  : —  The  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Burial  Hill  Com- 
mittee is  respectfully  submitted. 

Undrawn  balance  on  hand  January,  1875   $32  95 

Appropriation    .  .   ..   250  00 


$282  95 

Cash  paid  sundry  bills   $291  62 

Overdrawn   8  67 


$291  62 

Last  year  an  appropriation  was  asked  for  and  obtained,  to 
locate  and  define  places  of  historic  interest  on  the  Hill,  and  in- 
crease the  number  of  seats  or  benches. 

That  work  has  not  been  done,  and  we  feel  that  an  explana- 
tion is  due  the  Town  for  this  neglect. 

The  estimate  for  concreting  was  made  by  Mr.  Harlow,  not 
including  the  preparation  of  the  ground.  We  understood  it 
different. 

The  fence  of  the  north-east  corner  of  the  Hill  was  proven  to 
be  in  a  worse  condition  than  reported,  and  finding  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  stop  up  a  long  disputed  thoroughfare,  and  pre- 
vent that  part  of  the  Hill  from  being  a  play  ground,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  rebuild  the  fence.  This  prevented  doing 
the  work  intended  without  exceeding  by  the  whole  cost  the 
money  available.  Believing  it  to  be  a  necessity  to  do  the 
work  referred  to,  we  recommend  an  appropriation  of  three 
hundred  dollars  for  that  purpose  and  for  the  general  repairs 
and  care  of  the  Hill. 

CHAS.  BAYMOND,  ] 

AUGUSTUS  BOBBINS, 

C.  F.  BBADFOBD,         }-  Committee. 

LEWIS  EDDY, 

EDGAE  C.  BAYMOND, 
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AG  AW  AM  AND  HALF-WAY  POND  FISHERY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  Fishery 
would  respectfully  submit  their  annual  report  for  1875  : 

The  privilege  for  taking  herring  at  Agawam  was  sold  on  the 


27th  of  March,  at  public  auction,  to  Geo.  Sanford,  for  $805  00 
Same  day,  at  Half-way  Pond,  to  B.  H.  Holmes,  for .  .  6  00 

2)811  00 

One  half  to  the  Town  of  Plymouth   .  , . .      $405  50 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  after  closing  our  1874 

report  were  for  services  and  cash  paid  out   25  50 


$380  00 

Bills  for  services  and  cash,  1875  : 

B.  H.  Holmes  $13  81 

P.  C.  Chandler   6  00 

R.  W.  Bagnell   6  00 

Avery  &  Doten   5  00 

Kimball  Howes   5  75 

Wareham  Committee,  for  services   25  00 

A.  C.  Chandler,  horse  and  carriage  hire  18  00 

Thomas  Peirce,  labor  on  river   6  00 


85  56 
$294  44 

Credit  by  cash  received  of  Wareham,  it  being  one- 
half  of  Thomas  Peirce,  Esq.'s  bill  against  the  Town 
for  services  in  1874   3  00 

$297  44 

Town,  debtor,  to  one  barrel  herring  to  Mrs.  Micah 

Holmes   64 

Cash  paid  Treasurer  to  balance   $296  80 
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Thomas  Peirce,  Esq.,  to  Town,  Dr.  : 

Half- Way  Pond  Herring  Weir   $14  00 

Credit  by  bill  paid  by  Herring  Committee  6  00 

Due  from  Thomas  Peirce,  Esq   $8  00 


The  condition  of  the  Fish- Way  is  in  better  running  order 
than  it  has  been  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  will  need  no 
extra  repairs  for  many  years. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  H.  HOLMES,  ) 

R.  W.  BAGNELL,  V  Committee. 

P.  C.  CHANDLER, ) 


PETE  OLE  UM  OIL. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 
The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Petroleum 


Oil  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

Whole  number  of  barrels  of  oil  tested  34 

For  Allen  Holmes   3 

Leach  &  Co   3 

J.  C.  Bates  28 


JOSIAH  C.  FULLER,  Inspector. 

Plymouth,  Jan.  1,  1876. 
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PLYMOUTH  WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 

The  Trustees  of  fche  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund 
submit  the  following  as  a  final  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
same  June  30,  1875,  the  trust  having  expired  by  limitation 
and  cancellation  of  the  Bonds  which  became  due  June  1,  1875  : 

De. 

To  cash  received  from  the  Town  Treasurer  in  seven 

annual  payments   $9,500  00 

To  dividends  and  interest  received  on  the  same  ....  2,253  19 
To  profits  from  investments  *   298  35 

$12,051  54 

Cr. 

By  12,000  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Bonds, 

costing  $11,975  05 

To  accrued  interest  on  same   76  49 

 $12,051  54 

The  Bonds  have  been  cancelled  by  the  Trustees,  and  await 
the  action  of  the  Town  as  to  the  disposition  which  shall  be 
made  of  them. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, ) 

WM.  T.  DAVIS,  y  Trustees. 

GEORGE  G.  DYER,  j 

Plymouth,  Jan.  1,  1876. 


8 


58 


DUXBURY  &  GOHASSET  RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : — 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  herewith  present  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  .Railroad 


Sinking  Fund  : 

Receipts. 

1875. 

June.    From  Town  Treasurer     $1,500  00 

From  former  Trustees   1,026  54 

July.     Dividend  of  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  . .         29  13 

Oct'r.    Dividend  of  ten  shares  O.  C.  National  Bank        40  00 
Dividend  of  five  shares  Webster  Nat'l  Bank        15  00 

1876. 

J  an.      Dividend  of  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   28  49 

$2,639  16 

Payments. 

1875. 

June.    For  ten  shares  O.  C.  National  Bank   $1,250  98 

For  five  shares  Webster  National  Bank.  . . .       550  00 

1876. 

Jan.     Deposited  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  ....        838  18 

$2,639  16 

JNO.  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 


GEORGE  G.  DYER,  V  Trustees. 
ISAAC  BREWSTER,  ) 

Plymouth,  Feb.  1, 1876. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Selectmen  —  William  H.  Nelson,  Lemuel  Bradford,  David 
Clark,  Henry  Whiting,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Town  Clerk — Leander  Lovell. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davee. 

Collector  of  Taxes — Lemuel  Bradford. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon  Perkins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Lemuel  Bradford,  William  H.  Whit- 
man, Jesse  Harlow. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners — Charles  O.  Churchill,  Charles  G.  Da- 
vis, Samuel  H.  Doten. 

School  Committee — William  H.  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stoddard, 
Charles  G.  Davis,  Lemuel  Bradford,  2d,  Benjamin  A.  Hatha- 
way, George  A.  Tewksbury. 

Superintendent  of  Schools — Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — B.  H.  Holmes,  P.  C,  Chandler, 
Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Constables — John  Perkins,  Barnabas  Hedge.  Harvey  W.  Wes- 
ton, John  Atwood,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth. 

Burial  Hill  Committee — Charles  Raymond,  C.  F.  Bradford, 
Lewis  Eddy,  Edgar  C.  Raymond,  Augustus  Robbins. 

Trustees  Duxbury  <£•  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund —  Jno. 
*J .  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 
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Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — George  H.  Jackson, 
Nath'l  Brown,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 

Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather — John  Churchill. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — Josiah  D.  Baxter. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Thomas  B.  Sears,  Henry  Whit- 
iug,  Charles  Burton,  Josiah  D.  Baxter. 

Surveyors  of  Highways — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers — J.  F.  Towns,  Nathan  B. 
Perry,  Ezra  Finney,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth,  Stephen  Doten,  Lewis 
W.  Thrasher,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  William  Manter,  Charles  Ray- 
mond,  John  Courtney,  William  Brown,  Joseph  Savery,  Barna- 
bas Hedge,  Ephraim  F.  Churchill,  James  T.  Thrasher. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish — Barnabas  Hedge,  Augustus  Rob- 
bins,  John  T.  Hall,  John  Wade,  George  H.  Hall. 

Super  intendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods — F.  B.  Cobb,  Henry  Whiting, 
Alanson  Thomas,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Thomas  Peirce,  Horatio  Wright,  Isaac  N.  Barrows,  Otis  W. 
Burgess,  Truman  Sampson,  Henry  Whiting,  Jr.,  Barnabas 
Hedge,  L.  T.  Bobbins,  Ezra  Finney,  Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Brad- 
ford, Jr.,  Ephraim  Dunham,  David  Clark,  George  W.  Cobb, 
Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford. 

Pound  Keepers — At  the  Almshouse,  Oliver  T.  Wood ;  at  Chil- 
tonville,  John  Courtney ;  at  Manomet  Ponds,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett, 
Sidney  Blackmer. 


61 


VALUATION. 


Personal  Property 
Real  Estate  .... 


$1,369,769  00 
2,612,350  00 


$3,982,119  00 


Valuation  of  Bank  stock  taxed  by  the  State,  not 


Valuation  of  corporation  tax  taxed  by  the  State       324,603  64 


Number  of  polls,  1,664. 

Gain  in  number  of  polls  from  last  year,  31. 

Gain  in  real  estate,  $95,050.00. 

Loss  in  personal  property,  $23,750.00. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $1  36-100. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,050. 

Increase  since  last  year,  37. 
Number  of  horses,  468. 
Number  of  cows,  386. 
Acres  of  land  taxed,  49,141. 
Number  of  inhabitants,  6,334. 
Number  of  families,  1,447. 


included  in  above  valuation 


506,154  96 


Total  valuation 


$4,812,877  60 
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Report  of  Town  Clerk. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1875 

Jan'y  12.    Laban  B.  Briggs  and  Ella  S.  Clark,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan'y  19.    Samuel  Nelson  and  Lydia  B.  Briggs,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan'y  27.    Henry  B.  Alden  and  Ella  J.  Chapman,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Feb'y  14.    Isaac  N.  Bourne,  of  East  Bridgewater,  and  Mar- 
tha J.  Holmes. 

Feb'y  16.    William  H,  Kelly,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Sarah  M 

Hall,  of  Plymouth. 
Feb'y  25.    Franklin  B.  Cobb,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  E. 

Chamberlin,  of  Worcester. 
Mar.  18.    Albert  L.  Doten  and  Boxanna  C.  Thrasher,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Apr.     2.    Thomas  H.  Silvie  and  Josephine  Smith  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.     7.    Henry  A.  Thomas  and  Ada  F.  Peterson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.     8.    Perez  S.  Wade  and  Betsey  Hathaway,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Apr.   10.    Charles  H.  Briggs  and  Susie  P.  King,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Apr.  23.    Francis  L.  Whitten,  of  Plymouth,  and  Augusta  P. 
Cady,  of  Lowell. 
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Apr.  25.    Henry  H.  Sampson  and  Camilla  J.  Warren,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.   29.    Herbert  Morissey  and  Alma  F.  Morton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May     4.    Winslow  W.  Avery,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  A. 

Landers,  of  Plainfield,  Vt. 
May  27.    Milton  H.  Beamy,  of  Boston,  and  Harriet  Manter, 

of  Plymouth. 

May  27.    William  B.  Leland  and  Emma  B.  Manter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  31.    Henry  C.  Bogers  and  Marcia  S.  Bates,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June    1.    David  Workmister  and  Mary  VVoolf,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June    2.    Walter  L.  Gilbert  and  Josephene  I.  Peckham,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June    5.    Francis  D.  Cushman,  of  Kingston,  and  Mary  A. 

Daniels,  of  Plymouth. 
June  15.    Edward  Winsor,  of  Duxbury,  and  Emma  G.  Noyes, 

of  Plymouth. 

June  15.    Adoniram  J.  Baymond  and  Boxina  Sears,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  17.    Elisha  T.  Nelson  and  Anna  H.  Holmes,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  17.    Charles  W.  Cooke  and  Phebe  A.  Bumpus,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  20.    Frank  A.  Norwood  and  Delia  M.  Greer,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  11.    George  A.  Manter  and  Ada  H.  Taylor,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  21.    Louis  K.  Bradford  and  Myra  W.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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July  25.  Jesse  E.  Sampson  and  Deborah  B.  Manter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  31.  George  W.  Wood  and  Lizzie  D.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  10.  Curtis  Holmes  and  Sue  Torry  Bagnell,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Aug.  18.  George  Gibbs,  of  Kentucky,  and  Elizabeth  Hodge, 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  18.  Henry  W.  Finney  and  May  Lemoine  Harlow,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  31.  Charles  H.  Bates  and  Clara  P.  King,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.  12.  Hiram  B.  Lucas,  of  Duxbury,  and  Mary  E.  Butler, 
of  Plymouth. 

Sept.  14.  Isaac  H.  Eddy,  of  Boston,  and  Rebecca  H.  Hatha- 
way, of  Plymouth. 

Sept.  21.  Edward  W.  Bradford,  of  Plymouth,  and  Jeanette  M. 
Ellis,  of  Maine. 

Sept.  21.    John  B.  Boutelle,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Marianna 

N.  Faulkner,  of  Plymouth. 
Sept.  29.    J.  Everett  Luscomb  and  Mary  H.  Diman,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  30.    Charles  F.  Ryder  and  Ella  C.  Bradford,  both  of 

i  Plymouth. 
Oct.     4.    George  W.  Mayall,  of  Melrose,  and  Lydia  E.  Bart- 

lett,  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.     5.    Harry  Kramer  and  Eliza  B.  Kay,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.    28.    Edward  Frank  Dean,  of  Boston,  and  Mercie  Lovell 

Weston,  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.    4.    Horace  M.  Saunders  and  Catherine  S.  Lewis,  both  of 

Plymouth. 


Co 

Nov.  11.  Jose  Henandez  and  Isadora  Delano,  both  of  Kings- 
ton. 

Nov.  18.  Richard  Holmes  and  Laura  E.  Barnes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  21  George  B.  P.  Atwood,  of  Middleboro',  and  Laura  F. 
Griffith,  of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  24.  Edward  G.  Brown,  of  Kingston,  and  Abbie  L.  Brad- 
ford, of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  25.    Sherman  Allen  and  Serena  Finney,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  2.  Simeon  H.  Morrison  and  Nancy  W.  Elliot,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  7.  D wight  Faulkner  and  Alice  B.  Hall,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  20.    George  K.  Field,  of  Waltham,  and  Cornelia  W. 

Bradford,  of  Plymouth. 
Dec.  20.    George  R.    Knights  and   Flora  Adams,   both  of 

Plymouth. 

Dec.  23.  Charles  A.  Bush  and  Katie  Stephens,  both  of  Ply 
mouth. 

Dec.  24.  Nathaniel  C.  Ellis,  of  Lynn,  and  Linda  M.  Jordon, 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.  Cyrus  M.  Scott,  of  Lynn,  and  Deborah  A.  Ryder, 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.  John  T.  Foster,  of  Hyde  Park,  and  Lucinda  E.  Ray- 
mond, of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.  Charles  F.  W.  Gurney,  of  Plymouth,  and  Sarah  L. 
Coville,  of  Wareham. 

Dec.  29.  James  H.  Farris  and  Emma  N.  Harlow,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Number  of  marriages  registered,  59. 
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SUMMARY. 


MAEKIAGES. 

Whole  number  of  Marriages  registered  in  1875   59 

BIETHS. 

Whole  number  of  Births  registered  in  1875  188 

Males  96 

Females    92 

  188 

DEATHS. 

Whole  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  1875 . .   119 

Males    i ...  54 

Females    *  65 

  119 

Under  5  years   .  37 

From  5  to  10  years   2 

"  10  to  20    "   6 

"  20  to  30    "    6 

"  30  to  40    "    8 

"  40  to  50    "    6 

"  50  to  60    "   9 

"   60  to  70    "    17 

"  70  to  80    "   13 

"  80  to  90    "   13 

Over  90  years  ,   2 

  119 


71 


TOWN  MEETING. 

Copy  of  Articles  in  Warrant  for  Town  Meeting,  to  be  held  in 
Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  20th,  1876  : 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator. 

2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers. 

3.  To  choose  a  Water  Commissioner. 

4.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  Aga- 
wam  and  Half-way  Pond  rivers,  and  to  take  such  other  action 
relative  to  the  same  os  may  be  necessary. 

5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and  Committees 
of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws 
relating  to  State  Aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Town 
after  January  1,  1877. 

7.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  Jurors  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen. 

8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector  of  Taxes 
to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  Taxes  which  a  Town  Treasurer, 
when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 
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9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  raise  such 
sums  of  money  therefor  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  laying  out 
of  a  Town  way  from  the  Cliff  neighborhood  by  the  school  house, 
to  the  Sandwich  road,  as  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen. 

11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  widening 
of  Beaver  Dam  road,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen. 

12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  discontinue  the  road  from  the 
guide  board  near  the  foot  of  the  Pine  Hills  to  Taylor's  Farm. 

13.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to  furnish  inhab- 
itants of  high  localities  with  a  more  abundant  supply  of  water, 
and  to  make  any  appropriation  of  money  which  their  action 
may  require. 

14.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  reference  to  a 
claim  of  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  for  injury  to  his  horse  on  the 
highway. 

15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  money  to  build  a 
suitable  house  or  houses  for  the  Steam  Fire  Engines. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


1875-6. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  rely  mainly  upon  the  Superin- 
tendent to  report  such  matters,  and  to  make  such  sug- 
gestions relating  to  the  schools,  as  are  important  and 
profitable  for  the  consideration  of  the  Town. 

Public  schools  cannot  receive  too  great  care  and  at- 
tention. The  Town  has  too  large  sums  of  money  invest- 
ed in  them  ;  every  parent,  who  has  children  there,  too 
sacred  interests  ;.  and  society  and  the  State  too  much  at 
stake  ;  to  afford  to  neglect  them. 

In  this  Centennial  year,  looking  back  upon  the  past 
of  our  country,  with  pardonable  pride  and  profound  grat- 
itude ;  and  looking  forward  to  the  future,  with  cheerful 
hope  and  well  founded  expectation,  we  should  fully  real- 
ise and  act  upon  the  truth,  that  the  welfare  and  stability 
of  our  government  must  chiefly  depend  upon  the  nurture 
and  culture  of  the  children  :  in  honesty,  good  morals  and 
sound  learning: — and  for  this  culture,  we  must  look 
mainly  to  our  common  schools. 
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In  the  School  Department  of  town  affairs,  there 
.should  be  exercised  a  wise  liberality  in  the  expenditure 
of  money.  The  schools  should  be  kept  up,  at  least,  to 
their  present  standard  of  excellence. 

The  past  year,  we  think  the  schools  have  been  rea- 
sonably successful.  Teachers  have  labored  dilligently 
and  faithfully,  and  with  good  results.  Not  all  with 
equal  success,  but  according  to  the  talents  given  them. 
Those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in,  and  have  observed 
the  schools,  must  have  noticed  the  zeal  and  ambition  ex- 
cited in  teachers  and  scholars  as  the  annual  examination 
approached,  lest  the  scholars  should  fail  of  promotion 
from  one  grade  to  another,  or  lest  their  standing  in  their 
classes  should  be  low.  This  stimulus  is  not  too  exciting, 
but  healthful,  and  promotes  dilligence  and  application, 
both  in  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  presence  of  parents  and  those  interested  in  the 
scholars,  at  examinations  and  exhibitions,  which  has  been 
noticeable  the  past  year,  has  been  an  encouragement  to 
teachers  and  pupils,  as  indicating  that  their  efforts  were 
appreciated. 

Looking  back  half  a  century,  and  remembering  our 
public  schools  as  they  then  were,  and  comparing  them 
with  the  schools  of  the  present  day, — in  the  text  books  in 
use,  the  method  of  instruction,  and  the  acquirements  of  the 
scholars, — we  can  appreciate  the  vast  improvement  of  the 
present  schools  over  the  past.  A  man  who  was  educated 
m  our  common  schools  fifty  years  ago,  feels  profoundly, 


and  appreciates  fully,  the  superior  advantages  his  chil- 
dren are  receiving  from  them  now.  Fifty  years  hence, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  a  similar  contrast  may  be 
made  with  the  present  time.  That  an  equal  amount  of 
knowledge,  in  any  given  branch  of  learning,  will  be  ob- 
tained in  the  school  room  in  one  half  the  time  now  spent, 
by  better  methods  of  instruction,  we  have  no  reason 
to  doubt. 

Our  Normal  schools  are  doing  important  work,  in 
teaching  scholars  the  art  of  teaching,  by  the  best 
methods  now  in  use.  But  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  teachers  obtain  the  benefit  of  such  instruction.  A 
large  proportion  of  school  teachers  are  compelled  to 
learn  to  teach  by  experience,  and  experiment,  to 
teach  themselves  how  to  teach,  and  it  is  surprising 
that  they  succeed  so  well.  The  more  experience 
they  acquire,  the  more  valuable  are  their  services. 
Some  persons  have  the  talent  to  teach,  and  it  is  observ- 
able at  once.  Others  have  not  that  talent  given  them, 
and  they  never  excel. 

The  best  service  your  Committee  can  render  the  Town 
is  to  select  with  care,  and  good  judgment,  competent 
teachers  for  the  schools.  To  secure  the  best  to  be  had 
for  the  wages  we  can  afford  to  pay. 

We  have  no  reason  to  criticize,  and  do  not  intend  to 
criticize  our  present  teachers.  They  honorably  earn, 
by  the  most  trying  kind  of  labor, — labor  thai  furrows 
the  face,  and  blanches  the  cheek, — every  dollar  they 
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receive  ;  and  earn  also  the  gratitude  of,  and  place  under 
great  obligation  to  them,  every  parent  who  intrusts  the 
care  and  culture  of  his  children  to  their  keeping. 

Unexpected  repairs,  the  enlargement  of  the  School 
House  at  Cold  Spring,  and  establishing  a  school  at  the 
Gurnet,  have  increased  expenditures  beyond  what  was 
anticipated.  It  will  be  seen  however,  by  the  account 
rendered,  that  of  the  amount  available  for  school  pur- 
poses of  $17,188.90.  has  been  expended  $17,040.48, 
leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  schools  the  present 
year  of  $148.42,  which  reduces  the  amount  overdrawn 
the  preceeding  year  to  the  sum  of  $407.54. 

After  due  consideration,  we  thought  it  judicious  to 
establish  for  the  Summer  months,  a  school  at  the  Gur- 
net. We  became  aware  that  the  matter  would  be  pre 
sented  to  the  Grand  Jury,  should  we  refuse,  which  we 
learn  has  recent!}7  been  done,  because  the  school  was 
not  continued  through  the  Autumn  and  Winter.  The 
Grand  Jury,  however,  found  no  bill  of  indictment 
against  the  Town. 

After  the  examination  of  the  schools,  at  the  end  of 
the  school  year,  we  found  so  many  scholars  had  been 
sent  forward  from  the  Grammar  schools  to  the  High 
school,  that  thev  could  not  be  seated  in  the  school 
room.  There  were  borne  twenty-five  more  scholars  than 
seats.  We  could  devise  no  better  plan  than  to  take 
into  the  school  room,  a  recitation  room,  which  had  been 
taken  from  it,  some  years  since,  and  construct  an  addi- 
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tion  to  the  building  in  the  rear,  for  a  recitation  room. 
We  were  obliged  to  take  action  at  once,  as  scholars  were 
waiting  for  seats.  This  addition  has  been  made,  in 
anticipation  of  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year. 

Your  Committee  ask  an  appropriation  of  thirteen 
hundred  dollars  for  this  addition  and  some  necessary 
repairs  upon  the  building.  The  High  School  building- 
was  found  to  be  sound  in  its  timbers  and  clapboards, 
and  requiring  only  to  be  kept  painted,  to  last  many 
years.  An  appropriation  of  two  hundred  dollars  will  be 
necessary  to  properly  paint  this  building. 

The  building  contains  four  schools,  numbering  in  all 
about  two  hundred  and  ninety  scholars.  The  water 
closets  are,  and  have  been,  in  bad  condition.  We  have 
obtained  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  putting  in  new 
water  closets,  and  connecting  them  with  South  Pond 
water,  and  find  it  will  cost  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

We  recommend  that  this  be  done,  if  the  Town  can 
afford  the  outlay,  the  present  year.  If  it  cannot  be 
afforded,  your  Committee  will  cause  repairs  to  be  made 
that  will  improve  their  present  condition  with  but 
trifling  expense. 

We  recommend  that  the  Town  raise  the  same  sum 
for  schools  that  was  raised  the  last  year,  to  wit  :  fifteen 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  that  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  be  raised  for  special  repairs,  for  the  purposes 
already  stated. 


\ 
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School  Department  for  the  Year  1875. 
Amount  available  for  school  purposes  : 


Appropriation  $15,500  00 

School  fund  from  State.   371  22 

Dog  fund  from  County   417  81 

Books  sold   899  37 

Miscellaneous   50 


$17,188  90 

Expenditures. 

Teachers  and  Superintendent  $13,080  82 

Repairs  and  supplies  .    784  46 

Fuel  ;  .  823  67 

Books  purchased   1,411  14 

Care  school  buildings   370  86 

Enlargement  school  house  at  Cold  Spring   180  39 

School  building  at  Gurnet   45  00 

Horse  hire   164  25 

Printing  and  advertising   127  25 

Incidentals   ,         52  64 


$17,040  48 

Balance  to  credit  Schools,  1875,  $148.42   148  42 


$17,188  90 


Amount  overdrawn  Schools,  1874   $555  96 


WM.  H.  WHITMAN, 
GEO.  A.  TEWKSBURY, 
CHA^.  G.  DAVIS. 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  2d, 
CHAS.  B.  STODDARD, 
BENJ.  A.  HATHAWAY, 
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School 
Committee 

Plymouth. 
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R  E  P  0  R  T. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  your  requirements, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  report  for  the  school  year,  1875-6  : 

Our  annual  examinations,  as  at  present  conducted, 
always  seem  to  be  a  fit  conclusion  to  the  school  work 
of  the  year.  On  this  occasion,  every  scholar,  whose 
turn  it  is  to  be  promoted,  is  profoundly  moved,  of 
course,  when  he  is  placed  face  to  face  with  the  examina- 
tion questions  which  are  to  decide  whether  he  is  to 
advance  with  his  companions  or  remain  another  year 
where  he  now  is,  with  strangers  who  have  come  up  from 
below.  He  earnestly  endeavors  to  recall  and  under- 
stand all  that  he  has  passed  over  or  through  since  his 
last  examination,  at  least  ;  and  thus  he  is  enabled  to 
make  a  fairer  estimate  of  his  acquirements  than  he  could 
11 
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make  at  any  other  part  of  the  year.  This  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility reaches  also  the  teacher,  whose  reputation  is 
very  deeply  concerned  in  the  success  of  the  scholars  sent 
up  for  examination  ;  for,  if  any  of  these  fail,  they  are 
returned  to  the  school  from  which  they  came  for  an- 
other year  and  another  trial  To  parents  this  is  a  season 
of  unusual  interest,  who,  of  course,  are  intensely  con- 
cerned in  the  success  of  their  children,  and  are  thus  in- 
duced to  inquire  into  the  merits  and  defects  of  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and,  by  the  sharpness  of  their  criticism,  help 
to  show  the  way  in  which  the  schools  are  to  be  im- 
proved. 

Changes.  The  High  School  seems  destined  to  lose 
one  of  its  teachers,  at  least,  every  year.  The  detriment 
received  from  this  frequent  change  is  very  great ;  indeed, 
it  is  so  great  that,  if  increase  of  compensation  is  what 
the  case  demands,  the  remedy  ought  to  be  applied  imme- 
diately. It  is  certain  that  ladies,  properly  qualified  to 
perform  the  services  requied  in  our  High  School,  are 
much  better  paid  in  other  institutions,  so  that  if  an  ac- 
complished teacher  accepts  a  situation  with  us,  it  is  proba- 
ble she  seeks  only  a  temporary  arrangement,  and,  if  she 
is  enterprising  and  has  friends,  will  receive  a  better  offer 
within  a  year.  The  last  change  we  had  to  regret  was 
the,  loss  of  Miss  Sarah  B.  Morton  ;  but  we  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  secure  the  services  of  an  experienced 
teacher  in  Miss  Mary  C.  Lamb. 
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Owing  to  ill  health,  we  have  lost  the  services  of  Miss 
Martha  W.  Bartlett,  for  the  last  two  years  teacher  of 
the  North  Grammar  School,  and  for  over  fifteen  years, 
occupied  in  teaching  various  schools  in  this  Town.  She 
has  always  been  a  faithful  and  successful  worker,  and  her 
ill  health  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  excessive  labor. 
The  place  left  vacant  by  Miss  Bartlett  has  been  filled  by 
Miss  Helen  F.  Ward,  a  teacher  who  first  distinguished 
herself  in  this  Town  by  her  very  successful  management 
of  the  Ellisville  School,  and  since,  by  the  skill  with 
which  she  very  quietly  and  very  efficiently  controls  the 
North  Grammar  School. 

The  school  at  South  Pond  has,  for  several  years, 
been  under  the  successful  management  and  instruction 
of  Miss  Lottie  T.  Burgess.  Her  life  was  everywhere 
very  beautiful,  but  it  was  especially  gentle  and  beneficent 
in  the  school  room.  About  a  year  ago  her  health 
began  to  fail,  although  her  friends  could  not  induce  her 
to  give  up  her  school  until  it  was  too  late.  Quite 
recently,  she  passed  away,  mourned  by  all  who  inti- 
mately knew  her. 

At  the  end  of  the  Summer  term,  after  an  acceptable 
service  of  several  years,  Miss  Clara  P.  King  resigned 
her  situation  in  the  East  Chiltonville  School,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  Susie  F.  Churchill. 

The  school  at  Cedarville  has  been  a  source  of  con- 
siderable anxiety.      As  it  is  not  a  very  attractive  place 
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for  strangers,  few  teachers  have  been  willing  to  remain 
there  long  enough  to  do  much  good,  and,  of  course,  this 
continual  change  has  helped  to  keep  the  school  in  a 
very  low  condition  as  to  scholarship  and  discipline.  The 
teachers,  too,  who  have  had  charge  of  the  school  have, 
for  the  most  part,  been  young  ladies  of  little  experience 
and  insight,  whose  work  could  not  be  of  the  highest 
value.  In  order  to  bring  the  school  up  to  an  equality 
with  the  other  schools  of  the  Town,  it  was  determined 
to  try  what  an  experienced  male  teacher  could  do  in 
bringing  about  the  desired  improvement.  Accord- 
ingly the  services  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Bisbee  were  secured, 
and  the  result  has  justified  the  choice,  for  the  discipline 
is  now  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  the  scholars  are  making 
steady  progress  in  their  studies.  This  arrangement  has 
very  considerably  increased  the  cost  of  the  school  above 
what  we  pay  in  other  outlying  districts,  but  as  no  other 
resource  was  left,  what  has  been  done  for  the  good  of 
the  community  at  Cedarville  will,  doubtless,  be  ap- 
proved. 

The  closing  of  the  Indian  Brook  School  last  year 
seems  to  have  occasioned  no  serious  difficulty  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  district,  as  the  children  attended  the 
school  at  Ellisville  with  as  much  regularity  as  they  usu- 
ally attend  their  own  school.  Considering  the  fact  they 
have  a  much  better  school  at  Ellisville  than  their  own 
could  be,  under  any  circumstances,  the  people  of  the 
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Indian  Brook  district  ought  to  be  well  pleased  with  the 
new  arrangement,  even  if  it  costs  the  children  a  little 
more  trouble  to  get  to  school. 

The  school  opened  for  the  first  time  at  the  Gurnet 
was,  according  to  a  vote  of  the  School  Committee,  con- 
tinued through  the  Summer  months,  with  an  attendance 
of  six  scholars  only.  The  house  purchased  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  this  school,  although  small,  was  of 
course  amply  sufficient.  If  this  school  is  to  be  contin- 
ued, it  ought  to  be  with  the  understanding  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Clark's  Island  should  attend  ;  and  to  render 
this  practicable,  the  school  house  might  be  placed  on 
the  beach,  about  midway  between  the  Gurnet  and  Sa- 
quish.  In  this  case,  the  scholars  would  have  to  walk, 
perhaps,  a  little  more  than  a  mile,  with  a  further  disad- 
vantage on  the  side  of  those  from  Clark's  Island  of  being 
obliged  to  cross  a  narrow  body  of  water,  which  would 
render  the  attendance  of  a  boatman  necessary.  How- 
ever, families  who  choose  to  live  in  such  places  as  these 
are  reasonably  supposed  to  have  some  compensation  which 
they  value,  but,  so  far  as  schools  are  concerned,  they 
certainly  will  have  disadvantages  which  they  ought  to 
have  anticipated  and  ought  to  accept  with  equanimity, 
file  Town  already  supports  many  schools  which  are  in- 
significant in  number  of  scholars,  and  consequently,  in- 
significant in  results  ;  but,  owing  to  the  isolated  state  of 
the  small  communities  in  which  these  schools  are  situated, 
there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  avoiding  the  expense. 
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Reading  Books.  In  my  last  report,  the  question  of 
reading  books  was  discussed  to  S3me  extent,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  opinions  then  expressed,  a  small  sum  was  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  books  to  take  the  place,  a  part 
of  the  time  devoted  to  reading,  of  the  formal  reading- 
books  everywhere  used  in  schools.  It  was  objected  to 
the  common  method  of  conducting  reading  exercises  in 
our  schools,  that,  after  eight  or  nine  years  of  such  practice, 
scholars  came  to  the  High  School  so  deficient  in  the  com- 
prehension of  language  and  so  little  skilled  in  its  use, 
that  much  time  had  to  be  spent  in  the  explanation  of 
things  which  would  have  been  readily  understood,  if  the 
instruction  in  the  schools  below  had  been  all  that  it  might 
have  been. 

This  deficiency  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  want  of  age 
in  the  scholars,  but  rather  to  the  absence  of  the  best 
method  and  the  best  matter  in  our  instruction.  The 
method  and  matter  of  our  schools  are,  doubtless,  as  good 
as  are  found  in  other  schools  ;  but  all  who  have  experience 
in  matters  of  education  are  very  well  aware  that  much 
has  yet  to  be  done,  before  any  schools  will  be  even  with 
the  demands  of  the  times.  There  seems  to  be  an  unde- 
fined conviction  in  the  minds  of  every  community  that 
the  schools  are  not  doing  what  might  be  expected  of 
them,  a  conviction  which  is  constantly  seeking  utterance, 
and  occasionally  finding  emphatic  expression.  But  the 
evils  of  our  school  system  have  the  vitality  which 
belongs  to  everything  organized,  and  will  be  seen  and 
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partially  understood,  long  before  they  can  be  removed. 
In  our  country  there  are  so  many  sources  of  education 
besides  a  school,  that  the  bright  youth  on  going  into  the 
world,  soon  leaves  behind  him,  not  only  the  intelligence 
of  the  schools  in  which  he  has  been  trained,  but  also, 
iot  infrequently,  that  of  the  professionally  prejudiced 
school  master,  whose  knowledge  once  seemed  to  him  to 
reach  above  the  clouds.  This  enlightenment,  thus  ac- 
quired in  the  great  world,  has  to  re-act  upon  the  schools, 
and  force  the  heavily  weighted  system  to  a  higher  level. 

As  a  means  of  introducing  a  little  more  elasticity  and 
freedom  into  the  instruction  given  in  our  schools,  the 
•eading  books  referred  to  above  were  placed  in  a  few  of 
the  graded  schools,  and  the  results  have  been  so  favora- 
ble, that  I  am  of  opinion  a  further  purchase  ought  to  be 
made,  in  order  that  books  of  similar  character  be  put  in 
all  the  graded  schools  at  least.  These  books  consisted  of 
some  plays  of  Shakespeare,  of  which  there  are  editions 
suitable  for  schools,  juvenile  histories  of  the  United  States 
md  of  England,  stories  in  Natural  History,  and  tales  at- 
tractive to  children  of  the  Primary  schools.  The  scholars 
who  have  had  these  books  are  delighted  to  be  relieved 
from  the  monotonous  daily  round  of  the  formal  reading 
book  which  they  have  read  so  often,  that  they  read  it  with- 
out thought,  and,  of  course,  without  improvement.  By 
these  books,  used  for  daily  exercise  in  reading,  under 
the  supervision  of  an  intelligent  teacher,  history  may  be 
taught  without  any  formal  memorizing,  without  painful 


16 


lesson  getting,  and  without  weary  recitation.  Of  course 
the  same  can  be  done  for  many  other  branches  of  learn- 
ing. In  this  way,  without  making  the  art  of  read- 
ing the  direct  and.  most  important  object  of  pursuit, 
the  scholar  will  learn  to  read  by  learning  to  get  ideas 
from  the  fresh  supply  of  matter  offered  to  him  daily,  to 
tempt  his  powers  ;  and  if  he  cannot,  at  the  same  time, 
learn  to  modulate  his  voice,  I  would  make  sure  of  the 
increase  of  intelligence,  and  let  the  intonations  of  the 
voice  take  care  of  themselves.  All  this  would  not  make 
any  great  change  in  the  work  of  the  school  room  ;  it 
would  only  turn  an  hour  of  sleepy  routine  into  an  intel- 
lectual exercise  of  pleasing  vivacity  ;  and,  by  enlarging 
the  range  of  the  scholar's  experience  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, enable  him  when  he  comes  to  the  High  School,  to 
enter  upon  his  new  studies  with  appreciation  and 
pleasure. 

Changes  Suggested.  —  Tf  it  were  once  shown  what 
knowledge  is  of  the  most  value,  that  knowledge,  one 
would  suppose,  would,  without  dispute,  be  made  the 
basis  of  all  instruction  in  the  public  schools  ;  and  if  it 
could  be  determined  by  what  method  men  acquire 
knowledge  in  the  common  pursuits  of  life,  for  the  best 
performance  of  its  functions,  it  might  be  reasonably 
assumed  that  that  was  the  natural  method,  and,  there- 
fore, the  best,  and  that  it  would  be  accepted  as  the  best 
for  communicating  knowledge  to  the  young.     Now  it| 
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seems  to  me,  the  most  valuable  knowledge  is  that  which 
is  most  needed  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life,  which  may 
be  comprehensively  embraced  under  the  term  science  ; 
and  the  method  of  science,  the  method  of  observation 
and  experiment,  the  natural  method,  is  the  way  by 
which  men  acquire  knowledge  for  the  purposes  of  prac- 
tical life,  away  from  the  schools.  I  would,  therefore, 
make  science  the  matter  of  instruction  in  the  schools, 
and  bring  the  scholar  face  to  face  with  the  facts  of 
nature,  instead  of  confronting  him  with  the  abstractions 
of  books,  as  we  now  do  ;  and  I  would  make  the  method 
of  science*  the  refined  common  sense  which  has  devel- 
oped all  modern  knowledge,  take  the  place  of  our 
present  method  of  memorizing  from  books,  what  gener- 
ally, is  only  partially  understood.  Treated  in  this  man 
ner,  the  minds  of  the  young  would,  doubtless,  be  so  at- 
tracted and  stimulated,  that  they  would  accomplish  in- 
comparably  more  than  they  do  now  ;  and  the  knowledge 
and  discipline  thus  acquired  would  necessarily  accompany 
them  through  life  ;  for  coining  into  daily  service,  they 
would  not  be  forgotten,  as  much  of  the  useless  learn- 
ing is  now. 

To  accomplish  this  change  in  the  course  of  study,  I 
would  begin  with  the  Primary  schools,  those  most 
needing  reformation  Instead  of  what  we  have  there 
now,  I  would  introduce  a  modification  of  what  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Kindergarten  system,  the  truly 
natural  method  of  teaching  little  children.  A  modifier - 
12 
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tion  would  be  desirable,  not  on  account  of  imperfection, 
but  because  it  is  too  expensive  for  the  public  schools. 
I  would  have  this  method,  which  is  truly  scientific,  con- 
tinued through  all  the  grades,  including  the  High  School, 
enlarging  the  subject  matter  of  instruction  as  the  capac- 
ity of  the  scholars  expanded,  not  wholly  rejecting  the 
help  of  books,  but  depending  upon  them  much  less  than 
now.  The  knowledge  of  language  would  be  placed 
second,  and  the  knowledge  of  things  would  necessarily  be 
placed  first,  as  the  matter  of  thought  comes  before  the 
power  of  expression.  The  language  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
like  Sanscrit  and  Hebrew,  would  have  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  specialist  as  curious  and  antiquated  lore,  not  because 
antiquity  has  ceased  to  command  our  admiration,  but 
because  the  Nineteenth  Century,  teeming  with  its  multi- 
plicity of  knowledge,  demands  our  attention  more. 

I  make  these  suggestions  without  intending  to  imply 
that  our  schools  are  inferior  to  those  of  other  towns  and 
cities,  for  I  believe  they  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  ;  and  our  teachers  I  know  to  be  faithful  and  skilful 
in  the  performance  of  the  work  that  is  given  them  to 
do  ;  yet  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  neither  our  own 
public  schools,  nor  any  others,  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
times,  and  I  would,  therefore,  slowly  but  surely  change 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON, 
March,  1876.  Supt.  of  Schools. 
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UNGKADED  SCHOOLS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


SCHOOLS. 

Manomet  Gram. 
Manomet  Prim., 
Cedarville, 
Ellisville, 
Long  Pond, 
South  Pond, 
E.  Chiltonville, 
Kussell  Mills, 
Cliff, 


TEACHERS. 


Length  of    Wages  of     Whole  No.  Average 

school        teachers  of 
in  weeks,     per  month.      scholars.  Attend. 


Kuth  F.  Burgess,  40  $40.00  41  25 

Addie  B.  Holmes,  40  26.00  27  20 

A.  W.  Bisbee,  40  50.00 

Clara  F.  Kobinson,  40  32.00  19  17 

Ella  M.  Stephens,  40  26.00 

Clara  M.  Hadaway,  40  26.00  19  18 

Susie  F.  Churchill,  40  26.00  31  24 

Addie  M.  Finney,  40  26.00  33  26 

Judith  C.  Howland,  40  26.00  28  23 


PBIMAKY  SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Length  of 

Wages  of 

Whole  No. 

Average 

school 
in  weeks. 

teachers 
per  month. 

$28.00 

of 
scholars. 

Attendance. 

47 

Priscilla  Perkins, 

40 

54 

Frances  E.  Hovey, 

40 

28.00 

66 

51 

Julia  F.  Sears, 

40 

28.00 

39 

31 

Delia  S.  Lanman, 

40 

28.00 

46 

40 

Mary  M.  Churchill, 

40 

28.00 

67 

51 

Ellen  M.  Douglas, 
Bessie  J.  Bobbins, 

40 

28.00 

30 

25 

40 

28.00 

56 

50 

RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION. 


Priscilla  Perkins, 
Frances  E.  Hovey, 
Julia  F.  Sears, 
Delia  S.  Lanman, 
Mary  M.  Churchill, 
Ellen  M.  Douglas, 
Bessie  J.  Bobbins, 


Writing 
numbers. 

Arith. 

Geog. 

Read. 

Spell. 

.98 

.64 

.91 

.86 

.79 

.85 

.81 

100 

.89 

.70 

.91 

.75 

.78 

.85 

.81 

.96 

.68 

.98 

.84 

.83 

.72 

.58 

.82 

.78 

.66 

.89 

.70 

.90 

.85 

.55 

.83 

.62 

.88 

.76 

.62 
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SECOND  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 

Length  of            Wages  of  Whole  No.  Average 

TEACHERS.                                        school               teachers  of 

in  w.eeks.            per  month.  scholars.  Attendance. 

Pella  M.  Bobbins,                40        $32.00  49  37 

Charlotte  R.  Bearce,             40          32.00  35  30 

Lucy  J.  Collingwood,            40          32.00  33  26 

RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION. 

Arith.                Geog.  Read.  Spell. 

Pella  M.  Bobbins,                    .39          .75  .80  .71 

Charlotte  R.  Bearce,                 .61          .77  .78  .88 

Lucy  J.  Collingwood,               .59          .72  .81  .77 


THIRD  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 

Length  of  Wages  of  Whole  No.  Average 

TEACHERS.                                         school  teacher  of 

in  weeks.  per  month.  scholars.  Attendance. 

Carrie  I.  Mace,                    40  $36.00  34  27 

Emma  Davie,                      40  36.00  63  50 

Mary  Z.  Cornish,                  40  40.00  46  41 

Helen  F.  Ward,                   40  38.00  59  49 

RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION. 

Arith.  Geog.  Read.  Spell. 

Carrie  I.  Mace,                        .78  .79  .74  .79 

Emma  Davie,                          .54  .82  .79  .82 

Mary  Z.  Cornish,                     .61  .79  .83  .50 

Helen  F.  Ward,                       .48  .78  80  .74 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

Length  of         Wages  of  Whole  No.  Average 

TEACHERS.                                         school-             teacher  of 

in  weeks.         per  month.  scholars.  Attendance. 

Aaron  H.  Cornish,                40       $100.00  60  50 

David  H.  Gibbs,                  40        100.00  42  36 

Gustavus  D.  Bates,              40          60.00  30  25 

RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION. 

Arith.      His.     Geog.     Gram.    Read.  Comp.    Spell.  Penmans'p 

Aaron  H.  Cornish,       .81    .74    .91    .72    .78  .95    .61  .81 

David  H.  Gibbs,         .64    .68    .86    .62    .78  .94    .70  .78 

Gustavus  D.  Bates,      .44    .46    .78    .44    .78  .93    .66  .83 
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AVERAGES  OF  STUDIES  OF  SCHOLARS  ADMITTED 
TO  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


Grammar  School.  —  Mr.  Cornish. 


Herbert  Barrows  81 

Harry  J.  Beytes  ...  .74 

Alfred  G.  Churchill  68 

William  Collingwood  80 

Fred.  H.  Cushing  74 

Anabel  Dodge  79 

Abbie  B.  Edes  68 

Emma  Hensel  78 


Mary  L.  Heath  79 

William  B  Holmes  78 

Harvey  L.  Jones   .82 

Natalie  Morton . .   80 

John  Murray    87 

Annie  J.  Perkins  80 

Eunice  L.  Thomas  89 

Ira  C.  Ward  ...  . .  .84 


Grammar  School.  —  Mr.  Gibbs. 


Clara  W.  Bennett  80 

Fannie  A.  Burgess  70 

Susie  Chandler   .  .76 

Mary  Collingwood   92 

Beulah  Collingwood  83 

Mary  A.  Dickson   .83 

Frank  Dunham  85 

Charles  C.  Doten  65 

Lenora  Eaton   79 

George  E.  Godfrey  66 

Lottie  Griffith  69 

Mary  Hayden  79 


William  T.  Eldridge  84 

Daniel  L.  Howard  76 

Jenny  Howland  84 

Edgar  W.  Howland  67 

Carrie  Leonard  79 

Mercy  E.  Holmes  71 

George  E.  Miett  75 

Mary  F.  Poole  76 

Charles  Morey  74 

Emma  F.  Richardson ...  .72 
Lizzie  M.  Pierce   88 
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Manomet  School. —  Miss  Burgess. 

Augusta  Pierce  ....   82  |  Annie  M.  Sampson 

Melzar  B.  Sampson  69 

Chiltontille  School.— Mr.  Bates. 

Alice  G.  Bennett  65  |  Wm.  A.  Morton  . . . 

Sarah  A.  Thrasher  66 

Ellisvtlle  School. — Miss  Kobinson. 

Hannah  B.  Harlow  90  |  Lena  W.  Ellis  .  . 

Nellie  F.  Pierce  85 

Cedarville  School. — Mr.  Bisbee. 
Ruth  H.  Swift  65. 


Abby  Morton 


Private  School. 

 71  |  Annie  D.  Faulkner 
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PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Averages  of  Studies  of  Scholars  for  year  ending  February,  1876. 

First  Class. 


— 

SCHOLARS. 

rature. 

3 

1 

.5 

.e 

n 

a 
1 

a 
1 

& 

V 

A 

B? 

"o 

V 

O 

3 

S 

o 

Abby  J.  Bartlett  

.98 

.99 

.99 

100 

.99 

100 

.98 

.97 

.98 

100 

.99 

.97 

.99 

.98 

Ella  M.  Collingwood  

.99 

.92 

.97 

.88 

.98 

.95 

.94 

Rebecca  J.  Churchill. . . . 

.97 

.89 

.95 

.95 

.94 

100 

.96 

.95 

.99 

.97 

.97 

.96 

.97 

.88 

.96 

.91 

.94 

Annie  S.  Loring  

.97 

.98 

.93 

.95 

.99 

.96 

Jennie  H.  Paty  

.99 

.98 

.99 

.98 

.98 

.95 

.89 

.96 

.81 

.90 

100 

.97 

.99 

.99 

.98 

.99 

.85 

.94 

.92 

.97 

.71 

.95 

.87 

Second  Class. 


SCHOLARS. 

2 
s 
a 

Latin. 

Greek. 

French. 

German. 

Chemistry. 

Physical 
Geography. 

Physiology 

Botany. 

Average. 

Addie  L.  Bartlett  

.98 

.99 

.98 

.98 

.98 

.98 

.98 

Ella  W.  Blackmer  

.88 

.93 

.87 

.84 

.99 

.85 

.89 

Effie  B.  Blackmer  

.94 

.96 

.93 

.88 

.96 

.93 

.93 

Alice  F.  Blan  chard  

.94 

.90 

.84 

.88 

.95 

.93 

.90 

Alice  H.  Brown  

.96 

.94 

.94 

.94 

.95 

.92 

.94 

Nelia  I.  Burbank  

.92 

.93 

.85 

.91 

.96 

.95 

.92 

Laura  S.  Churchill  

.85 

.86 

.83 

85 

.98 

.87 

Mattie  F.  Erland  

.98 

.89 

.98 

93 

.94 

.98 

.95 

Mary  S.  Holmes.  

.05 

.89 

.84 

.96 

.91 

Mary  A.  Lanman  

.78 

.79 

.83 

.93 

.82 

.83 

Lizzie  F.  Morton  

.96 

.96 

.97 

.93 

.96 

.97 

.95 

Annie  B.  Mullins  

.92 

.87 

.95 

.95 

.95 

.92 

Annie  M.  Rogers  

.88 

.80 

.84 

.96 

.87 

.87 

Susie  C.  Thomas.*  

.69 

.88 

.84 

.64 

.68 

.97 

.78 

.78 

Martha  W.  Whitmore. . . 

.93 

.92 

.96 

.90 

.89 

.98 

.93 

Clara  Wood  

.91 

.97 

.91 

.92 

.97 

.94 

.93 

Ida  Wood  

.84 

.79 

.88 

.93 

.90 

.86 

Charles  II.  Barnes  

.80 

.81 

.90 

.87 

.89 

.90 

.86 

Win.  H.  Danforth  

.96 

.94 

.87 

.94 

.98 

.85 

.92 

Wm.  C.  Harlow  

.61 

.76 

.73 

.66 

.59 

.67 

Elmer  W.  Hathaway  

Edward  T.  Lanman  

.90 

.88 

.89 

.74 

.93 

.78 

.93 

.85 

.85 

.84 

Austin  E.  Luther  

.76 

.80 

.85 

.85 

.77 

.80 

Edwin  S.  Paulding  

.71 

.89 

.81 

.90 

.90 

•« 

.82 

Russell  Whitman  

.97 

.97 

.90 

.98 

.91 

.97 

.95 
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Third  Class. 


SCHOLARS. 

History. 

French 

1 

41 

Botany. 

Composition. 

Physiology. 

Natural 
Philosophy. 

Latin. 

Greek. 

Book 
Keeping 

Average. 

Minnie  Bachelder  

Ql 

QQ 
.JV 

.93 

1  AO 

ft7 

Q4. 
.Vt 

Helen  M.  Beal  

i  no 

Q7 

•  J7  1 

.VO 

.96 

Qfi 

Q9 

Qfi 

Katie  B.  Bishop  

*Q 

■  OO 

.76 

.  I  o 

•  UO 

Helen  Chandler  

Q£ 
.VO 

Q9 

.92 

Ql 
.J  1 

ftft 

.Oo 

Q9 
.v  & 

May  Chandler  

QK' 

.  t'.) 

Q7 

.94 

QQ 
.vo 

QQ 
.vo 

Q4. 
.  vt 

Susie  F.  Collingvvood. .. 

.i70 

QQ 
.VO 

ft7 
.0  i 

.90 

QO 

7Q 

.  1  V 

ftQ 

Mary  A.  Cornish  

•  Of 

ft  7 

.89 

70 

.Ot 

Hattie  Dickson  

.89 

.96 

.67 

.84 

7  ft 

7ft 
.  1  o 

<:q 

80 

.01/ 

00 

70 
.  i  v/ 

77 
.it 

Hannah  B  Ellis  

.94 

.98 

QQ 
.  vo 

.94 

.96 

7Q 

.92 

Carrie  li.  Johnson  

.99 

.98 

.95 

.98 

.95 

.97 

QO 

.  VKJ 

97 

.95 

07 

.  V  I 

.  O  1 

.92 

.92 

Lizzie  L.  Manter  

Q^ 

.  VO 

QO 

Q0 

QO 

.  VKJ 

7Pi 
.  1  O 

ftft; 

•  OO 

Lizzie  W.  Manter  

Qft 
.  vo 

QO 
.  VKJ 

•• 

Q  1 

.  V  1 

90 

Qft 
.9  o 

7ft 

QO 

.  VKJ 

Ma rv  A.  Murray  

.96 

.96 

.96 

.83 

.93 

.92 

.  vv 

.99 

Q7 

^9 

.J70 

Q4- 
.  vt 

Annie  B.  Bobbins  

79 

ftfi 

.0£> 

71 

Katie  W.  Sampson  

QO 

.  V\J 

QQ 
.vo 

QQ 
.JO 

Q2 

.  VA 

Q7 
.V  l 

QO 
.VKJ 

.92 

Maud  Spooner  

Q^ 
.  vo 

.oV 

on 

ftQ 

ftft 
.OO 

QO 

.  U\J 

Emma  J.  Walker  

QQ 

.VO 

Q9 

Q0 
.  vkj 

Ql 

.171 

■  i  D 

ft^ 

.  OO 

Mary  T.  Whiting  

ft7 

ftft 
.00 

QA 

kQ 

Qft 
.Vo 

70 

ft? 
•  o  I 

Florence  A.  Whitmore.. 

Q« 
•  Jo 

.VI 

QQ 

Q4. 

Qft 

.i70 

QQ 
.vo 

Qfi 
.  vo 

Q7 
.V  / 

'  ' 

QQ 

qf; 

Q7 
.V  I 

ftQ 

.OV 

Ql 
.VI 

QQ 
.  vo 

Alfred  S.  Burns  

.DO 

.V 1 

7ft 
.  to 

,v(J 

*  * 

.570 

.VO 

Qft 
.I/O 

wQ 

.OO 

Q9 

James  A.  Collingvvood  .. 

.89 

.65 

.92 

81 

.85 

:: 

.82 

Charles  M.  Doteu  

.87 

.88 

.78 

.98 

.86 

!76 

.85 

George  F.  Dunham  .... 

.84 

.79 

.87 

.89 

.83 

.88 

.84 

.83 

.83 

.78 

.83 

.76 

.62 

.83 

.82 

.79 

.76 

.78 

.65 

.73 

.95 

.66 

.75 

Wm.  S.  Harrison  

.97 

.97 

.vo 

.93 

.91 

.93, 

.94 

.98 

.82 

.85 

.95 

.75 

.87 

.90 

.89 

.90 

.77 

.84 

.87 

.67 

.82 

.90 

.71 

.79 

Frederick  A.  Jenks  

.97 

.49 

.86 

.90 

.94 

.85 

.83 

.85 

.96 

.90 

.99 

.93 

.  .  1  .  . 

.92 

.71 

.71 

.76 

.83 

.78 

.... 

.75 

Laughlin  D.  McLean  

.93 

.91 

.87 

.80    '.  '. 

.87 

.98 

.93 

.91 

.89 

.82 

i 

.90 

Walter  8.  Pember  

.60 

.79 

.70 

.69 

.95 

.94 

.88 

.93 

.87 

George  R  Winsor  

.69 

.59 

.69 

.83 

.92 

.85 

.76 

Samuel  W.  Whitmore... 

.98 

.83 

.83 

.86 

.82 

: :  i.9i 

.87 
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Fourth  Class. 


SCHOLARS. 

5 

>ok 

?eping. 

p 

o 

1 

?rman. 

tt 

lysics. 

istory. 

B 

I 

CQ 

i  ea^ 

6 

CJ 

Ph 

tn 

< 

iNcllie  AlWOOU  

QO 

.  «7U 

Qft 
.Jo 

9*i 

.  vo 

1  01 

!    •  ''t 

.  1  O 

1    0 1 

I  .y i 

00 

Mary  Bancroft  

RR 

<'0 

.bZ 

.  1  O 

ATpIIia  "Rl  <i  r>  Lrm  At* 

x\  ClUC  IJ XtlL^XYlXXGl  ............ 

.84 

.89 

*  " 

.85 

.  /  y 

no 
.DO 

MO 

HdiimiiX  vv  •           Ainu  .  ....  •••• 

.94 

Q7 

.95 

.94 

QO 

OO 
.JZ 

.92 

jjyuiti  ijicitiioru.  

ft<i 

.OO 

I 

Qfi 

.  V\J 

QO 

ArJHiA  Oli  *i  nrll  at 

AUUlt  VvXXctXXClXCl  ............. 

.91 

QQ 
.VV 

.95 

QQ 

.yo 

.  vo 

ac 

.OO 

Q7 
.O/ 

09 

.  V  £• 

fii*fi  oc*  I  )    f^li  a  nrl  1  av 

VXX  dl^C  X/t    V_yIXcllXlXXGX  ••*...  .... 

.95 

.97 

.95 

QO 
.OZ 

1  A/  k 

100 

.  vo 

I^YYITYIQ      T             1 />LVo  All 

llilllllld  o.  UlCKsOIl  

7ft 
.  /  0 

RR 

•  o  1 

RK 
.OO 

.  1  1 

.oZ 

77 

rv.  xj v d  jjiiiidii  ....  

ft  9 

QO 

•  V\J 

RR 
.OO 

Alcllluhd  XldyUtJQ  

.VO 

QQ. 
.  vo 

01 
.vt 

.  /  o 

.yi 

.CO 

JXlxlla,  IlcUgc  ................ 

R^ 

.OO 

.yy 

01 

.V  X 

OO 
•  vZ 

.DO 

R7 
.O  1 

^iuua  ij.  nuimcs  

ftft 

.OO 

OS 

.yo 

.  1  V 

RR 

•  OO 

7K 
.  /  O 

77 
.7  ( 

R4, 

.  Ot 

f^1  Ti  ci  t*1  i  *i  n  q    A  Tatioc 

V/XXtlX  XXtlXXcl  /X .  UUUca  

Qft 

.  «70 

OO 

.yy 

Oft 

.  «70 

.yo 

.vo 

.87 

.yy 

Q£ 

.J70 

A/T  *.  1  ~P  \ '     I*        l~  Q  TT1  TlG  Vl~All 

lVXclXj'   V> .  XjdXXl  Ucl  tun  •  

91 
.  vt 

oe 

.yo 

OX 
.  vt 

Ql 

•  vt 

01 
.vt 

on 
.civ 

07 
.y  / 

Ql 

.y* 

aUgllslja  1VX.   1VXUII/UXX.  ........ 

.OO 

.yo 

09 

01 

OA 

.yo 

AO 
.VZ 

00 
.vZ 

XTiXXAdUc  UXI  XTdby  .............. 

ftl 

•  • 

ftQ 

QO 
•  vZ 

09 
,vZ 

OA 

.o0 

QQ 
.OO 

ft/? 
.00 

T.illiA  T    W»r»l7"h  qui 

XjXXXXG  tl  .    X  (  t  IVJI.UU  ........... 

ftO 

.ob 

.  V\J 

.  /  5 

1  .ill  ion    X    **1  q  m  ti  c  r\  11 

IjUUiHI   <J  .  OclXXXp&UXJ  ......... 

.OO 

Q9 
.  vz 

Q.7 
•O  / 

OO 

.yu 

OA 

.oU 

OA 

.vi 

ft« 
.00 

(^.r»o  f. o  AAThi'Miio' 

vJTlclCC    VV  XXXbXXX£^.  ............. 

.90 

ft9, 

.OO 

RQ 
.ov 

.  /  b 

Q7 
.0/ 

•  OO 

iictttic  ivx.  vv  xxxtxxx^.  ......... 

QO 

.98 

Of? 

.91 

OO 

.yu 

.76 

94 

on 
.yu 

O  CXXXXXC   O  \  \  1  I  I  ...............  . 

99 

.vz 

.99 

04- 

OO 

.82 

.97 

QO 

.yz 

TTlmpT*  T?.     A  vprv 

X!j  J  111  CI    XI; .    r\.  V  v  1  V  

.«7u 

.98 

9  Pi 
.  V\J 

07 

.87 

.99 

fir, 
,  vo 

Arthur  L.  Bailey  

.76 

.96 

.80 

.89 

.78 

.88 

.84 

Frederick  Bartlett  

.91 

.98 

.92 

.96 

.91 

.99 

.94 

Bertie  R.  Bartlett  

.62 

.98 

.79 

.89 

.67 

.84 

.79 

Elmer  C.  Chandler  

.52 

.83 

.70 

.67 

.69 

.58 

.66 

Frederick  Clark  

.54 

.93 

.68 

.73 

.74 

.88 

.75 

Arthur  Churchill  

.83 

.84 

.85 

.85 

.77 

.79 

.60 

.79 

Edwin  S.  Damon  

.74 

.81 

.87 

.70 

.69 

.59 

.73 

Charles  N.  Davie  

.74 

.99 

87 

.94 

.83 

.90 

.89 

Elmer  E.  Dunton  

.58 

.97 

79 

.60 

.65 

.90 

: : 

.74 

Bertie  Griffin  

.84 

.98 

.87 

.88 

.68 

.94 

.86 

Wallace  C  Griffith  

.74 

100 

.63 

.79 

Charles  M.  Oldham  

.79 

.85 

.80 

.80 

.58 

.76 

.76 

Anderson  Perkins  

.90 

.96 

.89 

.87 

.79 

.91 

.88 

Edward  W.  Perkins  

.65 

.70 

.67 

Alex.  J.  Robbins  

.80 

.89 

.85 

.91 

.82 

.91 

.58 

.82 

George  Weston  

.68 

.72 

.78 

.66 

.66 

.57 

.81 

.69 

13 


20 


DAILY  PKOGRAMME  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  AND  FRIDAY. 


8.30  to  8.40. 
8.40  to  9.45. 

9.45  to  10  50. 
10.50  to  11.10. 
11.10  to  11.55. 

11.55  to  12.45. 

12.45  to  1.30. 


Mr.  Burton. 

Opening  Exercises. 

{Greek,  Mon.  and  Frid, 
3d  Latin,  Wednesday 

f  Physics,  Mon.  &  Wed, 
(German,  Friday. 

Recess, 
i  Geology,  Mon.  &  Wed. 
\  Physical  Geog.,  Frid. 

{Chemistry,  Monday. 
2d  Latin,  Wednesday. 
1st  Latin,  Friday, 
f  3d  Latin,  Mon.  &  Frid, 
\  Chemistry,  Wednes'y, 


Miss  Judson. 


3d  French, 
8.40  to  9.15. 

2d  French, 
9.15  to  9.45. 

Literature. 


1st  History. 


3d  Comp'sit'n, 
Mon.  &  Frid. 
2d  History. 


Miss  Lamb. 


Book  Keeping. 


Arithmetic. 


Composition. 


3d  German. 


Geom.,  Mon.  &  Frid. 


TUESDAY  AND  THURSDAY. 


8.30  to  8.40, 
8.40  to  9.45. 
9.45  to  10.50. 

10.50  to  il.10. 

11.10  to  11.55. 

11.55  to  12.45. 

12.45  to.,  1.20. 


Mr.  Burton. 

Opening  Exercises. 
1st  Latin. 
Natural  Philosphy. 

Recess. 
2d  Latin. 

Physical  Geography, 
f  German,  Tuesday. 
\  Readings,  Thursday. 


Miss  Judson. 


2d  Rhetoric. 
1st  Rhetoric. 

4th  Latin. 
1st  French. 


Miss  Lamb. 


4th  Composition. 
Algebra. 

2d  German. 
Botany. 


Rehearsals.     I  Rehearsals. 


COUBSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


FIRST  YEAR. 

Botany,  (five  months)  ;  Physiology,  (five  months  ;  English 
Language,  Ancient  History,  Chemistry  and  Physics,  (Science 
Primers,)  Latin  and  German. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Commercial  Arithmetic,  Book-Keeping,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Modern  History,  English  Language,  French,  German,  Latin 
and  Greek. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

Algebra,  Chemistry,  Physical  Geography,  English  Literature, 
French,  German,  Latin  and  Greek, 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

Geometry,  Bhetoric,  Geology,  English  Language,  French, 
German,  Latin  and  Greek. 

Elective  studies  are  printed  in  Italics. 

One  English  study  may  be  omitted  each  year  by  a  pupil 
studying  Latin  if  he  chooses. 


I 


( 
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EXHIBITION 


Plymouth  High  School, 

Thursday,  February  10th,  1876. 


Chorus:  "Joy,  joy,  Freedom  to-day."  From  "Gipsey's  Warning" 


Composition  :  "The  Good  Fairy  and  the  Bad  Fairy."  

Lizzie  F.  Byrnes. 

Reading  :  "An  Appeal  to  the  'Sextant'  for  Air."  

Helen  P.  Loring. 

Chorus  :  "Shout  and  Sing  Glad  Songs  Together."  

Composition:  "Adventures  of  a  Shark  in  the  Wreck  of  an  East 
Indiaman."  

Eugene  "W.  Godfrey. 

Piano  Solo  -  "Frisches  Leben."  F.  Spindler. 

Sarah  A.  Hayden. 


Composition  :  "A  Mother's  Influence."   

S.  Emmeline  Pratt. 

French  Dialogue:  Extract  from  "Les  Petits  Oiseaux."  

MM.  Labishe  et  Delacour. 
Ella  M.  Collingwood,  Catano  Fratus, 

W.  Sever  Harrison,  George  R.  Winsor, 

George  L.  Calloway,  Shalman  E.  Morton. 

Eugene  S.  Paulding,  George  F.  Dunham. 

Original  Poem:  "Making  a  Show  "  

John  T.  Gooding. 

[J.  B.  Von  Bree. 

Chorus:  "Brooks  shall  Murmur."  from  11  St.  Cecilia's  Day." 

Reading  :  "Miss  Malony  on  the  Chinese  Question."  

Susie  F.  Collingwood. 
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Composition  :  "Are  Women  more  given  to  Gossiping  than  Men,"  

Hannah  W.  Doten. 

Declamation  :  "Centennial  Birthday  of  Washington."  Webster 

Charles  M.  Doten. 

Chorus:  "Angel  of  Peace."  Keller. 

German  Dialogue:  "Wilhelm  Tell."  Schiller. 

John  Russell,  W.  Harry  Danforth, 

Carrie  R.  Johnson,  Helen  F.  Pierce, 

George  F.  Dunham,  Emma  Walker, 

Alexander  J.  Robbins,  Mary  A.  Cornish, 

Russell  Whitman,  W.  Sever  Harrison, 

Lauehlin  D.  McLean,  H.  Frederic  Jenks, 

Mary  M.  Murray,  Addie  C.  Chandler. 

Chorus:  "Morning  Shines  in  Splendor  o'er  us."  Mozart. 

Declamation  :  "Advertising  for  a  Lost  Dog."  

Charles  H.  Barnes. 

Composition:  "Progress."  

Clara  Z.  Blaekmer. 

Piano  Solo:  "Polacca  Brillante."  Von  Weber 

Alice  H.  Brown. 

Reading  :  "Death  of  Marmion  at  Flodden  Field."  Walter-  Scott. 

Carrie  R.  Johnson. 

Chorus:  "The  Wind."  

Original  Dialogue:  "Leaving  School."  

Abbie  J.  Bartlett,  Sarah  A.  Hayden, 

Rebecca  J.  Churchill,  Annie  S.  Loring, 

Ella  M.  Collingwood,  Jennie  H.  Paty. 

Solo  and  Chorus:  "Ave  Maria."  Mendelssohn. 

Hannah  W.  Doten. 


Composition :  "What  I  saw  in  a  Dream;"  and  Valedictory. 

George  L.  Calloway, 
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PARTING  HYMN. 


BY  CLARA  Z.  BLACKMER. 


Old  Father  Time,  why  don't  you  stay? 

Why  haste  so  rapidly  away? 
Toll  not  the  day's  departing  knell, 

Till  we  have  breathed  a  last  farewell ; — 
A  last  farewell,  and  must  it  be 

Our  school-days  a  farewell  to  thee? 
The  flying  moments  us  compel ; 

0  happy  school-days,  fare  ye  well! 

Walls,  round  which  flowers  of  memory  cling, 

And  from  their  cups  sweet  perfume  fling, 
Again  the  winds  their  sad  tales  tell, 

Again  you  echo  back  farewell. 
And  faces  here,  familiar  grown 

In  the  short  years  that  scarce  have  flown. 
May  age  youth's  fiery  spirit  quell, 

Ere  last  we  falter,  fare  ye  well ! 

Our  Father,  clinging  to  Thy  hand, 

And  guarded  by  an  angel  band, 
May  we  pass  through  Life's  shadowy  dell, 

And  this  drear  country  of  Farewell ! 
Then  may  we  meet,  life's  thread  all  spun, 

The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 
Where  ne'er  is  heard  the  tolling  bell, 

Nor  the  sad  murmur,  fare  ye  well  ! 


Presentation  of  Diplomas. 
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Graduating  Class. 


Abbit  L  Barllell, 

Clara  Z.  Blaclcmer, 

Lizzie  F.  Byrnes* 

Rebecca  J.  Churchill, 

Ella  M.  Collingwood, 

Hannah  W.  Dolen, 

Sarah  A.  Hayden, 

Annie  S.  Loring, 

Jennie  H.  Paly, 

S.  Emmeline  Trail, 

George  L.  Calloway, 

Eugene  W.  Godfrey, 

John  T.  Gooding. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH,  |: 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  1,  1877, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 
For  the  Year  1876-7. 


PLYMOUTH: 

AVKHY        DoTKN,   ST K AM   HOOK  AND  Joii  PRINTERS. 
1877. 


I     ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


TOWIT  OPPICEES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  of  PLYMOUTH, 

FOR  THE 

FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  1,  1877, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 
For  the  Year  1876-7. 


PLYMOUTH : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Steam  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1877. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  foi 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

The  Treasurer's  boooks  have  been  examined  and  found 
correct,  and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with : 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1876    $11,287  58 

Dog  fund  from  the  County   351  13 

School  fund  from  the  State   330  58 

Sale  school  books   649  61 

School  reimbursements    6  90 

Armory  rent  refunded    264  00 

Almshouse  reimbursement    1,789  92 

Water  rent,  labor  and  materials  ,   8,658  23 

Circus  licenses. . .   37  50 

Interest  on  taxes   353  29 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank    400  00 

Agawam  and  Half- Way  Pond  fishery   232  04 

Rebate  of  interest   15  40 

Fines  for  violation  of  Town  By-Laws    5  00 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   23  40 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hill  Cemetery   498  85 

Road  department  reimbursements   820  23 

State  aid  refunded   3,378  47 

National  Bank  tax  from  the  State   3,170  54 

Corporation  tax  from  the  State   3,983  47 


Amount  carried  forward  $36,256  14 
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Amount  brought  fomvard  $36,256  14 

Insane  Poor  reimbursements   145  80 

Contingent  reimbursements   54  40 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   8  00 

Taxes,  1871    142  06 

Taxes,  1872  . ,   203  41 

Taxes,  1873    123  31 

Taxes,  1874  \ .  245  71 

Taxes,  1875     5,293  88 

Taxes,  1876    46,296  84 

Non-resident  Bank  tax   3,885  14 

Miscellaneous  receipts   30  50 

Liquor  Licenses     912  50 

New  road  reimbursements    2  69 


$93,600  38 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments  as 
follows : 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund   $1,500  00 


State  tax   4,464  00 

National  Bank  tax   3,752  23 

County  tax   4,909  81 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   689  86 

Widows   156  00 

Water  Works  and  interest  on  sinking  fund   8,640  45 

Watch  and  police   1,361  08 

Treasurer's  salary   500  00 

Town  debt    8,543  29 

Collector  of  taxes   450  00 

Sexton   125  00 

State  aid   3,230  47 

Schools   18,075  50 

Roads  and  bridges   5,989  73 

New  roads     2,632  82 

Insane  Poor   1,463  11 


Amount  carried  forward  $66,483  35 
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Amount  brought  forward   $66,483  35 

Poor   7,971  70 

Abatements   650  00 

Herring  money     230  80 

Fire  Department   2,016  02 

Burial  Hill   197  69 

Contingent   3,424  42 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,107  71 

Assessors  .  831  20 

South  Plymouth  Burial  Ground   125  49 

State  of  Massachusetts,  licenses   228  12 

Widening  Main  Street    400  00 

Armory,  &c,  transferred. ...      '   1  13 

Cash  on  hand   9,932  65 


$93,600  38 


The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows  : 

Assessors   $290  71 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   6  85 

Burial  Hill    43  64 

Contingent   637  15 

Fire  Department.  . .    237  57 

Abatements    1,026  84 

Insane  Poor    50  58 

Koads  and  bridges    2,623  08 

Collector  of  taxes    454  59 

Widows   34 

Herring  money   29  65 

Training  Green  Fund   486  23 

Fresh  Brook   74  72 

South  Plymouth  Burial  Ground   24  51 

Warren  fund   1,060  00 

Poor   521  22, 

Yine  Hill  Cemetery   49  53 

$7,617  21 


The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriations  are  as  fol- 


lows : 

New  roads   $327  78 

Schools   176  15 

Widening  Main  Street   400  00 

Town  debt   327  54 

Watch  and  police     115  91 

Water  works     1,234  70 

Cedarville  school  house.   16  27 


$2,598  35 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Water  Loan. 

Seventy  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

June  1,  1855,  payable  June  1,  1885  ...  $70,000  00 

Twenty  $1,000  6  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

Aug.  1,  1864,  payable  Aug.  1,  1894 ....    20,000  00 

  90,000  00 

DUXBURY  &  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

$40,000  7  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  dated 

April  1,  1874,  payable  April  1,  1884   40,000  00 

Temporary  Debt. 

Notes  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  bearing 

6  per  cent,  interest,  viz  : 
Note  dated  April  3,  1868,  payable  in  ten 

years   $5,000  00 

Note  dated  Sept.  18,  1868,  payable  in  ten 

years   10,000  00 

Amounts  carried  formard  $15,000  00  $130,000  00 


Amounts  brought  forward  $15,000  00  130,000  00 

Note  dated  Feb.  18,  1868,  payable  in  ten 

years   6,724  65 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  dated 

Ang.  5,  1872,  on  demand ;  interest,  6 

per  cent  •  11,000  00 

Notes  to  Henry  Sherman,  on  demand  ; 

interest,  6  per  cent   1,250  00 

Notes  to  Beuben  Sherman,  on  demand ; 

interest  6  per  cent   3,200  00 

Note  to  A.  M.  Diaz,  on  demand   100  00 

Note  to  Emma  Davee,  on  demand   300  00 

Note  to  P.  H.  Haskell,  on  demand   1,000  00 

$38,574  65 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  depart- 
ments  7,617  21 

$46,191  86 

Less  uncollected  taxes  : 

1870    $8  55 

1871   61  31 

1872    92  43 

1873    154  64 

1874   •   250  40 

1875    1,719  02 

1876    9,497  03 

$11,783  38 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid.    $3,212  32 

Cash  on  hand   9,932  65 

  24,928  35 

  21,263  51 


Total  debt  $151,263  51 

Indebtedness,  Jan.  1,  1876   156,014  93 

Indebtedness,  Jan.  1,  1877   151,263  51 


Keduction  of  indebtedness  in  1876   $4,751  42 
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The  temporary  debt  has  been  reduced  the  past  year  in  the 
sum  of  $4,751.42,  as  appears  in  the  foregoing  statement,  making 
the  outstanding  temporary  indebtedness,  exclusive  of  uncol- 
lected taxes  and  amounts  due  from  the  State,  and  cash  on  hand, 
$21,263.51  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  December  31. 

The  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  appropriated  toward  the 
Duxbury  &  Coh asset  Railroad  sinking  fund,  and  paid  over  to 
the  Trustees,  makes  the  total  amount  of  reduction  the  past 
year,  and  applicable  for  that  purpose,  $6,251.42.  The  fact  that 
this  has  been  accomplished  with  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
taxation,  gives  assurance  that  with  economy  in  expenditures 
the  burdens  of  taxation  may  be  lightened,  and  unless  new 
projects  already  foreshadowed  shall  be  assumed,  the  rate  of 
taxation  may  be  still  further  reduced  the  present  year. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  expenditures  of  large  amounts 
during  the  year,  save  in  the  enlarging  and  repairs  of  the  High 
School  House,  which  was  provided  for  by  appropriation,  and  no 
new  loans  have  been  made.  The  temporary  indebtedness,  con- 
sisting of  the  notes  of  the  Town,  has  been  reduced  in  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  dollars  by  the  payment  of  a  note  of  $2,500 
to  the  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  and  payment  of  $500  on  note 
of  P.  H. .Haskell,  the  additional  sum  of  $1,751.42  applied  to 
the  reduction  of  the  indebtedness  was  dervied  from  the  dif- 
ference in  the  undrawn  balances  and  revenue  derived  from 
miscellaneous  sources  over  the  amount  estimated  as  revenue 
for  the  year. 

The  expenditures  in  the  several  departments  have  been  kept, 
with  few  exceptions,  within  the  appropriations,  and  the  only 
large  balances  overdrawn  are  in  the  Water  department,  caused 
by  the  extension  of  the  pipes  in  several  localities  which  was 
not  contemplated  at  the  commencement  of  the  year ;  and  for 
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the  widening  of  Main  Street,  by  the  County  Commissioners,  in 
front  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  building,  for  which  was  assessed 
upon  the  Town  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  interest  on  the  temporary  debt,  a  part  of  which  bore  in- 
terest at  seven  per  cent,  until  1875,  and  was  then  reduced  to  6h 
per  cent.,  has  within  the  year  been  reduced  to  6  per  cent. ;  and 
aside  from  the  interest  on  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad 
loan,  no  higher  rates  are  paid  on  any  notes  of  the  Town. 

The  interest  on  loans  made  in  anticipation  of  taxes  was 
obtained  at  the  rate  of  4  J  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  the 
amount  paid  as  interest  has  been  more  than  offset  by  the  in- 
terest received  from  delinquent  tax  payers. 

The  law  of  1875,  regulating  the  indebtedness  of  Towns  and 
cities,  requiring  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  reduction  of  all 
indebtedness,  other  than  for  water,  sewerage  and  railroad  loans, 
of  not  less  than  eight  per  cent,  annually  of  the  indebtedness, 
has  been  more  than  provided  for  in  the  reduction  the  past  year, 
and  unless  the  appropriations  can  be  so  far  reduced  as  to  make 
it  desirable  to  include  in  the  appropriations  for  this  year  for 
some  payment  of  the  loans,  it  can  be  deferred  for  the  present 
year,  the  provisions  of  the  law  having  already  been  met. 

The  sinking  fund  created  for  the  payment  of  the  Duxbury  k 
Cohasset  Railroad  loan,  will  meet  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

But  it  will  become  necessary  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
law  by  providing  a  sinking  fund  to  meet  the  Water  loan,  a 
large  portion  of  which  will  mature  in  1885. 

The  Collector's  account  show  a  larger  amount  of  uncollected 
taxes  than  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the  amount  being 
$3,488.61  in  excess  of  the  last  year,  which  may  be  partially 
accounted  for  in  the  depression  of  business  and  diminished  in- 
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comes  among  a  large  class  of  tax  payers,  and  partly  from  a 
failure  to  comply  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  to  enforce  the 
collection. 

The  salary  of  the  Collector  is  a  yearly  salary,  and  the 
duties  are  not  defined  by  any  vote  of  the  Town  as  to  whether 
he  shall  be  required  to  collect  the  taxes  assessed  for  the  year 
for  the  salary  fixed,  or  otherwise.  At  present  he  receives  his 
salary  yearly,  without  reference  to  the  taxes  collected. 

The  Selectmen  would  recommend  that  in  future  the  duties 
of  the  Collector  be  defined,  so  that  in  the  settlement  with  him 
it  shall  be  understood  whether  the  full  payment  for  the  year  be 
allowed,  or  only  in  the  proportion  which  his  collections  bear  to 
the  whole  amount  placed  in  his  hands  for  collection. 


TOWN  DEBT  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 


To  interest  on  Duxbury  and  Cohasset 


Railroad  loan 


$2,800  00 
2,450  28 


interest  on  temporary  debt. 


interest  paid  on  loans  in  anticipation 


of  taxes, 


293  06 
2,500  00 
500  00 


note  paid  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 
amount  paid  on  note  of  P.  H.  Haskell, 


$8,543  34 


Cr. 


By  undrawn  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875  

appropriation  

interest  from  collected  taxes  

rebate  of  interest  


$347  06 
7,500  00 
353  29 
15  40 


$8,215  75 


Overdrawn 


$327  59 
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The  amount  expended  in  the  above  account  for  reduction 
of  the  Town  debt  is  larger  by  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
the  amount  paid  P.  H.  Haskell  on  his  note,  than  was  recom- 
mended for  the  year  and  included  in  the  appropriation,  pro- 
vision being  only  made  to  take  up  the  note  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Plymouth  Savings  Bank. 

To  provide  for  the  deficiency  and  current  expenses  will 
require  the  sum  of  $5,742.01.  The  Selectmen  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars,  balance  to  be  applied  to 
reduction  of  Town  debt. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Db. 

To  payment  for  construction  of  Oak  street  $579  39 
payment   of    award   to   Eveline  B. 

Field,  Oak  street   620  00 

payment  for  construction  and  award, 

Cliff  street   678  05 

payment  for  construction   of  road, 

at  Cedarville   603  05 

payment  for  construction  of  Beaver 

Dam  Eoad   68  34 

payment  for  construction  of  road  to 

depot  at  Seaside   83  99 

$2,632  82 

Ob. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875.   $2,302  35 

amount  received  Town  of  Kingston. .  2  69 

$2,305  04 

Overdrawn   $327  78 
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The  balance  remaining  at  the  close  of  the  last  year  to  this 
account  was  $2,302.35,  which  was  considered  sufficient  to  com- 
plete the  new  roads  in  process  of  construction,  and  the  working 
of  Cliff  street,  which  had  been  laid  out,  awaiting  final  action  by 
the  Town,  and  was  accepted  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Oak  street,  on  which  there  had  been  expended  to  Dec.  31, 
1875,  the  sum  of  $1,741.30,  remained  incompleted,  and  there 
remained  to  grade  the  entrance  to  Summer  street  and  the  slopes 
in  the  cut,  and  the  removal  of  the  material  thrown  down  by  the 
action  of  the  frost  during  the  winter.  The  road  also  required 
some  1,750  feet  of  fencing  along  the  embankments,  including 
which  was  expended  the  sum  of  $579.39  ;  the  land  damages, 
amounting  to  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  remained  unpaid, 
and,  including  the  working,  made  the  total  expenditures  this 
year  $1,199.39,  and,  added  to  the  amount  previously  paid  for 
construction,  of  $1,741.30,  makes  the  total  cost  of  the  road 
$2,940.69. 

The  working  of  Cliff  street  was  made  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Thrasher,  the  Surveyor  for  that  District,  and  with 
the  Town  teams  under  his  charge,  and  in  connection  with  the 
ordinary  repairs  of  the  road  in  his  District;  and,  although  his 
experience  in  the  building  of  new  roads  had  previously  been 
limited  to  work  in  connection  with  others  on  similar  work,  we 
feel  satisfied,  from  the  opinion  of  those  competent  to  judge  in 
such  matters,  that  the  work  was  faithfully  and  economically 
done. 

The  total  cost  of  the  road  to  date,  including  the  land  dam- 
ages of  $264.00,  and  $67.88  for  drain  pipe  and  $20.00  for  fenc- 
ing, is  $678.05. 

There  remains  unpaid  the  sum  of  $50.00,  as  award  for  land 
damage  ;  and,  with  the  exception  that  a  small  portion  may 
require  loaming  in  the  Spring,  no  outlay  beyond  the  ordinary 
repairs  will  be  required. 
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The  widening  of  the  Beaver  Dam  road,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Town  at  the  annual  meeting,  was  worked  at  an 
expense  of  $68.24,  and  within  the  cost  as  estimated  in  the 
report  of  last  year. 

An  order  of  notice  for  the  construction  of  a  road  on  or 
before  Nov.  1,  1876,  from  a  point  near  the  school  house  in 
Cedarville,  through  the  Indian  Village  near  Herring  Pond,  to 
the  Sandwich  line,  to  connect  with  a  road  being  built  to  that 
point  by  the  town  of  Sandwich,  was  served  on  the  Town  in 
April  last  by  the  County  Commissioners.  A  hearing  had  been 
previously  had  in  that  locality  on  a  petition  from  the  people  in 
that  section  for  the  laying  out  of  the  road,  which  was  attended 
by  the  Selectmen  and  opposed,  except  so  far  as  to  afford  those 
living  in  the  Indian  Village,  who  had  recently  become  tax- 
payers, a  way  to  reach  the  main  road  through  Cedarville,  and 
allow  their  children  to  attend  the  school,  which  otherwise  there 
was  no  convenient  way  to  reach. 

The  Commissioners,  while  not  granting  the  petition  for  the 
whole  length  of  the  road  asked  for,  extended  the  same  to  the 
Sandwich  line,  and  required,  in  grade  and  general  specifica- 
tions, a  more  costly  road  than  the  Selectmen  deemed  the  neces- 
sities of  public  travel  in  that  locality  required. 

To  let  the  road  under  contract  would  require  specifications 
and  otherwise  increase  the  expense,  and  the  Selectmen  finally 
decided,  as  a  question  of  economy,  to  place  the  construction  of 
the  road  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Clark,  one  of  the  Sur- 
veyors, and  also  one  of  the  Board,  whose  experience  in  building 
new  roads  gave  ample  assurance  that  the  work  would  be  econ- 
omically and  faithfully  done.  The  road  was  commenced  early 
in  October,  and  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  fencing, 
in  the  following  month,  and  has  been  open  for  public  travel 
since  that  time. 
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The  outlay  was  not  known  to  be  required  when  the  appro- 
priations were  made,  and  occasioned  the  overdraft  in  the  ac- 
count. 

A  question  has  arisen  as  to  the  boundary  line  between  this 
Town  and  Sandwich,  and  in  rase  it  shall  be  found  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  the  road,  as  now  completed,  is  not  fully  worked 
to  that  point,  a  small  sum  only  will  be  required  to  complete  it. 

The  working  of  the  road  at  Seaside,  in  connection  with  the 
Town  of  Kingston,  was  completed  last  year,  but  the  expense  of 
the  same  had  been  paid  by  the  Town  of  Kingston,  and  was  not 
presented  for  pnyment  until  this  year,  although  it  was  stated 
in  the  report  of  last  year  as  among  the  orders  drawn  not  paid. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Commissioners  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  signed  by  only  a  few  persons,  for  the 
widening  and  straightening  of  Court  street  from  near  the  house 
of  Joab  Thomas  to  the  Kingston  line,  on  which  a  hearing  was 
granted,  and  resulted  in  an  order  of  notice  being  served  on  the 
Town  for  the  widening  and  straightening  of  Court  street  in 
many  places  to  Kingston  line,  the  same  to  be  completed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  before  Nov.  1,  1877. 

The  Selectmen  believe  that  neither  the  necessities  or  con- 
venience of  public  travel  require  the  outlay,  and  it  would 
impose  an  additional  burden  on  the  Town,  which,  at  the 
present  time,  it  would  be  unwise  to  incur. 

The  Selectmen  recommend  that  the  matter  be  deferred  for 
the  present,  and  have  made  no  provision  for  the  working  this 
year ;  and,  unless  the  Town  shall  instruct  them  otherwise,  the 
work  will  not  be  undertaken. 

The  Town  has  expended  large  sums  within  the  past  few 
years  in  the  laying  out  and  construction  of  new  roads,  which,  at 
present,  do  not  promise  any  return  for  the  outlay,  but  impose 
additional  burdens  in  the  repairs  necessary  to  keep  them  in 
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good  condition,  and  we  think  it  will  be  wiser  for  the  Town  in 
the  future  to  improve  the  roads  we  already  have,  than  to  antici- 
pate the  future  by  laying  out  new  roads  in  advance  of  the 
necessity  existing  for  them. 

An  appropriation  of  $600.00  to  provide  for  the  deficiency 
and  for  the  completion  of  unfinished  work  will  be  required. 


CONTINGENT. 
Ob. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875   $1,007  17 

from  Armory  account,  trans- 
ferred   1  13 

appropriation   3,000  00 

reimbursement  from  G.  W.  Griffin ...  41  66 

for  edge  stone   11  61 

 $4,061  57 

Dr. 

To  payment  for  fires  in  the  woods   $740  05 

to  Leander  Lovell,  Town 

clerk   193  65 

John   Perkins,  serving 

warrants,  <fec   29  50 

sexton,  care  Town  House,  5  00 

S.  H.  Doten,  armory  rent  350  00 

Grand  Army   100  00 


Amount  carried  forward .  .  .    $1,418  20 
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Amount  brought  forward   $1,418  20 

To  payment  to  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  in- 
jury to  horse   100  00 

4th  July  celebration  ...       293  46 

H.  B.  Chandler,  damage 

on  highway   125  00 

Boston  Directory   5  00 

Tax  Town  of  Carver ...  4  95 

Tax  Town  of  Kingston,  2  04 

C.   Bates   and  others, 

ringing  bells,  July  4,  4  00 

J.  T.  Holmes,  painting 

street  signs   12  00 

A.  Kendrick,  labor  on 

steps,  Coles  Hill....         14  19 

Bobbins     &  Morton, 

lumber,  Cole's  Hill..         26  14 
.  Wm.Weston  and  others, 
labor  and  materials 
on    steps,  widening 
Summer  Street   27  65 

J.    Thrasher,  posting 

notices   5  00 

John  Atwood,  serving 

warrants,  &c   31  00 

Ellis  Benson,  care  Town 

clock   25  00 

Thos.  Churchill,  setting 

edge  stone   9  25 

Chas.  Baymond,  certify- 
ing deaths   47  75 

Amount  carried  forward   $2,150  63 
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Amount  brought  forward   $2,150  63 

Services  Selectmen. 

To  payment  to  William  H.  Nelson   $125  00 

Lemuel  Bradford   200  00 

Lemuel    Bradford,  ex- 


penses  to  Boston. . . . 

2 

30 

Chas.  B.  Stoddard 

75 

00 

Henry  Whiting    . « 

75 

00 

uavicL  L^iarK  

i  0 

on 

Stamps  and  envelopes. . 

75 

40 

Damage  caused  by  ser- 

91 

65 

Coal  .'  

61 

12 

25 

81 

Express  bills  

6 

30 

Avery  &  Doten,  print- 

ing...  

399 

29 

60 

68 

3,423  18 


Undrawn    $638  39 

As  the  expenditures  from  this  account  are  more  general  than 
those  in  other  departments,  and  embrace  all  expenditures  not 
provided  for  by  direct  appropriation,  and  it  being  the  desire 
of  the  tax  payers  to  know  for  what,  and  to  whom,  expenditures 
are  made  under  this  account,  the  Selectmen  have  varied  from 
the  custom  heretofore  practised  of  giving  only  the  sum  total  of 
payments,  and  have  given,  as  far  as  possible,  a  detailed  account 
of  all  money  expended  during  the  year  and  charged  to  this 
department. 

The  amount  paid  for  armory  rent  is  partly  reimbursed  from 
3 
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the  State,  and  credited  in  miscellaneous  receipts,  and  appears 
as  an  item  of  credit  in  the  Treasurer's  account.  The  amount 
paid  for  services  for  fires  in  the  woods  is  a  large  item,  and  the 
claims  presented  are  so  numerous  and  embarrassing,  that  pay- 
ments are,  without  doubt,  often  made  for  which  no  adequate 
service  is  performed,  —  of  late  the  better  organization  of  the 
Fire  Wards  has,  in  part,  remedied  the  evil,  but  it  is  still  the 
avenue  for  doubtful  claims ;  and  as  it  is  a  question  of  doubt 
whether  the  Fire  Wards,  without  an  express  vote  of  the  Town, 
have  any  power  to  approve  bills  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  Town,  and,  if  so,  whether  owners  of  wood  lands  should 
be  included.  The  Selectmen  recommend  that  the  Town  should 
take  some  action  in  the  matter  to  guide  them  in  the  payment  of 
these  claims. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,000  will  be  required  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  year,  and  is  recommended. 


HO  ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Cr. 


By  balance  Dec.  31,  1875 


$792  58 
820  23 
7,000  00 


Reimbursement 
Appropriation  . 


$8,612  81 


Dr. 


To  payment  in  1876 


$5,989  73 


Undrawn 


$2,623  08 
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The  expenditures  chargeable  to  roads  and  bridges  the  past 
year,  deducting  the  earnings  of  the  teams  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  including  the  orders  drawn,  but  not  paid,  is 
$5,872.71,  and  less  in  the  sum  of  $1,375.74  than  was  expended 
the  previous  year,  considering  the  addition  of  some  four  miles 
of  new  roads  added  to  the  department  the  present  year,  which 
required  a  considerable  sum  for  repairs,  especially  on  the  Rocky 
Hill  ro^d,  and  the  addition  and  renewal  of  fencing  on  a  large 
portion  of  the  old  roads  makes  the  sum  expended  for  ordinary 
repairs  less  than  for  several  years. 

The  difference  in  the  expenditures  maybe  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  small  sum  expended  for  the  removal  of  snow ;  but 
the  roads  in  consequence  were  subject  to  much  greater  wear 
daring  the  unusually  mild  winter,  and  required  more  than  usual 
repairs  during  that  time. 

The  only  expenditures  for  other  than  ordinary  repairs  was 
the  widening  of  the  road  from  the  guide  board  to  the  Plymouth 
Mills,  and  in  front  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Saunders,  and  the  con- 
struction and  widening  of  the  sidewalk  and  paving  of  the 
gutters  in  the  vicinity,  which  was  done  by  the  Town  teams  in 
connection  with  their  ordinary  work,  and  the  addition  to  the 
road  equipment  of  a  roller  and  stump-lifter  at  an  expense  of 
$100.00 

On  many  of  the  streets  in  the  central  portion  of  the  Town 
the  grade  cannot  be  raised,  and  the  worn-out  material  has  to  be 
removed  before  new  material  can  be  added ;  and  as  only  the 
best  material  can  be  used,  which  is  costly  to  obtain,  increases 
the  expense  materially. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  public  travel  demands 
better  roads  than  formerly,  and  the  scarcity  of  material,  most 
of  which  has  to  be  paid  for,  should  be  considered  in  making 
comparisons  with  former  years.   Unless  snow  bills  for  the  re- 
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maiuder  of  the  winter  shall  be  larger  than  usual,  or  some  un- 
looked  for  expeuditure  be  required,  it  is  believed  the  roads  can 
be  kept  up  to  the  present  standard  with  an  appropriatiou  of 
$4,200.00  in  addition  to  the  balance  now  to  the  credit  of  the 
account,  and  it  is  recommended. 

The  following  property  of  the  Town,  belonging  to  the  Road 
department,  is  in  good  condition,  viz : 


Four  horses, 

Four  gravel  carts, 

Two  single  truck  wagons, 

One  double  horse  wagon, 

One  light  wagon, 

One  double  horse  sled, 

Two  single  horse  sleds, 


Four  cart  harnesses, 

Three  truck  saddles,  &c, 

Two  scrapers, 

One  double  horse  roller, 

One  rock  lifter, 

Twelve  shovels, 

Six  picks,  &c,  &c. 


WATER  WORKS. 
Dr. 


To  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875   $2,252  48 

expenditures  in  1876   8,640  45 

  10,892  93 

Or. 

By  appropriation   $1,000  00 

receipts,  1876   8,658  23 

  9,658  23 

Overdrawn......   $1,234  70 


The  income  from  Water  Works  the  past  year  shows  a  bal- 
ance over  the  expenditures  of  $17.78  only,  and,  with  the  appro- 
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priation  of  $1,000  made  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  of  last 
year  of  $2,252.48,  and  the  amount  of  Water  Rents  in  arrears 
and  uncollected,  amounting  to  some  seven  hundred  dollars,  will 
still  leave  a  deficiency  of  $534.70  to  be  provided  for. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  the  Selectmen  recommended  an 
appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which,  with  the  surplus 
income  estimated  in  case  only  the  interest  on  scrip  and  expense 
of  management  and  repairs  were  charged  to  the  account,  would 
provide  for  the  deficiency  then  existing.  No  extensions  were 
then  contemplated,  but  during  the  year  extensions  have  been 
made  by  the  Commissioners  in  several  localities,  requiring  an 
expenditure  of  some  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  will  be  more 
fully  explained  in  their  report,  and  occasioned  the  overdraft  in 
the  account.  The  law  of  1875,  regulating  the  indebtedness  of 
cities  and  towns  and  requiring  payments  to  be  made  of  out- 
standing loans  issued  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  pure 
water,  at  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  years  from  the  passage 
of  the  act,  will  make  it  necessary  to  make  some  provision  for  a 
Sinking  Fund  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  to  suc- 
cessfully negotiate  for  a  renewal  of  such  portion  of  the  loans, 
becoming  due  in  1885,  as  have  not  otherwise  been  provided  for. 

The  annual  income  from  the  Water  Works,  as  shown  by 
the  collections  of  the  past  two  years,  gives  an  average  of  eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  aud,  if  collections  are  fully  made, 
will  somewhat  exceed  that  sum ;  while  expenditures  for  the 
present  year,  exclusive  of  extensions,  are  about  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  leaving  some  thirteen  hundred  dollars  of 
surplus  yearly  income  to  create  a  sinking  fund. 

And  the  Selectmen  recommend  that  the  Treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  charge  in  future  to  the  account  of  Water  Works  only 
the  interest  on  scrip,  and  expense  of  management,  and  material 
for  repairs,  leaving  the  surplus  income  to  be  applied  to  a  sink- 
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ing  fund  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  scrip 
issued  for  the  construction  of  Water  Works,  and  that  the  sur- 
plus income,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  account  to  be  in  his 
hands  on  Dec.  31st  of  each  year,  shall  be  paid  over  by  him  to 
the  Trustees  at  that  time. 

The  advantage  gained  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed, would,  in  addition  to  providing  for  the  sinking  fund, 
show  the  net  income  derived  from  the  Works,  which  otherwise 
cannot  be  readily  ascertained. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  extensions  should  be  made 
only  when  authorized  by  the  Town,  either  by  a  meeting  called 
for  that  purpose,  or  by  limiting  the  amount  which  may  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Commissioners  in  any  one  year  upon  approval 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  to  be  charged  to  extension 
account  and  included  in  the  taxes  of  the  following  year,  and 
that  no  extension  shall  be  made  unless  the  same  shall  pay  six 
per  cent,  interest  on  its  cost. 

Under  authority  granted  by  the  Legislature,  Chap.  257  of 
the  Acts  of  1869,  to  create  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of 
Water  Scrip  at  maturity,  the  Town  elected  Trustees,  who  con- 
tinued to  hold  and  manage  the  sums  intrusted  to  them  by  the 
Town,  and  applied  the  same  to  the  payment  and  cancellation 
of  the  bonds  due  in  1875,  and  considered  that  their  trust  had 
expired  with  the  payment  of  the  same.  Reference  to  the  Act 
does  not  seem  to  imply  any  limitation  to  the  trust,  so  long  as 
any  indebtedness  exists,  and  as  it  provides  for  filling  any  vacan- 
cies which  may  occur  in  its  management,  the  Trustees  con- 
tinue to  hold,  invest  and  manage  such  funds  as  the  action  of 
the  Town  shall  intrust  to  their  care.  No  funds  having  been 
placed  in  their  hands  since  1875,  no  report  has  been  made  to 
the  Town. 

The  uncollected  Water  Rents  to  December  31st,  amount- 
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ing  to  some  seven  hundred  dollars,  are  somewhat  in  excess  of 
last  year,  and  the  vote  of  the  Town  to  enforce  the  collection  has 
not  been  complied  with.  It  will  become  necessary,  in  relying 
upon  this  income  for  a  sinking  fund,  that  the  collection  of 
Water  Kents  shall  be  promptly  made,  and  the  Selectmen 
recommend  that  the  Commissioners  be  instructed  to  have  the 
law  promptly  enforced  by  the  Collector  and  Superintendent, 
who  receive  their  appointment  and  are  responsible  only  to 
them  for  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

An  appropriation  of  six  hundred  dollars  to  meet  the  de- 
ficiency is  recommended. 


SCHOOLS. 
Dr. 


To  balance,  Dec.  31, 1875   $438  87 

payments  in  1876   18,075  50 

 $18,514  37 

Cr. 

By  Massachusetts  School  Fund   $330  58 

Dog  Fund   351  13 

cash  from  sale  of  books   649  61 

sundries   6  90 

appropriation   15,500  00 

repairs  of  High  School  house   1,500  00 

  18,338  22 

Overdrawn   $176  15 


The  overdraft  in  this  department  is  less  in  the  sum  of 
$262.72  than  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  but  bills  outstanding 
of  $226.22,  if  paid,  and  printing  of  the  School  Keport,  hereto- 


fore  charged  to  the  School,  but  included  with  the  Town  Eeport 
the  last  year  and  charged  in  contingent  account,  show  that  the 
expenditures  have  equalled  the  full  credit  for  the  year. 

The  repairs  on  the  High  School  House  have  been  charged 
in  with  other  bills,  which  the  Selectmen  cannot  ascertain,  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  Committee,  whether  the  repairs  have 
exceeded  the  appropriation,  or  otherwise. 

The  School  Committee  will,  it  is  expected,  in  their  report, 
separate  the  items  of  expenditure.  The  Committee  recommend 
the  same  appropriation  as  last  year,  viz  :  $15,500. 


POOR. 
Cb. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875   $203  00 

appropriation  :   6,500  00 

reimbursements   1,789  92 

  $8,492  92 

Dk. 

To  payments  in  1876   7,971  70 


Undrawn   $521  22 

The  expenditures  in  this  department,  including  the  orders 
drawn  and  not  paid,  deducting  reimbursements  for  aid  supplied 
to  other  towns  and  cities,  is  $6,346.24,  an  increase  in  the  ex- 
penditures over  last  year  of  $141.79. 

The  calls  for  aid  of  late  have  been  increasing,  and  it  is 
probable,  unless  reviving  business  shall  furnish  additional 
employment  to  labor,  that  the  expenditures  will  continue  to 
increase. 

The  Overseers  hope,  with  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
account,  to  meet  the  expenses  for  the  year  with  an  appropria- 
tion of  $6,500.00,  which  is  recommended. 
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INSANE  POOR. 


Ck. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875   $117  89 

cash  received  from  Judge  Wood   14  80 

reimbursement  for  W.  D.  Sherman. . .        Ill  50 
from  Isaac  Cooper ...         19  50 

appropriation   1,250  00 

 $1,513  69 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   1,463  11 


Undrawn   $50  58 


Six  new  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  during 
the  year,  and  one  has  been  discharged,  and  one  died. 

The  present  number  at  the  hospital  is  eleven,  and  outside 
aid  is  allowed  in  one  instance.  A  portion  of  the  expense  is 
reimbursed  to  the  Town  ;  but  the  expenditures  the  present 
year,  unless  the  number  is  reduced,  will  require  an  appropria- 
tion of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  the  Overseers  recommend. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $3,500  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875 ....   $1,246  41 

payments  in  1876   2,016  02 

  3,262  43 


Undrawn   $237  57 
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The  expenditures  in  this  department  have  been  less  than 
for  several  years.  The  Engineers  report  the  department  in 
good  condition,  with  no  large  outlay  required.  An  appropria- 
tion of  $2,200.00  will  be  needed  to  meet  the  current  expenses, 
and  is  recommended. 


ABATEMENTS. 
Cr. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31,  1875   $656  95 

overlay   1,019  99 

  $1,676  94 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   650  10 

Undrawn   $1,026  84 


VINE  HILL  CEMETERY. 


Cr. 

By  balance  account  Dec.  31,  1875   $40  54 

Amount  received  from  sale  lots   498  85 

Appropriation     200  00 

$739  39 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended  in  1876   689  86 

Undrawn   $49  53 


A  large  sum  has  been  expended  the  past  year  in  grading 
new  avenues,  and  in  the  completion  of  avenues  partially  worked, 
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and  has  been  principally  provided  for  by  revenue  from  the  sale 
of  lots. 

No  outlay  is  contemplated  the  present  year,  except  so  far 
as  to  keep  the  grounds  in  good  condition,  which  will  be  provided 
for  from  sale  of  lots. 

No  appropriation  is  recommended. 


BURIAL  HILL. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $250  00 

Dr. 

To  balance  Dec.  31,  1875   $8  67 

Expended  in  1876   197  69 


206  36 


Undrawn   $43  64 

An  appropriation  of  $125.00  is  recommended. 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance  ,   $454  59 

Appropriation   450  00 


$904  59 

Dr. 

To  paid  Lemuel  Bradford,  collector   450  00 


Undrawn   $454  59 
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ASSESSORS. 
Or. 

By  undrawn  balance  Dec.  31,  1875.   $421  91 

Appropriation   700  00 

$1,121  91 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   831  20 

Undrawn   $290  71 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Dr. 

The  expenditures  in  1876  >..,..    $1,361  08 

Or. 

By  balance  Dec.  31,  1875   $20  17 

Appropriation   1,225  00 

 1,245  17 

Overdrawn   $115  91 


LIGHTING  S THE JETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,350  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $235  44 

Payments  in  1876   1,107  71 

  1,343  15 

Undrawn   $6  85 
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HERRING  MONEY. 
Cr. 

By  dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   $266  66 


Dr. 

To  balance  Dec.  31, 1875    $6  21 

Payments  in  1876   230  80 

  237  01 

Undrawn   $29  65 


FRESH  BROOK. 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1875     $66  72 

Dec.  25,  by  cash  from  sale  brook    8  00 

Undrawn   $74  72 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1875   $462  83 

By  interest  received,  1876   23  40 

Undrawn   $486  23 


DUXBURY   <Sr,     CO H ASSET    RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   1,500  00 
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SEXTON. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   125  00 

■  

TREASURER. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation     $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876    500  00 

 . 

WIDOWS. 
Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance   $23  01 

Dividend  Old  Colony  National  Bank   133  33 

$156  34 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1876   156  00 


$0  34 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 
The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  reported  in  good  con- 
dition. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  appropriations  for  the  current  year  are  re- 


commended : 

Poor   $6,500  00 

Town  debt   6,000  00 

Koads  and  bridges  . .  4,200  00 

Insane  poor   2,000  00 

Schools   15,500  00 

Fire  department   2,200  00 

Contingent  .  ...   3,000  00 

Watch  and  police   1,400  00 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,200  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Eailroad  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

Burial  hill  ,   125  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Assessors    400  00 

Treasurer   '  500  00 

Collector  of  taxes   445  41 

New  roads   600  00 

Deficiencies. 

Widening  Main  street   400  00 

Water  works   600  00 


$46,695  41 

The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated 

is  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax   $3,503  00 

National  Bank  tax   2,530  00 

Miscellaneous   500  00 

  6,500  00 

$40,195  41 
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Leaving  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
and  j4i  dollars,  which  it  is  recommended  to  be  raised  by  taxation 
for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being  less  in  the  sum  of 
$6,704.59  than  was  appropriated  the  last  year,  and  less  in  the 
sum  of  $5,204.59,  taking  into  account  the  reduction  in  corpora- 
tion and  bank  taxes. 


WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, "] 
HENRY  WHITING, 


Selectmen 


DAVID  CLARK, 


LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  | 
C.  B.  STODDARD,  J 


Plymouth,  February  10,  1877. 


REPORTS. 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  Water  Commissioners  respectfully  present  their  report 

for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1877  : 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1875,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  that  very  little  outlay  for  extension  of  water 
pipe  would  be  required  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  the  over- 
draft of  the  Water  Works'  account,  Jan.  1,  1876,  amounting  to 
$2,252.48,  was  provided  for  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March, 
1876,  by  an  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars,  leaving  the 
balance  to  be  met  by  the  receipts  from  water  rents  during  the 
year. 

The  deficiency,  Jan.  1,  1877,  after  crediting  the  Works  with 
the  amount  of  $700.00,  uncollected  water  rents,  reported  by  the 
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Collector  as  good,  appears  to  be  $534.70,  and  but  for  the  outlay 
for  extensions  of  water  pipe,  amounting  to  $1,215.43,  the  ac- 
count would  have  shown  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Works. 

It  cannot  be  expected,  in  a  population  as  extended  as 
Plymouth,  that  any  year  will  close  without  an  application  from 
some  portion  not  favored  with  a  supply  of  pure  water,  and  the 
expediency  of  the  outlay  being  brought  before  the  Commis- 
sioners. It  has  been  the  general  policy  of  the  Board,  since  its 
organization,  to  require  a  guarantee  that  the  income  from  ex- 
tensions shall  amount  to  six  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  laying  pipe 
of  suitable  size  for  the  supply  for  domestic  uses  ;  and  whenever 
extensions  have  been  made  without  the  assurance  of  an  income 
equal  to  such  percentage,  the  approval  of  the  Town  has  usually 
been  first  obtained.  If  expenditures  in  new  localities  could  be 
anticipated  before  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  vote  of  the 
Town  could  be  taken,  and,  if  approved,  appropriations  could  be 
made,  and  a  yearly  overdraft  be  avoided.  As  the  yearly  outlay 
cannot  always  be  estimated,  the  proposition  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Commissioners,  in  their  reports  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  1, 
1875,  is  a  reasonable  one. 

It  was  then  recommended  that  only  the  interest  on  scrip 
and  expenses  of  general  management  and  repairs  should  be 
charged  to  the  Water  Works,  and  that  all  extensions  should  be 
provided  for  by  direct  appropriation,  thus  allowing  the  surplus 
income  from  water  rents  to  be  appropriated  to  a  sinking  fund 
and  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  bonds  as  they  become  due. 
This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  Commissioners, 
with  the  additional  recommendation  that  the  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  borrow  money  in  advance  of  appropriation  when 
they  agree  with  the  Commissioners  that  an  extension  should  bf 
made  not  previously  provided  for. 

During  the  year  the  greatest  outlay,  aside  from  ordinary 
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expenses,  lias  been  for  the  extension  on  South  street,  the  resi- 
dents in  that  locality  moving  unitedly  in  their  application,  thus 
insuring  an  income  largely  in  excess  of  the  required  percentage. 
Previous  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Herschell,  the  Civil  Engineer 
employed  by  the  Commissioners  in  1875,  application  from  this 
section  had  been  declined,  the  reason  assigned  being  the  impos- 
sibility of  furnishing  a  supply  at  so  great  an  elevation  with  the 
present  head  of  water.  By  taking  levels  from  the  highest  point 
on  South  street  given  in  his  report,  it  was  found  that,  by 
trenching  to  a  depth  of  nine  feet  from  the  highest  part  of  the 
street,  there  would  be  a  head  of  water  of  six  feet  when  the 
reservoir  was  at  the  lowest  point  reached  during  the  year,  a 
pressure  which  gives  a  supply  equal  to  that  on  Mayflower 
street.    The  cost  of  this  work  is  $685.71. 

Six-inch  pipe  was  laid  in  Oak  street  in  anticipation  of  a 
main  of  this  size  being  required  at  no  distant  day,  to  extend 
from  the  ten-inch  main  on  Summer  street,  through  Oak  and 
Samoset  streets,  connecting  with  the  eight- inch  main  on  Court 
street.  This  pipe,  when  laid,  will  afford  an  increased  supply  of 
water  to  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  whenever,  from  any 
cause,  water  is  shut  off  from  Russell  street,  and  from  that  part 
of  Court  street  between  Samoset  street  and  Court  square,  the 
inconvenience  that  portion  of  the  town  is  now  liable  to  will  be 
avoided. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  laying,  the  present  year,  a 
part  of  this  pipe,  to  extend  from  Summer  street  and  connect 
with  the  six-inch  already  laid,  the  distance  being  one  thousand 
feet,  as  application  has  been  made  by  parties  building  on  this 
street,  near  the  Summer  street  intersection.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  work,  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  the  same  size  pipe 
laid  during  last  year,  is  $725.00. 

It  is  desirable  to  secure  a  constant  flow  through  the  pipe 
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in  all  cases,  and  avoid  as  much  as  possible  still  water  at  end  of 
pipe,  as.  in  a  winter  of  unusual  severity  no  reasonable  depth  of 
trench  prevents  freezing.  There  are  a  few  cases  where  an 
interval  could  be  filled  at  small  expense,  as  from  Emerald  street 
to  pipe  on  Commercial  street  ;  on  Mayflower,  to  pipe  on  Rob- 
inson street.  This  pipe  should  be  four  inches,  and  extend 
through  Robinson  street  to  the  six-inch  pipe  on  Pleasant 
street,  and,  in  case  of  a  fire  in  this  locality,  would  give  a  supply 
much  needed.  The  total  cost  for  labor  and  materials  for  this 
work  would  be  about  $330.00. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  is  herewith  an- 
nexed, gives  the  cost  for  repairs,  $42.75,  mainly  on  the  service 
pipe,  which  cannot  be  considered  a  great  outlay  on  nearly 
twenty-one  miles  of  pipe. 

The  amount  of  uncollected  water  rents  is  larger  than  is 
desirable,  and  is  mainly  due  to  yielding  to  requests  of  delin- 
quents for  a  little  more  time,  and,  as  is  usual  in  postponements, 
a  more  convenient  time  seldom  appears.  Unless  the  regula- 
tions are  hereafter  strictly  enforced,  the  inconvenience  now 
experienced  by  a  delay  in  payment  will  increase  to  a  great  evil. 
Shutting  off  of  water  for  non-payment  should  not  be  consid- 
ered an  arbitrary  proceeding,  as  an  agreement  with  the  Town 
to  this  effect  is  assented  to  by  every  person  whenever  water  is 
taken  upon  their  premises. 

Less  complaint  has  been  made  by  water  takers  on  high 
ground  of  a  short  supply,  than  the  previous  year,  the  accumula- 
tion of  water  in  the  reservoir  during  the  Spring  not  being 
reduced  to  any  considerable  extent  until  June.  The  greatest 
height  was  on  May  let,  and  on  June  1st  it  had  fallen  but  four 
inches.  From  June  1st  to  July  1st,  the  water  fell  two  feet 
eleven  inches,  the  water  at  the  pond  being  three  feet  seven 
inches  higher,  indicating  a  consumption  during  the  twenty-four 
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hours  of  about  200,000  gallons,  the  calculation  being  based  on 
the  estimated  delivery  of  the  main  pipe,  as  given  by  Mr.  Her- 
schel  in  his  report.  There  was  evidently  a  commendable 
economy  exercised  by  water  takers  during  the  dry  period,  and, 
together  with  the  discretion  of  the  manager  of  the  street 
sprinkler,  much  inconvenience  was  saved  residents  on  high 
ground.  It  is  desirable  that  the  same  consideration  be  shown 
in  the  future,  and  that  parties  drawing  from  the  low  service 
refrain  from  all  uses  not  strictly  legitimate. 


EXPENDED    DURING    THE    YEAR  ENDING 
JANUARY!,  1877. 


Dr. 

For  salary  of  Superintendent,   $500  00 

salary  of  Collector  of  water  rates . .  .  150  00 

cement  ,   194  20 

wrought  iron  shell  for  pipe   390  84 

enamelled  pipe   64  28 

gates   73  95 

covers  and  frames  to  gate  boxes  . . .  50  29 

stop-cocks   34  51 

service  pipe  and  plumbing    163  87 

labor,  trenching,  lining  and  laying 

pipe ....    1,136  90 

railroad  freight  on  materials   73  57 

trucking  and  carriage  hire   169  37 

carpenter's  bill  on  fence  and  faucet 

boxes   31  35 

 • 

Amount  carried  forward   $3,033  13 
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Amount  brought  forward   $3,033  13 

For  lumber  and  cedar  posts   65  ,53 

shop  rent   50  00 

water  bill  blanks  ,   18  30 

tools,  blacksmith  bills  and  duck ....         31  21 

sundry  bills   12  28 

  $3,210  45 

Interest  on  scrip   5,430  00 

Total  expenditures  for  the  year   8,640  45 

Overdraft,  Jan.  1, 1876.    2,252  48 


$10,892  93 

Cr. 

By  amount  collected  for  water  rents,  labor 

and  materials   $8,658  23 

appropriation  ,   1,000  00 

uncollected  water  rents    700  00 

  10,358  23 


Deficiency,  Jan.  1,  1877   $534  70 


Of  the  amount  expended — 

The  extension  on  Centennial  street  was.   $185  09 

Commercial  street   38  70 

Lothrop  place    65  45 

Oak  street   209  37 

South  street   685  71 

Allen  court   31  11 


Total   $1,215  43 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Town,  held  in  April,  1876, 
it  was  voted : — "  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  instructed 
to  make  inquiries  with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the 
present  Water  Works  by  securing  additional  head."  In  con- 
formity to  these  instructions,  and  acting  upon  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  Clemens  Herschel,  Civil  Engineer,  as  given  in  his 
valuable  report  of  Sept.  1, 1875,  on  the  condition  of  the  Plymouth 
Works,  the  Commissioners  have  consulted  and  corresponded 
with  parties  familiar  with  the  system  of  supplying  water  by 
pumping.  All  appear  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  pumping  into  a 
reservoir  has  advantages  above  the  system  of  direct  pressure, 
or  the  use  of  a  stand-pipe,  thus  coinciding  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Mr.  Herschel. 

The  high  land  west  of  the  "  Plymouth  Mills,"  and  also  the 
hill  belonging  to  Mr.  I.  N.  Stoddard,  are  near  the  Town  and 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  main  pipe.  The  highest  of  these 
is  forty-seven  feet  above  the  level  of  the  pond,  as  given  by  the 
survey,  and  forty-nine  feet  above  the  level  of  last  November, 
and  either  would  be  a  suitable  location.  A  large  reservoir 
would  not  be  required,  one  of  450,000  gallons  capacity  would  be 
of  sufficient  size  for  our  Town.    Estimated  cost,  $3,200.00. 

The  expediency  of  raising  the  embankment  of  the  reservoir 
now  in  use  has  been  considered,  and  it  is  found  that  to  in- 
crease the  height  six  feet  and  properly  puddle  and  line  the 
slopes  would  cost  but  little  less  than  a  new  reservoir  of  the  size 
required,  and  the  expenditure  would  not  give  the  desired  head 
of  water,  as  only  fifteen  feet  above  the  usual  water  level  could 
be  obtained.  If  pumping  should  be  decided  upon,  the  present 
reservoir  should  be  filled  to  its  capacity,  and  held  as  storage 
for  use  in  a  possible  emergency  of  other  supply  being  cut  off 
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by  any  unforseen  accident.  Estimated  cost  to  raise  grade, 
$2,700.00. 

Of  the  steam  pumps  manufactured  the  testimonials  are  in 
favor  of  the  Worthington  pump,  as  most  serviceable,  durable 
and  economical  in  running.  Mr.  D.  W.  Johnson,  Jr.,  of  Salem, 
the  agent  has,  in  reply  to  inquiries  of  the  Commissioners, 
given  a  very  intelligent  statement  showing  the  cost  of  pump, 
boiler  and  engine,  set  and  ready  for  operating,  expense  for 
fuel  and  description  of  machinery,  which  wrill  be  useful  to 
those  who  may  hereafter  have  in  charge  any  improvement  of 
the  Works.  The  cost  of  a  steam  pump,  set  and  ready  for 
starting,  capable  of  raising  30,000  gallons  of  water  sixty  feet 
high,  will  not  exceed  $6,000.00,  and,  as  the  average  daily  con- 
sumption of  water  during  the  year  will  not  exceed  200,000 
gallons  for  some  years  to  come,  a  larger  pump  would  not  be  re- 
quired. The  quantity  of  coal  necessary  for  lifting  200,000  gal- 
lons sixty  feet  high,  by  a  Worthington  steam  pump,  is  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds,  which,  at  seven  dollars  per  ton, 
would  amount  to  the  small  sum  of  ninety-two  cents. 

The  cost  of  a  high  pressure  steam  pump  of  the  same  ca- 
pacity will  not  exceed  $3,000.00,  but  will  burn  nearly  three 
times  as  much  coal. 

A  building  26  X  31  and  14  feet  stud  would  be  ample,  and 
if  a  story  be  added  and  finished  it  could  be  occupied  by  the 
engineer,  who  would  then  be  ready  to  start  the  pump  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

The  Commissioners  are  unable  to  present  any  plan  for 
running  a  pump  by  water.  Could  an  arrangement  be  made 
with  any  one  of  the  manufactories  on  the  Town  Brook,  the  cost 
of  fuel  would  be  saved,  but  the  relying  upon  the  hours  of  run- 
ning of  any  factory  would  prove  at  times  a  great  inconvenience, 
and  machinery  could  not  be  kept  in  as  good  condition  as  in  a 
dry  and  warm  room. 
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Estimated  Cost  of  Worthington  Steam  Pump  — 
Set  and  ready  for  operating,  capacity  30,000  gallons 


per  hour,  raised  60  feet  high   $6,000  00 

Chimney   130  00 

Land  for  building   100  00 

Building,  one  story  finished  for  tenement   1,600  00 

$7,830  00 


For  New  Reservoir 
135  Feet  Long,  75  Feet  at  Water  Line. 


Cost  for — 

Land   $200  00 

3208  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,®  20  cts.  641  60 

461  cubic  yards  clay  @  $1.25  per  yard.  . .  575  25 
563  square  yards  puddling  at  bottom,  1^ 

feet  thick   422  25 

720  square  yards  puddling  slopes ....  ....  360  00 

1162  square  yards  gravel  over  clay    174  30 

720  square  yards  paving  on  slopes   288  00 

832  square  yards  sodding  embankment.  .  .  166  40 

450  feet  fencing   112  50 

75  days  superintending   225  00 


3,165  30 
$10,995  30 

600  feet  of  pipe  from  pump  to  reservoir   600  00 


$11,595  30 


The  yearly  expense  of  running  the  steam  pump  is  estimated 
at  $500.00  for  engineer,  and  $325.00  for  fuel. 

C.  O.  CHURCHILL,      )  w 
S.  H.  DOTEN,  y  n    "  ?  '.' 

BENJAMIN  HARVEY,  j  Commissioners. 

Plymouth,  February  15,  1877. 

6 
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SUPERINTENDENT S  REPORT. 

To  the  Water  Commissioners  of  Town  of  Plymouth: 

Gentlemen  :  -  -In  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Water 
Commissioners,  I  respectfully  submit  my  Third  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending,  Dec.  31,  1876  : 

The  whole  length  of  distributing  pipe  laid  during  the  year 
is  3,492  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $727.66,  exclusive  of  pipe  and 
materials. 

Four  hundred  and  five  feet  1-inch  enamelled  iron  pipe  ,re- 
laid  on  I.  &  E.  Morton's  wharf,  at  a  cost  of  $11.94. 

Ooe  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of  1-inch  enamelled  iron  pipe 
laid  on  Allen  Court,  from  South  street,  at  a  cost  of  $9.88. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  feet  3-inch  cement  pipe  laid  on 
Lothrop  place,  from  Lothrop  street,  at  a  cost  of  $40.30. 

Four  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  3-inch  cement  pipe 
laid  on  Centennial  street,  from  Court  street,  at  a  cost  of 
$112.33. 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  feet  of  6-inch  cement  pipe 
laid  on  Oak  street,  from  Davis  street,  at  a  cost  of  $81.20. 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  3-inch 
cement  pipe  laid  on  South  street,  from  the  house  of  Charles 
Clark  up  to  the  land  of  E.  F.  Sherman,  at  a  cost  of  $439.09. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  cement  pipe  laid  on 
Commercial  street,  from  Union  street,  at  a  cost  of  $33.12  ;  of 
this  99  feet  is  2-inch,  and  36  feet  3-inch.  Fifty  feet  of  the 
2-inch  was  old  pipe,  all  that  was  good  of  the  111  feet  taken  up 
on  South  street,  between  the  houses  of  Joseph  Taylor  and 
Charles  Clark. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
46  ;  length  of  pipe,  422  feet.    The  cost  of  pipe,  $76.18 ;  the 
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cost  of  trenching  for  the  same,  $43.65.  Total  cost  of  service 
pipes,  $151.62. 

The  cost  of  repairs  on  the  main,  distributing  and  service 
pipes,  was  $42.75. 

Whole  number  of  leaks  was  21  ;  defective  pipe,  16  ;  fish, 
1 ;  joints,  3  ;  stop,  1. 

Of  the  leaks  that  have  occurred,  in  service  pipe,  13  ;  in 
2 -inch  pipe,  5  ;  in  4-inch  pipe,  3. 

Five  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year  at  a  cost  of 
$31.25,  without  including  the  gates ;  one  3-inch  on  Court  street, 
a*;  junction  of  Centennial  street,  one  6-inch  on  Davis  street,  at 
junction  of  Oak  street,  one  2-inch  on  Jackson  place  at  junction 
of  North  street,  one  4-inch  on  Pleasant  street  near  South  Green 
street,  one  2-inch  on  South  street  at  junction  of  Pleasant 
street. 

Thirty-two  service  and  two  gate  boxes  have  been  taken  out 
and  replaced  by  new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $39.00. 

The  fence  around  reservoir  has  been  repaired  and  cut  down 
to  make  it  of  uniform  height,  at  a  cost  of  $49.52  ;  also,  118  feet 
of  fence  north  of  reservoir,  on  the  line  of  E.  B.  Holmes'  land, 
has  been  put  up  at  a  cost  of  $34.05. 

There  has  been  added  to  water  takers  this  year,  44 
families  ;  11  water  closets,  3  bathing  tubs,  5  stables,  1  barbers' 
and  1  cigar  shop. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year  is 
$1,136.90. 

The  amount  received  for  labor  during  the  year  is  $159.71. 
All  stop-cocks  and  gates  have  had  the  attention  and  care 
of  former  years  paid  them. 
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Main  and  Distribution  Pipes  laid  to  Dec.  31,  1876. 


Twenty  inch   51  feet. 

Cone   5  feet. 

Ten  inch   18,226  feet. 

Eight  inch   4,051  feet. 

Six  inch   4,303  feet. 

Four  inch   29,992  feet. 

Three  inch   3,837  feet. 

Two  inch   26,429  feet. 

Two  inch,  iron  e   1,380  feet. 

One  inch  enamelled  iron                                 ...  520  feet. 

Seven-eighth  inch,  iron   1,037  feet. 

Six-eighth  inch,  lead   185  feet. 


Total   90,016  feet. 


The  number  of  service  pipes  attached  to  to  the  main  and 
distribution  pipe  are  967,  the  street  length  being  19,340  feet, 
making  with  the  main  and  distribution  pipe  a  total  of 
20  S,  miles. 

Stock  on  Hand. 

Twenty-one  feet  of  10-inch  pipe,  lined. 

Twenty  feet  of  8  inch  pipe. 

Twenty-eight  feet  of  6-inch  pipe. 

Ninety-five  feet  of  4-inch  pipe. 

Seventy-seven  ieet  of  3-inch  pipe. 

Forty-two  feet  of  2-inch  pipe,  all  lined. 

Nineteen  feet  of  1-inch  enamelled  iron  pipe. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  of  1-inch  rubber  hose  in  a 

poor  condition. 
Thirty-four  barrels  cement. 
Two  2 -inch  gates. 
One  branch,  3x4  inches. 
One  branch,  2x8  inches. 

Cones  for  lining,  to  match  all  size  pipes  in  use. 
Nineteen  service  and  two  gate  boxes. 
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Nine  picks,  6  shovels,  3  crowbars,  2  hoes,  5  lanterns,  7 
buckets. 

Four  S-inch  rough  T  handle  stops. 

Seven  J-inch  rough  T  handle  stops. 

Two  8-inch  corporation  stops. 

Two  8-inch  corporation  stops. 

Twenty-four  8-inch  corporation  stops,  cut  inside. 

Three  8-inch  corporation  stops,  cut  inside. 

K.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 

Plymouth,  Jan.  1,  1877. 

. —  —  

"Water  Bills  issued  during  the  Year  1876. 

For  1,053  families   $6,984  00 

35  bath  tubs   70  00 

101  closets   303  00 

20  street  hose    60  00 

38  stores  and  shops   154  00 

73  stables.   358  50 

6  steam  engines   108  00 

.  6  markets   42  00 

5  fountains   ...         23  00 

7  hotels  and  saloons   117  00 

1  bank  building   14  00 

2  bakeries   40  00 

1  motor   50  00 

1  gas  light  company   40  00 

1  almshouse.        .   20  00 

1  shoe  factory   100  00 

1  woolen  mill   100  00 

1  county  house   60  00 

1  railroad  station   167  00 

1  rink   9  00 

  $8,819  50 

From  sail  vessels   66  90 

Steamboats  and  dredging    93  00 

Other  uses   11  62 


$8,991  02 


46 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned  submit  their  report : 

The  year  that  has  closed  has  been  more  trying  to  the  poor, 
sharper  and  more  distressing  even,  than  the  one  preceding. 
The  complaint  has  been,  no  work,  and  no  means  of  getting 
food  and  clothing  and  fuel.  The  Overseers  have  been  more 
generally,  and  more  frequently  called  upon  for  alms,  than  ever 
before. 

To  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in  aiding  the  destitute :  not 
to  be  too  liberal  nor  too  sparing,  not  to  be  too  credulous  or  in- 
credulous, to  statements  of  applicants  for  alms,  always  must  be 
the  difficult  and  trying  duty  of  those  entrusted  with  dispensing 
the  charities  of  the  Town. 

The  Poor  at  the  Almshouse  the  past  year,  as  heretofore, 
since  under  the  care  of  its  present  keeper,  have  been  kindly 
and  gently  treated,  and  their  wants  properly  considered  and 
supplied. 

The  Almshouse  we  believe  to  be  in  every  respect 
thoroughly  comfortable  ;  and  the  daily  life  of  its  inmates,  by 
good  management,  made  cheerful  and  contented. 

Tramps  abound !  Six  hundred  and  ninety-eight  have  been 
entertained  with  food  and  lodging  the  past  year,  considerably 
more  than  double  the  number  of  the  year  preceding,  which  was 
three  hundred  and  fourteen. 
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Tramping  seems  to  have  become  an  occupation ;  and  the 
number  who  follow  it  is  rapidly  increasing.  We  must  expect 
calls  from  fifteen  hundred  Tramps  the  current  year.  We 
earnestly  ask  of  the  Town  to  direct  what  shall  be  done  with 
Tramps. 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  the 


past  year   $6,500  00 

Received  from  other  towns  and  all  other  sources  . .     1,789  92 


$8,289  92 

Amount  expended   7,971  70 


Balance  overdrawn   $318  22 


Amount  raised  for  Insane  Poor   $1,250  00 

Amount  received  from  all  other  sources   263  69 


$1,513  69 

Amount  expended   1,463  11 


Balance  overdrawn  ,       $50  58 

Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1876   21 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1877   22 

Number  of  males     14 

Number  of  females   8 

Number  of  inmates  discharged  during  year   2 

Number  of  inmates  died   2 

Number  of  tramps  provided  with  food  and  lodging   698 
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Insane  Poor. 


Number  of  Insane  Poor  Jan.  1,  1876   6 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  Jan.  1,  1877   10 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  admitted   6 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  discharged   1 

Number  of  Insane  Poor  died .     1 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  current  year, 
for  the  Poor  Department,  $6,500  ;  and,  for  the  support  of  the 
Insane  Poor,  $2,000. 

WM.  H.  WHITMAN,      )  Overseers 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  V  of 
JESSE  HARLOW,         j  Poor. 


EEL  RIVER  AND  TOWN  BROOK  FISHERIES 


The  lease  having  expired,  granted  to  B.  H.  Holmes  and 
Wm.  S.  Hadaway  for  the  propagation  of  alewives  in  Eel  River 
and  Town  Brook,  the  fisheries  now  revert  to  the  Town.  The 
plan  proposed  was  to  carry  the  fish  to  the  ponds,  so  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  water  power  of  the  factories  occupying  the 
stream.  As  the  fishery  had  been  destroyed  at  Town  Brook, 
they  had  to  be  procured  elsewhere.  The  first  plan  was  to 
bring  them  from  Fresh  Brook  in  a  boat  to  the  nearest  point  to 
Billington  Sea,  and  then  cart  them  to  the  pond.  Owing  to  the 
rough  weather,  this  was  not  very  successful.    We  next  placed 
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about  1,000  in  Thread  Mill  Pond,  at  a  cost  of  $60.00  for 
carting.  The  next  season  1,000  were  placed  in  the  above  named 
pond,  at  a  cost  of  $50.00  for  carting.  The  next  season,  think- 
ing there  would  be  some  returns  from  the  fish  placed  in  the 
ponds,  a  weir  was  placed  in  Town  Brook  for  catching  them  ;  a 
considerable  number  of  three-year-old  fish  made  their  appear^ 
ance  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  but  were  small  in  size.  The 
next  year  a  marked  increase  was  noticed  of  mature  fish,  show- 
ing that  it  requires  four  years  before  they  will  try  to  push  up 
the  stream  where  they  were  bred.  A  serious  trouble  then  com- 
menced in  trying  to  take  the  fish.  Being  limited  in  space,  with 
a  swift  current  at  low  tide,  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  weir 
work  satisfactorily.  As  Town  Brook  is  a  convenient  receptacle 
for  refuse  material  from  spring  house-cleaning  and  gardening, 
and  also  from  many  factories  and  sewers,  it  will  readily  be  seen 
that  a  weir  that  will  prevent  the  fish  from  ascending  will  also 
catch  all  the  rubbish  descending.  This  has  been  a  serious 
trouble  to  contend  with.  In  1873,  a  fish-way  was  constructed 
over  the  lower  dam,  from  plans  furnished  by  the  Fish  Commis- 
sioners, with  a  fall  of  one  foot  in  ten ;  a  few  thousand  fish 
passed  through  this,  but  only  a  tithe  of  what  attempted  it, 
being  too  steep.  A  fish-way  to  go  over  the  top  of  this  dam  has 
several  objections.  To  make  an  easy  ascent  requires  at  least 
ninty  feet  in  length ;  and  as  the  fish  naturally  follow  the 
strongest  current,  they  will  pass  the  mouth  of  the  fish-way  and 
cluster  round  the  dam.  Anything  placed  to  turn  them  will 
immediately  clog  with  the  refuse  floating  down  the  stream.  A 
fish-way  with  the  mouth  at  the  foot  of  the  dam  and  running 
through  it,  forming  a  part  of  the  dam,  will  avoid  these  objec- 
tions, but  must  be  built  in  a  thorough  and  workmanlike  manner. 

If  the  Town  wishes  the  continuance  of  this  fishery,  either 
by  fish-ways  or  carrying  the  fish  to  the  ponds,  it  will  require  a 
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convenient  place  to  take  the  fish.  This  has  been  the  great 
stumbling  block, —  to  find  such  a  place  in  which  to  take  and 
handle  the  fish.  The  yield  has  been  large  in  proportion  to  the 
seed  planted ;  but,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  taking  them,  it  has 
not  been  remunerative.  It  is  only  a  question  of  numbers  to 
increase  the  fishery  to  a  certain  limit,  2,000  being  the  largest 
number  placed  in  Billington  Sea  in  one  season.  With  a  con- 
venient place  for  handling  them,  it  will  not  be  very  expensive 
carrying  the  live  fish  to  the  upper  mill.  The  tank  used  in  car- 
rying contained  nine  cubic  feet  of  water,  and  saved  about  175 
at  a  load,  doing  best  cool  days.  A  larger  tank  would  save  a 
correspondingly  larger  number.  A  one-horse  team  could  place 
from  1,500  to  2,000  in  one  day  in  the  upper  waters.  Whichever 
way  the  Town  chooses  for  stocking  the  ponds,  there  will  be  an 
ample  return  of  fish  for  that  purpose  ;  and,  with  the  ten  years' 
experience  of  the  Fish  Commissioners,  all  necessary  informa- 
tion can  be  obtained.  The  fishery  at  Eel  Kiver  has  been  more 
satisfactory  in  its  results.  The  great  drawback  to  this  stream 
has  been  the  great  destruction  of  the  small  fish  by  the  water- 
wheels.  The  dams  being  high,  require  but  small  wheels  to  dis- 
charge the  water,  and  the  smaller  the  wheel,  the  more  destruc- 
tive to  the  young  fish.  If  fish  ways  could  be  placed  over  these 
dams,  leading  them  to  Great  South  and  Boot  Ponds,  and  allow- 
ing the  fish  four  years  of  unobstructed  run,  a  very  valuable 
fishery  might  be  established  on  this  stream.  If  further  legisla- 
tion should  be  needed  to  accomplish  these  results,  it  can  be 
properly  furnished  by  applying  to  the  Fish  Commissioners. 


WILLIAM  S.  HAD  AW  AY. 


51 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  Depart- 
ment I  respectfully  submit  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Plymouth  : 

Expenses  of  the  Department. 

Appropriation  of  1876   $3,500  00 

Paid  overdrawn  balance  of  1876   1,246  41 

Bunning  expenses  of  1876   2,016  02 

Balance  not  drawn   237  57 

I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $2,200  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Apparatus. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of  two  steam 
engines  and  two  hand  engines,  each  with  hose  carriages ;  one 
hook  and  ladder  carriage,  four  independent  hose  carriages,  all 
in  good  condition ;  also  two  hand  engines,  with  hose  carriages, 
not  in  working  order ;  also  two  force  pumps,  one  at  S.  Loring's 
mill,  the  other  at  F.  B.  Cobb's  mill. 

Hose. 

There  is  in  use  3,200  feet  of  hose,  most  of  it  in  the  best  of 
condition. 


H  public  UBim 
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Beseryoirs  and  Hydrants 

are  all  in  good  condition.  The  reservoir  in  Shirley  square  has 
been  repaired,  and  a  three-inch  supply  pipe  has  been  put  into 
it,  which  is  thought  to  be  large  enough  to  meet  an}'  en eig€n<  y 
One  new  hydrant  has  been  set  on  Court  street.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  will  say  that  a  hydrant  is  needed  on  Fremont  street, 
and  will  be  set  when  the  Town  lays  a  pipe  large  enough  for  a 
supply  of  water,  —  the  pipe  there  now  being  a  two-inch  pipe. 

Houses. 

The  houses  of  the  Department  are  all  in  good  condition 
with  the  exception  of  the  houses  of  the  steam  engines,  the  con- 
dition of  which  are  not  suitable  for  the  convenience  of  the  men, 
or  for  the  keeping  in  good  condition  of  such  costly  machines. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  last  fall,  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
devise  some  plan  for  a  different  house  for  those  machines.  That 
committee  will  report  at  the  March  meeting;  and  judging  by 
the  feeling  manifested  at  the  meeting  last  fall,  that  there  was  a 
need  of  something  better,  I  earnestly  hope  that  whatever  plan 
is  agreed  upon  as  to  the  furtherence  of  the  object  will  be  acted 
upon  without  delay. 

Manual  Force. 

The  manual  force  of  the  Department  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  with  a  Board  of  Engineers  of  five 
men,  consisting  of  a  chief  and  four  assistants. 

Fires. 

There  has  been  five  alarms  of  fire  the  past  year,  estimated 
loss,  $425.00,  which  was  covered  by  insurance.  There  were  two 
fires  at  Chiltonville,  with  a  loss  of  $1,200,  mostly  covered  by 
insurance,  to  which  the  Department  was  not  called. 
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Remarks. 

Last,  but  not  least,  are  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Department  for  the  great  promptness,  efficiency,  and  good  con- 
duct, so  prominent  through  the  year  ;  also  to  my  assistants, 
who  have  so  promptly  and  cordially  sustained  me,  would  I 
tender  thanks. 

Eespectfully  yours, 

SAMUEL  BRADFORD, 

Chief  of  Fire  Department. 


AGAWAM  AND  HALF-WAY  POND  FISHERY. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth : 

The  Committee  on  the  Agawam  and  Half-Way  Pond 
Fishery  would  respectfully  submit  their  Annual  Report  for 
1876: 

The  whole  income  from  the  rivers  for  1876  was  five 
hundred  and  twenty-six  ($526)  dollars,  one  half 
of  which  belongs  to  the  Town  of  Plymouth ....      $263  00 

Expenses  for  the  year   39  40 

Leaving  a  balance  of    $223  60 

This  amount  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 

As  a  special  law  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1876  in 
relation  to  securities  to  be  given  by  purchasers  of  the  privileges 
of  taking  alewives  and  shad  upon  the  above  rivers,  we  which  to 
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state  there  is  but  one  bill  remaining  unpaid,  that  of  eight 

dollars  against  Thomas  Peirce,  Esq.,  for  1874,  which  has  also 

been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Town.  Treasurer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  H.  HOLMES,  )  Committee 
R.  W.  BAGNELL,  V  on  the  part 
P.  C.  CHANDLER,  j  of  Plymouth. 


Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen: — The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund  at  this  time 
is  respectfully  submitted  : 

TRUSTEES  OF  DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  RAIL- 
ROAD SINKING  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  Trust  Fund   $4,026  54 

balance  of  income  account    239  78 

$4,266  32 

Ob. 

By  ten  shares  Old  Colony  Bank  Stock   $1,250  98 

five  shares  Webster  Bank  Stock   '.  .  550  00 

Chicago  Seven  Per  Cent.  School  Bond    1,067  50 

deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   884  87 

cash   512  97 

$4,266  32 


JOHN  J.  RUSSELL, ) 

ISAAC  BREWSTER,  V  Trustees. 

GEORGE  G.  DYER,  j 

Plymouth,  Feb.  27,  1877. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — "William  H.  Nelson,  Lemuel  Bradford,  David 
Clark,  Henry  Whiting,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Town  Clerk — Leander  Lovell. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davee. 

Collector  of  Tuxes — Lemuel  Bradford. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon  Perkins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Lemuel  Bradford,  William  H.  Whit- 
man, Jesse  Harlow. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners — Chas.  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H.  Doten, 
Benjamin  Harvey. 

School  Committee — William  H.  Whitman,  Chas.  B.  Stoddard, 
Lemuel  Bradford,  2d,  Benjamin  A.  Hathaway,  George  A. 
Tewksbury,  Fred.  N.  Knapp. 

Superintendent  of  Schools—  Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — B.  H.  Holmes,  P.  C.  Chandler, 
Kichard  W.  Bagnell. 

Constables — John  Perkins,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Harvey  W".  Wes- 
ton, John  Atwood,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth. 

Burial  Hill  Committee — Selectmen. 


Trustees  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund— John 
J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — George  H.  Jackson, 
Nathaniel  Brown,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 

Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather — John  Churchill. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — C.  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highiuays — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers — J.  F.  Towns,  Nathan  B. 
Perry,  Ezra  Finney,  Lewis  S.  Wads  worth,  Stephen  Doten, 
Lewis  W.  Thrasher,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  William  Manter,  Charles 
Raymond,  John  Courtney,  William  Brown,  Joseph  Savery, 
Barnabas  Hedge. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish — Barnabas  Hedge,  Augustus  Rob- 
bins,  John  T.  Hall,  John  Wade,  George  H.  Hall,  Ellis  W. 
Lanman. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods — F.  B.  Cobb,  Henry  Whiting, 
Alanson  Thomas,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Thomas  Peirce,  Horatio  Wright,  Isaac  N.  Barrows,  Otis  W. 
Burgess,  Truman  Sampson,  Barnabas  Hedge,  L.  T.  Bobbins, 
Ezra  Finney,  Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  Ephraim  Dunham, 
David  Clark,  George  W.  Cobb,  Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel 
Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford. 

Pound  Keepers — At  the  Almshouse,  Oliver  T.  Wood  ;  at  Chil- 
tonville,  John  Courtney  ;  at  Manomet  Ponds,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett, . 
Sidney  Blackmer. 
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V 


VALUATION. 


Personal  property  $1,458,978  57 

Eeal  estate   2,637,100  00 


$4,096,078  57 

Valuation  of  Bank  Stock  taxed  by  the  State   510,852  74 

Valuation  of  Corporation  Stock   313,980  00 


Total  valuation  $4,920,911  31 


Number  of  polls,  1,667. 

Gain  over  last  year,  3. 

Gain  in  real  estate,  $24,850.00. 

Gain  in  personal  property,  $98,209.57. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Bate  of  taxation,  1  28-100. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,073. 

Increase  since  last  year,  23. 

Number  of  horses,  428. 

Number  of  cows,  391. 

Acres  of  land  taxed,  49,637. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1876. 

Jan'y  6.    George  W.  Brown  and  Hannah  M.  Shaw,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan'y  12.    William  S.  Holmes  and  Matilda  Jewett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan'y  31.    Andrew  Gloyd  of  Holbrook  and  Ellen  M.  Bagnell  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb'y  2.    Balshasard  Mausse  and  Minnie  Hurley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb'y  2.  -  Eugene  F.  Davis  and  Betsey  M.  Bobbins,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb'y  6.    James    S.    Kelley  and    Mary  Kingsley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb'y  8.    Thomas  B.  Whiting  of  Hanover,  and  Marcia  A. 
Griffin  of  Plymouth. 

March  9.    John  P.  Briggs   and  Nettie  Briggs,    both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

April    6.    William  Goddard  and  Susan  H.  Bryant,  both  of 
Plomouth. 
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April  27.    William  G.  Felton  and  Melinda  McKensie,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May   13.    Albert  0.  Beckman  and  Lizzie  P.  Burt,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May   19.    James  L.  Haskell  of  Sandwich,  and  Aurelia  E. 
Nightingale  of  Plymouth. 

May     2.    James  B.  Kansom  of  Mattapoisett,  and  Desire  T. 
Adams  of  Plymouth. 

May   25.    Howard  M.  Taylor  of  Barnstable,  and  Flora  D. 
Swift  of  Plymouth. 

June  15.    Enos  True  of  North  Yarmouth,  Maine,  and  Abbie  C. 
Holyoke  of  Yarmouth,  Maine. 

June  15.    Francis  M.  Bobbins  of  Boston,  and  Georgiana  R. 
Bartlett  of  Plymouth. 

June  21.    Joseph  E.  Raymond  and  Emma  R.  Bird,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  22.    Barnabas  Dunham  and  Betsey  Bradford,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July     2.    Joseph  H.  Shurtleff  of  Middleboro',  and  Imogene 
M.  Doten  of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  12.    Charles  F.  Haire  and  Annie  S.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  25.    Job  C.  Standish  and  Lelia  I.  Finney,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.    2.    Michael  Condon  of   South  Abington,  and  Mary 
O'Brien  of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    9.    William  O'Brien  and  Maggie  A.  Sullivan,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Sept.  17.    Charles  Rogers    and   Henrietta   Finney,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  30.    Benjamin  B.  Manter  and  Ruth  A.  Burgess,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    12.    Benjamin  R.  Shaw  and  Nellie  M.  Smith,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    15.    Josiah  D.  Churchill  and  Martha  E.  Tillson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    18.    Barnabas  Hedge,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Helena  A. 
Blanchard  of  Plympton. 

Oct.    22.    George  A.  Finney  and  Helen  Finney,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.    26.    Seth  W.  Paty  of  Plymouth,  and  Nannie  B.  Whiting 
of  Brookline. 

Oct.    26.    Edward  M.  Leach  and  Sarah  E.  Weston,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    4.    Lorenzo  C.  Wright  and  Carrie  M.  Dunbar,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    5.    James  Curran  and  Mary  Frawley,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  16.    William  H.  Clark  and  Lucy  J.  Collingwood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  28.    Theodore  M.  Hirsch  and  Cordelia  B.  Parker,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.    Josiah  N.  Welch  of  Sandwich,  and  Annie  B.  Swift 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.    William  H.  Carnes  and  Lucy  A.  Lamberton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  30.    Frank   Goddard   and    Fannie  B.  Keith,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Nov.  30.    Herbert  L.  Pratt  and  Abbie  A.  Hayden,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.    4.    Henry  H.  Cole  of  Taunton,  and  Abbie  F.  Atwood  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  20.    Thomas  E.  Swift  and  Annie  M.  Raymond,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  22.    George  W.  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Jennie  Pearson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  22.    George  P.  Johnson  of  Plymouth,  and  Lucy  A.  Willis 
of  Braintree. 

Dec.  24.    Arthur  W.  Poole  of  Rockland,  and  Ruth  G.  Shaw  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  27.    Nathan  J.  Crane  of  Braintree,  and  Martha  A.  Paty 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  30.    Edward  Fahey  of  Weymouth,  and  Cairie  Cushing 
of  Plymouth. 

i 

Dec.  31.    Benjamin  F.  Ripley  and  Hattie  A.  Nightengale,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Nunmber  of  Marriages  registered — 47. 
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SUMMARY. 


MARRIAGES. 

Whole  number  of  Marriages  registered  in  1876   47 

BIRTHS. 

Whole  number  of  Births  registered  in  1876  167 

Males  90 

Females  77 

  167 

DEATHS. 

Whole  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  1876   188 

Males   88 

Females   .    100 

 188 

Under  5  years      62 

From   5  to  10  years   24 

"     10  to  20    "   9 

"     20  to  30    "  13 

"     30  to  40    "   9 

"    40  to  50    "   5 

"    50  to  60    "    11 

"    60  to  70   "    16 

"     70  to  80    "    28 

"    80  to  90    "    10 

Over  90  years   1 

—Mrs.  Temperance  Atwood,    188 


69 


TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT. 


Copy  of  articles  in  Warrant  for  Town  Meeting,  to 
be  held  in  Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  19,  1877  : 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator. 

2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  officers. 

3.  To  choose  a  Water  Commissioner. 

4.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in 
Agawam  and  Half-way  pond  Rivers,  and  take  such  other  action 
relative  to  the  same  as  may  be  necessary. 

5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  Committees  and 
officers  of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  taxes,  and  for  disbursement  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relating  to  State  Aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Town 
after  January  1,  1873. 

7.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  Jurors  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen. 
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8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector  of  Taxes 
to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  Town  Treas- 
urer when  appointed  a  Collector  may  use. 

9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  raise 
such  sums  of  money  therefor  as  the  Town  shall  dp.em  expedient. 

10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of  Allerton 
street  and  Monument  Avenue,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen. 

11.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Town,  to  make  suggestions,  plans  and  estimates  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  Fire  Department  and  other  Town 
offices  and  purposes,  and  act  thereon,  and  to  provide  any 
means  required  by  such  action. 

12.  To  see  what  farther  allowance,  if  any,  the  Town  will 
make  to  Eveline  B.  Field,  for  damage  to  her  land  and  estate  in 
the  laying  out  of  Oak  street. 

13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  take  any  measures  to  have  the 
fish  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  enforced. 

14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  a  Committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  inland  fisheries  of  the  Town,  including  the  Her- 
ring fishery  of  Eel  Eiver  and  Town  Brook. 

15.  To  see  what  appropriation,  if  any,  the  Town  will  make 
in  aid  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Town. 

16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 


THE   ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

OF  THE 
FOR  THE 

SchooL  Year  1876-7. 


PLYMOUTH  : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Steam  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1877. 


School  Report. 


Your  School  Committee  refer  the  Town  to  the 
Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  which  they 
have  adopted,  and  which  is  printed  herewith  for  infor- 
mation in  detail,  relating  to  the  schools. 

The  public  schools  are  graded,  classified  and  system- 
atized in  the  manner  adopted  and  followed  now  for 
many  years,  and  no  material  change  has  been  made 
therein  during  the  past  year. 

The  success  of  the  schools  has  been  perhaps  more 
marked  the  past  year  than  any  previons  one. 

This  is  mainly  due  to  increased  interest,  and  effort 
in  their  work,  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  it  is 
to  this  faithfulness,  and  application  upon  their  part,  that 
we  must  look  in  the  future  for  improvement,  and  a 
higher  standard  of  learning  in  our  schools. 

The  interest  of  scholars  and  parents  in  the  schools, 

shown  by  the  scholars  in  ambition  and  efforts  to  pass 

creditable  examinations,  and  by  parents  in  their  encour- 
10 
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agement'  to  children,  and  presence  at  examinations  and 
exhibitions,  is  perhaps  more  manifest  now  than  ever 
before. 

This  exhibition  of  interest  of  parents,  and  friends 
of  the  scholars,  is  stimulating  and  encouraging  to  all 
connected  with  the  public  schools. 

The  Town  is  liberal  in  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
schools.  The  children  devote  a  large  part  of  their  time 
to  attending  school,  and  teachers  have  a  fair  opportunity 
to  exercise  all  their  intelligence,  tact  and  skill  in  'teach- 
ing, and  should  show  great  results. 

We  earnestly  ask  of  teachers  to  cnltivate  themselves, 
and  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  their  profession.  To 
ascertain  and  adopt  the  best  methods  of  instruction  in 
the  branches  of  learning  they  teach.  If  any  new  method 
of  teaching  a  branch  is  presented,  to  consider  it  candidly 
and  carefully,  and  if  valuable,  adopt  it.  To  avoid 
routine,  and  to  make  recitations  fresh  and  interesting  to 
children  in  every  way  possible,  and  to  be  careful  to  reach 
the  understandings  of  their  scholars. 

We  may  congratulate  parents  that  their  children  can 
be  so  well  fitted  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  life,  in 
our  public  schools,  and  that  they  are  not  forced  to  leave 
the  protecting  and  inestimable  influences  of  home,  to 
be  educated. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  herewith  rendered, 
that  of  the  amount  available  for  school  purposes,  there 
remains  a  balance  of  credit  to  the  past  year,  of  $262.72. 
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In  the  repair  of  the  High  School  building,  for  which 
there  was  a  special  appropriation,  it  will  be  observed 
the  expenditure  exceeded  the  appropriation  ;  —  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  discovery  that  the  belfry  of  the 
building  had  so  decayed  as  to  be  unsafe.  A  new 
belfry  was  built,  for  which  no  appropriation  had  been 
made.  The  building  is  now  in  good  repair,  and  very 
much  improved  in  convenience  and  in  appearance. 

In  the  Superintendent's  Report  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  may  be  obliged  to  provide  two  additional  schools 
the  present  year  ;  one  near  Training  Green,  and  the 
other  at  the  North  ;  and  for  which  we  recommend  that 
money  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  to  be  used 
when  needed. 

The  out-buildings  connected  with  many  of  the  school- 
houses  in  the  village  need  special  repairs,  and  the 
attention  of  the  Town  will  be  called  to  the  matter  at 
the  annual  meeting,  and  an  appropriation  asked  for  such 
repairs.  No  other  special  repairs  are  recommended  to 
be  made  the  current  year. 

We  recommend  that  the  Town  raise  sixteen  thousand 
dollars  for  the  school  department  for  the  current  year. 
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School  Department  for  the  Year  1876. 


Amount  available  for  school  purposes  : 

Appropriation   $15,500  00 

School  fund  from  State   330  58 

Dog  fund  from  County     351  13 

Books  sold   649  61 

Miscellaneous   6  90 

Special  appropriation  for  High  School  building   1,500  00 

$18,338  22 

Expenditures. 

Teachers  and  Superintendent  $13,191  22 

Eepairs  and  supplies     392  49 

Fuel   589  03 

Books  purchased   995  90 

Care  school  buildings    480  83 

Printing  and  advertising   55  37 

Horse  hire   20  50 

Incidentals  ,   96  09 

Special  repairs  on  High  School  building   2,254  07 

$18,075  50 

Balance  to  credit  schools,  1876   262  72 

$18,338  22 

Amount  overdrawn  schools,  1875   $438  87 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  H.  WHITMAN,  ] 

GEO.  A.  TEWKSBURY,  School 

LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  2d,  !  Committee 

CHAS.  B.  STODDARD,  of 

BENJ.  A.  HATHAWAY,  |  Plymouth. 

F.  N.  KNAPP,  J 


REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth: 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  your  regulations,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  report  for  the  school  year  1876-7  : 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  another  year  it  is  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  work 
accomplished  in  the  schools  of  the  Town,  particu- 
larly in  the  central  part,  seems  to  have  improved  in 
quality  and  advanced  in  quantity  over  the  work  of 
former  years.  A  very  good  criterion  of  the  pro- 
gress made  in  the  graded  schools,  at  least,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  examination  for  admission  into  the  High 
School.  Judged  by  this  test,  the  schools  which 
send  their  scholars  to  the  High  School  are  mak- 
ing satisfactory  progress,  for  the  requirements  for  ad- 
mission this  year  were  greater  than  ever  before,  the 
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questions  being  much  more  difficult  and  the  percentage 
required,  higher.  However,  of  the  thirty-three  present- 
ing themselves  for  examination  only  six  failed,  and  the 
failures  were  not  bad  ones.  The  work  of  some  of  the 
scholars  was  quite  unusual.  Two,  for  instance,  succeeded 
in  answering  the  entire  fifty  questions  on  the  history 
of  the  United  States  without  an  error.  The  danger  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  the  number  of  applicants  renders 
this  increase  in  the  requirements  for  admission  necessary. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been,  at  one  time,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars,  every  seat  being  occupied. 
Fortunately,  the  entering  class  this  year  was  not  so 
large  as  usual  ;  had  it  been  otherwise  there  would  not 
have  been  room  for  their  accommodation. 

We  have  not  escaped  the  usual  changes  in  the  teach- 
ers of  the  High  School  the  past  year.  Two  have  re- 
signed, Miss  Judson  and  Miss  Lamb,  and  their  places  are 
very  ably  filled  ty  Miss  Henrietta  W.  Harlow  and  Miss 
Carrie  E.  Small. 

The  arrangement  of  the  schools  at  Indian  Brook 
and  Ellisville  does  not  give  satisfaction  to  either  of  these 
communities  ;  nor  was  it  expected  to  give  entire  satis- 
faction when  the  School  Committee  made  it,  but  it  was 
the  best  they  could  do.  The  Committee,  however,  did 
not  suppose  that  a  school  for  five  months  in  the  year 
was  all  that  each  of  these  outlying  districts  could  fairly 
claim,  but  it  was  thought  desirable  to  make  the  present 
arrangement  a  temporary  one,  until  those  interested  in 
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the  matter  could  agree  upon  some  location  for  a  school- 
house  midway,  or  nearly  so,  between  the  two  school- 
houses  now  in  use.  The  motive  for  desiring  this  change 
of  one  school  for  each  of  the  two  communities,  to  one 
school  for  both,  was  not  only  to  save  expense,  but  also 
to  improve  the  character  of  the  school  ;  for  the  number 
of  scholars  attending  these  schools  is  too  small  to  call 
out  much  energy  in  a  teacher,  or  to  afford  a  healthy 
stimulus  to  the  scholars  themselves.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  school-house  can  be  so  placed  as  to  be  reasonably 
convenient  to  the  two  parties  interested,  and  recommend 
the  matter  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

The  people  of  the  Gurnet  have  had  their  school 
open  during  the  Summer,  according  to  the  vote  passed 
by  the  Committee.  They  are  not,  however,  disposed 
to  accept  this  as  all  they  are  entitled  to.  They  say  that 
they  are  cut  off  from  any  communication  with  the  rest 
of  the  Town  by  which  they  could  send  their  children 
to  a  school  out  of  their  own  district,  even  by  incurring 
any  extra  expense,  and  that  •  three  months  schooling  in 
the  year  is  entirely  insufficient  to  give  the  education 
which  is  due  to  every  child  of  the  Town.  These  views 
seem  to  me  very  reasonable,  and  I  recommend  that  the 
school  at  the  Gurnet  be  kept  six  months  in  the  year. 

During  the  past  year  there  lias  been  an  unexpected 
increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  attending  the  North 
Primary  school.  Over  seventy  names  are  on  the  reg- 
ister, although,  on  account  of  prevailing  sickness  the 
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past  Winter,  all  have  not  been  in  actual  attendance  at 
one  time.  Of  course,  no  teacher  can  do  justice,  or 
anything  like  justice,  to  so  large  a  number  of  Primary 
scholars.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  attendance  will 
decrease  ;  on  the  contrary,  when  business  revives,  and 
the  manufactory  in  that  district  resumes  full  activity, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  number  seeking  admission 
will  be  greater  than  it  is  now.  It  would  be  premature, 
perhaps,  to  suggest  another  school-house,  but  it  may 
be  necessary  to  make  some  temporary  arrangement  for 
the  coming  year. 

The  two  Primary  schools  at  the  corner  of  Doten's 
Lane  and  South  street  have  been  crowded  with  schol- 
ars for  several  years.  During  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  after  a  class  has  been  sent  to  the  higher  grade, 
no  inconvenience  is  experienced,  but  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  the  number  in  school  is  seldom  below 
sixty.  This  gives  entirely  too  much  work  to  the 
teachers,  and  the  classes  sent  out  must  of  course  suffer 
in  consequence  of  excessive  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher,  at  a  time  when  she  is  most  anxiously  getting 
her  class  ready  for  examination,  previous  to  promotion. 
Some  alleviation  may  be  effected  by  an  arrangement 
just  made,  which  will  send  some  ten  children  from 
Watson's  Hill  and  Sandwich  street,  near  the  bridge, 
to  the  Primary  on  Baptist  Hill.  This,  of  course,  will 
be  only  a  slight  change,  and  it  will  be  found  necessary 
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hereafter,  I  doubt  not,  to  open  a  school  on  South 
Pond  road,  convenient  to  the   community  on  the  hill. 

Of  the  many  branches  taught  in  our  public  schools, 
I  consider  the  result  in  teaching  reading  as  the  least 
satisfactory.  It  is  almost  unaccountable,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  there  are  few  teachers  who  are  good 
readers,  and  a  still  smaller  number  who  know  how  to 
make  good  readers  of  others.  Our  methods  are  faulty 
in  the  beginning.  In  the  Primary  schools  habits  are 
formed  which  are  seldom  wholly  corrected  in  the 
higher  grades.  The  bad  habits  are  chiefly  observed  in 
the  indistinct  enunciation  of  letters,  and  consequently 
the  awkward  pronunciation  of  words  ;  also  in  incorrect- 
ness of  expression  which,  shows  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  sense  of  the  matter  read.  In  their  ready 
recognition  of  words  at  sight,  the  children  of  the  Pri- 
mary schools  show  that  they  have  had  careful  instruc- 
tion, but  this,  alone,  does  not  constitute  a  fair  start  in 
the  art  of  reading.  I  know  of  no  way  to  improve  the 
reading  in  the  Primary  schools  but  to  supply  the 
teachers  with  elementary  and  thorough  elocutionary 
instruction,  given  by  an  accomplished  master  of  the  art. 
After  the  scholars  leave  the  Primary  schools,  they 
fail  to  get  that  power  of  comprehending  what  they 
read,  which  might  reasonably  be  expected,  from  their 
age  and  experience  in  reading.  This  inability  to  under- 
stand readily  any  common  reading,    especially  when 

the  matter  is  new,  may  be  accounted  for  in  part,  at 
11 
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least,  by  the  monotonous  droning  over  the  fragments 
in  common  reading-books,  which  seldom  have  any 
strong  interest  for  young  people,  give  very  little  val- 
uable knowledge,  and  do  not  stimulate  the  minds  of 
scholars  to  the  activity  necessary  to  a  satisfactory 
appreciation  of  that  which  is  before  them.  The  nat- 
ural result  of  such  a  course  of  reading  is  a  meagre 
vocabulary,  little  general  information,  and,  worse  than 
all,  a  careless  habit  which  may  accompany  the  scholar 
through  life. 

For  the  purpose  of  improving  the  character  of 
the  reading  in  our  schools,  I  suggest  that  interesting 
books  of  history,  biography,  natural  history  and  fiction, 
be  supplied  to  all  the  graded  schools,  so  that  teachers 
may  have  it  in  their  power  to  supply  attractive  read- 
ing whenever  they  can  intermit  the  use  of  the  com- 
mon reading-book,  which  they  may  think  affords  the 
best  matter  for  elocutionary  purposes. 

I  recommend  that  a  small  sum  be  appropriated 
for  this  purpose,  so  that  an  addition  may  be  made 
annually  to  this  supply  of  reading  matter. 

I  have  taken  occasion  in  former  reports  to  sug- 
gest the  want  of  apparatus  which  is  very  noticeable 
in  all  the  schools  below  the  High  School.  Teachers 
are  always  too  much  inclined  to  rely  on  the  efficacy 
of  text-books,  and  the  absence  of  all  other  help  renders 
this  dependence  on  the  book  necessary.  With  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  schools,  not   a  map  is  to 
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be  seen  on  the  walls,  and  a  globe  is  not  to  be  seen 
anywhere.  In  the  matter  of  arithmetic,  much  time 
might  be  saved,  and  clearer  ideas  of  the  subject  given, 
if  teachers  had  the  means  of  illustrating  the  arith- 
metical tables,  and  many  of  the  abstract  relations  of 
numbers  with  apparatus,  which  can  be  obtained  at 
an  expense  very  inconsiderable,  when  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  is  taken  into  account.  If  all  the  schools 
were  to  be  furnished  with  globes  at  the  usual  prices, 
the  expense  would,  indeed,  be  quite  formidable  ;  but 
I  am  confident  that  a  method  can  be  devised  by 
which  they  can  be  manufactured  at  a  very  reasonable 
cost.  I  respectfully  urge  this  matter  on  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  and  recommend  that  a  sum  may 
be  fixed  upon  and  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the 
proper  Committee,  to  be  spent  annually  in  the  purchase 
of  apparatus  suitable  for  the  use  of  the  schools  below 
the  High  School. 

The  subject  of  drawing  in  the  schools  continually 
recurs  for  discussion,  and  the  more  the  subject  is 
examined,  the  more  imperative  seems  the  necessity  of 
making  some  provision  for  Primary  instruction  in  the 
art  in  the  public  schools.  The  past  year  has  enlarged 
the  experience  of  the  country  in  all  the  applications 
of  industrial  art  in  the  skilful  ornamentation  of  man- 
ufacturing products,  and  a  stimulus  will  doubtless  be 
given  that  will  enlarge  the  demand  for  artistic  labor 
indefinitely.  All  the  finer  manufactures  of  this  country 
must  be  made  more  beautiful,  in  order  to  compete 


successfully  with  those  of  other  countries,  in  which  so 
much  has  been  done  in  this  department  of  human 
industry.  A  prevailing  ambition  among  the  graduates 
of  our  schools  is  to  enter  the  shops  as  salesmen  and 
book-keepers.  This  ambition  is  not  confined 'to  young 
men.  Young  women  enter  into  competition  for  these 
coveted  positions.  But  the  applicants  are  much  more 
numerous  than  the  situations.  The  business  is  over- 
done, and  some  other  outlet  for  the  activity  of  the 
young  must  be  found.  The  field  of  industrial  art  invites 
this  activity,  and  particularly  the  activity  of  women. 
Give  them  an  opportunity  in  our  schools  to  show  their 
talent,  and  to  those  seeking  employment,  the  very  best 
help  will  be  rendered. 

I  would  not  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  this  matter  at  the  present  time  if  I  thought  the 
execution  of  the  project  would  entail  any  large  and  con- 
tinuous expenditure  on  the  Town.  All  that  is  needed, 
I  think,  is  a  suitable  person  to  introduce  the  matter  into 
the  schools,  and  give  some  preliminary  instruction  to 
the  teachers.  Afterwards  the  instruction  would  become 
a  part  of  the  regular  work  of  the  school,  and  need  no 
outside  assistance.  I  can  recommend  a  competent  lady 
for  this  preliminary  work,  who  would  do  it  at  a  very 
reasonable  salary.  I  submit  the  matter  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  BURTON. 

Plymouth,  March  5,  1877. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOLS. 


Manomet  Grammar 
Manomet  Primary, 
Cedarville, 
Long  Pond, 
South  Pond, 
East  Cliiltonville, 
Russell  Mills, 

ciifi; 


TEACHERS. 

Ruth  F.  Burgess, 
Addie  B  Holmes, 
A.  W.  Bisbee, 
Marion  F.  Collingvvo 
Clara  M.  Had  a  way, 
Susie  F.  Churchill, 
Mary  A.  Morton, 
Judith  C.  Hovvland, 


Ellisville  and  Indian  Brook,  Addie  M.  Finney, 


"  §  *> 

K 

Wages 
of  Teacher 
per  Month. 

Whole 
Number  of 
Scliolars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

40 

$40.00 

35 

30 

40 

26.00 

42 

30 

40 

50.00 

30 

,  40 

26.00 

18 

12 

40 

26.00 

19 

15 

40 

26.00 

31 

22 

40 

26.00 

36 

25 

40 

26  00 

20 

19 

40 

26.00 

15 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

Class  Averages  in  Examination. 


TEACHERS. 

til 

Wages 
of  Teacher 
per  Mouth. 

Whole 
Number  of 
Scholars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Arithmetic. 

■ 

Reading. 

If 
1 

GO 

Miss  P.  Perkins, 

40 

$28.00 

55 

48 

.62 

.S3 

.76 

.62 

Miss  V.  E.  Bovey, 

40 

28.00 

41 

31 

.61 

.92 

.79 

.90 

Miss  E.  M.  Stephens, 

40 

28.00 

77 

47 

.84 

.66 

.79 

.53 

Miss  1).  S.  Lanman, 

40 

28.00 

50 

36 

.75 

.98 

.88 

.86 

Miss  M .  M.  Churchill 

,  40 

28.00 

63 

42 

.76 

.88 

.74 

.64 

Miss  E.  M.  1  >ouglas, 

40 

28.00 

30 

25 

.90 

.90 

.71 

.70 

Miss  B.  J.  Robbiris, 

40 

28.00 

56 

46* 

.50 

.80 

.82 

.70 
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SECOND   GRADE  SCHOOLS. 

Class  Averages  in  Examination. 

.  A,  


TEACHERS. 

Length  of 

School 
in  Weeks. 

of  Teacher 
per  Month. 

Whole 
Number  of 
Scholars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Arithmetic. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Spelling. 

Miss 

P.  M.  Bobbins, 

40 

$32.00 

53 

47 

.80 

.84 

.75 

.85 

Miss 

C.  R.  Bearee, 

40 

32.00 

39 

35 

.73 

.70 

.78 

.70 

Miss 

J.  F.  Sears, 

40 

32.00 

40 

32 

.80 

.70 

.80 

.90 

THIRD   GRADE  SCHOOLS. 

Class  Averages  in  Examination. 
.  *  


TEACHERS. 

Length  of 

School 
iu  Weeks. 

Wages 
of  Teacher 
per  Month. 

Whole 
Number  of 
Scholars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Arithmetic. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Spelling. 

Miss 

C.  I.  Mace, 

40 

$36.00 

34 

28 

.71 

.80 

.75 

.85 

Miss 

E.  Davie, 

40 

36.00 

51 

43 

.71 

.76 

.79 

.88 

Miss 

0.  Robinson, 

40 

38  00 

37 

33 

.40 

.72 

.84 

.61 

Miss 

H.  F.  Ward, 

40 

38.00 

59 

44 

.66 

.68 

.73 

.72 

GRAMMAR 


TEACHER v 


Mr.  A.  H.  Cornish.  40  $100.00  60  46 
Mr.  D.  H.  Gibbs,  40  100.00  41  35 
Mr.  G.  D.  Bates,     40     60.00    37  27 


SCHOOLS. 


Class  Averages  in  Examination. 


.69  .75  .92  .72  .73  .92  .70  .80 
.69  .55  .70  .75  .85  .94  .68  .77 
.46    .78    .72    .92    .76    .80    .80  .80 
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Results  of  Examination  for  Admission  to  the 

High  School. 

Grammar  School.  —  A.  H.  Cornish,  Teacher. 


Katie  O'Brien, 
Marietta  Burbank, 
Jennie  Ellis, 
May  Sherman, 
Lucia  M.  Shumway, 
Amy  Taylor, 
Arthur  Burbank, 
James  Collins, 
John  Damon, 
Nathaniel  C.  Luther, 
Richard  McLean, 
George  Noyes, 
John  Ready, 
Otis  N.  Bobbins, 
Alton  Shaw, 
Lester  E.  Tirrell, 


Nellie  L.  Burbank, 
Nettie  E.  Washburn, 
Sophy  B.  Whiting, 
Peter  T.  Bagnell, 
Wilson  1).  Bent, 
Albert  S.  Burgess, 
John  W.  Carlton, 
William  H.  Lawrence, 


Horace  Hayden, 
Chas.  8.  Badaway, 


Arith. 

Geog. 

Hist. 

Gram. 

Comp. 

Read. 

Spell. 

Pen'ship.  Av. 

.38 

.81 

.78 

.79 

.93 

.80 

.80 

.90 

.77 

.57 

.76 

.52 

.84 

.94 

.50 

.80 

.80 

.72 

QO 

70 

Q'i 

70 

•  oU 

.70 

.75 

.77 

.94 

.80 

.98 

.96 

.70 

.80 

.80 

.84 

.77 

.83 

.68 

.93 

.98 

.90 

.80 

.90 

.85 

.51 

.83 

.76 

.73 

.95 

.80 

.70 

.80 

.76 

.55 

.80 

.93 

.37 

.86 

80 

.50 

.80 

.70 

.66 

.88 

I  .92 

.63 

.90 

.50 

.40 

.SO 

.71 

.81 

.92 

.77 

.90 

.93 

.80 

.60 

.70 

.80 

.73 

.90 

'.86 

.62 

.91 

.80 

.60 

.80 

.78 

.86 

.89 

.84 

.84 

.90 

.80 

.90 

.70 

.84 

.70 

.91 

.87 

.81 

.96 

.70 

.60 

.90 

-.81 

.86 

.84 

100 

.73 

.90 

.80 

.70 

.70 

.81 

.75 

.87 

.68 

.66 

.91 

.70 

.90 

GO 

.yu 

QO 

.92 

.91 

.84 

.47 

.89 

.50 

.50 

.80 

.73 

.52 

.87 

100 

.73 

.88 

.90 

.70 

QO 

Q  1 

•  O  J. 

JHOOL.  — 

D.  H.  Gibbs,  Teacher. 

Arith. 

Geog. 

Hist. 

Gram. 

Comp. 

Read. 

Spell. 

Pen'ship. 

Av. 

.40 

.76 

.76 

.70 

.95 

.80 

.70 

.80 

.73 

.57 

.72 

.66 

.52 

.94 

100 

.50 

.80 

.71 

.72 

.65 

.71 

.66 

.96 

.80 

.60 

.80 

.74 

.66 

.52 

.32 

.72 

.96 

.80 

.90 

.80 

.71 

.69 

.72 

.43 

.77 

.95 

.90 

.70 

.70 

.72 

.94 

.80 

.42 

.72 

.95 

.90 

.60 

.70 

.75 

.92 

.93 

.50 

.86 

.96 

.90 

100 

.90 

.87 

.84 

.73 

.48 

.68 

.91 

.80 

.70 

.70 

.73 

JHOOL.  — 

G.  D 

Bates, 

Teacher. 

Arith. 

Geog. 

Hist. 

Gram. 

Comp- 

Read. 

Spell. 

Pen'ship. 

Av. 

.52 

.58 

.84 

.56 

.92 

.80 

.50 

.90 

.70 

.27 

.78 

.68 

.49 

.87 

.80 

.80 

.87 

.70 

South  Ponds.  —  Miss  Had  away,  Teacher 


Arith.    Gcotf.     Hist.    Gram.    Comp.    Read.     Spell.  Pen'ship.  At. 

Ernest  L.  Sampson,         .59    .82    .82    .61    .99    .SO   100    .70  .79 
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PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL 


BESULTS  OIF  EX AMIN"ATIO!^. 


First  Class. 


English 
Literature. 

Rhetoric.  ! 

Geology.  , 

Geometry. 



Latin. 

French.  | 

Average. 

Addie  L.  Bartlett  

100 

100 

.97 

.91 

.99 

.97 

Ella  W.  Blackmer  

.99 

.99 

.94 

.85 

.98 

.95 

Effie  B.  Blackmer  

.99 

.98 

.88 

.94 

.98 

.95 

Alice  F.  Blanehard  

.99 

.99 

.97  , 

.90 

.96 

.98 

.98 

.93 

.88 

.94 

.99 

.98 

.93 

.93 

.96 

.97 

.65 

.90 

.85 

.96 

.94 

Mattie  F.  Erlanu  

.99 

.99 

.94 

.94 

.99 

.97 

.96 

.85 

.81 

.94 

.89 

.99 

.98 

100 

.95 

.98 

.98 

100 

.96 

.90 

.90 

.99 

.95 

Susie  C.  Thomas  

.93 

.90 

.83 

.85 

.86 

.87 

.99 

.99 

.99 

.86 

.98 

.96 

Clara  H.  Wood  

.93 

.99 

.95 

.92 

.97 

.95 

.95 

.96 

.89 

.84 

.91 

.9(3 

.97 

.92 

.89 

•94 

William  C.  Harlow  

.84 

.68 

.79 

.40 

.68 

Edward  T.  Lanman  

.83 

.80 

.76 

1.53 

.93 

.75 
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Second  Class. 


Rhetoric 

Phys.  Geog. 

•A 
g 

A 

O 

Latin. 

French 

German. 

Book-Keeping. 

Algebra. 

Average. 

.83 

.97 

.87 

.93 

.74 

.87 

Helen  M.  Beal  

.92 

.98 

.93 

.96 

.97 

.95 

.88 

.88 

.84 

.74 

.84 

Helen  C.  Chandler  

.86 

.91 

.87 

.92 

.89 

.80 

.76 

.74 

.75 

.73 

.86 

.77 

.93 

.79 

.97 

83 

.90 

Lena  W.  Ellis  

.87 

.83 

.63 

100 

.98 

.86 

Hannah  B  Harlow  

.93 

.97 

.88 

100 

.96 

.95 

.97 

.98 

!91 

.97 

.95 

.97 

.96 

.94 

.93 

.79 

.88 

.88 

.81 

.85 

.67 

.75 

.77 

.89 

.94 

.82 

.86 

.53 

.81 

.88 

.85 

.69 

.92 

.84 

.97 

.99 

.95 

.92 

.89 

.94 

.87 

.95 

.84 

100 

.94 

.92 

Katie  W.  Sampson  

.83 

.93 

.92 

.96 

.89 

.91 

.89 

!92 

.88 

.92 

.90 

.80 

.86 

.83 

.81 

.63 

.79 

.79 

.84 

.66 

.85 

.57 

.74 

Florence  A.  Whitmore  

.95 

.97 

.95 

.98 

.86 

.94 

Jennie  C  Whitten  . . . 

.97 

.89 

Arthur  T.  Byrnes  

.92 

.92 

.91 

.78 

.88 

.73 

.78 

.68 

.48 

.82 

.86 

.57 

.68 

.07 

.88 

.80 

.69 

.78 

.58 

.73 

.70 

.87 

.78 

.78 

.76 

...1,  ... 

.78 

.60 

.90 

.76 

.65 

.83 

.79 

.68 

.96 

.84 

.24 

.68 

.75 

.91 

.81 

.61 

.77 

.81 

.88 

.78 

.74 

.80 

.80 

.85 

.76 

.31 

.68 

.80 

.93 

.82 

.81 

.82 

.79 

.83 

Samuel  W.  Whitmore  

.61 

.86 

.71 

.68 

.72 

George  R.  VViusor  

.51 

.97 

.95 

.27 

.68 

12 
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Third  Class. 


>> 

>> 

X- 

_  °< 

Is  ° 

osition. 

"5 

a 

1 

-Keeping 



V 

S 



1 

2,2. 

a. 
£ 

c 

4) 

i 

M 

i 

A 

r. 

> 

x£ 

0 

£ 

0 

Nellie  C.  Atwood  

.95 

.81 

— • 
.0  j 

100 

.83 

.90 

Emma  W.  Blackmer  

.94 

.89 

Si7 
.0  / 

100 

.92 

.92 

Nellie  Blackmer  

.73 

.82 

R4. 

.  1)4: 

.51 

.68 

Addie  Chandler  

.98 

.92 

84. 

.87 

.81 

.88 

Grace  D.  Chandler  

.96 

.87 

q,t 
.  uo 

.93 

.96 

.93 

Arethusa  Hay  den  

.94 

.87 

•  1  £1 

.81 

.84 

Anna  L.  Holmes  

.87 

.84 

.OO 

100 

.77 

.87 

Charliana  A.  Jones  

.98 

.97 

.1/0 

.98 

.93 

.96 

.97 

Isie  V.  Miett  

.97 

.87 

.92 

.85 

.90 

Augusta  M.  Morton  

.96 

.95 

.90 

.94 

.84 

.91 

Elizabeth  Paty  

.81 

.81 

.77 

.90 

.86 

.78 

.82 

Lilian  J.  Sampson  

.98 

.88 

.86 

.81 

.88 

.64 

.84 

Jenny  Swift  

.95 

.86 

.94 

.92 

.85 

.91 

Grace  Whitiog  

.86 

.83 

.81 

.75 

.81 

Hattie  Whiting  

.96 

.89 

.95 

100 

.93 

.94 

Elmer  E.  Avery  

.97 

.94 

.97 

100 

.96 

Arthur  L.  Bailey  

.91 

.88 

.70 

.72 

.80 

Bertie  R.  Bartlett  

.72 

.65 

.67 

.72 

.69 

Frederick  Bartlett  

.98 

.93 

.92 

•  • 

.83 

.93 

Arthur  Churchill  

.75 

.64 

.66 

.62 

.69 

Frederick  Clark  

.88 

.73 

.45 

.69 

.69 

Edwin  S.  Damon  

.72 

.77 

.90 

.64 

.70 

Charles  N.  Davie  

.89 

.84 

.77 

.72 

.81 

Elmer  E.  Dunton  

.79 

.70 

.70 

.67 

.52 

.68 

Herbert  L.  Griffin  '.  

.99 

.76 

.67 

.68 

.78 

Charles  M.  Oldham  

.76 

.62 

.56 

.57 

.87 

.68 

Anderson  Perkins  

.86 

.92 

.84 

.81 

.90 

.87 

Alexander  J.  Bobbins  

.92 

.89 

.80 

.54 

.51 

.73 

.82 

.74 

George  Weston  

.90 

.61 

.69 

.59 

.49 

.83 

.69 
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Fourth  Class. 


Botany. 

Physioloey— 
Primer. 

Composition. 

is 

_^ — 

Chemistry — 
Primer. 

Latin, 

German. 

History. 

Average. 

AT  T> 

Alice  Bennett  

.85 

.73 

.71 

.77 

.56 

.74 

Clara  Bennett  

.55 

.89 

.74 

on 

.87 

.75 

.52 

.61 

.68 

Fanny  Burgess  

.bo 

.89 

.58 

.63 

.78 

.68 

Beulah  Coilingwood  

.bo 

.82 

.93 

.78 

.82 

.69 

TO 

.  to 

.77 

Mary  Dickson  

.Jo 

.83 

.90 

.79 

.70 

.74 

.85 

Anabel  Dodge  

71 
.  t  1 

•oJ 

.72 

.75 

.65 

.64 

•  ■ 

•  bo 

.71 

Lenora  Eaton  

tin 

.82 

.86 

.60 

.82 

•  • 

.60 

.81 

.73 

Abby  Edes  

CO 
.00 

.90 

.83 

.85 

.86 

•  bb 

.82 

Annie  1).  Faulkner*  

.83 

.77 

.83 

.92 

.97 

.96 

.88 

i^oitie  vjriimtn  

oo 
.00 

.86 

.77 

.75 

.83 

•?4 

.82 

Mary  Hay  den  

.84 

.It 

.72 

.60 

.65 

.77 

.55 

.70 

JVl  ary  Heath  

.70 

.88 

.83 

.75 

.93 

.83 

.70 

.80 

Jennie  A.  Hovvland  

.97 

.90 

.92 

.91 

.98 

.96 

.94 

Abby  Hinckley  

J  J 

1  AA 

1UU 

.yi 

.90 

CO 

•  8o 

on 
.89 

QO 

no 
.92 

Carrie  Leonard  

.88 

.88 

.83 

.85 

.77 

.81 

.92 

.85 

Abby  Morton  

.84 

.87 

.79 

.82 

.85 

.81 

.83 

.83 

Nathalie  H.  Morton  

.81 

.73 

.83 

.78 

.76 

.86 

.81 

.80 

Annie  Perkins  

.79 

.80 

.80 

.80 

.74 

.89 

.89 

.80 

i'\  U'^u>L»l  ilcltc.   ••••>•••• 

.99 

.90 

.87 

ob 

100 

.74 

.91 

.90 

Emma  F.  Richardson  

.95 

.90 

.74 

.90 

.91 

.76 

.77 

.85 

Eunice  L.  Thomas  

.97 

.90 

.93 

.92 

.88 

.80 

.92 

.97 

.91 

Sarah  A.  Thrasher  

.75 

.75 

.66 

.53 

.85 

.74 

.71 

Mary  Wood  

.82 

.79 

.82 

.60 

.65 

.83 

.50 

.72 

Herbert  Barrows  

.82 

.84 

.70 

.75 

.89 

.62 

.79 

.70 

William  Collingwood  

.46 

.90 

.64 

.63 

.93 

.53 

.90 

.71 

William  T.  Elclridge  

.75 

.85 

.86 

.70 

.89 

.68 

.86 

.80 

George  E.  Freeman  

.58 

.89 

.69 

.74 

.80 

.64 

.34 

.88 

.70 

Edgar  Howland  

.76 

.80 

.72 

.70 

.74 

.30 

.87 

.70 

Harvey  Jones  

.93 

.90 

.82 

.90 

.95 

.81 

.99 

.90 

George  Miett  

.76 

.98 

.83 

.83 

.96 

.73 

.67 

.94 

.84 

William  A.  Morton  

.61 

.78 

.73 

.58 

.77 

.77 

.71 

Ira  E.  Ward  

.52 

.90 

.84 

.60 

.92 

.72 

.93 

.78 

Arthur  P.  Fowler  

.89 

.88 

.84 

.65 

.98 

.67 

.76 

.93 

.83 

*  Freuch,  .98. 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  IX  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


FIRST  YEAR. 

Botany,  (five  months) ;  Physiology,  (five  months ;  English 
Laungnage,  Ancient  History,  Chemistry  and  Physics,  (Science 
Primers,)  Latin  and  German. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Commercial  Arithmetic,  Book-Keeping,  Natural  Phi- 
losophy, Modern  History,  English  Language,  French,  German, 
Latin  and  Greek. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

Algebra,  Chemistry,  Physical  Geography,  English  Litera- 
ture, French,  German,  Ijatin  and  Greek. 

FOURTH  YEAR.# 

Geometry,  Rhetoric,  Geology,  English  Lauguage,  French, 
German,  Latin  and  Greek. 

Elective  studies  are  printed  in  Italics. 

One  English  study  may  be  omitted  each  year  by  a  pupil 
studying  Latin  if  he  chooses, 
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EXHIBITION 

OF  THE 

Plymouth  High  School, 

FEBRUARY    5,  1877. 


||rogramme. 

Piano  Duet:  "  Le  TourbilJon  Galop  99  A.  Gutmann,  Op.  37 

Lizzie  W.  Manter  and  Ella  M,  Blackmer. 

£/ ati n  Salutatory  

Lizzie  f.  Morton. 

Composition  :  Life  a  Mosaic  J  

Mattie  W.  Whitmore. 

Composition:  A  Day  at  the  Centennial  

Alice  H.  Brown. 

Chorus:  Centennial  Hymn  

Original  Colloquy:  Woman's  Opportunities  

Nelia  D.  Burbank,  Laura  F.  Churchill,  Ida  C.  Wood,  Clara  II. 

Wood. 

Composition:  Inventions  

Edward  T.  Lanman. 

Composition:  Buried  Treasure  

Annie  Mullins. 

Chorus:  Men  of  Harlech  Irr.  byG.  W.  Martin 

Composition:  Cromwell  :  

William  C.  Harlow. 
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Dialogue  :  Mark  Twain  and  the  Interviewer  

Charles  H.  Barnes  and  Charles  M.  Doten. 

Reading:  "  The  Slaves  of  Martinique."  Whittier 

Nellie  F.  Pierce. 

Piano  Solo:  "Songs  without  Words."  Duetto  Mendelssohn 

Isle  V.  Miett. 

Composition:  The  Dream  Banquet  

Ella  M.  Blackmer. 

Composition:  Flowers  

Susie  C.  Thomas. 

French  Play:    "Les  Femmes  qui  pleurent."  

Prosper  Chambly,       .       .       .       George  F.  Dunham.  . 

Mme.  Chambly,       .       .       .  Hannah  B.  Ellis. 

Albert  cle  Rieux,  ....       Catano  Fratus. 

Mme.  cle  Rieux        .       .       .  Anna  C.  Jones. 

Jean,  (an  officious  Servant),      .       Alex.  J.  Robbins. 
M.  Chambly  has  just  married  a  rich  widow,  who  refuses  him  money. 
M.  de  Rieux  refuses  his  bride  diamonds.    Mme.  C.  gives  Mme.  R. 
advice.    C.  listens;  determines  to  attempt  the  same.    Mme.  R. 
succeeds.    C.  fails. 

INTERMISSION. 


ccon 


Piano  Duett:  "Caprice  Militaire."  E.  Ketterer,  Op.  IIS 

May  Chandler  and  Lizzie  F.  Morron. 

Composition:  Girls  

Mary  A.  Lanman. 

Extract  from  the  Play  of  ELIZABETH,  Queen  of  England  

Elizabeth,  Carrie  R.  Johnson. 

Lady  Sarah  Howard,       .       .       .  Isie  V.  Miett. 

Lady  Anna  Burleigh,  ....       Ida  C.  Wood. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon,  ....  Charles  H.  Barnes. 

Earl  of  Essex,  Herbert  Barrows. 

Hudson,  (the  Queen's  Chamberlain),        Arthur  P.  Fowler. 

Lord  Burleigh,  (Chancellor),  .       .  William  Langford. 

Davison,  (Keeper  of  the  seals),  .       .       George  R.  Winsor. 

Page,   George  F.  Dunham. 

Chorus:  The  Chase  Arr.  from  Storace 

Composition:  The  Poetry  of  Geology  

Effie  B.  Blackmer. 
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Composition:  A  Cloudy  Narrative  

Charles  H.  Barnes. 

German  Play:    "Der  Raubmorder  

Mother,       ......       Mary  A.  Cornish. 

Sisters  { Mar/  M-  Murray. 

i  Carrie  R.  Johnson. 

Servant,  Emma  Walker. 

Brother,   George  F.  Dunham. 

Midnight  —  an  alarm  of  robbers —  brush  and  dust-pan  proved  the 
innocent  cause. 

Music :  The  Morning  Breaks  Mendelssohn 

Lecture  on  Buttons  Douglas  Jerrold 

Helen  P.  Loring  and  Shalman  E.  Morton. 

Chorus:  Happy  Year  

Chronicles  

Addie  L.  Bartlett. 

Piano  Solo:  Tarantelle  ..•  1st  Op.  13,  S.  B.  Mills. 

Alice  H.  Brown. 

Prophecies  

Alice  F.  Blanchard. 

Valedictory  

Mattie  F.  Erland. 


♦ 


PARTING  HYMN. 

WORDS  BY  NELIA  D.  BURBANK.  MUSIC  BY  ALICE  H.  BROWN. 

As  the  sun  descending  slowly, 

Sinking  in  the  golden  west, 
Gilds  the  fleecy  clouds  with  brightness, 

As  it  gently  sinks  to  rest,  — 
So  our  school-days  here  are  closing, 

Sinking  in  the  golden  past; 
But  the  glorious  sunset  memories 

Light  the  shadows  gathering  fast. 
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Up  the  rugged  "  Hill  of  Science," 

Step  by  step  we've  onward  climbed; 
Far  above  us  still,  the  summit, 

Pleasant  lies  the  scene  behind. 
But  our  sunny  day  is  closing, 

And  to  God  our  prayer  ascends 
For  the  loved  ones  we  are  leaving; 

Farewell  teachers,  school-mates,  friends. 


PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 


GRADUATING  CLASS. 


ALICE  H.  BROWN, 
ELLA  M.  BLACKMER, 
EFFIE  B.  BLACKMER, 
ALICE  F.  BLANCHARD, 
NELIA  D.  BURBANK, 
AD  DIE  L.  BARTLETT. 
LAURA  F.  CHURCHILL 
MATTIE  F.  ERLAND, 
MARY  A.  LAN  MAN, 


LIZZIE  F.  MORTON, 
ANNIE  MULLINS, 

SUSIE  C.  THOMAS, 

MATTIE  W.  WHITMORE, 
IDA  C.  WOOD, 
CLARA  L.  WOOD, 
CHARLES  H.  BARNES, 
WILLIAM  C.  HARLOW, 
EDW'D  T.  LAN  MAN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH, 


IS 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  Jan.  i,  1878, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


REPORTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 

For  the  Year  1877-8. 
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PLYMOUTH : 
Avfkv  &  DoTENj  Steam  Hook  and  for.  Printers. 
1878. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH, 


Financial  Year  ending  January  1,  1878, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

For  the  Year  1877-78. 


PLYMOUTH  : 
Avery  &  Dotf.n,  Steam  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1878. 


PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found 
correct,  and  all  payments  properly  vouched.    The  Treas- 


urer is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1877  $  9,932  65 

Dog  fund  from  the  County   501  49 

School  fund  from  the  State   279  51 

Sale  of  school  books   810  78 

School  reimbursements  ,   6  22 

Armory  rent  reimbursed   217  35 

Almshouse  reimbursement   1,265  85 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials   9,530  43 

Circus  licenses   37  50 

Interest  from  taxes   317  02 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  Bank   375  00 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  Fishery   305  00 

Rebate  of  interest   12  54 

Fines  for  violation  of  Town  By-Laws   25  00 


Amount  carried  fomvard 


$23,616  34 
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Amount  brought  forward   $23,616  34 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   24  00 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hill  Cemetery   279  10 

Road  Department  reimbursements   615  59 

State  aid  refunded   3,248  32 

National  bank  tax  from  State    3,109  38 

Corporation  tax   3,218  51 

Insane  poor  reimbursements.   125  60 

Contingent  reimbursements    350  56 

Fresh  Brook  Fishery   15  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   70  00 

Liquor  licenses     900  00 

Sale  of  Du^bury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  stock   2,666  66 

Henry  Sherman,  loan   650  00 

Reuben  Sherman,  loan  .  , .  . . ,   1,200  00 

Timothy  Manter,  loan   1,200  00 

Water  Works  extension  reimbursements   329  24 

Engine-house  reimbursements   44  25 

Non-resident  bank  tax   3,642  06 

Tax  1870    8  55 

Tax  1871    45  57 

Tax  1872   35  80 

Tax  1873    125  28 

Tax  1874   194  30 

Tax  1875   .   738  69 

Tax  1876    6,485  79 

Tax  1877    44,015  34 

Burial  Hill  reimbursements   8  74 

Warren  fund   50  00 


Total  $  97,013  27 
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The  Treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments  as 


follows  : 

Duxbury  <fc  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund. .  -  $  4,166  66 

State  tax   3,720  00 

County  tax   4,909  81 

National  Bank  tax   3,568  42 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery  ,   114  89 

Widows'  distribution    125  00 

Water  Works  and  interest  on  scrip   8,136  30 

Watch  and  police   1,196  00 

Treasurer's  salary                                          . ,  . . .  500  00 

Town  debt   5,857  16 

Collector's  salary,  1876  and  1877   900  00 

Sexton  '   125  00 

State  aid   2,895  15 

Schools  .   18,278  19 

Roads  and  bridges   6,446  54 

New  roads   2,156  39 

Insane  poor   2,620  88 

Poor   8,779  45 

Abatements   775  62 

Herring  money  ,   213  55 

Fire  Department   3,079  69 

Burial  Hill  ..  .  .  169  95 

j      Contingent   3,572  85 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,078  68 

Assessors    719  71 

State  of  Massachusetts,  liquor  licenses   225  00 

Water  Works  extension   1,490  89 

Engine-house  lot  and  labor   3,363  33 

Plymouth  Public  Library   250  72 

Agawam  Fishery     56  24 

Warren  fund   15  13 

Cash  on  hand    7,505  47 


Total  $  97,013  27 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 


follows  : 

Burial  Hill  $  7  43 

Abatements   1,297  81 

Widows     34 

Herring  money. . .  ,   66  10 

Training  Green  fund   510  83 

Fresh  Brook  Fishery   89  72 

South  Plymouth  Burial  Ground   24  51 

Warren  fund   1,094  87 

Town  debt   144  86 

Water  Works   759  43 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   213  74 

Watch  and  police   88  09 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   128  17 

Contingent   414  86 

Eoads  and  bridges   992  13 

New  roads   15  83 


Total  $  5,848  72 

The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriations  are  as  follows : 

Fire  Department  $  642  12 

Insane  poor   444  70 

Poor  :   492  38 

Schools   307  71 

WaterWorks  extension   161  65 

Engine-house  and  lot   319  08 


Total  $    2,367  64 
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TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan. 

Seventy  $1,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

June  1,  1855  ;  payable  June  1,  1885 . .  $  70,000  00 

Twenty  $1,000  six  percent,  bonds,  dated 

Aug.  1,  L864;  payable  Aug.  1,  1891. .    20,000  00 

 $  90,000  00 

DUXBURY  &  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

Forty  $1,000  seven  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

April  1,  1874;  payable  April  1,  1884..$  40,000  00 

 $  40,000  00 

$130,000  00 

Temporary  Debt. 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

April  3,  18G8  ;  payable  April  3,  1878. .    $5,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Sept.  18, 1868 ;  payable  Sept.  18, 1878.    10,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Feb.  18,  1868  ;  payable  Feb.  18, 1878       6,724  65 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on  de- 


mand   11,000  00 

Note  to  Henry  Sherman,  on  demand,  in- 
terest at  five  per  cent   1,300  00 

Note  to  Reuben  Sherman,  on  demand  .  .  3,200  00 

Note  to  A.  M.  Diaz,  on  demand   100  00 

Note  to  Emma  Davee,  on  demand   300  00 

Note  to  P.  H.  Haskell,  on  demand   500  00 


Amount  carried fonvards 


$  38,124  65  $130,000  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,   $38,124  65  $130,000  00 

Engine  House  Loan. 

Note  to  Henry  Sherman,  Jan.  19,  1878, 

four  years,  interest  at  five  per  cent  .  .  $  0,00  00 

Note  to  Beuben  Sherman,  dated  Jan.  12, 

1878,  four  years,  interest  five  per  cent.  1,200  00 

Note  to  Timothy  Manter,  dated  Dec  22, 

1877,  four  years                               .  1,200  00 


$  41,124  65 
Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  depart- 


ments . 


5,848  72 
$  46,973  37 


Less — 


Uncollected  taxes  1871  . .  . 

.$       15  74 

ti 

"     1872  . .  . 

56  63 

(< 

"     1873  . .  . 

29  36 

<« 

"     1874  . .  . 

56  20 

ti 

"     1875  . .  . 

980  33 

(t 

"     1876  . .  . 

.     3,011  24 

tt 

"     1877  . .  . 

.    10,053  78 

$  14,203  28 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid 

supplied   2,895  15 

Cash  on  hand   7,505  47 


-$  24,603  90 


 $  22,369  47 

Total  indebtedness  $152,369  47 

Indebtedness  Dec.  31,  1876   151,263  51 


Increase  in  1877  $    1,105  96 
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By  reference  to  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  net  indebtedness  of  the  Town  has  been  increased  the  past 
year  in  the  sum  of  $1,105.96,  while  the  temporary  indebtedness, 
as  represented  by  notes  of  the  Town,  has  been  increased  in  the 
sum  of  $2,550. 

The  difference  is  explained  by  loans  having  been  made 
during  the  year  for  $3,050 — $2,000  of  which  was  to  meet  an  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  Town  for  a  lot  for  an  engine  house, 
the  Hayward  lot  haviug  been  purchased  by  the  Committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  by  the  payment  of  $500  on  note  to  P.  H. 
Haskell  out  of  the  appropriation  for  Town  debt,  the  balance 
has  been  derived  from  the  difference  on  overdrawn  balances 
and  revenue  derived  from  various  sources  over  the  amount  esti- 
mated as  revenue  for  the  year. 

The  interest  on  such  portion  of  the  temporary  debt  as  be- 
come due  during  the  year,  has  been  reduced  from  six  to  five  per 
cent.  Notes  to  the  amount  of  $21,724.65,  due  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  will  become  due  during  the  year.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  the  Treasurer  to  renew  the  same  at 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  5  per  cent.  The  four  hundred 
shares  held  by  the  Town  in  the  stock  of  the  Duxbury  <fe  Cohas- 
set  Railroad  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  Selectmen  under  the 
authority  given  them  by  the  voters  of  the  Town  to  dispose  of 
the  stock  when  they  should  consider  it  for  the  interest  of  the 
Town,  the  sum  derived  from  the  same — viz  :  $2,666.66 — has 
been  paid  over  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 
Railroad  sinking  fund. 

When  the  investment  was  made,  there  may  have  been  some 
who  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  road  would  eventually  become 
a  paying  road,  and  the  Town  would  meet  with  no  loss,  except 
interest  on  the  loan  during  the  time  required  to  dovelop  the 
road. 
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The  Selectmen  did  not  coincide  in  that  opinion,  and,  with 
a  view  to  provide  against  the  contingency,  recommended  a 
sinking  fund  which  should  retire  half  the  loan  at  maturity,  and 
now  amounts,  without  the  accumulations  of  the  past  year,  to 
$8,432.99.  While  the  stock  remained  with  the  Town,  the  ques- 
tion of  how  far  the  investment  would  become  a  liability  to  be 
provided  for  was  an  uncertain  one,  but  the  sale  of  the  stock 
has  placed  the  question  beyond  doubt,  and  the  loan  will  have 
to  be  provided  for  by  direct  taxation. 

Various  causes  have  contiibuted  to  depress  the  value  of  the 
stock,  and  the  debt,  which  had  accumulated  to  $100,000,  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad,  who  were  the  holders,  were  unwilling  to 
carry  longer,  and  called  upon  the  towns  who  were  joint  owners 
with  them  in  the  road  to  pay  their  share  of  the  debt,  otherwise 
they  would  not  continue  to  operate  the  road.  Had  the  towns 
been  willing  to  have  contributed  their  portion  of  the  debt,  no 
authority  existed  for  them  to  do  so,  unless  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  and  it  was  doubtful,  if  they  had  the  authority, 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  they  would  have  been  willing 
to  have  assumed  the  risk  which  would  have  attended  it,  and 
the  only  alternative  was  to  allow  the  road  to  be  put  into  bank- 
ruptcy, or  sell  the  stock  in  the  open  market,  with  little  hope 
that  there  would  be  any  competitors  against  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  as  buyers.  It  was  evident  that,  while  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  to  own  the  stock,  and  they 
could,  by  arrangement  of  the  trains  differently,  run  it  without 
loss,  if  not  at  a  profit,  they  were  not  inclined  to  make  any  offer 
for  the  stock,  or  leave  it  with  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  who 
had  investigated  its  affairs  to  decide  its  value. 

The  towns  of  Marshfield  and  Duxbury  had  voted  to  leave  it 
with  the  Commissioners  and  abide  their  decision,  but,  as  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  would  not  agree  to  a  reference,  a  joint 
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request  was  made  by  the  towns  to  the  Kailroad  Commissioners 
to  give  their  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  stock,  and  what,  in 
their  opinion,  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  should  pay  the  towns 
for  the  same.  The  Commissioners  replied  to  the  request,  fixing 
the  value  of  the  shares  at  about  $6.50  per  share,  and  the  towns 
finally  agreed  to  accept  the  same  rates  as  was  paid  the  Town 
of  Scituate  for  its  stock,  viz  :  $0.66^  per  share,  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  stock  transferred  to  the  agent  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  Company. 

That  the  road,  connecting  us,  as  it  does,  with  the  shore 
towns,  and  giving  us  additional  accommodation  with  increased 
number  of  trains  with  Boston,  is  of  considerable  value,  cannot 
be  doubted,  but  whether  it  is  worth  what  it  cost,  is  a  more 
difficult  question  to  determine. 

The  deficiencies  in  the  Poor,  Insane  Poor  and  Fire  depart- 
ment will  require  increased  appropriations,  with  no  prospect 
that  for  the  immediate  future  any  reduction  can  be  made. 

It  is  evident  that  our  lowest  rate  of  taxation  has  been 
reached,  and  even  with  the  strictest  economy,  the  rate  will 
exceed  that  of  the  last  year,  as  the  present  valuation  can  hardly 
be  maintained.  The  depression  in  business  is  more  seriously 
affecting  all  those  whose  dependence  is  upon  labor  alone,  as 
well  as  those  who  are  engaged  in  business  enterprises,  than  has 
been  known  within  our  time,  and  taxes  have  become  corre- 
spondingly burdensome  ;  and,  in  order  to  relieve  as  far  as 
possible  the  burden,  the  Town  should  postpone  all  projects 
and  expenditures  which  are  not  an  absolute  necessity  until 
business  and  labor  are  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  to  meet 
them. 

The  Collector's  accounts  are  to  some  extent  an  index  of  this 
condition  of  aftairs,  and  show  an  amount  of  uncollected  taxes 
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of  $14,203.28,  being  $2,419.90  in  excess  of  last  year,  with  a  less 
amount  remitted  him  for  collection.  This  may  partly  he  ac- 
cented for  from  the  leniency  of  the  Collector,  but  in  many  cases 
people  who  have  been  prompt  to  pay  taxes,  find  it  difficult 
from  their  small  incomes  to  promptly  meet  them. 

The  Selectmen  have  carefully  considered  the  requirements  of 
the  several  departments  in  making  the  list  of  appropriations, 
and  trust  the  same  will  be  carefully  considered  by  the  Town  in 
any  changes  which  may  be  proposed. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Cb. 

By  appropriation   $6,000  00 

interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes      317  02 

rebate  of  interest   12  54 

 $6,329  56 

Dr. 

To  balance  account   $327  54 

interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Rail- 
road loan   2,800  00 

interest  on  temporary  loans  

loans,  and  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes  2,557  16 
payment  on  note  to  P.  H.  Haskell ....       500  00 

 $6,284  70 


Undrawn 


$144  86  ' 
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There  will  be  required  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  Duxbury 
&  Cohasset  Railroad  loan,  and  temporary  indebtedness,  the  sum 
of  $5,119.87.  The  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes, 
will,  it  is  estimated,  be  met  from  interest  from  delinquent  taxes. 
In  order  to  comply  with  the  law  requiring  an  annual  payment 
on  account  of  all  indebtedness  other  than  Sewerage,  Water 
and  Railroad  loans,  of  not  less  than  8  per  cent,  annually,  will, 
with  the  income  estimated  from  miscellaneous  receipts,  require 
an  appropriation  of  $6,000,  and  is  recommended. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Or. 

By  appropriation     $2,500  00 

Dr. 

To  balance  of  old  account   $327  78 

payments  on  Cedarville  road   8  25 

payments    on    Allerton    street  and 

Monument  avenue   2,148  14 

 $2,484  17 

Undrawn   $15  33 

Orders  drawn,  not  paid  $43.65 

The  work  on  new  roads  has  been  confined  to  the  construc- 
tion of  Allerton  street  and  Monument  avenue,  chiefly  under  the 
direction  of  C.  H.  Paine,  under  whose  supervision  the  plan  was 
made  and  submitted  to  tho  Town.  Tho  work  was  commenced 
in  April,  and  finished  to  the  junction  with  Cushman  street 
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during  that  mouth,  and  resumed  again  in  October  and  con- 
tinued until  suspended  by  the  frost  in  the  early  part  of 
January. 

A  considerable  portion  of  Allerton  street  has  been  raised  to 
grade,  and  the  earth  taken  chiefly  from  Monument  avenue  has 
graded  the  entrance  to  the  Monument  grounds.  There  has 
been  expended  to  date  the  sum  of  $2,148.14,  and,  including  the 
orders  drawn  but  not  paid  of  $43.65,  makes  the  sum  total 
$2,191.79.  The  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  to  be  distributed 
over  a  period  of  three  years,  and  $1,700  was  apportioned  and 
included  in  the  appropriations  of  the  last  year.  The  account 
has  thus  been  overdrawn  $491.79,  and,  with  the  same  appro- 
priation this  year,  will  leave  about  $1,200  to  be  expended  the 
coming  year — sufficient  to  complete  Allerton  street  to  its  junc- 
tion with  Court  street.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500  is  recom- 
mended. 


CONTINGENT, 


Cb. 


By  undrawn  balance  

appropriation  

sewer  right  P.  W.  Smith  

cash  from  contributors  to  sewer, 

posts  sold . .  

sewer  pipe  sold  

cash  from  P.  Holmes  

A  mo  unt  ca  rried  f  or  ward  


$    637  15 
3,000  00 


25  00 
312  16 
2  82 
5  58 
5  00 


$3,987  71 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $    3,987  71 

Dr. 

Paid- 
Lumber  bills   $6  83 

Chas.  G.  Davis,  rent  hall,  1876  and  1877. .  92  00 

Chas.  G.  Davis,  legal  services.    70  00 

William  R.  Drew,  sundries   19  25 

Fowler's,  and  Weston's  express  ....     ...  3  75 

C.  F.  Bradford,  repairs  on  clock,  &c    3  25 

Chas.  Raymond,  recording  deaths   36  50 

Harlow  &  Bailey,  sundries   2  78 

A.  S.  Burbank,  stationery   20  51 

Envelopes,  stamps,  &c   49  82 

Ellis  Benson,  care  Town  clock   25  00 

F.  Martin,  repairs  on  lantern  frames   2  75 

Sewer  expenses   625  53 

Half  expense  on   concrete    walk  Town 

Square   53  33 

Gas  Town  House  -   29  20 

Avery  &  Doton,  printing   403  44 

Fire  in  woods   86  85 

D.  Clark,  surveying   3  00 

Mason  &  Lord,  legal  services   37  00 

John  Curchill,  sundries    5  05 

Job  B.  Oldham,  painting  desks,  &c   4  70 

D.  W.  Andrews,  printing   126  75 

S.  H.  Doten,  armory  rent   350  00 

J.  B.  Collingwood,  truant  officer   4  00 

Coal,  Weston  &  Harlow   49  50 

J.  L.  Weston,  repairs  on  fence   6  92 

Burial  Hill,  grading,  wall,  &c   104  00 

Amounts  carried  forvwd,  $2,221  71  $3,987  71 


16 


Amounts  brought  forward,  $  2,221  7L  $S,987  71 

Tax,  Town  of  Kingston   3  GO 

Tax,  Town  of  Carver   4  40 

Heman  Bobbins,  labor  on  fountain..   1  25 

William  Allen,  binding,  &c   3  70 

H.  Harlow,  painting  posts   50 

Registration  of  voters    15  25 

Eobert  Clark,  stone  posts  in  Town  Square  53  00 

Cleaning  Town  House,  &c.    3  87 

Register  Book   2  40 

Posting  notices   50 

W.  W.  Brewster,  plans  of  lots   5  00 

E.  Howard  &  Co.,  repairs  Town  clock ....  8  20 

I.  W.  Burgess,  police  duty   2  00 

Geo.  F.  Meacham,  plans  of  Town  Houses.  300  00 

R.  W.  Bagnell,  posts  Town  Square   2  78 

Grand  Army   100  00 

C.  Bates,  care  Town  House   5  00 

Leander  Lovell,  Town  clerk   190  15 

George  Bagnall,  trucking,  &c   5  30 

District  Court   7  95 

O.  N.  Barrows,  labor  on  Cole's  Hill  steps, 

1876    11  25 

Services  Selectmen  and  Committee. 

William  H.  Nelson  $  200  00 

Lemuel  Bradford   200  00 

Charles  B.  Stoddard   75  00 

David  Clark   75  00 

Henry  Whiting   75  00 

 $  3,572  85 


Undrawn  $    414  86 
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The  payments  this  year  chargeable  to  this  account  have  ex- 
ceeded the  payments  of  last  year  in  the  sum  of  $149.67. 
Unusual  expenditures  have  arisen  in  perfecting  plans  for 
Town  houses,  sewerage,  and  grading  and  walling  the  site  of 
the  engine  house  on  Burial  Hill,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
$708.97.  Bills  of  former  years  for  printing  and  rent  of  hall  are 
also  included.  The  uncertainty  as  to  fires  in  the  woods  which, 
in  former  years,  have  drawn  largely  from  this  account,  make  it 
difficult  to  estimate  how  large  an  appropriation  may  be  re- 
quired, and  recommend  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year, 
viz:  $3,000. 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Cr. 

By  balance  of  account  $  2,623  08 

cash  from  G.  F.  Weston   11  85 

appropriation   4,200  00 

reimbursements   603  74 

 $  7,438  67 

Dr. 

To  payment  in  1877  $  6,446  54 


Undrawn  $    992  13 

The  expenditures  chargeable  to  roads  and  bridges  the  past 
year,  deducting  the  earnings  of  the  teams  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  including  orders  drawn,  but  not  paid  when  the 
books  were  closed,  is  $5,884.06 — a  sum  in  excess  of  last  year  of 
2 


18 


$512.06.  The  difference  in  expenditure  was  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  snow,  being  some  #400  in  excess  of  last  year,  and 
repairs  on  the  Rocky  Hill  and  other  new  roads  lately  added  to 
the  department. 

The  experiment  of  using  screened  gravel  on  the  roads  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  village,  subject  to  the  greatest  wear,  has 
demonstrated  its  value  over  the  ordinary  material  used  for  re- 
pairs, and  avoids  the  increase  of  grade  which  is  inevitable  when 
other  material  is  used.  It  is  the  only  substitute  for  broken 
stone,  which  cannot  be  obtained  here  without  great  expense,  as 
we  have  no  ledges  of  rock  near  at  hand,  and  costly  machinery 
is  required  to  prepare  it. 

Gravel  will  practically  answer  the  purpose,  at  much  less  ex- 
pense, and  as  long  as  it  can  be  obtained  within  a  reasonable 
distance,  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  economical  method  of 
repairing  the  highways  where  the  travel  is  greatest. 

The  gutters  of  many  of  the  streets  of  steep  grade  require 
paving,  and,  in  order  to  test  the  value  of  concrete  as  a  substi- 
tute for  pavement,  a  portion  of  the  gutter  on  Yernon  street  was 
laid  with  it  early  in.  the  Fall,  and  has  not  yet  been  tested  suf- 
ficiently to  adopt  it. 

If  it  shall  be  found  to  answer  the  purpose,  it  will  be  economy 
to  appropriate  a  small  sum  each  year  for  that  purpose,  as  con- 
stant care  and  expense  is  now  required  in  the  Summer  months 
to  keep  them  in  condition  which  could  otherwise  be  saved. 
With  the  probability  that  some  unusual  repairs  may  be  re- 
quired, and  the  snow  bills  exceed  those  of  last  year,  an  ap- 
propriation of  $5,500  is  recommended. 
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WATER  WORKS. 


Or. 

By  appropriation  $     600  00 

By  receipts  from  water  rents,  labor,  and 

materials    9,530  43 

 $  10,130  43 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance  $  1,234  70 

To  interest  on  scrip   5,460  00 

To  salaries   650  00 

To  labor  and  materials   2,026  30 

 $    9,371  00 


Undrawn   $      759  43 

Extension  Account. 
Dr. 

To  payment  for  extensions  $    1,490  89 

 $    1,490  89 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $    1,000  00 

By  cash  from  B.  R  Curtis     324  89 

By  shovels   4  35 

 $    1,329  24 


Overdrawn 


$      161  65 


*0 

The  instructions  given  the  Treasurer  by  the  Town  at  the 
annual  meeting,  to  separate  the  extension  of  the  Water  Works 
from  the  general  account,  charging  only  to  the  Works  the  inter- 
est on  scrip  and  expense  of  management  and  repairs  necessary 
to  keep  the  works  in  good  condition,  has  bee'i  complied  with, 
and  the  result  shows  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures 
for  the  year  of  $1,394.13.  A  deficiency  existed  at  the  close  of 
the  account  last  year  of  $1,234.70,  six  hundred  dollars  of  which 
was  included  in  the  appropriations  for  deficiencies,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $634.70  to  be  provided  for  from  the  income  of  this 
year — showing  the  net  income  for  the  year  of  $759.43  to  be  ap- 
plied in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Town  to  the  water  scrip 
sinking  fund.  There  remained  of  uncollected  water  rents  when 
the  books  were  closed  the  sum  of  $350,  against  $700  at  the 
same  time  last  year.  Deducting  the  difference,  $350,  from  the 
income  of  the  year,  shows  a  net  annual  income  to  be  relied 
upon  for  the  sin  tdng  fund  to  vary  not  much  from  $1,050.  The 
importance  of  promptly  collecting  the  water  works  rents  is  ap- 
parent. While  a  gain  has  been  made  in  this  respect  during  the 
year,  the  amount  remaining  uncollected  being  less  than  for  sev- 
eral years,  still  the  balance  is  larger  than  would  be  the  case 
were  the  votes  of  the  Town  fully  complied  with. 

The  extension  account  shows  an  expenditure  of  $1,490.89, 
with  reimbursements  of  $329.24,  and  appropriation  of  $1,000 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  account  at  the  annual  meeting,  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  $161.65  to  be  provided  for.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioners  will  more  fully  explain  the  expenditures  charge- 
able to  this  account. 
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SCHOOLS. 
Or. 

By  Massachusetts  school  fund  $     279  51 

One-half  dog  fund   250  72 

Cash  from  sale  of  books   810  78 

Sundries  .  ,   6  22 

Appropriation   .16,000  00 

Special  appropriation   800  00 

 $  18,147  23 

Db. 

To  balance  account,  Dec.  31,  1876   $     176  15 

Salaries,  teachers  and  superintendent,  13,244  05 

Books  and  apparatus   848  46 

Fuel   599  32 

Repairs  and  supplies   1,252  28 

Care  of  buildings     437  44 

Carriage  hire,  1876   181  50 

Carriage  hire,  1877   172  75 

Out  buildings  and  repairs  on  same.. .       791  84 

Fire-escapes   402  00 

New  school  house  and  furniture.   . . .       267  00 

Bill  of  painting   38  50 

Incidentals   63  65 

 $  18,454  94 

Overdrawn   $      307  71 


The  expenditures  for  schools  have  largely  increased,  amount- 
ing to  $18,278.19  the  past  year.  About  $1,500  of  this  amount 
has  been  expended  on  outbuildings,  fire-escapes,  new  school 
house,  etc.,  and  are  extraordinary  expenditures.    An  appro- 
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priation  of  $800  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting  for  new  out- 
buildings, which  has  been  expended. 

Notice  was  served  on  the  Selectmen  in  September,  by  the 
chief  of  the  State  Detective  force,  that  certain  school  houses 
which  he  had  inspected  under  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  1877,  requiring  inspection  of  all  public  buildings, 
school-rooms,  etc.,  were  found  without  sufficient  means  of 
egress  in  case  of  fire,  and  required  additional  stair-cases  and 
changes  in  the  doors  to  the  main  entrances  so  that  the  doors 
should  swing  outward.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  School 
Committee,  who  had  the  necessary  changes  nu  de  in  compliance 
with  the  order,  for  which  was  expended  the  sum  of  $402,  occa- 
sioning the  overdraft  in  the  account. 

It  is  important,  in  view  of  the  demands  upon  the  town,  that 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  expenses  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  that  the  Town  should  not  be  called  upon  to  increase 
its  appropriations  for  schools  under  the  present  condition  of 
affairs. 

An  appropriation  of  $16,000  with  the  deficiency  is  recom- 
mended. 


POOR. 


Cr. 


By  balance  Dec.  31, 1876, 


$  521  22 
1,265  85 
6,500  00 


reimbursements, 
appropriation. . . 


•$8,287  07 


Dr. 


To  payments  in  1877 


$8,779  45 


$8,779  45 


Overdrawn 


$  492  38 


There  has  been  expended  the  past  year  for  support  of  the 
Poor  and  Almshouse  department,  including  the  orders  drawn 
and  not  paid,  $8,953  27,  being  $1, 241. 18  in  excess  of  payments 
last  year,  showing  a  deficiency  of  $492.38  to  be  provided  for. 

The  increase  is  mainly  for  outside  aid — for  support  of  the 
poor  in  this  and  other  towns — having  their  settlement  here  and 
charged  to  this  town.  Beimburscments  for  aid  supplied  to 
those  living  here,  but  having  their  settlements  in  other  towns, 
amounts  to  $1,265.85,  making  the  net  expenditure  $7,513.60. 

If  the  present  condition  of  affairs  continue,  it  may  soon  be- 
come necessary  to  enlarge  the  Almshouse  to  provide  room  for 
those  who  at  present  are  largely  supported  outside  of  the 
house,  and  who,  for  maDy  reasons,  can  be  better  and  more 
economically  cared  for  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
those  having  charge  of  the  department. 


INSANE  POOB. 


Dr. 

To  payments  to  Worcester  Hospital  $  224  83 

Taunton  Hospital   2,308  93 

J.  B.  Brewster   15  00 

A.  Jackson   5  00 

B.  Hubbard   5  00 

E.  M.  Whiting   52  00 

L.  Bradford,  expenses  ....       10  12 

 $2,620  88 


Ck. 


Jan.  1,  1877,  by  undrawn  balance   $     50  58 

By  cash  from  J.  C.  Cooper   91  30 

appropriation   ...  2,000  00 

cash  from  W.  Aldrich   34  30 

 $2,176  18 


Overdrawn   $  444  70 


There  are  twelve  persons  at  present  in  the  hospitals  sup- 
ported by  the  town — an  addition  of  one  during  the  year — the 
annual  expense  of  which  will  amount  to  about  $2,500.  Some 
portion  of  the  amount  may  be  reimbursed  to  the  town,  and  the 
number  may  possibly  be  reduced. 

The  Overseers  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $2,000,  which  is 
recommended. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  by  undrawn  balance  $  237  57 


March  26,  1876,  by  appropriation   2,200  00 

 $2,437  57 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1877   $3,079  69 

 $3,079  69 

Overdrawn   $    642  12 


The  large  expenditure  in  this  department,  causing  a  defi- 
ciency of  $642  12,  has  been  occasioned  by  repairs  on  Steamer 
No.  1,  her  boiler  and  tubing  having  been  found  defective,  re- 
quiring renewal. 
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A  detailed  report  from  the  engineers  will  more  fully  explain 
the  condition  of  the  department. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  current  year  is  asked  for 
by  the  Engineers,  and  is  recommended. 


VINE  HILL  CEMETERY. 
Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance   $    49  53 

By  cash  from  sale  of  lots   279  10 

 $  328  63 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1877    $  114  89 

 $  H4  89 

Undrawn   ....$  213  74 

There  has  been  sold  during  the  year  forty  lots,  for  which  has 
only  been  received  $279.10.  Twenty-eight  still  remain  unpaid 
for  when  the  books  were  closed,  amounting  to  $112.05. 

The  outlay  required  the  present  year  will  be  provided  for 
from  income,  and  no  appropriation  is  recommended. 


BURIAL  HILL. 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account  $    43  64 

cash  from  Ellis  Drew   8  74 

appropriations   125  00 

 $  177  38 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1877    $169  95 

 $  169  95 

Undrawn  ...   $      7  43 
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In  order  to  save  constant  repairs  and  expense  on  the  walks 
about  the  Hill,  it  will  be  economy  to  concrete  those  liable  to 
gullying  in  heavy  rains,  and,  so  far  as  this  can  be  met  out  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  year,  should  be  done. 

An  appropriation  of  $150  is  recommended. 


 *  

ABATEMENTS. 
Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  by  undrawn  balance  $1,026  84 

Dec.  31,  1877,  by  outlay  for  1877    1,046  59 

 $2,073  43 

Dr. 

Dec.  31,  1877,  to  abatements,  1877  $  775  62 

 $  775  62 

Undrawn  $1,297  81 


ASSESSOBS. 
Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  by  balance  from  old  account.  .$  290  71 

By  appropriation   400  00 

 $  690  71 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1877  $  719  71 

 $  719  71 


Overdrawn 


$    29  00 
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The  cost  of  assessing  taxes  is  larger  than  in  other  towns  of 
equal  or  larger  population  than  ours,  and  might  be  considerably 
reduced  by  adopting  the  system  followed  in  all  large  towns  and 
cities,  of  districting  the  town  and  assigning  to  each  a  district. 
This  would  also  greatly  facilitate  the  work,  and  require  less 
time  than  is  used  under  the  present  method. 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Oil. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  by  undrawn  balance  $  454  59 

By  appropriation,  1877   445  41 

 $  900  00 

Dr. 

Jan.  24,  1877,  to  cash  paid  L.  Bradford  $  450  00 

Dec.  31,  1877,  to  cash  paid  L.  Bradford   450  00 

 $  900  00 


$  900  00 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation  $1,400  00 

 $1,400  00 

Dr. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  to  balance  $  115  91 

To  payments,  1877   1,196  00 

 $1,311  91 


Undrawn 


%    88  09 
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LIGHTING  S THEETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1876,  by  undrawn  balance  $      6  85 

By  appropriation,  1877   1,200  00 

 $1,20(5  85 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1877   $1,078  68 

 $1,078  68 


Undrawn   $  128  17 


HERRING  MONEY. 
Cr. 

Ity  balance  from  old  account  $     29  65 

dividend  Old  Colony  National  Bank.  .  .      250  00 

 $    279  65 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1877  %    213  55 

Undrawn  $     66  10 

 +++  

FRESH  BROOK 
Cr. 

By  balance  Dec.  31,  1876  $     74  72 

cash  from  David  Clark   15  00 

Undrawn  $     89  72 


SEXTON. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation,  1877  $    125  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  in  1877   125  00 
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TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account,  Dec.  31,  1876                $  486  23 

interest   24  60 

Undrawn  $  510  83 


DUXBURY    &    CO  E ASSET    RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 
Ob. 

By  appropriation  Dec.  31,  1876   $  1,500  00 

By  sale  400  shares  stock   2,666  66 

$4,166  66 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  to  Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 

Eailroad  sinking  fund    $  4,166  66 


TREASURER. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation  in  1877  $    500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  in  1877   500  00 


WIDOWS. 
Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance  Dec.  31,  1876  $  34 

Old  Colony  National  Bank  dividend. ...      125  00 

 $    125  34 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  widows  in  1877   125  00 

Undrawn  $  34 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 
The   following   appropriations   for   the   current   year  are 


recommended  : 

New  roads  $  1,500  00 

Poor   7,000  00 

Town  debt   6,000  00 

Koads  and  bridges                            ....  5,500  00 

Insane  poor    2,000  00 

Schools  ...   16,000  00 

Fire  department   2,000  00 

Contingent   3,000  00 

Watch  and  police   1,150  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   1,000  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking 

fund   1,500  00 

Burial  hill   150  00 

Sexton    125  00 

Assessors   700  00 

Treasurer   500  00 

Collector  of  taxes   450  00 


Deficiencies. 

Poor  

Fire  department  

Insane  poor  

Water  works  extension  

Schools  


The  revenue,  not  otherwise  appropria 
ated,  is  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax.  . 
National  bank  tax. 
Miscellaneous  


$44,837  00 


650  00 
650  00 
450  00 
162  00 
350  00 

 $  50,837  00 


$  3,000  00 
2,500  00 
500  00 
  6,000  00 
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Leaving  the  sum  of  fortj^-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  dollars,  which  it  is  recommended  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being  a  sum  in 
excess  of  last  year  of  $4,641.59. 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 

The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  reported  to  be  in  good 
condition. 


Selectmen 


WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD, 
C.  B.  STODDARD,  of 
DAVID  CLARK,  I  P7  ^ 

HENRY  WHITING,       J  riymouth- 


Plymouth,  Feb.  15,  1878. 
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REPORTS. 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 



The  Water  Commissioners  respectfully  present  their  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1877  : 

By  vote  of  the  Town  passed  April  9,  1877,  the  Town 
Treasurer  was  instructed  to  charge  against  the  income  from  the 
Water  Works  only  the  interest  on  the  outstanding  scrip,  ex- 
pense of  maintenance,  and  labor  and  materials  for  repairs,  and 
that  the  surplus  income  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  account 
to  be  in  his  hands,  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  shall  be 
paid  over  by  him  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Water  Scrip  sinking 
fund,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  the  payment  of  the  scrip  be- 
coming due  in  1885. 

At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  sum  of  $1,000  be 
appropriated  for  extensions  of  water  pipe  on  Oak  and  other 
streets,  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Water  Commis- 
3 
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sioners ;  and  also  instructed  the  Commissioners  to  extend  the 
four-inch  pipe  on  Warren  street  as  far  as  the  land  of  Mr. 
Curtis. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Selectmen,  who,  in  their  decision,  dif- 
fered from  the  Commissioners,  no  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  Warren  street  extension  appeared  on  the  Town  Records, 
and  the  sum  of  $1,000  only  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  exten- 
sion account,  and  no  charge  to  this  account  was  made  other 
than  for  expenditures  anticipated  at  the  close  of  the  year  1876, 
the  cost  for  pipe  and  labor  on  Warren  street  being  charged  to 
Water  Works,  and  paid  from  the  income.  The  books  of  the 
Treasurer  show  that  the  sum  of  $1,486.54  only  was  expended 
for  extension,  when,  in  fact,  a  classification  of  expenditures  for 
the  year  show  that  the  amount  that  should  properly  have  been 
charged  is  $2,277.41.  A  strict  adherence  to  the  conditions  of 
the  first  named  vote  would  have  added  to  the  sinking  fund  from 
the  year's  income  the  sum  of  $2,185,  instead  of  $759.43,  which 
sum  only  remained  for  the  fund  after  the  payment  of  $790.87 
on  extension  account,  and  $634.70  of  the  overdraft  of  1876. 


CUR  HE  NT  EXPENSES  AND  REPAIRS. 


Dr. 


Salary  of  Superintendent  

Collection  of  water  rents   

Inspection  of  water  supply  

Gates  

Covers  and  frames  to  gate  boxes 

Corporation  and  T  stops  

Service  pipe  and  plumbing  


$  500  00 


150  00 

39  70 
36  20 
24  72 

40  76 
71  92 


Amount  carried  forward 


$  863  30 
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Amount  brought  forward  $863  30 

Railroad  freight  and  express   8  29 

Trucking  and  carriage  hire   66  80 

Making  gate  and  faucet  boxes   16  90 

Grading  and  repair  of  breakwater  at  South 

Pond    78  41 

Lumber  for  gate  and  faucet  boxes   32  97 

Water  bill  blanks   24  50 

Nails,  white  lead  and  canvass   18  44 

Water  barrels,  tools  and  rubbers   30  80 

Blacksmith  bill   16  34 

Wheelbarrows   7  00 

Drinking  fountains  '   48  25 

Labor   623  43 

Shop  rent   50  00 

 $  1,885  43 

Interest  on  scrip   5,460  00 


Total  expenditure  for  the  year . .  .  $  7,345  43 

Bills  on  extension  account  paid    790  87 

To  Trustees  of  Scrip — sinking  fund   759  43 

Overdraft  Jan.  1,  1877,  paid   1,234  70 


$10,130  43 

Or. 

By  amount  collected  for  water  rents  $9,298  00 

By  amount  collected  for  shutting  off  water, 

labor  and  materials   232  43 

amount  of  appropriation   600  00 

 $  10,130  43 
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EXTENSION. 

Wrought  iron  shell  for  pipe   $806  40 

Cement   215  50 

Freight  on  materials   119  49 

Labor,  trenching  and  laying  pipe   862  93 

Gates  and  iron  gate  tops   107  80 

Teaming,  &c   56  71 

Carriage  hire   34  00 

Branches  to  pipe  and  faucets   51  58 

Surveying   4  00 

Storage  of  materials.  •  19  00 


Ce. 

By  appropriation  $1,000  00 

By  two-inch  pipe  laid  for  B.  K.  Curtis,  Esq.     324  89 

By  amount  from  water  rents   790  87 

By  deficiency.    161  65 


$2,277  41 


$2,277  41 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  is  herewith  pre- 
sented, shows  the  present  condition  of  the  works,  and  states 
the  localities  in  which  pipe  has  been  laid,  the  total  length  being 
4,782  feet,  of  sizes  from  two  to  six  inches  ;  all  cement  lined,  the 
confidence  of  the  Commissioners  in  that  material  for  water 
pipe  when  properly  J  aid  being  ifo  less  than  in  previous  years. 
The  duties  of  Superintendent  have  been  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, and  the  works  appear  to  be  in  good  condition. 
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EXTENSIONS. 

The  extension  of  the  4-inch  pipe  on  Warren  street  adds  to 
the  income  trie  amount  of  six  per  cent,  of  the  cost,  Mr.  Curtis 
readily  assenting  to  the  payment  of  this  amount. 

Application  has  also  been  made  by  him  for  a  further  exten- 
sion to  the  Clifford  House,  as  the  building  is  being  put  in  thor- 
ough repair,  and  will  be  open  for  guests  the  1st  of  June  next. 
The  2-inch  pipe  laid  on  the  old  road  to  this  house  now  supplies 
so  large  number  of  water-takers  that  the  flow  to  the  Clifford 
House  is  insufficient,  and  at  times  has  wholly  failed.  The  lay- 
ing of  the  4-inch  would  not  only  insure  a  constant  supply,  but 
would,  by  joining  to  the  2-inch,  give  a  circulation  of  water  and 
permanent  head  to  those  already  drawing  from  the  2 -inch  pipe. 

There  are  now  several  residents  on  Warren  street  that  the 
extension  would  benefit,  and  a  favorable  consideration  of  the 
request  of  Mr.  Curtis  would  also  give  additional  inducements 
to  others  who  are  now  contemplating  the  purchase  of  land  and 
building  on  tho  line  of  the  extension  asked  for.  Estimated 
cost  of  the  extension,  $1,300. 

As  instructed  by  the  Town,  6-inch  pipe  has  been  laid  from 
Summer  through  Oak  street,  connecting  with  the  2-inch  on 
Davis  street.  If  the  6-inch  pipe  should  be  continued  through 
Oak  and  Samoset  streets  to  the  main  on  Court  street,  an  in- 
creased supply  of  water  would  be  insured,  as  the  water  that 
fails  to  find  a  passage  through  the  8-inch  main  on  Summer 
street  will  flow  through  the  6-inch.  That  there  is  a  supply  by 
the  10-inch  that  can  be  made  available,  is  made  certain  from 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  continual  flow  of  water  through  the  2- 
inch  on  Davis  street  from  the  10-inch  main  on  Summer  street. 
The  Commissioners  are  unanimous  in  recommending  this  ex- 
tension the  present  year.    Estimated  cost,  $1,350. 
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NEW  BUILDING. 

The  office  of  the  Superintendent  is  so  far  removed  from  the 
center  of  the  town  that  considerable  inconvenience  is  experi- 
enced by  those  who  require  his  services.  The  workshop  is  small, 
and  the  yard  room  required  for  finishing  and  drying  pipe  is 
hired,  and  not  connected  with  the  workshop.  The  premises  in 
use  have  been  retained  from  inability  to  find  a  more  suitable 
place,  and  until  recently  no  land  belonging  to  the  town  offered 
a  better  location.  The  lot  on  Main  street  purchased  for  use  of 
the  Fire  Department,  being  much  larger  than  is  required  for 
that  purpose,  the  surplus  land  could  be  improved  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  office  and  store-room,  and  also  a  shed  in 
which  the  pipe  could  be  put  after  lining  until  hardened  for  use. 
A  building  the  cost  of  which  would  not  exceed  $600  would  give 
the  accommodation  much  needed,  and  as  the  rents  paid  last 
year  amounted  to  $69,  such  action  would  be  economical. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  frequent  and  unusual  rains  of  the  Summer  caused  less 
consumption  of  water  than  usual,  and  but  little  complaint  has 
been  made  of  a  short  supply  to  any  one.  The  greatest  difficulty 
experienced  was  caused  during  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
from  the  inability  to  account  for  or  find  a  remedy  of  the  fishy 
taste  and  odor  of  the  water.  In  some  cases  the  taste  re- 
sembled water  taken  from  a  newly-painted  pail.  No  reasona- 
ble cause  could  be  ascertained  for  this  unusual  change  in  what 
had  been  considered  the  purest  of  water  and  most  pleasant  to 
the  taste.  Desirous  of  learning  the  probable  effect  to  health 
from  its  use,  the  Commissioners  engaged  Professor  W.  Ripley 
Nichols  to  examine  the  source  of  supply  and  investigate  as  far 
as  possible  the  origin  of  the  trouble.    The  interesting  report  of 
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the  result  of  his  examination  is  herewith  submitted,  and  the 
assurance  he  gives  that  the  water  at  these  periods  is  not  un- 
healthy is  gratifying,  and  an  analysis  of  the  water  also  shows 
that  the  water  is  not  less  pure,  and  is  as  free  from  contamina- 
tion as  formerly. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  propose  action  on  the  subject  of 
increasing  the  head  of  water,  yet  we  would  not  have  it  forgot- 
ten that  the  question  will  soon  force  itself  upon  the  voters  for 
decision — the  yearly  increase  of  consumption  as  the  result  of 
an  increase  of  water-takers,'  and  the  laying  of  street  sewers, 
making  the  additional  supply  that  an  increase  of  head  will 
bring  a  necessity.  In  considering  the  subject  the  town  should 
bear  in  mind  that  the  income  from  the  works  is  such  as  that  no 
burden  will  be  laid  upon  them  should  the  outlay  be  made,  and 
if  the  just  claim  for  credit  for  the  uses  of  the  water  by  the  Fire 
Department  could  be  allowed,  a  sum  would  be  realized  that  in 
a  few  years  would  pay  the  cost  of  any  outlay  iu  the  direction 
of  improvement  of  the  works.  Nearly  every  town  that  has  a 
water  supply,  charge  for  or  are  allowed  credit  for  each  fire 
hydrant  in  a  sum  not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  and  in  most  of 
them  a  larger  sum  is  allowed.  If  no  other  considerable  outlay 
is  proposed  for  the  year  1879,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners that  the  work  should  then  be  entered  upon. 

C.  O.  CHURCHILL, 
S.  H.  DOTEN, 
13  EN  J.  HARVEY, 


Water 
Commissioners. 
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Result  of  Examination  of  Water  Supply. 


Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  ) 
Chemical  Laboratory,  Boston,  June  14, 1877.  j 

Charles  O.  Churchill,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners : 

Dear  Sir  : — Having  been  requested  by  your  Board  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Town  of 
Plymouth,  and  to  endeavor  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause 
of  the  peculiar  taste  which  has  affected  the  water  the  present 
Summer,  I  visited  on  the  11th  inst.,  in  company  with  yourself, 
South  Pond,  from  which  the  water  is  taken.  I  also  visited  the 
reservoir,  and  took  for  examination  some  of  the  water,  and  also 
some  of  the  material  which  had  been  collected  on  filters  in  the 
Town.  At  the  time  of  my  visit,  the  water  had  very  little  of  the 
disagreeable  taste  generally  described  as  "  fishy." 

Cause  of  the  Trouble. 

Chemical  examination  of  the  wrater  fails  to  throw  any  light 
on  the  matter,  or  to  show  any  reason  why  the  water  should  not 
be  perfectly  suitable  for  use.  Microscopic  examination,  how- 
ever, leads  us  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
The  water  in  the  pond,  or  as  drawn  in  the  Town,  was  found  to 
contain  a  considerable  number  of  green  specks,  which,  wThen 
sufficiently  magnified,  were  seen  to  be  vegetable  organisms — 
plants  which  the  botanists  call  algce.     The  greater  num- 
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ber  of  the  specimens  examined  were  of  a  single  species  of 
sphcerozyga,  although  other  forms  occurred  less  abundantly.  It 
is  of  the  growth  and  decay  of  these  minute  plants  that  the  un- 
pleasant taste  and  odor  which  have  affected  your  water  supply 
are  to  be  ascribed. 

I  should,  perhaps,  hesitate  to  regard  these  algce  as  the  cause 
of  the  trouble,  if  the  difficulty  were  peculiar  to  Plymouth,  but  I 
have  been  engaged  for  several  years  in  investigating  similar 
troubles  elsewhere,  and  many  such  cases  have  come  under  my 
observation. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  thing  for  the  water  supply  of  a 
town  or  city  to  acquire  an  unpleasant  taste  and  odor,  lasting 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  Any  pond  or  river  water  is  liable 
to  be  affected  in  this  way,  and  spring  or  well  waters  are  not 
always  exempt ;  in  fact,  most  towns  and  cities  possessing  a 
water  supply  have  had  at  some  time  an  experience  of  this  kind, 
and  in  some  localities  the  trouble  appears  regularly  every  year. 
I  do  not  say,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  every  case  where  the  water- 
supply  is  affected  can  be  traced  to  the  same  cause,  but  in  a 
number  of  instances  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the 
cause,  as  in  Plymouth,  is  the  multiplication  of  minute  vege- 
table organisms,  especially  those  belonging  to  certain  families. 
We  do  not  know  all  the  plants  which  can  produce  this  effect, 
nor  do  we  know  all  the  circumstances  which  favor  their  growth 
and  decay,  and,  at  present  at  least,  we  have  no  means  of  pre- 
venting their  growth.  It  is  possible  that,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  flushing  out  of  a  pipe,  or  the  increasing  the  flow 
where  the  circulation  has  been  sluggish,  may  produce  a  tem- 
porary increase  or  decrease  of  the  unpleasant  odor  and  taste, 
but  as  long  as  the  trouble  exists  at  the  fountain  head,  the  mat- 
ter is  beyond  the  control  of  any  Water  Committee  or  Superin- 
tendent. 
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I  do  not  think  any  plan  of  filtering  the  water  at  the  lake 
through  sand  and  gravel  would  accomplish  the  removal  of  the 
disagreeable  taste  and  odor,  for  these  are  due  ill  part,  at  any 
rate,  to  matters  which  have  actually  dissolved  in  the  water. 
Filtration  through  cloth,  through  sponge,  or  through  small 
filters  of  sand  and  charcoal,  may  remove  the  solid  particles 
which  are  suspended  in  the  water,  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  desirable 
to  do  this  ;  the  water  is  not,  however,  by  this  process  freed 
from  the  disagreeable  qualities.  The  odor  and  taste  can  be  re- 
moved by  filtration  through  a  sufficient  amount  of  animal  char- 
coal, and  there  are  certain  filters  constructed  of  this  material 
which  are  much  used  in  England,  and  to  some  extent  in  this 
country.  There  are  other  filters,  such  as  the  "  Spongy  Iron" 
and  the  "Silicated  Carbon"  filters,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
would  accomplish  the  same  results,  although  I  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  experiments  g  with  them.  Of  course,  the  ex- 
pense would  be  in  the  way  of  their  general  adoption. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from  other  places, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  water  in  its  present  con- 
dition is  likely  to  be  at  all  univholesom<\  however  unpleasant  it 
may  be  to  use. 

I  can  venture  on  no  prediction  as  to  the  probable  duration  of 
the  trouble.  Judging  from  the  experience  of  other  localities,  1 
should  not  be  surprised  if  it  continued  during  the  Summer, 
and  it  may  recur  another  season,  or  it  may  not  appear  again 
until  after  an  interval  of  years. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  peculiarity  of  Little  South  Pond  in- 
fluences the  matter,  as  I  found  the  same  condition  of  things  in 
Great  South  Pond,  and  know  that  it  exists  in  other  ponds  in 
the  State. 
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Kesults  of  the  Chemical  Examination  of  South  Pond  Wa- 
ter, Expressed  in  Grains  per  U.  S.  Gallon. 
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Little  So.  Pond,  June 

11,  1877 

0.0045 

0.0099 

0  93 

0.82 

1.75 

0.43 

Unfiltered. 

Little  So.  Pond,  June 

11       1  0717 

11,  1877  

0.0045 

0.0095 

0.93 

0.47 

1.40 

Filtered. 

Boston  Water,  June 

13,  1877....  

0.0033 

0.0087 

1.33 

110 

2.43 

Same  Kesults 

Expressed  in  Parts 

PER 

100,000. 

Little  South  Pond .  .  . 

0.007710.0171 

1.60 

1.40 

3  00 

0.73 

Unfiltered. 

Little  South  Pond . 

0.0077  0.0163 

1.60 

0.80 

2.40 

Filtered. 

Boston  Water,  June 

13,1877   

0.0056,0.0149 

•2.28 

1.88 

4.16 

The  somewhat  large  amount  of  chlorides  in  the  Plymouth 
water  is  due  to  the  proximity  to  the  sea,  and  is  no  evidence  of 
contamination,  from  which  the  pond  is  free. 


Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  KIPLEY  NICHOLS. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  Superintendent  Water  Works,  \ 
Plymouth,  January  1,  .1878.  f 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consider- 
ation my  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Works 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1877,  and  its  condition  at 
that  date. 
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First,  I  give  the  number  of  feet  of  distributing  pipe  laid  and 
the  total  cost. 

There  have  been  laid  during  the  year  4,782  feet  of  cement 
pipe,  at  a  cost  of  $2,277.41.  Of  this,  1,812  feet  was  four-inch 
pipe,  laid  on  Warren  street,  between  the  Clift  Road  and  Eel 
River  Bridge,  at  a  cost  of  $791.58.  The  water  was  turned  in 
the  pipe  July  26. 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  laid  in 
avenue  from  Warren  street,  at  a  cost  of  $324.89.  The  water 
was  let  in  pipe  July  26. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  laid  in 
Ocean  place,  from  North  street,  at  a  cost  of  $41.39.  The  water 
was  let  in  pipe  July  23. 

Eighty-five  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  laid  on  Allerton  street,  from 
Cushnian  street,  at  a  cost  of  $36.20.  Water  let  in  pipe 
August  2. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  of  six-inch 
pipe  laid  on  Oak  street,  from  Summer  street,  at  a  cost  of 
$752.69.    The  water  turned  in  the  pipe  September  29. 

Oue  hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet  of  four-inch  pipe  laid  on 
Robinson  street,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  feet  of  four- 
inch  pipe  laid  on  Mayflower  .-treet,  at  a  cost  of  $141.80.  There 
was  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  feet  of  seven-eighths  iron  pipe 
taken  up  on  Robinson  street  and  replaced  by  the  four-inch,  as 
above.    The  water  let  in  pipe  October  16. 

Nine  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  laid  on  Robinson  street,  foot  of 
Mayflower  street,  for  waste,  at  a  cost  of  $12.80. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  laid  on 
Sever  street,  from  Russell  street,  at  a  cost  of  $160.82.  Water 
let  in  pipe  November  27. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
twenty-five  ;  length  of  pipe,  two  hundred  aud  seventy-seven  and 
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a  half  feet.  The  cost  of  pipe,  $56.65.  The  cost  of  trenching 
for  the  same,  $31.30.    Total  cost  of  service  pipe,  $106.16. 

Whole  number  of  leaks  and  obstructions  was     22 

Defective  pipe   9 

Fish  '.  ...  9 

Joints   4 

Total    22 

The  cost  of  repairs  and  removing  obstructions  on  the  main, 
distributing  and  service  pipe  was  $42.87.  Of  the  leaks  and 
obstructions  that  have  occurred  : 

In  service  pipe  13    The  cost  of  repairs  $22  35 

In  two-inch  pipe  7    The  cost  of  repairs          14  67 

In  four-inch  pipe   2    The  cost  of  repairs   5  85 


Total  number   .22       Total  cost  $42  87 

Seven  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year,  at  a  total 
cost  of  $173.50 — one  four-inch  on  Warren  street,  opposite  Clift 
road  ;  one  two-inch  on  Warren  street,  Avenue  branch  ;  one  ten- 
inch  on  Summer  street,  east  of  Oak  street ;  one  six-inch  on 
Oak  street,  at  junction  of  Summer  street ;  one  two-inch  on  Bob- 
inson  street  for  waste  ;  one  two-inch  on  Lorthrop  street,  at 
junction  of  Court  street ;  one  two-inch  on  Sever  street,  at  junc- 
tion of  Russell  street.  The  cost  of  the  above  gates  are  in- 
cluded in  the  cost  of  the  various  extensions  to  which  they 
belong,  with  the  exception  of  the  two-inch  gate  on  Lorthrop 
street ;  that  was  set  at  a  cost  of  $22.05. 

Thirty-three  service  boxes  have  been  taken  out  and  replaced 
by  new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $29.70. 

The  paved  slopes  around  the  reservoir  have  been  repaired 
and  put  in  good  condition,  at  a  cost  of  $57.42. 
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The  water  course  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  from  Lout 
Pond  up  to  Lake ;  also  the  wharf  at  the  Lake,  which  was  dam- 
aged by  the  ice  last  Winter,  has  been  repaired,  at  a  total  cost 
of  $78.41. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year  twenty- 
three  families,  eighteen  water-closets,  six  stables,  seven  shops, 
three  bathing  tubs,  and  two  pastures. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  all  labor  during  the 


year  is  ...$1,486  36 

The  amount  received  for  labor  trenching  $260  31 

The  amount  received  for  shutting  off  water 

from  service  pipes     41  65 

Total  amount  received  for  labor   $  301  96 

Total  cost  of  labor  $1,184  40 

SIZE  OF  PIPE  IN  USE. 

Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to  Dec.  31,  1877  : 

Twenty-inch   51  feet. 

Cone   5  " 

Ten-inch  18,226  " 

Eight-inch   4,051  u 

Six-inch   5,420  " 

Four-inch   32,145  " 

Three-inch  ...   4,203  " 

Two-inch  27,574  " 

Two-inch,  iron   1,380  " 

One-inch,  enamelled  iron   520  " 

Seven-eighths-inch,  iron   855  " 

Six-eighths-inch,  lead   185  " 

Total  number  of  feet  94,615 
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The  number  of  service  pipes  attached  to  the  main  and  distri- 
bution pipe  are  992,  the  street  length  being  19,840  feet,  making, 
with  the  main  and  distribution  pipe,  a  total  of  114,455  feet — 21 
miles  and  4,575  feet. 

Total  number  of  gates  set  up  to  Dec.  31,  1877  : 


Ten-inch     7 

Eight-inch   5 

Six-inch   ...  7 

Four-inch     26 

Three-inch   2 

Two- inch  30 

One-inch,  for  waste  pipes   7 

Total  number  84 

INVENTORY  OF  STOCK  AND  TOOLS. 

Ten-inch  pipe   ...  22  feet. 

Eight-inch  pipe   .....  20  " 

Six-inch  pipe   36  " 

Four-inch  pipe  149  " 

Three-inch  pipe   77  " 

Two-inch  pipe   77  " 

Sleeves  of  all  kinds  to  match  pipe, 


Two  hundred  and  four  feet  1-inch  rubber  hose,  in  poor  condition 

Cones  for  lining  all  size  pipes  in  use,  from  2 -inch  to  10-inch, 

Nineteen  barrels  cement, 

Two  4-inch  gates, 

One  branch  3x4, 

One  branch  2x8, 

One  branch  4x6, 

Twenty  service  and  two  gate  boxes, 
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Three  frames  and  covers  for  gate  boxes, 
Eleven  f-inch  rough  T-handle  stops, 
Twenty-one  §  corporation  stops, 
Two  6-8  corporation  stops, 
Twenty-two  §  corporation  stops,  cut  inside, 
Three  4-8  corporation  stops,  cut  inside, 
Nine  picks, 
Three  crowbars, 

Five  lanterns — two  in  poor  condition, 

Eight  water  buckets, 

Nine  round-pointed  shovels, 

Two  square-pointed  shovels, 

One  long-handle  shovel, 

Two  hoes, 

Sixty  pounds  packing, 

Eight  yards  duck, 

Two  wheelbarrows, 

Two  pumps, 

Two  hydrant  wrenches, 

Two  corporation  keys, 

Twenty-five  pounds  white  lead, 

Six  pairs  heavy  india-rubber  mittens, 

Four  drills,  from  J-inch  to  L-inch, 

Nine  square  bastard  files,  12-inch, 

Seven  water  barrels,  Two  hods, 

Two  mortar  boxes,  One  tool-chest, 

One  caulking  iron,  Two  cold  chisels, 

One  hammer,  One  brace, 

Two  spanners,  Two  axes, 

One  broom,  Two  oil-cans, 

One  service  key,  Six  gate  wrenches. 

Yours  respectfully, 

R.  W.  BAGNELL, 

Supt.  Water  Works. 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


REPORT. 

Calls  for  help  from  the  poor  the  past  year  have  been  more 
frequent  and  pressing  than  we  have  ever  known  before.  Want 
of  employment,  or  the  the  means  of  earning  bread,  has  been 
their  chief  complaint.  The  Selectmen  have  furnished  employ- 
ment at  times  to  some  of  the  poor,  but  there  has  been  general 
complaint  of  want  of  work. 

The  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  been  made  very  com- 
fortable. They  have  had  good  care  and  gentle  treatment,  and 
food  good  and  abundant. 

The  poor  outside  of  the  Almshouse  have  not  fared  so  well. 
We  have  endeavored  to  do  the  best  we  could  for  them,  but 
knew  that  we  were  likely  to  overdraw  the  appropriation. 

We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  been  more  generous  to 
them,  or  rather  not  have  been  obliged  to  keep  them  so  frugally 

We  have  no  ambition  for  the  reputation  of  saving  the  money 
of  the  Town  at  the  cost  of  distressing  the  Town's  poor. 

Want  of  room  has  often  prevented  our  taking  families  to  the 
Almshouse,  where  they  could  be  made  more  comfortable,  and 
we  think  the  time  has  come  when  the  Almshouse  should  be  en- 
larged. 

We  have  entertained  one  thousand  and  nineteen  tramps  the 
past  year,  at  an  estimate  cost  of  $500 — an  increase  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  over  the  year  187G. 
4 
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The  Legislature,  we  are  happy  to  know,  have  the  tramp 
question  under  consideration,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  frame 
some  law  that  shall  relieve  the  country  of  this  intolerable 
nuisance—  tramping. 

If  the  Legislature  fail  to  enact  a  law  to  take  care  of  tramps, 
we.  recommend  that  a  small  building  be  purchased,  or  one 
erected  near  the  Almshouse,  in  which  tramps  may  be  housed. 

We  have  no  suitable  place  for  them,  and  it  is  not  safe  to  keep 
them  as  they  have  been  kept.  There  is  danger  of  fire  and  the 
destruction  of  life  and  property. 

A  small  building,  fitted  up  cheaply,  and  furnished  with  can- 
vas hammocks,  that  could  be  easily  taken  down  and  kept  clean, 
would  seem  to  be  the  safest  and  best  way  of  housing  them 

The  building  could  be  used  about  the  farm  for  other  pur- 
poses to  advantage,  if  tramps  should  ever  cease  from  troubling, 
and  tramping  become  a  lost  art. 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the  past 


year   $6,500  00 

Eeceived  from  other  towns  and  other  sources   1,265  85 

Undrawn  balance,  Jan.  1,  1877    521  22 

$8,287  07 

Amount  expended . .'  $8,779  45 

Amount  overdrawn   492  38 

Amount  raised  for  insane  poor   $2,000  00 

Received,  money  refunded   125  60 

Undrawn  balance,  Jan.  1,  1877   50  58 


$2,176  18 

Amount  expended   $2,620  88 

Amount  overdrawn   444  70 


Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1877   22 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1878   25 

Number  of  males.   15 

Number  of  females   10 

Number  of  inmates  discharged  during  year   4 

Number  of  inmates  died  , .  .  1 

Number  of  tramps  provided  with  food  and  lodging  1019 

The  ages  of  persons  in  the  Almshouse  are  : 


82 
81 
81 
79 
79 
78 
76 
73 


72  years   

51 

71  »   

 49 

71  "   

 45 

69  " 

 45 

68  " 

42 

67  "   

39 

65  "   

31 

54  " 

 28 

Insane  Poor. 

Number  of  insane  poor  Jan.  1,  1877   10 

Admitted  during  the  year     3 

Discharged  during  the  year   1 

Number  Jan.  1,  1878   12 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  current  year  $7,000 ;  for  the  support  of  the  insane 
poor,  $2,000. 

WILLIAM  H.  WHITMAN, )  Overseers 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,     I  of 
LYSANDTCtt  DUNHAM,     I  Poor. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  De- 
partment for  the  year  1877,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 
Cr. 

Appropriation  of  1877   $2,200  00 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1877   237  57 

$2,437  57 

Dr. 

Expenditures  in  1877    $3,079  69 

Balance  overdrawn  Jan.  1,  1878    $642  12 


I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  ensuing  year. 
As  some  explanation  seems  called  for  as  to  the  comparative 
large  expenditures  of  this  department,  I  would  say  that  Steam 
Engine  No.  1,  having  been  in  service  some  years,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  by  the  Board  to  have  an  examination  made  as  to  the 
condition  of  her  tubes  and  boiler.  The  services  of  the  maker 
of  the  boiler  were  secured,  and  after  an  inspection  of  the  tubes 
he  pronounced  them  badly  eaten,  and  that  a  new  set  was 
needed.    The  engine  was  sent  to  Boston,  and  after  removing 
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the  tubes,  the  boiler  was  found  to  be  in  a  bad  condition,  and 
that,  for  safety,  a  new  one  was  required.  In  this  connection  it 
is  well  to  say  that  the  action  of  South  Pond  water  on  iron  is 
very  detrimental — so  much  so  that  in  the  experience  of  the 
men  at  the  repair  shop  they  had  never  seen  anything  like  it, 
considering  the  number  of  years  the  engine  had  been  in  use. 
After  some  unavoidable  delay,  the  engine  was  returned  with  a 
new  steel  boiler,  copper  tubes,  and  a  tank  of  double  the  capaci- 
ty of  the  old  one,  which  was  needed,  the  old  one  being  very 
small — those  repairs  amounted  to  $840.  We  a~e  now  using 
water  from  the  Robinson  Iron  Company's  pond  to  stand  in  our 
boilers,  no  bad  effects  being  noticed  on  the  boilers  at  the  Com- 
pany's mill.  Both  engines,  with  proper  care  in  the  supply  of 
water,  we  consider  good  for  a  number  of  years.  The  expense 
on  No.  1,  and  the  fitting  up  of  two  houses  to  receive  the  engines 
at  an  expense  of  $50,  has  swelled  the  expenditures  to  the  above 
figures. 

APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  of  the  department  consists  of  two  steam 
engines,  two  hand  engines,  each  with  hose-carriages  ;  one  hook 
and  ladder  truck,  four  independent  hose-carriages,  two  force 
pumps,  and  two  hand  engines  in  reserve  ;  the  "Niagara,"  in 
good  working  order,  having  been  made  so  during  the  year  at  no 
cost  to  the  department.  There  is  in  use  3,300  feet  of  hose — 
most  of  it  in  good  condition  ;  200  feet  of  new  hose  has  been 
purchased  during  the  year. 

The  reservoirs  and  hydrants  are  all  in  good  order.  Two 
Ludlow  post  hydrants  have  been  set  during  tho  year  ;  number 
of  hydrants  in  the  department,  50  ;  reservoirs,  5. 

I  recommend  some  different  arrangement  for  supplying  the 
watering  cart  without  the  use  of  tho  fire  hydrants. 
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I  again  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  larger  water  pipe 
on  Fremont  street. 

The  houses  of  the  department  are  in  good  condition.  The 
subject  of  a  new  house  for  the  steam  engines  has  been  so  much 
discussed  that  no  further  explanation  seems  necessary.  I  just 
say  that  the  Hayward  lot  has  been  purchased,  the  cellar  built, 
and  the  Committee  are  now  awaiting  milder  weather  to  com- 
mence work  on  a  brick  house  of  which  the  department  will  be 
proud. 

MANUAL  FORCE. 

The  manual  force  of  the  department  consists  of  160  men 
with  a  Board  of  Engineers  of  five,  a  Chief  and  four  Assistants. 
During  the  year  the  company  at  North  Plymouth  has  been 
changed  to  ten  full-pay  and  twenty  call  members,  to  be  paid  by 
the  hour  for  actual  service. 

FIRES. 

Ther^  has  been  but  one  alarm  during  the  year,  to  which  the 
department  responded — a  fire  on  Main  street,  Feb.  17.  Loss, 
$2,675  ;  covered  by  insurance. 

REMARKS. 

Although  the  year  has  been  so  void  of  actual  service,  and  the 
enthusiasm  that  always  follows,  and  which  is  so  necessary  to  a 
well  ordered  and  efficient  department,  the  members,  and  also 
my  assistants,  have  not  lost  any  interest  looking  to  the  welfare 
and  condition  of  the  department,  for  which  I  tender  them  my 
thanks. 

SAMUEL  BKADFORD, 

Chief  of  Fire  Department* 
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TRUSTEES'  REPORT 
Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth: 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  herewith  present  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohas- 


set Railroad  Sinking  Fund  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Trust  fund  as  reported  in  1877.  $4,026  54 

November,  1877,  from  Town  Treasurer   1,500  00 

February,  1878,  from  Town  Treasurer   2,666  66 

From  balance  of  income.   481  36 


$8,674  56 

PAYMENTS. 

Chicago  school  bond  $1,067  50 

Ten  shares  Old  Colony  National  Bank   1,250  98 

Five  shares  Webster  National  Bank    550  00 

April,  1877,  for  Cook  county  bond    515  00 

January,  1878,  for  Old  Colony  Railroad  7  per  cent. 

bonds   2,207  50 

February,  1878,  for  Old  Colony  Railroad  6  per  cent. 

bonds   1,022  50 

February,  1878,  for  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  6  per 

cent,  bonds.   2,000  00 

Deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   61  08 


$8,674  56 

JNO.  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 

ISAAC  BREWSTER,  V  Trustees. 

GEORGE  G.  DYER, J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  22,  1878. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — William  H.  Nelpon,  Lemuel  Bradford,  David 
Clark,  Henry  Whiting,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Town  Clerk — Leander  Lovell. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davee. 

Collector  of  Taxes — Lemuel  Bradford. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon  Perkins. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor— Lemuel  Bradford,  William  H.  Whit 
man,  Lysander  Dunham. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners — Charles  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H. 
H.  Doten,  Benjamin  Harvey. 

School  Committee — William  H.  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stod- 
dard, Lemuel  Bradford,  2d,  George  A.  Tewksbury,  Fred.  N. 
Knapp,  James  D.  Thurber. 

Superintendent  of  Schools — Charles  Burton. 

Agaivam  Fishery  Commiteee — P.  C.  Chandler,  Augustus  Bob- 
bins, Jesse  R.  Atwood. 

Constables — Barnabas  Hedge,  John  Atwood,  Lewis  S.  Wads- 
worth,  James  B.  Collingwood. 

Burial  Hill  Committee — Selectmen. 

Trustees  Duxbury  dt  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund — John 
J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 
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Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — George  H.  Jackson, 
Nathaniel  Brown,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 

Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather-  John  Churchill. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — C.  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Selectmen. 

Suveyors  of  Highways — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers — J.  F.  Towns,  Nathan  B. 
Perry,  Lewis  S.  Wadswoith,  Stephen  Doten,  Lewis  W. 
Thrasher,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Charles  Raymond,  John  Court- 
ney, Joseph  B.  Savery,  Barnabas  Hedge. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish — Jesse  B.  Atwood  and  Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods— F.  B.  Cobb,  Henry  Whiting, 
Alanson  Thomas,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Thomas  Peirce,  Horatio  Wright,  Isaac  N.  Barrows,  Otis  W 
Burgess,  Truman  Sampson,  Barnabas  Hedge,  L.  T.  Bobbins, 
Ezra  Finney,  Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  David  Clark,  George 
W.  Cobb,  Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford, 
Benjamin  Ward,  Stephen  Doten,  M.  V.  B.  Douglass. 

Pound  Keepers—  At  the  Almshouse, Oliver  T.  Wood;  at  Chil- 
tonville,  John  Courtney  ;  at  Manomet  Ponds,  Hosea  C.  Bart- 
lett. 

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund — William  H.  Nelson,  William  T. 
Davis,  George  G.  Dyer. 
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VALUATION 




Personal  property   $1,405,564  34 

Real  estate   2,685,550  00 

 $4,091,114  34 

Valuation  of  bank  stock  taxed  by  the 

State  $  482,735  20 

Valuation  of  corporation  stock  taxed 

by  the  State   267,715  56 

 $  750,450  76 

Total  valuation  $4,841,565  10 

Decrease  in  valuation  in  1877  $79,346  21 


Number  of  polls   1,669 

Number  of  dwelling  houses     1,100 

Tax  on  poll   $2  00 

Kate  of  taxation  $1  24-100 

Increase  of  dwelling  bouses   27 

Number  of  horses   411 

Number  of  cows   409 

Acres  of  land  taxed  .   ,   49,637 
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TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT. 


Copy  of  articles  in  warrant  for  Town  Meeting  to  be 
held  in  Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  18,  1878,  at  nine 
o'clock,  A.  M.: 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  towu  will  accept  Chap.  186  of  the 
Acts  of  1877. 

Art.  3.    To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers. 

Art.  4.    To  choose  a  Water  Commissioner. 

Art.  5.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in 
Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  rivers,  and  take  such  other  action 
relative  to  the  same  as  may  be  necessary. 

Art.  6.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  committees  and 
officers  of  the  town  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  7.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  jurors  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes  and  for  disbursement  under  the  provision  of 
the  law  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
town  after  January  1,  1879. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  tnxes  which  a  Town 
Treasurer  when  appointed  a  Collector  may  use. 
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Art.  10.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  raise  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Art.  11.    To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  committee 
for  building  a  new  engine  house  to  exceed  their  appropriation 
in  case  the  same  shall  become  necessary,  and  make  an  appro 
priation  for  the  same. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  refund  to  Clark  S.  Ellis  the 
amount  paid  by  him  for  taxes  on  property  wrongfully  assessed. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
n n  ler  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  to  pay 
notes  becoming  due  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  renew  the 
sime. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation 
to  a  claim  of  Eveline  B.  Field. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regard  to 
setting  apart  a  lot  in  Vine  Hill  Cemetery  as  a  burial  place  for 
those  soldiers  and  sailors  who  served  in  the  late  Rebellion,  and 
who  would  otherwise  be  buried  in  the  common  lot. 

Art.  16.  To  Sv  e  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  toward  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Decoration  day. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  maintain  the  embankment 
on  the  Burial  Hill,  adjoining  the  land  of  Ansel  E.  Churchill. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 
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Marriages  Registered  in  Plymouth  in  1877. 


Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride.  Residence.  &c. 

Jan.       6.    Wilbur  F.  Keene,  of  Pembroke,  and  Anna  M.  Col- 
lins, of  Kingston. 

Jan.     11.    Alvin  J.  Gordon,  of  Newton,  and  Lucy  M.  Loring, 
of  Plymouth. 

Jan.     30.    Charles  Landry  and  Felicita  Picard,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan.     30.    Edward  H.  Thompson  and  Sarah  F.  Tedisco,  both 
of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Boston. 

Feb.      5.    Sylvanus  C.  Cox  and  Hattie  L.  Harlow,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.      9.    Charles  W.  Eldred,  of  Brockton,  and  Effie  J.  Hun- 
ton,  of  Plymouth. 

Feb.     10.    Freeman  P.  Kinsman,  of  North  Cohasset,  and  Mary 
E.  Kendrick,  of  Plymouth. 

Feb.    11.    George  Wolf  and  Lena  Fisher,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Feb.     11.    George  H.  Babbitt  and  Harriet  Picard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

March   3.    George  T.  Pugh  and  Henrietta  Macky,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

March  16.    George  W.  Holmes  and  Hattie  M.  Peterson,  both 
of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Kingston. 
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t>ate.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride  Residence,  &c. 

April   11.    Charles  B.  Harlow  and  Harriet  B.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April   15.    George  M.  Collins  and  Sarah  B.  Terry,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  at  Brockton. 

April  20.    James  F.  Kobinson,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  Ryan, 
of  South  Abington. 

April  25.    William  Williams  and  Angeline  Picard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May      6.    Reuben  Thrasher  and  Nettie  Chadbourne,  both  of 
Plymouth 

May      8.    George  E.  Saunders,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  D. 
Baker,  of  Dennis.    Married  at  Dennis. 

May     10.    William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth,  and  Pauline  C- 
Dill,  of  Eastham.    Married  at  Eastham. 

May     20.    George  S.  Whiting,  of   Brockton,  and  Alice  B. 
Holmes,  of  Plymouth. 

June    13.    Robert  L.  Simmons  and  Rhoda  E.  WTright,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June    15.    Edwin  C.  Sibley  and  Delia  M.  Perkins,  both  of 
^H'p  Plymouth.^  <?a^e  ->x> 

June    21.    George   S.  Atwood,  of  Kingston,   and  Angeline 
Holmes,  of  Plymouth. 

June    23.    William  H.  W.  Wall  and  Eveline  C.  Chandler,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June    25.    Edward  B.  Parker  and  Joanna  Downey,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June    27.    Charles  I.  Fowler  and  Pella  H.  Perkins,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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bate.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride.  Residence,  &C, 

July      1.    Russell  Atwood  and  Sarah  J.  Heath e,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth, 

July      7.    Thomas  H.  Atwood  and  Ada  V.  King,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July     12.    Frederic  J.  Mahler  and  Violet  Crozier,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July     21.    Joseph  P.  Russell,  of  Walpole,  and  Lillian  S.  Bur- 
gess, of  Plymouth. 

July     28.    Ephraim  D.  Bartlett  and  Hattie  R.  Dickson,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.      2.    Benjamin  I.  Picard  and  Susie  C.  Thrasher,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.     12.    John  H.  Cushman,  of  Brockton,  and  Maggie  Ryan, 
of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    15.    Nathaniel  G.  Lanman  and  Louise  F.  Bancroft, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    17.    Samuel  O.  Estes,  of  Weymouth,  and  Jane  B. 
Orcutt,  of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    21.    William  E.  Davidson,  of  Plymouth,  and  Lillie  A. 

Edgerly,  of  Leominster.  Married  at  Leomin- 
ster. 

Sept.    22.    Thomas  O'Brien  and  Mary  Dolan,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.     21.    William  L.  Chase  and  Lucy  E.  Harlow,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.     28.    David  L.  Pierce  and  Nellie  A.  Benson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride.  Residence,  &c. 

Nov.     10.    Charles  F.  Forbes  and  Mary  O.  Badger,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.     21.    Arthur  K.  Crosby,  of  Plymouth,  and  Ernie  C. 

Payne,  of  Chatham.  Married  at  Chatham. 

Nov.     27.    Charles  E.  Douglass  and  Ella  M.  Gibbs,  both  of 
Sandwich. 

Nov.     29.    George  W.  Griswold  and  Mary  S.  Bennett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.     29.    Arthur  L.  Holmes  and  Clara  E.  Bartlett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.     29.    Weston  C.Vaughan,  Jr.,  and  Ella  M.  Stephens,  both 
of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Mattapoisett. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


Your  Committee  refer  the  Town  to  the  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  for  information  concerning  the  manage- 
ment and  conduct  of  the  p.ublic  schools.  To  him  is  in- 
trusted their  more  immediate  care  and  supervision. 

As  a  general  observation  it  should  be  said,  that  the 
schools  the  past  year  have  been  well  conducted,  and  have 
met  with  fair  success. 

The  system  is  so  well  developed,  the  classification  and 
grading  of  the  schools,  in  the  village  particularly,  so  judi- 
cious and  well  defined,  that  the  machinery  runs  smoothly 
aad  with  but  little  friction. 

The  interest  taken  by  parents  of  scholars  and  the 
friends  of  schools,  in  their  success,  we  believe  was  never 
greater  and  more  apparent  ;  and  the  scholars  seem  to  be 
ambitious,  attentive,  willing  to  study,  and  to  appreciate 
their  advantages  for  learning. 

The  teachers  are  generally  faithful  and  laborious,  and 
each  year  their  services  become  more  valuable,  from  their 
larger  experience  in  teaching. 

Our  public  schools  are  in  good  healthy  working  order, 
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and  further  improvements  must  come  from  efforts  of  the 
teachers  in  adopting  improved  methods  of  instruction. 

In  each  branch  of  learning,  should  be  sought  t lie  best 
method  of  teaching  it.  and  the  effort  should  be  to  give  to 
the  scholar  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  taught, 
in  the  shortest  time,  that  be  may  pass  on  to  other  studies. 
Much  progress  in  improved  methods  of  instruction  has 
already  been  made,  in  many  of  our  schools,  but  we  be- 
lieve that  greater  progress  is  still  possible  in  the  same 
direction. 

Every  thing  that  is  reasonable  should  be  done  to  en" 
courage  and  help  on  the  teachers  and  scholars  in  their 
efforts  and  work.  Fault-finding  is  cruel,  and  should  not 
be  encouraged  unless  there  is  very  good  reason  for  it. 
Faithful  teachers  of  our  children  fully  earn,  and  are  en- 
titled to  our  respect  and  regard,  and  we  owe  them  our 
support  and  encouragement. 

Under  a  recent  statute,  we  were  obliged,  by  order  of 
the  State  detective  force,  to  make  change  in  the  en- 
trance ot  the  High  school  building,  and  to  construct  a  fire 
escape  at  the  Russell  street  school  building.  This  was 
thought  by  them  to  be  necessary,  as  additional  security 
in  the  event  of  fire. 

Two  additional  schools  have  been  established  during 
the  past  year — one  on  the  South  Pond  road,  at  the  south 
end  of  the  village,  and  the  other  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Town.  The  chapel  building  has  been  temporarily  used 
for  the  school  at  the  north  end.    Provision  should  be 
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made  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  a  room  for  this  school.  We 
recommend  that  an  addition  be  made  to  the  Primary 
school  building  at  the  north,  for  the  accommodation  of 
this  school. 

We  recommend  no  other  appropriation  for  special  re- 
pairs, except  for  enlarging  this  school  building,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  general  appropriation  will  be  sufficient  to 
defray  the  cost  of  general  repairs,  as  well  as  other  school 
expenses. 

The  expenditure  of  four  hundred  and  two  dollars  for 
the  alteration  in  the  High  school  building,  and  in  the 
construction  of  the  fire  escape  at  the  Russell  street  build- 
ing, was  not  anticipated,  and  no  provision  was  made 
therefor,  in  the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  school 
department.  Except  for  this,  there  would  have  been  a 
balance  to  the  credit  of  that  department,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  exhibit  of  receipts  and  expenditures  : 

School  Department  for  the  Year  1877. 

Amount  available  for  school  purposes  : 
From — 

Appropriation   

School  fund  from  Commonwealth  

Dog  fund  from  County  

School  books  sold  

Special  appropriation  for  outbuildings 
Sundries   .... 


$16,000  00 
279  51 
250  72 
810  78 
800  00 
6  22 


$18,147  23 


Expenditures. 

For— 

Teachers  and  Superintendent  $13,224  05 

Repairs  and  supplies.      1,252  28 

Fuel   599  32 

School  books  and  apparatus   818  46 

Care  school  buildings   437  44 

Horse  hire  for  year  1876    181  50 

Horse  hire  for  year  1877   172  75 

Special  repairs,  outbuildings   791  84 

New  school  building  and  furniture. .  .    267  00 

Printing  and  adveitising   38  50 

Incidentals   63  65 

Fire  escapes,  High  school  and  Russell  street  build- 
ings   402  00 


$18,278  79 

Amouut  overdrawn  $131  56 

Amount  overdrawn,  1876   176  15 

  $307  71 


We  recommend  that  there  be  appropriated  for  the 
school  department  for  the  current  year,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars.  For  the  enlargement  of  the  North  Primary 
school  building,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  WHITMAN,  "] 
GEORGE  A  TEWKSBURY,  | 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  2d,   !  Schod 
CHARLES  B.  STODDARD,    f  Committee. 
F.  N.  KNAPP,  | 
JAMES  D.  THURBER,  J 


REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of 
your  regulations,  I  herewith  submit  the  following  as  my 
annual  report: 

I  would  first  speak  of  methods  of  instruction,  as  the 
subject  seems  to  me  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  to 
which  I  have  devoted  much  thought  during  the  past  year, 
and  am  happy  to  say  that  a  considerable  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  method  of  conducting  recitations  in 
arithmetic  and  reading.  In  the  reports  of  past  years, 
dissatisfaction  lias  been  frequently  expressed  in  regard  to 
these  studies  as  occupying  an  unreasonable  amount  of 
time,  and  giving  results  which  could  not  be  considered  as 
satisfactory.    There  is  much  in  the  books  on  arithmetic 
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which  we  use  that  appears  to  me  almost  valueless  to  our 
scholars,  either  because  they  cannot  understand  it,  or  be- 
cause, if  they  could  understand  it,  they  would  gain 
nothing  more  than  arithmetical  ingenuity  in  working  out 
questions  without  practical  significance.  Quite  as  im- 
portant objections  may  be  made  to  our  reading  books, 
We  give  a  vast  amount  of  time  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
art  of  reading,  but.  by  too  great  a  devotion  to  rhetorical 
effects,  we  fail  to  awaken  that  power  in  the  scholar  which 
would  enable  him  readily  to  comprehend  any  reading 
that  might  fairly  be  regarded  as  coming  within  the  range 
of  his  years.  It  would  be  better  to  let  the  rhetoric  take 
care  of  itself,  and  by  all  means  to  secure  the  power  to 
comprehend.  This  failure  is  not  due,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
want  of  ability  on  the  part  of  scholars,  but  to  the  unwise 
methods  we  adopt  in  our  instruction.  We  place  books 
in  the  hands  of  the  learner  in  which  he  can  find  little  to 
interest  him — certainly  not  to  interest  him  powerfully. 
And  then  he  reads  so  little  that  it  will  take  a  year  to  get 
done  with  a  book  which  is  not  worth  the  labor  of  a  week. 
To  improve  the  character  of  our  reading,  I  am  increasing 
the  number,  variety  and  interest  of  the  books  which 
scholars  are  required  to  use  ;  books  which,  if  properly 
managed,  will  certainly  impart  valuable  information  and 
arouse  the  dormant  faculties  of  the  learner. 

As  to  arithmetic,  I  have  requested  teachers  to  instruct 
orally  all  scholars  just  promoted  from  the  Primary 
schools.    These  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  have  any  text- 


book,  and,  consequently,  must  depend  wholly  for  their 
exercises  in  this  study  on  their  teachers  who  have  their 
instructions  as  to  the  kind  and  amount  of  work  to  be 
accomplished  within  the  year;  but,  knowing  these  re- 
quirements, they  are  left  mainly  to  their  own  ingenuity  for 
the  rest.  However,  to  render  them  all  available  assist- 
ance, scales,  weights,  and  measures  of  all  kinds  have  been 
furnished,  which  are  to  be  used  on  all  possible  occasions 
to  demonstrate  to  the  eye  of  the  learner  what  has  hereto- 
fore been  addressed  only  to  his  ear.  In  this  way,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  teachers  will  become  independent  of  the  text- 
book ;  will  accustom  themselves  to  look  at  every  arith- 
metical question  from  their  own  standpoint  ;  will  teach 
with  greater  vivacity  and  intelligence,  and,  consequently, 
with  greater  success. 

WEST  DISTRICT  SCHOOL. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  children  in  the  West 
District,  no  school  has  been  supported  there  by  the 
Town  for  several  years,  but  instead,  the  children  have 
been  sent  to  the  nearest  school  in  Carver  at  the  cost  of  the 
Town  of  Plymouth.  The  distance  which  the  scholars 
have  to  walk  is  said  to  be  two  miles,  and  now  that  the 
district  numbers  six  children,  the  inhabitants  ask  to  have 
their  own  school  re-operied.  The  school  house  is  very 
much  out  of  repair  and  certainly  needs  attention, 
whether  the  school  is  opened  again  or  not. 
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THE  GURNET  SCHOOL. 


In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  School  Committee, 
the  school  at  the  Gurnet  has  been  kept  in  session  twenty- 
one  weeks.  As  the}7  are  entirely  cut  off  from  the  schools 
of  the  Town,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gurnet  and  Clark's 
Island  think  their  school  ought  to  be  kept  all  the  school 
year.  The  number  of  scholars  in  the  two  localities  is 
eight  ;  a  small  number,  indeed,  but  there  are  other 
schools  in  the  Town  kept  forty  weeks  in  the  year  that 
contain  no  more. 


THE  NEW  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

The  small  school  house,  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  size  of  the  two  primaries  in  South  street, 
has  proved  very  serviceable  in  rendering  it  possible  to 
make  these  two  schools  satisfactory  to  the  communities 
in  which  they  are  situated.  For  several  years  they 
have  been  in  so  crowded  a  state  that  the  teachers  were 
overworked,  and  unable  to  keep  order  in  the  school 
rooms,  and  still  less  were  they  able  to  do  so  when  the 
.scholars  were  at  play  out  of  doors.  Now  there  is  no 
trouble  in  either  of  the  old  schools,  or  in  the  new  one. 
The  discordant  elements  seem  to  have  been  separated, 
and  by  the  separation,  order  has  been  established.  A 
great  good  has  been  effected  for  these  schools  by  a  very 
small  expenditure  of  money. 
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MANOMET  SCHOOLS. 


Owing  to  the  location  of  the  two  schools  at  Manomet 
Ponds  much  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  by  the 
community  in  that  place  for  several  years.  The  Gram- 
mar school  is  central  to  one  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  Primary  is  very  favorably  situated  for  the  other. 
Those  who  live  south  of  the  Grammar  school  are  un- 
willing to  send  their  very  young  children  to  the  Primary, 
a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  Grammar  school,  but  urgently 
desire  to  send  them  to  the  latter.  The  consequence  of 
this  importunity  on  their  part  has  been  confusion  in  the 
work  of  the  school ;  for  while  the  teacher,  who  is  em- 
inently able  and  efficient,  has  had  as  much  labor  as  she 
ought  to  perform  in  attending  to  advanced  studies,  she 
has  been  obliged  to  instruct  a  number  of  small  children 
from  five  to  eight  years  of  age.  Of  course,  a  teacher  so 
variously  employed  throughout  the  day  cannot  produce 
the  results  which  she  might  easily  accomplish  if  her 
labor  were  properly  distributed.  The  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  to  do  her  best  work  is  not  the  only  evil 
resulting  from  this  faulty  division  of  it  ;  the  standing  of 
the  school,  in  the  estimation  of  the  older  scholars  sutlers, 
and  many  end  their  school  days  long  before  they  other- 
wise would,  had  their  pride  not  been  offended  by  the 
presence  of  scholars  too  young  to  be  their  schoolmates. 

As  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  I  have  ventured  to  sug- 
gest to  some  of  the  people  of  this  district  that  they 

G 
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should  use  their  efforts  to  have  both  the  school  houses 
removed  from  their  present  sites  to  the  field  about  one 
hundred  yards  north  of  the  old  factory,  burned  down  a 
few  years  ago.  Th  s  point  would  be  central  to  the  whole 
district  ;  the  small  children  could  accompany  the  larger 
ones  to  school  ;  each  teacher  would  have  her  proper 
work,  and  the  improvement  in  the  instruction  given 
would  amply  repay  the  cost  of  the  cliange  of  location. 

THE  NORTH  SCHOOLS. 

The  increase  of  scholars  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Town  has  been  so  great  that  it  has  been  necessary  dur- 
ing the  past  year  to  open  a  school  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  children  that  could  not  find  room  in  the 
northern  Primary.  The  number  seeking  admission  there 
was  eighty-two — too  many  for  the  size  of  the  school 
room,  and,  even  if  space  could  have  been  found,  too 
many  to  have  been  taught  by  two  teachers  within  the 
same  walls.  In  this  exigency,  the  chapel  owned  by  the 
Cordage  Company,  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  was 
obtained  for  the  use  of  the  school,  and  half  the  number 
of  scholars  was  taken  from  the  old  school  room  and 
placed  in  this. 

As  the  arrangement  made  with  those  having  the 
supervision  of  the  chapel  was  to  continue  only  long 
enough  for  suitable  provision  to  be  made  for  the  school 
elsewhere,  it  became  necessary  to  form  some  plan  for 
providing  needful  accommodation. 


13 

The  North  Grammar  school  is  quite  centrally  situated, 
and  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  two  extremes  of 
the  community  from  which  the  supply  of  scholars  comes. 
At  about  equal  distances  north  and  south  stand  the  two 
Primaries,  each  quite  conveniently  situated  for  all  chil- 
dren attending  them.  The  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  North  Primary, 
and,  therefore,  the  increased  accommodation  ought  to  be 
in  the  same  place. 

Various  plans  have  been  suggested  for  supplying  the 
needed  school  room,  but  the  one  that  seems  to  me  the 
best,  all  things  considered,  is  an  addition  to  the  North 
Primary.  A  room  of  sufficient  capacity  for  fifty  scholars 
can  be  built  in  the  rear  of  that  house,  on  land  belonging 
to  the  Town,  at  a  less  cost  than  anywhere  else,  and  with 
more  convenience  to  all  parties  concerned.  I  suppose 
the  expense  of  such  an  addition,  with  proper  furniture, 
would  fall  within  one  thousand  dollars. 

REPAIRS. 

The  condition  of  the  school  property  of  the  Town  is 
generally  quite  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  the 
roofs  of  two  important  buildings,  the  Chiltonville  and  the 
Russell  Street  Grammar  school  houses.  These  roofs 
have  been  in  a  bad  state  for  some  years,  and  I  think  the 
repairs  will  not  admit  of  further  delay.  I  cannot  forbear 
adding  that  the  Boor  of  the  High  School  room  is  also 
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worn  out.  It  was  made  of  poor  materials  and  badly 
constructed,  and  now  it  is  a  discredit  to  the  Town,  and 
an  annoyance  to  all  who  have  to  use  it. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  do  some  justice  to  the  teachers 
who  prepared  the  last  class  for  admission  to  the  High 
school.  I  consider  this  the  best  class  I  have  ever  ex- 
amined for  entrance  into  this  institution.  Fifty-two  pre- 
sented themselves,  of  whom  five,  unfortunately,  failed. 
They  are  bright,  intelligent  and  well  trained  scholars, 
whom  it  is  only  a  pleasure  to  teach. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  BURTON. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 


Schools. 


Teachers. 


Manomet  Grammar  

Manomet  Primary  

Cedarville  

Long  Pond  

South  Pond  

East  Chiltonville  

Russell  Mills  

Uliff  

Ellisville  and  Indian  Brook. 
Garnet  


Mary  Z.  Cornish  .  . 
Addie  B.  Holmes.  . 
Sarah  P.  McLean  .  . 

Addie  Bartlett  

Clara  M.  Hadaway. 
Susie  F.  Churchill  . 
Mary  A.  Morton .  .  - 
Judith  C.  Howland 
Clara  Z.  Blackmer 
Hannah  W.  Doten . 


40 

S40 

42 

30 

40 

26 

23 

17 

33 

36 

32 

25 

40 

26 

14 

8 

40 

26 

24 

18 

40 

26 

22 

19 

40 

26 

28 

22 

40 

26 

31 

24 

40 

26 

12 

8 

21 

26 

8 

6 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


Class  Averages  in  Examination. 

Teachers. 

gth  of 

School 
Veeks. 

ges  of 

Teacher 

Month. 

ole 

iinber  of 
olars. 

V 

u  a 

a  « 

|| 

S 

<v 

A 

ding. 
Iling. 

a  y 

a  .s 

< 

3 
55 

2  I 

Priseilla  Perkins  

.  40 

$28 

55 

48 

.90 

.99 

.81  .78 

Frances  E.  Hovev  

40 

28 

43 

31 

.77 

100 

.77  .78 

Delia  S.  Lanman  

...40 

28 

43 

30 

.85 

.99 

.82  .85 

Alice  V.  Blanchard  

...  40 

28 

30 

24 

No 

examination. 

40 

28 

43 

37 

.94 

100 

.84  .92 

Minion  F.  ( Jollingwood. .  .  . 

.  .  40 

28 

50 

40 

.61 

.87 

.72  .66 

Addie  M.  Finney  

20 

28 

29 

22 

.64 

.83 

.63  .46 

Sqphronia  0.  Morissey  .  . 

...  40 

28 

82 

65 

.67 

.80 

.55  .47 

Marianna  Hedge  

28 

No 

examination,  j| 

16 


SECOND  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 


Teachers. 

Length  of 

School 
in  Weeks. 

Wages  of 

Teacher 
per  Month. 

Whole 

Number  of 
Scholars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Class  Averages  in  Examination 

1          f          =  e* 
<          O          C5  m 

Pella  M.  Robbins  

....  40 

$32 

50 

43 

.63 

.85 

.74  .67 

  40 

32 

44 

35 

.75 

.68 

79  .77 

Julia  F.  Sears  

  40 

32 

39 

33 

.50 

.60 

.71  .50 

THIRD  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 


Class  Averages  in  Examination. 


Teachers. 

Length  of 

School 
in  Weeks. 

Wages  of 

Teacher 
per  Month. 

Whole 

Number  of 
Scholars. 

A-erage 
Attendance. 

6 
"3 
1 
.5 

•5 

Geography. 

r 

Readiug. 

bi. 

a 

a 

v: 

$36 

47 

42 

.55 

.87 

.81 

.89 

Emma  Davie  

  40 

36 

51 

44 

.71 

.76 

.77 

.92 

Clara  F.  Robinson  

40 

36 

28 

24 

.40 

.65 

.87 

.70 

Helen  F.  Ward  

  40 

38 

47 

36 

.56 

.78 

.76 

.85 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 


-Class  Averages  in  Examination. 


Teachers.         JL\  *j|  „|j  |f   f  £     |  |  s»    |     g  » 

to  sr!  S*S  II.  I  I    I  I  I  •  I  1 

Aaron  H.  Cornish...  40  $100  53  43  .88  .79  .74  .88  SO  .89  .78  .78 

David  H.  Gibbs           40    K)0  5i  45  .82  .72  .71  .77  .82  .93  .76  .80 

Gtistavus  D.  Bates..  40      60  47  31  .64  .65  .57  .87  .81  .83  .79  .7L 
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Results  of  Examination  for  Admission  to  the 

High  School. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL.— David  H.  Gibbs,  Teacher. 


Geography. 

History. 

1 

■5 

Arithmetic. 

I 

CO 

1 

3 
O 

S 
§ 

tic 

a 

■5 

X 

Average. 

Bertha  B.  Avevy  

.78 

.82 

.70 

.97 

.82 

.92 

.75 

.80 

.82 

Annie  G.  Atwood  

.78 

.09 

.02 

.70 

.72 

.86 

.75 

.70 

.73 

Alice  C.  Chase  

.70 

.00 

.53 

.77 

.08 

.93 

.75 

.80 

.72 

Lucy  F.  Godfrey  

90 

.55 

•.55 

.70 

.70 

.87 

.75 

.80 

.7  1 

'Hattie  Godfrey  

79 

.56 

.84 

.57 

.82 

.90 

.70 

.90 

.77 

Lizzie  W.  Harlow  

64 

.68 

.83 

.95 

.90 

.90 

.85 

.90 

.S4 

Lucy  M.  Harlow  

.87 

.78 

.91 

.95 

.78 

.98 

.85 

.90 

.88 

.70 

.70 

.81 

.70 

.97 

.75 

.80 

.75 

Mary  E.  Mullins  

.73 

.63 

.97 

.83 

.74- 

.97 

.75 

.80 

.SO 

Luella  Parsons  

.66 

.53 

.51 

.73 

.90 

.91 

.75 

.90 

.74 

Margie  Ka^an  

.65 

.55 

.04 

.01 

.84 

.93 

.75 

.so 

.72 

Herbert  W  .  Bartlett 

.87 

.81 

.07 

.57 

.90 

.95 

.75 

.70 

.78 

Harry  0.  Beckman  

.99 

.85 

.53 

.82 

.70 

.90 

.80 

.90 

.83 

Stephen  M.  Burbank... 

.94 

.79 

.09 

.81 

.88 

.97 

.75 

.80 

.83 

Harry  W.  Gobi)  

.88 

.72 

.47 

.95 

.06 

.90 

.75 

.70 

.75 

Frank  B.  Cobb  

M 

.83 

.80 

.83 

.84 

.94 

.75 

.70 

.82 

Frank  A.  1  )oten  ....... 

95 

.80 

.75 

M 

.80 

.93 

.75 

.90 

.88 

Emanuel  F.  fife  Henry . . 

.98 

.83 

.73 

.04 

.88 

.93 

.05 

.70 

.79 

J.  Brontes  Rowland. .  . . 

.87 

.89 

.90 

.72 

.80 

.87 

.75 

.70 

.81 

1  reorge  W.  Nightingale. 

.81 

.58 

.88 

.41 

.72 

.90 

.80 

.80 

.75 

Edward  L.  Webster.  .  .  . 

.91 

.79 

.75 

.83 

.90 

.92 

.75 

.70 

.83 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL.— Gustavus  D.  Bates,  Teacher. 


aphy. 

1 

d 
1 

tc 

1 

d 
1 

tj> 

o 

u 
© 

■ 
O 

Histoi 

Gram: 

Arithi 

Spcllii 

Comp< 

1 

(2 

3 

-3 
:» 

(2 

Averaf 

Fred  L.  Hodges  

.is 

.53 

.55 

.88 

.86 

.83 

.75 

.70 

.70 

.58 

.67 

.45 

.83 

.72 

.85 

.75 

.75 

.70 

.70 

.00 

.04 

.88 

.80 

.89 

.85 

.70 

.77 

Harry  F.  Swift  

.73 

.72 

.62 

.89 

.S4 

.76 

.80 

.70 

.76 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOO L.— Aaron  H.  Cornish,  Teacher. 


a 

1 

istory. 

3 

1 
2 

lithiuctic. 

i 

■ 

c. 

o 

d 
1 

§ 
E 

A 

■5 

■ 

_  as  

6 

1 
> 

< 

X 

O 

Oh 

■4 

Annie  P.  Brown  

.  .86 

.59 

.75 

.87 

.96 

.92 

.75 

.80 

.81 

Nellie  ( )'Brien  

.  .86 

.85 

.86 

.88 

.86 

.89 

.75 

.80 

.S4 

Grace  Dod^e  

.98 

.99 

.97 

.90 

.90 

.93 

.75 

.90 

.92 

Lizzie  8.  Harvey  

.  .60 

.65 

.78 

100 

.78 

.92 

.75 

.SO 

.79 

Lottie  M.  Johnson .... 

.  .79 

.64 

.87 

.97 

.88 

.94 

.75 

.80 

.83 

Georgie  Mcintosh  

SO 

.71 

.59 

.71 

.78 

87 

.80 

.90 

.77 

Marian  L.  Moiling  .... 

.  .97 

.81 

.83 

.92 

.78 

.87 

.75 

.60 

.84 

Rebecca  A.  Phinney. .  . 

.  .92 

.80 

.82 

.78 

.76 

.96 

.75 

.80 

.82 

Abby  J.  Robbing  

.  .87 

.91 

.90 

.95 

.70 

.96 

.75 

.80 

.86 

Katie  E.  Ready  

.  .89 

.89 

.74 

.95 

.80 

.94 

.80 

.70 

.84 

93 

.83 

.94 

.99 

.94 

.95 

.75 

.70 

.88 

Katie  Zahn  

.80 

.41 

.SO 

.81 

.76 

.77 

.70 

.80 

.73 

.90 

.42 

.93 

.80 

.89 

.80 

.80 

.81 

William  H.  Barrows..  . 

.  .90 

.91 

.67 

.73 

.62 

.93 

.75 

.70 

.78 

( 'harles  G.  Churchill .  . 

.  .96 

.60 

.74 

.65 

.72 

.79 

.75 

.70 

.74  ■ 

George  Fuller  

.96 

.92 

.90 

.73 

.82 

.89 

.75 

.80 

.85 

91 

.68 

.29 

.98 

.72 

.90 

.75 

.70 

.74 

John  B.  Washburn.  , 

.82 

.87 

.90 

95 

.92 

.90 

.75 

.80 

.86 

Colburn  C.  Wood 

.  ,92 

.81 

.60 

.92 

.74 

.91 

.80 

.80 

.SL 

Herbert  T.  Williams  .  . 

.  .94 

.94 

.69 

.86 

.84 

.92 

.80 

.90 

.86 

PRIVATE  SCHOOL.- -Miss  L.  Bartlett,  Teacher. 


s 

g 

o 

a 

fee 

it 
g 

bC 

S 

c 

4- 
> 

O 

< 

6 

i 

< 

Marv  S.  Dyer  

.    .  .96 

.89 

.S3 

.68 

.66 

.83 

.80 

.80 

.81 

Alice  W.  Davis  

...  .y6 

.89 

89 

.79 

.68 

.85 

.75 

.80 

.83 
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PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


CHAS.  BURTON,  Piinupal  ;  Salary,  $1,500. 

HENRIETTA  W.  HARLOW.  /  Accic+an+e  .  eals,ru  tl  tw! 
CARRIE  E.  SMALL,  Ass.stants  ,  Salary,  $1,500. 


RESULTS   OF  EXAMINATION. 


FutsT  Class. 


German. 

Geology. 

French. 

a  i 

.2  S 
Tr.  = 

II 

Composition. 

Geometry. 

Helen  M.  Beal  

.95 

.97 

97 

.99 

Q7 

.90 
.91 
.79 
.81 
.82 

.95 
.86 
.84 
.97 

.96 
.97 
.86 
.96 
.94 

.97 
.97 
.90 
.96 
.93 

.93 
.70 
.73 
.75 
.90 

.95 
.88 
81 
.89 
.90 

.72 

Lena  W.  Ellis  

11  an nah  B.  Harlow  

... 

.93 

.96 

.95 

.92 

.99 

.95 

Carrie  R.  Johnson  

.94 

.93 

.98 

.99 

.97 

.98 

.97 

.94 

.93 
.78 

.94 

.83 

.96 
.90 

.94 
.80 

Lizzie  L,  Manter  

... 
.83 

.65 

.96 
.84 
.97 

.96 

.98 
.97 

.95 
.90 
.94 

.83 

.96 
.91 

.91 

.96 

Helen  V  Piere.«  

.92 

.98 
.99 
.92 
.94 

.96 
94 
.97 

.98 
.99 
.84 

.97 
.97 
.91 
.94 

.94 
.95 

.86 

.96 

Emma  ,1.  Walker  

- 

-H 

.89 

.96 

.96 

.70 

.86 

Mary  T.  Whiting  

.79 

.94 

.94 

96 

.73 

.87 

.95 
.98 

.98 

.99 

.98 

100 

.98 

.93 

.96 
.93 
.87 
.85 
.79 

.98 
.95 
.85 
.92 
.85 

S3 
.82 
.41) 
.65 

.95 
.92 
.74 

.80 

.79 

.75 
.74 

.80 

.88 

.91 
.85 

.81 
.82 

1  .87 

... 

.84 

.81 

.88 

.66 

.90 

.82 

Frederic  A .  Jenks  

.88 

.95 

.87 

.60 

.83 

1  '*' 

.89 
.74 

.90 
.86 

.70 

.70 

?i 

Frank  II.  Lanman  

1 

.79 

.88 

.96 
.8. 

.96 

.90 
.83 

.96 
.83 

.76  .90 
.65  .78 

Samuel  W.  W  hit  more  

\ 
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Second  Class. 


£ 

5 

43 

'£ 
■~. 

3 

"J  3 

3 

be 

0) 

S 

!  U£ 

it 

© 

a 

> 

-J 

< 

■ 

Nellie  < '..  Atwoocl  

.86 

.88 

■ 

.89 

.94 

.80 

.87 

Nellie  C  Blackmer  

.83 

.82 

.76 

.94 

.60 

.79 

Emma  W.  Blackmer  

.92 

.94 

.96 

.90 

.83 

.9 1 

rVddie  Chant  Her  

.89 

.94 

.96 

.95 

.95 

.73 

.90 

Grace  D.  Chandler  

.'JO 

.i'2 

.95 

.98 

.93 

.92 

.93 

Arethusa  G.  Hayden  

.84 

.92 

.80 

.90 

.90 

.87 

Annie  L.  Holmes  

.79 

M 

.75 

.85 

52 

.74 

Anna  L.  Jones  

.95 

.98 

.98 

.99 

.99 

.98 

.97 

.98 

Isie  V.  Mn-tt  

.85 

.89 

.91 

.86 

.91 

.95  |   .  . 

.89 

Augusta  M.  Morton  

.9 1 

.96 

.88 

.96 

.96 

.86 

.92 

Elizabeth  raty  

.76 

.9«> 

.84 

.79 

.82 

.84 

.69 

.81 

Lilian  J.  Sampson  

.84 

.90 

.83 

.91 

.95 

.94 

.65 

.86 

Jennie  F.  Swift  

.90 

.94 

.91 

.93 

.99 

.96 

.94 

Grace  Whiting  

.74 

.61 

.86 

.68 

.75 

Hattie  1VL  Whiting  

.94 

.98 

.90 

.97 

.96 

.85 

.i>3 

Klmer  E.  Avery  

.95 

.91 

.93 

.98 

.!)] 

.94 

Arthur  L.  Bailey  

.86 

.86 

.83 

.82 

.61 

.80 

Frederick  Bartlett  

.95 

90 

.97 

.99 

.95 

.77 

.92 

Bertie  K.  Bartlett  

.86 

.7s 

.84 

.83 

.62 

.79 

Arthur  Churchill  

.52 

.77 

.78 

.9i 

.62 

.72 

Edwin  S.  Damon  

.55 

.69 

.80 

.72 

.92 

.74 

Elmer  E.  Dunton  

.70 

.57 

.74 

.85 

.89 

.42 

.70 

Herbert  L.  Griffin  

... 

.53 

.84 

.89 

.87 

.60 

.75 

Edward  E.  Hoxie  

.58 

.88 

.88 

.85 

.70 

.78 

Charles  M.  Oldham  

Anderson  Perkins  

.77 

.84 

.87 

.85 

^82 

.60 

.79 

Alex.  A.  Bobbins  

.67 

.88 

.86 

.81 

.75 

79 

Henrv  C.  Thomas  

.62 

.85 

.96 

.89 

.55 

.77 

George  Weston  
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Third  Class. 


Clara  Bennett  

Fanny  A.  Burgess  

Mary  Dickson  

Lenora  Katon  

Abby  Edes  

Anna  J)  Faulkner  

Lottie  Griffith  

Mary  L.  Heath  

Abby  Hinckley  

Jennie  Howland  

Mary  Hay  den  

Abby  Morton  

Nathalie  Morton  

Carrie  Leonard  

Augusta  Pierce  

Emma  F.  Richardson  . . 

Eunice  L.  Thomas  

Sarah  A.  Thrasher  

Mary  Wood  

William  Collingwood . . 
William  C.  Eld  ridge  . . . 

Arthur  P.  Fowler  

Ueorge  E.  Freeman .... 

Edgar  (lowland  

Harvey  L.  Janes  

George  Miett  

William  A.  Morton  

Ira  U.  Ward  


.87 

.93 
.93 


.87 

.84 
.88 
.83 
.85 
.89 
.89 
.83 
.87 


.£ 

•  1 

c 

O 

£ 

... 
... 

.84 

.08 

.95 

.96 

.78 

.90 

.88 

.82 

.82 

.85 

.92 

.78 

.81 

.88 

.94 

.75 

.80 

.94 

.94 

... 

.96 

.81 


61 


.81 


si 

s  1 

%  2 

o 

« s 

S 

.85 

.60 

.74 

.8'.' 

.70 

.(50 

95 

.67 

.95 

!m 

.84 

..'t 

.83 

.46 

.81 

.  72 

.64 

,97 

.88 

.75 

.95 

.93 

.92 

.98 

.94 

.97 

.  <  i 

.Oil 

.67 

.88 

.95 

.74 

.91 

.53 

.80 

.93 

.80 

.72 

.91 

95 

.80 

.96 

.97 

.83 

.97 

.96 

.70 

.74 

.61 

.75 

.95 

.96 

... 
.83 

.96 

.84 

.65 

.92 

75 

.84. 

.90 

.76 

.81 

.98 

.93 

.87 

.92 

.97 

.87 

.(50 

.85 

.65 

.55 

.88 

.69 

I 

i 

< 

<< 

.88 

.79 

70 

.77 

.60 

.79 

.82 

.8(5 

.76 

.  75 

.76 

.85 

.92 

.89 

.94 

.  1  it 

.85 

.82 

.63 

.79 

87 

.89 

.88 

.89 

.81 

.86 

.87 

82 

i 

.83 

.67 

.80 

.88 

.68 

.84 

.71 

.72 

.89 

.11 
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Fourth  Class. 


c 

3 

o 

nglisl 

ex 

£ 

"3 
hJ 

5 
O 

o 

PH 

s 

"5 

> 

< 

Katie  O'Brien  

.83 

.85 

.90 

.86 

.85 

.78 

.85 

Neilie  L.  Burbank  

.84 

.81 

.92 

.91 

.88 

.93 

.88 

Susie  E.  Chandler  

.95 

.87 

.98 

.95 

.93 

95 

.1)4 

Jennie  Ellis  

.92 

.74 

100 

.89 

.74 

.78 

.85 

May  Sherman  

.89 

.90 

.91 

.83 

.98 

.90 

Lueia  S.  Shumway  .  .  .  .*  

.96 

.99 

.97 

.97 

.91 

100 

.96 

Amy  Taylor  

.95 

.97 

.96 

Sophy  B.  Whiting  

.87 

.87 

.69 

.92 

.81 

Nettie  Washburn  

;;; 

.40 

.85 

.80 

.75 

.83 

.73 

William  I).  Bent  

.85 

.94 

.1)8 

.1)2 

\lbert  S.  Burgess  

.76 

.55 

.99 

.92 

.89 

.95 

.84 

John  Carleton  

,97 

100 

100 

.99 

.97 

.99 

John  C.  Damon  

.85 

.91 

.90 

.77 

.92 

.87 

John  Davis  

.73 

.93 

.93 

.84 

.78 

.84 

Charles  S.  Hadaway  

.96 

.93 

.75 

.81 

.86 

Herbert  Lawrence  

74 

.95 

.97 

.78 

.64 

.82 

Ernest  L»  Sampson  

.1)1 

.85 

.97 

.95 

.90 

.97 

.93 

Alton  Shaw  

i '  \ 

.1)5 

.87 

.91 

EXHIBITION 


OF  THE 


PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL, 


At  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  February  5,  1878. 


Chorus:  What  Delight. 

Latin  Salutatory. 

.Jennie  C.  "Whitten. 

Composition  :  Warp  and  Woof. 

IVEary  Cornish. 

Composition:  The  Milky  Way. 

N.  Florence  Pieroe. 

Original  Play  :  Le  Penslonnat. 

Helen  C.  Chandler,  Hannah  15.  Harlow, 

Hannah  B.  Kllis,  Lizzie  W.  Munter. 

Katie  VV.  Sampson,  George  F.  Dunham. 


Chorus :  Softly  Treading. 


2i 


Composition  :  Not  Genius  but  Purpose. 
Helen  Ml.  JBeal. 

Composition:  The  Strange  City. 

Lena  W.  Ellis. 

Composition:  A  Summer  Humble  in  Plymouth  Woods, 
diaries  1S/L.  Doten. 

Original  Discussion  :  Labor  and  Capital. 

Arthur  T.  Byrnes,  William  Langford, 

Catano  Fratus,  Frank  H.  Lanman, 

Joseph  C.  Fuller,  Shahnan  E.  Morton, 

Frederic  A.  Jenks,  Samuel  W.  Whitmore. 


Piano  Duett :  Grand  Gallop  de  Concert. 

Op.  22,  E.  Ketterer. 
IVIay  II.  Chandler,  Lizzie  *W.  Manter. 


Composition  ;  Music — Written  and  Unwritten. 
May  II.  Chandler. 

A  Reunion,  (Original). 


INTERMISSION. 


art  ^Second. 


Helen  P.  Loring, 
Lizzie  L.  Manter, 
Helen  F.  Pierce, 


Emma  L.  Walker, 
Florence  A.  Whitmore, 
Mary  T.  Whiting. 


Chorus :  Song  of  the  Seasons. 


Composition  :  Anniversaries. 

George  I\  13  unliairi. 
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Scene  from  Merchant  of  Venice. 


Portia,  Helen  M.  Beal. 

Nerissa,  Hannah  B.  Ellis. 

Shylock,  Frank  H.  Lanman. 

Antonio,  Frederic  A.  Jenks. 

Bassanio,  Catano  Fratus. 

Gratiano,  Arthur  T.  Bailey. 


Composition  :  Legends. 

Mary  Murray. 

Composition  :  Lady  Rip  Van  Winkle. 

TVTaucl  Spooner. 


Scenes  from  Pickwick. 

Tony  Weller, 
Sam." Weller, 
Nathaniel  Winkle, 
Seargeant  Busfus, 
Judge, 


Samuel  W.  Whitmore. 
George  F.  Dunham. 
Arthur  T.  Byrnes. 
Charles  M.  Doten. 
Joseph  C.  Fuller. 


Piano  Solo : 

«— Adagio;  Lieder  ohne  Worte,  No.  22,       -  Mendelssohn. 

b — Swedish  Wedding  March,  Sodermann. 

I^ie  V.  IVtiett. 


Recitation  :  Maud  Mailer. 

John  C.  IDamora. 


Scenes  from  Joan  of  Arc. 

Charles  VII,  King  of  France, 
Count  Dunois, 
Agnes  Sorrel, 
Raoul,"a  Knight, 
Joan  of  Arc, 


Schiller. 

Arthur  P.  Fowler. 
Alexander  A.  Bobbins. 
Addie  Chandler. 
George  F.  Dunham. 
Isie  V.  Miett. 


Chorus  :  Far  away  our  Camp  Fires  Burn. 

Recitation:  Through  Death  to  Life, 

El  i  n  i<M'  I  j.  Tiiomas. 


V  tLEDICTOKY  !  To-morrow. 

(  J :  i  i  ■  i  •  i  <  l  1 1 .  Johnson. 
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Words  by  Helen  F.  Pierce.    Music  by  Lizzie  W.  Mantek. 


Four  years  have  quickly  sped  away, 

And  we  to-day  must  go. 
To  teachers  kind,  farewell,  we  say, 

But  we  would  say  it  low. 
With  eyes  that  now  are  filled  with  tears, 

We  look  upon  the  past  ; 
The  joys  that  till  those  happy  years  — 

Oh.  would  that  they  might  fast  ! 

Through  all  this  life  our  Father  lends, 

Filling  each  cup  with  joy; 
Let  us  thank  Him  by  noble  deeds, 

Which  hearts  and  hands  employ. 
We  look  into  the  future  years  — 

Their  fortunes  none  can  know  ; 
But  whether  joys  or  whether  fears, 

'Tis  God  would  have  it  so. 

Though  vain  regrets  sometimes  arise 

Of  hours  we  idly  spent  ; 
May  we  press  onward  for  the  prize, 

On  future  good  intent. 
But  now  the  rapid  hand  of  Time 

Moves  swiftly  on  to  tell 
The  hour  when  bells  must  softly  chime 

That  saddest  word,  "Farewell." 


PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 


Helen  M.  Beal, 
Mary  A.  Cornish, 
May  H.  Chandler, 
Helen  Chandler, 
Lena  W.  Ellis, 
Hannah  B.  Ellis, 
Hannah  B.  Harlow, 
Carrie  K.  Johnson, 
Helen  P.  Loring, 
Lizzie  L.  Manter, 

Arthur  T.  Byrnes, 
Charles  M.  T)oten, 
George  F.  Dunham, 
Catano  Fratus, 
Joseph  C.  Fuller, 


Lizzie  W.  Manter, 
Mary  A.  Murray, 
Helen  F.  Pierce, 
N.  Florence  Pierce, 
Katie  W.  Sampson, 
Maud  Spooner, 
Emma  L.  Walker, 
Mary  T.  Whiting, 
Florence  A.  Whitmore, 
Jennie  C.  Whitten, 
Frederic  A.  Jenks, 
William  Langford, 
Frank  H.  Lanmax, 
Shalman  E.  Morton, 
Samuel  W.  Whitomre. 


Is 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


•A, 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  l  PLYMOUTH 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  January  1, 

18?  9,  |§§ 

TOGETHER   WITH  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOE  COMMITTEE 


afar  t»r«  isrs-g 


99a 


PLYMOUTH : 

AvHKY   &    I>OTKN,    S'l'KAM    l>OOK  PRINTERS. 

1  8  7  9. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE 

Financial  Year  Ending  January  1, 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


PLYMOUTH : 
187  9. 


PLYMOUTH  Pt/BL/C  t/BPy 


Abstract  of  Records  for  1878. 


Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  set  apart  a  lot,  in  Vine 
Hills  cemetery,  as  a  burial  place  for.  those  soldiers  and  sailors  who  served 
in  the  late  rebellion,  and  who  would  otherwise  be  buried  in  the  common 
lot. 

Voted,  Not  to  print  in  the  annual  report  the  •general  statistics  of 
schools. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  extension  of  the  water  pipe  on  Warren  street  and  Oak  street,  as 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  water  commissioners,  and  any  additional 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  for  said  extension  shall  be  paid  from  such 
part  of  the  income  as  remains  to  the  credit  of  the  water  works,  after  pay- 
ment of  ordinary  expenses  and  interest  on  the  bonds. 

Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  to  the  trustees  of  the  • 
sinking  fund  such  sums  from  the  income  of  the  water  works  as  remains 
after  payment  of  ordinary  expenses,  interest  on  w  ater  scrip  and  for  ex- 
tension of  water  pipe. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  town  be  presented  to  Col.  Leakder 
Lovell  for  the  faithful  and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  has  performed 
the  duties  of  clerk  of  this  town  for  the  past  twenty-six  years. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  exceed  their  ap- 
propriation in  the  erection  of  an  engine  house,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  charge  the  sum  to  contingent  account. 


Voted,  That  the  water  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay  a 
six-inch  iron  and  cement  pipe  from  the  head  of  the  Plymouth  Aqueduct 
Company  purchased  by  the  town,  from  such  point  on  the  Town  Brook 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  other  parties  interested  on  said  stream,  to 
the  Plymouth  Woolen  Mills  and  the  Old  Colony  railroad  station,  for 
watering  the  streets  and  for  such  other  uses  as  may  economize  the  use  of 
water  from  South  Ponds. 

Voted,  That  the  town  accept  the  proposition  of  parties  who  propose  to 
purchase  the  Plymouth  Woolen  Mills  for  furnishing  water  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  in  said  mills  for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  for  a  mill  not 
exceeding  twelve  sets,  provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred 
thousand  gallons  per  working  day,  and  the  same  shall  also  be  used 
economically,  under  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  a  contract,  in  writing,  by  the  water  commissioners  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  and  provide  further  that  the  town  shall  not  stipulate  to  maintain 
an  aqueduct  or  to  furnish  water  as  aforesaid  in  case  of  interruption  by 
accident,  or  for  repairs  on  condition  that  the  said  owners  of  said  mill  and 
their  assigns  shall  pay  an  annual  rent  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  cost  of 
the  outlay  for  the  said  works  and  not  less  than  three  hundred  dollars  per 
year  payable  semi-annually,  said  mill  having  the  prior  right  to  said 
water  subject  to  the  right  of  the  town  to  use  the  same  in  case  of  accident, 
fire  or  repairs  of  the  South  Pond  water  pipe  or  its  connections. 

Voted,  That  the  commtttee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  September 
30th,  to  whom  the  application  for  water  for  the  Plymouth  Woolen 
Mills  was  referred,  be  instructed  to  make  a  further  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  the  spring  of  1879,  giving  full  and  specific  estimate  of  the' 
cost  and  manner  of  raising  the  head  of  the  water  works  with  such  re- 
comendations  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  apply  to  the  Legislature 
for  an  act  authorizing  the  town  to  issue  such  additional  water  scrip  as 
may  be  deemed  advisable  for  payment  of  the  cost  of  perfecting  or  im 
mvmng  the  ofScienoy  and  rapacity  of  tho  Plymouth  W^ter  Works, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

The  treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct, 
and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1, 1878    $7,505  47 

Dog  fund  from  the  county   474  34 

School  fund  from  the  state   230  30 

Sale  of  school  books   707  79 

Armory  rent  reimbursements   382  40 

Almshouse  reimbursements    1,560  88 

Water  rent,  labor  and  materials   9,511  75 

Circus  licenses   37  50 

Dramatic  and  minstrel  licenses   62  50 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes   466  36 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  bank   375  00 

Agawam  and  Half-Way  pond  fisheries   172  50 


.  Amount  carried  forward   .  $21,492  79 
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Amount  brought  forivard   $21,492  69 

Bebate  of  interest     43  34 

Premium  on  loan  of  Plymouth  bank     50  00 

Fines,  violation  town  by-laws   15  00 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   23  22 

Sale  of  lots,  and  hay  in  Vine  Hill  cemetery   513  30 

Road  department  reimbursements   595  59 

State  aid,  refunded   2,802  54 

National  Bank  tax  from  the  state   2,598  51 

Corporation  tax  from  the  state   3,870  97 

Insane  poor  reimbursements   38  00 

Contingent  reimbursements   34  70 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   12  50 

Miscellaneous  receipts  . ,   48  00 

Liquor  licenses     1,137  50 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  loan    15,000  00 

Water  works,  extension  reimbursements   1,869  96 

Engine  house  reimbursements   1,136  27 

Non-resident  bank  tax   3,442  62 

Taxes,  1871   11  74 

Taxes,  1872   49  38 

Taxes,  1873   20  08 

Taxes,  1874   28  00 

Taxes,  1875   578  86 

Taxes,  1876  . .  1,066  53 

Taxes,  1877   6,732  79 

Taxes,  1878     43,426  48 

Fire  department  reimbursement   29  00 

Warren  fund...*   50  00 

$106,717  67 
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The  treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments,  as 


follows  : 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  rail  road  sinking  fund    $1,500  00 

State  tax   2,480  00 

County  tax   5,455  34 

National  bank  tax     3,372  79 

Vine  Hill  cemetery   317  27 

Widow's  distribution   120  00 

Water  works,  interest  on  scrip  and  extension   9,420  22 

Watch  and  police   1,179  60 

Treasurer's  salary   500  00 

Town  debt  *   5,415  07 

Sexton    125  00 

State  aid  ....                              ,   2,834  50 

School    18,233  43 

Koads  and  bridges  •   6,498  00 

New  roads   \   1,198  36 

Insane  poor   1,778  52 

Poor   8,530  33' 

Abatements  v   508  18 

Herring  money   232  70 

Fire  department   2,025  39 

Burial  hill   102  22 

Contingent    3,656  26 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   1,029  73 

Assessors    730  78 

State  of  Massachusetts,  liquor  licenses   284  37 

Water  works  extension   2,870  31 

Engine  house   5,817  19 

Plymouth  public  library   237  17 

Amount  carried  forward   $86,453  33 
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Amount  brought  fortvard  $86,453  33 

Collector  of  taxes,  salary    450  00 

Agawam  and  Fresh  Brook  fisheries   78  50 

"Warren  fund   113  27 

Trustees  water  scrip  sinking  fund   75(.)  43 

South  Plymouth  burial  ground   24  51 

To  note  to  state  of  Massachusetts   10,000  00 

Indigent  soldiers  and  sailors  aid   070  87 

Cash  on  hand   8,167  76 

$106,717  67 

The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows : 

Warren  fund   $1,031  60 

Town  debt   1,288  89 

Water  works   91  53 

Vine  Hill  cemetery  1   409  77 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   98  44 

Contingent   175  70 

Fire  department   11  49 

Insane  poor  *   264  78 

Roads  and  bridges   589  72 

New  roads   317  47 

Watch  and  police   '      58  49 

Burial  hill   55  21 

Poor   188  17 

Fresh  Brook    102  22 

Training  Green  fund   534  05 

Herring  money   83  40 

Widows   5  34 

Abatements   2,305  79 

$7,612  06 
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The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriations  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Schools   $109  88 

Assessors   59  78 

$169  66 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Water  Loan. 

Seventy  $1,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

June  1st,  1855 ;  payable  June  1st,  1885,  $70,000  00 

Twenty  $1,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 

Aug.  1st,  1864  ;  payable  Aug.  1st,  1894,  20,000  00 

 $(.)0,000  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Loan. 

Forty  $1,000  seven  per  cent,  bonds, 

dated  April  1st,  1874;  payable  April 

1st,  1884  $40,000  00 

 $40,000  00 

$130,000  00 

Temporary  Debt. 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

April  3d*  1878;  payable  April  3d,  1883,  $5,C00  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  savings  bank,  dated 
Sept.  16th,  1878;  payable  Sept.  18th, 

1883    10,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Feb.  3d,  1878 ;  payable  Feb.  3d,  1883,  6,724  65 

Amounts  carried forward   $21,724  65  $130,000  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward   $21,724  65  $130,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth   savings   bank,  on 

demand    11,000  00 

Note  to  H.  Sherman,  on  demand   1,300  00 

Note  to  Reuben  Sherman,  on  demand . .  3,200  00 

Note  to  A.  M.  Diaz,  on  demand   100  00 

Note  to  Emma  Davee,  on  demand   300  00 

Note  to  P.  H.  Haskell,  on  demand   500  00 

$38,124  65 
Engine  House  Loan. 

Note  to   H.  Sherman,  four 

years   $600  00 

Note  to  Reuben  Sherman, 

four  years  .,   1,200  00 

Note   to   Timothy  Manter, 

four  years  •   1,200  00 

Note   tu  Plymouth  savings 

bank   5,000  00 

 $8,000  00 

$46,124  65 

Undrawn     balances     of    the  several 

departments    7,612  06 

$53,736  71 

Less — 

Uncollected  taxes,  1871   $4  00 

Uncollected  taxes,  1872   7  25 

Uncollected  taxes,  1873   9  28 

Uncollected  taxes,  1874   28  20 

Uncollected  taxes,  1875   401  47 

Uncollected  taxes,  1876   1,944  67 

Uncollected  taxes,  1877   3,320  98 

Uncollected  taxes,  1878   12,763  42 

Amounts  carried forward. $18,479  2?  $53,736  71  $130,000  00 


a 

Amounts  brought  forward .  $18,479  27  $53,736  71  $130,000  00 
Due  from  state  for  state  aid 

supplied   2,834  50 

Aid    supplied    to  indigent 
soldiers  and  sailors,  under 

law  of  1878   670  87 

Cash  on  hand   8,167  76 

 $30,152  40 

 $23,584  31 


Total  net  indebtedness,  Dec.  31st,  1878  $153,584  3L 

Total  net  indebtedness,  Dec  31st,  1877   152,369  47 


Increase  in  1878  .•   $1,214  84 


By  reference  to  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  net  indebtedness  has  been  increased  the  past  year, 
$1,214.84,  and  the  temporary  indebtedness,  as  represented  by 
notes  of  the  town  has  been  increased  $5,000,  a  loan  having 
been  contracted  for  that  amount,  under  authority  of  the  town, 
for  the  payment  of  expenditures  incurred  in  building  the  new 
engine  house  on  Main  street. 

The  difference  between  the  grt>ss  and  net  indebtedness  is 
explained  by  the  difference  in  .the  overdrawn  balances,  which 
were  reported  last  year  as  $2,367.31  against  $169.16  this  year, 
together  with  the  amount  derived  from  miscellaneous  receipts, 
in  excess  of  amount  estimated  as  revenue  for  the  year,  and 
covered  into  the  treasury,  aggregating  the  sum  of  $3,785.16 
and,  as  an  item  of  uredit,  reduces  the  indebtedness  to  that 
extent. 
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The  sinking  fund,  as  reported  by  the  trustees,  now  amounts 
to  $11,432.27,  and,  in  estimating  the  liabilities  of  the  town, 
should  be  deducted  from  the  net  indebtedness  as  reported  in 
the  debt  statement,  $2,259.42  having  been  added  the  past  year, 
not  including  the  income  derived  from  the  investment.  The 
only  changes  in  the  loans,  as  reported  last  year,  is  the  renewal 
of  the  loans  from  the  State  for  $11,724.65,  and  the  payment  of 
a  loan  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  provided  for  by  a  loan  from 
the  Plymouth  savings  bank  for  an  equal  amount,  at  a  more 
favorable  rate  of  interest. 

The  amount  to  be  provided  for  deficiencies  so  increased  the 
appropriations  for  the  year,  that  no  recommendation  was  made 
for  any  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  other  than  those 
applicable  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  no  reduction  was  made, 
except  so  far  as  amounts  covered  into  the  treasury,  as 
heretofore  explained,  have  effected  it. 

The  expenditures  the  past  year  have  been  kept  within  the 
limits  of  appropriation,  with  only  two  exceptions,  —  the  school 
and  assessors'  departments,  —  and  those  only  for  a  small 
amount. 

For  the  first  time  within  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  the  over- 
drawn balances  are  such  as  not  to  require  an  appropriation  for 
deficiencies  or  largely  increase  the  annual  appropriations.  In 
view  of  the  desirability  of  reducing  the  temporary  indebted- 
ness, and  in  compliance  with  the  law  requiring  an  annual 
reduction  of  eight  per  cent,  on  certain  classes  of  indebtedness. 
It  is  recommended  that  a  payment  sufficient  to  retire  the  loan 
contracted  for  on  the  new  engine  house,  at  maturity,  should  be 
included  in  the  appropriation  for  town  debt,  and  have  made 
that  provision  subject  to  the  action  of  the  town. 
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With  economy  in  the  several  departments,  and  the  post- 
ponement of  all  projects  calling  for  increased  appropriations 
which  can  with  safety  be  delayed,  the  rate  of  taxation  may  be 
somewhat  reduced  the  present  year,  and  still  allow  for  some 
reduction  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  property,  which  must  be 
met,  as  the  continued  depression  in  business  makes  taxation 
more  than  ever  burdensome,  and  should,  if  possible,  be 
lightened. 

The  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  is  reported  at  $18,479.27, 
being  $4,275.99  in  excess  of  last  year. 

The  attention  of  the  town  has  been  called  to  the  matter  in 
former  reports,  and  the  selectmen  have  considered  that  no 
good  reason  can  be  given  why  the  taxes  should  not  be  col- 
lected within  the  year  for  which  they  are  assessed-  The  only 
revenue  relied  upon  for  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of 
the  town  is  from  taxes,  and,  sooner  or  later,  they  must  be  paid 
or  abated.  To  delay  is  only  to  increase  the  burden,  and  sub- 
ject the  town  to  all  the  risks  of  loss  which  the  changing 
circumstances  of  property  and  persons  involve.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  taxes  which  cannot  be  paid  when  small,  can  be 
more  easily  paid  when  they  have  multiplied  from  year  to  year, 
with  the  accumulated  interest. 

We  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  town,  as  well  as 
for  the  tax  payers,  to  collect  its  taxes  promptly  and  pay  its 
bills  promptly,  and  recommend  the  town  to  take  such  action  as 
shall  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes  now  in  arrears,  and 
hereafter  within  the  limits  of  the  year  for  which  they  are 
assessed, 
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The  selectmen  have  carefully  considered  the  requirements  of 
the  several  departments  in  the  list  of  appropriations  proposed, 
and  trust  the  town  will  carefully  consider  them  in  any  changes 
proposed. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Cn. 

By  balance  old  account,  January  1st,  1878,  $144  86 

appropriation   6,000  00 

interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes,     466  36 

rebate  of  interest   43  34 

premium  on  loan  from  Plymouth  savings 

bank   50  00 


Dr. 

To  interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  rail- 
road loan  $2,800  00 

To  interest  on  temporary  loan   2,299  09 

interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes,     316  58 


,704  56 


$5,415  67 


Undrawn  balance   $1,288  89 

There  will  be  required  the  present  year,  to  meet  the  interest 
on  permanent  and  temporary  loans,  and  loans  made  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes,  $5,456.00,  and  for  a  payment  on  account  of  the 
loan,  as  recommended,  of  $1,250.00,  will,  with  the  balance  now 
to  the  credit  of  the  account,  require  an  appropriation  of 
$5,500.00,  which  is  recommended, 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Cb. 

By  balance  of  account,  January  1st,  1878,     $992  13 

appropriation   5,500  00 

cash  from  C.  Holmes'  pipe    5  60 

reimbursement  from  new  roads   164  46 

reimbursement  from  poor   425  53 

 $7,087  72 

Tit. 

To  payments,  1878   $6,498  00 

Undrawn  balance.      $589  72 


« 

Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  $141.89. 

The  amount  expended  the  past  year  in  this  department, 
including  the  orders  drawn,  but  not  paid,  and  included  in  the 
treasurer's  account,  deducting  earnings  of  the  teams  in  other 
departments,  is  $6,049.90,  being  $165.84  in  excess  of  payments 
last  year. 

Unusual  expenditures  have  been  incurred  in  the  widening  of 
Vernon  street,  extending  the  concrete  gutter  to  Main  street, 
and  in  the  change  of  grade  and  concreting  the  sidewalk  on 
Spring  Hill ;  in  all  costing  some  three  hundred  and  twenty-live 
dollars.  A  considerable  amount  has  also  been  expended  for 
repairs  and  renewal  of  fences  on  the  Rocky  Hill  and  other 
roads  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  village,  and  covering  and 
raising  several  of  the  bridges  in  the  south  and  central  portions 
of  the  town,  including  drainage. 

The  condition  of  the  roads  have  steadily  improved  since  the 
present  system  was  adopted,  and  it  is  believed  they  are  now  in 
better  condition  than  at  any  previous  time. 
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During  the  past  few  years  a  large  quantity  of  drain  pipe  has 
been  used  in  providing  drainage  for  street  crossings,  and  for 
conducting  the  water  under  ground  at  convenient  distances, 
and  away  from  the  travelled  portions  of  the  road,  which  has 
materially  added  to  the  expenses. 

The  improvements,  in  general,  having  been  permanent,  very 
little  will  be  required  in  this  direction  the  coming  year,  and  it 
is  anticipated,  unless  some  unlooked  for  expenditure  is 
required,  or  a  larger  amount  than  usual  expended  for  removal 
of  snow,  a  less  sum  will  be  required  the  present  year,  to 
continue  the  improvements  and  keep  the  roads  up  to  the 
requirements  of  public  travel  over  them. 

The  property  of  the  town,  in  teams  and  equipments,  have 
been  kept  in  order,  and  are  in  every  respect  well  adapted  to  the 
work  required  of  them,  and  creditable  to  the  department. 

An  appropriation  of  $5,500.00  for  the  current  year  is 
recommended. 


NEW  ROADS. 


Cr. 


By  balance  December  31st,  1877 
appropriation  


$15  83 
1,500  00 


$1,515  83 


Db. 


To  payments  in  1878 
Undrawn  — 


$1,198  36 


$317  47 


Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  $8,4§< 
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The  amount  expended  for  the  year,  including  the  orders 
drawn  and  not  paid,  is  $1,203.81,  all  of  which  has  been  expend- 
ed on  Allerton  street  and  the  grounds  in  connection  with  the 
monument.  There  had  been  previously  paid  $2,148.11,  making 
the  whole  expenditure  up  to  December  31st,  1878,  $3,351.92. 

The  town  appropriated  in  1877  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  amount  to  be  expended  within  a  period  of  three  years. 
There  will  remain  to  be  expended  of  the  appropriation  $1,648.C8, 
should  the  town  not  desire  the  full  amount  expended  the 
present  year,  the  appropriation  can  be  reduced. 

Allerton  street,  from  its  commencement  at  Samoset  street  to 
its  juuction  with  Court  street,  has  been  nearly  graded,  and  a 
portion  has  been  nearly  completed  and  provided  with  concrete 
gutters.  It  will  be  economy,  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring, 
to  continue  them  over  the  filled  portions  of  the  road,  in  order 
to  save  the  embankment  from  damage  caused  by  washing  in 
heavy  rains,  and  to  allow  them  to  be  soiled  and  seeded  before 
the  summer  drought.  A  portion  of  the  appropriation,  only, 
will  be  needed  to  complete  the  road,  with  the  improvements 
needed  from  Samoset  to  Court  street.  The  balance  will  be 
expended  on  the  connecting  road  encircling  the  monument. 

It  is  hoped  that  some  change  will  be  made  in  the  plans  for 
grading  between  the  monument  and  the  road,  and  that  a  grad- 
ual'slope  will  be  adopted,  instead  of  the  steep  embankments 
under  the  present  plan,  which,  to  many,  is  believed  to  be 
impracticable,  and  cannot  be  maintained  and  kept  in  good  con- 
dition in  such  an  exposed  location,  subject,  as  it  would  be,  to 
drought  in  summer  and  washing  from  heavy  rains  in  the  fall 
and  winter  months,  without  continued  care  and  expense,  and 
would,  in  many  respects,  be  obviated  by  the  change. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,400  is  recommended. 
2 
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WATER  WORKS. 

Cr. 

By  receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials  . .    $9,511  75 

Dr. 

To  interest  on  scrip,  and  expenses  of 

management  and  repairs   $7,693  55 

To  balance,  extension  account   1,726  67 

  9,420  22 


Undrawn   $91  53 

Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  $12.57. 

The  income  from  water  works  the  past  year  shows  that  there 
has  been  eighteen  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents  less  collected 
than  in  1877,  which  is  more  than  offset  by  the  amount  of  rents 
in  arrears  and  uncollected.  Some  five  hundred  dollars  against 
three  hundred  and  fifty  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  previous 
year,  and  indicates  an  increase  in  the  takers  and  an  addition  to 
the  income  of  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  during  the  year. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  forty-three 
cents,  was  taken  by  the  trustees  of  the  water  scrip's  fund, 
under  a  vote  of  the  town,  passed  in  1877,  appropriating  any 
balance  of  income  remaining  to  the  credit  of  water  works,  in 
the  treasurer's  hands  at  the  close  of  his  accounts  each  year. 

The  action  of  the  town  at  its  annual  meeting,  in  allowing  the 
commissioners  to  charge  against  the  income  of  the  works  the 
balance  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  making  extensions 
authorized  at  the  annual  meeting,  has  absorbed  the  income, 
and  nothing  remains  to  be  added  to  the  sinking  fund  the  pres- 
ent year. 
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The  selectmen  feel  that  it  is  important  that  some  addition 
should  annually  be  made  to  the  sinking  fund,  in  view  of  the 
maturity  of  the  bonds  at  an  early  day,  and  recommend  that  the 
income  from  water  works  should  not  be  drawn  upon  for  its  full 
amount  to  aid  projects  which  the  town  would  not  otherwise  be 
be  inclined  to  grant,  or  assess  themselves  to  pay  for. 

Upon  an  application  from  the  woolen  mills  for  a  supply  of 
water  for  manufacturing  purposes,  the  town  at  a  special  meet- 
ing authorized  the  commissioners  to  lay  a  pipe  from  Deep  Wa- 
ter bridge  to  their  mill,  but  made  no  appropriation  to  provide 
for  it.  It  will  become  necessary  to  make  some  provision  to 
meet  the  expenditure,  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  treasurer  be  authorized,  under  direction  of  the 
selectmen,  to  loan  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars, 
for  a  term  of  five  years  with  liberty  to  make  an  annual  pay- 
ment sufficient  to  retire  the  loan  at  maturity,  and  the  payment 
to  be  charged  against  the  income  of  the  works. 

The  commissioners'  and  superintendent's  report  will  give 
the  result,  in  detail,  of  the  operations  of  the  year. 


SCHOOLS. 

Cb. 

By  Massachusetts  school  fund  

one  half  dog  fund  

appropriation  

appropriation  for  deficiencies  

books  sold  


$236  30 

237  17 
16,900  00 

350  00 

707  79 
 $18,431  26 


20 


By  amount  to  the  credit  of  schools   $18,431  36 

Dr. 

To  pay  of  teachers  and  superintendent. .  $13,698  60 

repairs  and  care  of  buildings   1,461  63 

enlarging  school  houses  and  furniture 

for  same   1,066  33 

fuel   625  02 

books  and  aparatus    1,068  57 

horse  hire   193  00 

printing  and  incidentals   120  28 

overdrawn  balance   307  71 

 $18,541  14 

Overdrawn   $109  88 

The  expenditures,  on  account  of  schoojs,  show  an  increase  as 


compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  $45.36,  but  as  the  enlarg- 
ing and  furnishing  of  new  school  houses  are  included  in  the 
expenditures  of  both  years,  the  comparisons  are  of  little  value 
in  determining  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  department.  The 
item  of  salaries  has  increased  from  $13,244.05,  in  1877,  to 
$13,698.60,  in  1878.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no 
reduction  can  be  made  in  the  expenses.  The  necessity  of 
reducing  expenses,  and  the  effort  made  in  other  towns  and 
cities  in  that  direction,  by  appointing  committees  to  confer 
with  the  school  committee,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  any 
reduction  can  be  made  in  the  salaries  or  other  expenses,  might 
be  of  service  to  the  town,  and  the  selectmen  would  recommend 
that  the  town  appoint  such  a  committee,  at  the  annual  meeting 
to  report  the  result  of  their  investigation  and  recommendations 
at  the  adjourned  meeting  in  April. 
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CONTINGENT. 

CR. 

By  undrawn  balance,  December  31st,  1877,  $414  86 

appropriation   3,000  00 

armory  rent  reimbursement   382  40 

sewor  right  from  estate  of  Isaac  Hedge,  25  00 

drain  pipe  sold   7  20 

sundries.   2  50 

 $3,831  96 

Dr. 

Paid- 
Asa  Kendrick,  labor  on  sewers   $18  59 

John  Atwood,  serving  warrants,  <fcc   56  50 

George  H.  Harlow,  labor  on  sewer    3  00 

Henry  Whiting,  fire  on  beach   1  00 

William  H.  Morton,  fence  on  Burial  hill,  36  70 

D.  W.  Andrews,  bill  printing   45  75 

Carter,  Densmore  <fc  Co.,  ink   1  50 

S.  H.  Doten,  armory  rent   325  00 

Kate  Williams,  cleaning  town  offices.  ...  3  41 

Clement  Bates,  care  of  town  house   5  00 

Leander  Lovell,  town  clerk,  fees   189  20 

I.  L.  Wood,  repairs  on  town  house   4  54 

B.  O.  Strong,  carpet  for  town  offices   112  86 

J.  B.  Wilson,  labor  on  town  house   13  45 

Decoration  day   125  00 

Freeman  Manter,  serving  notices   '\  00 

Estate  of  II.  Tomlinson,  book  case   20  00 

Amounts  carried  forward   $964  50  $3,831  96 
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Amounts  brought  forward  $  964  50   $3,831  9G 

Paid- 
Clark  S.  Ellis,  tax  refunded   13  76 

G.  W.Wood  and  George  Blanchard, damage 

on  highway   37  00 

J.  Cox,  Boston  directory   5  00 

C.  F.  Bradford,  labor  on  desks,  &c   11  3G 

E.  Bobbins,  whitewashing  town  offices  ...  5  00 

Gas  Co.,  gas  bill  for  town  house   32  81 

He  man  C.  Bobbins,  labor  on  drinking 

fountain   1  00 

William  Allen,  books  and  binding               *  10  80 

Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  preparing  register  of 

voters    30  00 

Samuel  Bickard,  posting  notices   1  30 

Tax,  town  of  Carver,   3  50 

Fuel  and  light  for  armory   31  25 

J.  B.  Oldham,  papering  and  painting  treas- 
urer's room   6  30 

Charles  Baymond,  returning  deaths   32  25 

William  B.  Drew,  sundries   15  65 

Tax,  town  of  Kingston    2  16 

Charles  G.  Davis,  rent  of  hall   65  00 

Harlow  &  Bailey,  sundries   7  38 

Isaac  Brewster,  bell  rope   3  15 

H.  L.  Holbrook,  returning  deaths   5  75 

Plymouth  Mills,  iron  work  for  tree  in 

Town  square   4  63 

Avery  &  Doten,  bill  for  printing,  and  town 

reports   323  85 

Expenses,  board  of  health   81  72 

Amounts  carried  forward  $1,695  12    $3,831  96 
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Amounts  brought  forward  $1,695  12  $3,831  96 

Paid— 


41 

85 

45 

75 

I.  Barrows,  putting  up  guide  boards  .  ... 

1 

00 

4 

50 

2 

55 

J3aK6I  (X,   VV  JlhOIJ,  hlOOK  dlltl  ItlUUL  IUI  lUWIl 

house   

7 

87 

Envelopes,  stamps,  &c.   

69 

51 

Stationery   

19 

62 

44 

03 

Services  as  selectmen  — 

TTT'  11  *               TT     "\T  .  1  

UU 

200 

00 

Charles  B.  Stoddard   

75 

00 

75 

00 

David  Clark  

75 

00 

$2,556 

80 

Balance  of  new  engine   house  account, 

1,099 

46 

$3,656  26 


Undrawn   $175  70 

The  expenditures  in  this  department  have  been  $1,016.05  less 
than  last  year,  being  $2,556.80  against  $3,572.85  last  year. 

There  has  been  expended  in  refittiug  the  rooms  occupied  for 
town  offices,  in  renewal  of  carpets,  painting,  and  other  work 
required  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  treasurer,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  a  book  case  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  selectmen, 
$168.97. 
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At  the  annual  meeting  the  town  authorized  the  building 
committee,  in  anticipation  that  the  appropriation  would  be 
insufficient  for  the  completion  and  furnishing  the  new  engine 
house,  to  draw  from  the  contingent  fund  an  amount  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars.  The  balance  has  exceeded 
the  sum  $99.46,  and  will  be  further  explained  in  their  report. 

An  appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  current 
year  is  recommended. 


POOR. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency   $650  00 

appropriation   7,000  00 

reimbursements   1,560  88 

 $9,210  88 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $492  38 

payments  in  1878   8,530  33 

 $9,022  71 

Undrawn  balance .    $188  17 

Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  123.63. 

The  amount  expended  for  support  of  the  poor  and  alms- 
house department,  including  the  orders  drawn,  but  not  paid,  is 
$8,553.96  ;  deducting  reimbursement  for  aid  furnished  to  those 
whose  settlement  is  in  other  towns,  but  living  here,  viz. ; 
$1,560.88,  makes  the  net  expenditure,  $6,993.08,  and  $520.52 
less  than  last  year. 
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The  iow  prices  for  most  of  the  necessary  articles  has  con- 
tributed to  the  difference  in  expenditures  ;  but  the  overseers 
report  that  the  number  requiring  aid  is  increasing,  rather  than 
diminishing,  and  ask  for  the  same  appropriation  as  last  j7ear, 
viz.:  seven  thousand  dollars. 


INSANE  POOR. 

Cb. 

By  appropriation     $2,000  00 

appropriation  for  deficiency   450  00 

reimbursements  '   38  00 

 $2,488  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $444  70 

payments  to  Taunton  insane  hospital,  1,528  45 
payments  to  Worcester  insane  hospital,       197  77 

payments  to  E.  M.  Whiting   52  00 

 $2,223  32 

Undrawn  balance   $204  G8 


There  are  at  present  eight  persons  in  the  hospitals  sup- 
ported by  the  town,  being  four  less  than  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year. 

Some  reimbursement  is  expected,  which,  with  the  undrawn 
balance  and  estimated  expenditures,  with  the  present  number 
of  inmates,  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $1,450.00,  which  is 
recommended. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Cb. 

By  appropriation   $2,000  00 

appropriation  for  deficiency   650  00 

lumber  sold  C.  L.  Jones   8  00 

stove  sold  Harlow  &  Bailey   19  00 

sundry  reimbursements    2  00 

 $2,679  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $642  12 

payments  in  1878   2,025  39 

 $2,667  51 

Undrawn  balance   $11  49 


No  unusual  expenditures  have  been  incurred  during  the  year 
in  the  department,  and  there  has  been  $1,044,20  less  expended 
than  the  previous  year.  To  provide  accommodations  for  the 
steamers,  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erection  of  a  building, 
with  all  the  necessary  requirements,  has  incurred  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  nine  thousand  dollars,  which,  while  strictly 
chargeable  to  the  department,  has  been  provided  for  by  special 
appropriation  and  not  included. 

The  report  of  the  engineers  and  building  committee  will  more 
fully  explain  the  operations  for  the  year. 


27 


BURIAL  HILL. 

Cr. 

January  1st,  1878,  by  balance  of  account,        $7  43 

By  appropriation  ,   150  00 

  $157  43 

Dr. 

To  paymen  ts  in  1 878   102  22 

Undrawn  balance   $55  21 


WARREN  FUND. 

Cr. 

January  1st,  1878,  by  balance  to  new 

account   $1,094  87 

By  interest    50  00 

 $1,144  87 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878    113  27 

Undrawn  balance    $1,031  GO 


From  the  income  of  the  above  fund,  which  was  left  to  be 
expended  on  Burial  hill  for  the  improvement  and  ornamenta- 
tion of  the  grounds,  and  care  of  the  lot  and  tomb  of  the  late 
Richard  Warren,  there  has  been  expended  for  the  purposes 
named,  during  the  year,  $113.27,  most  of  which  was  for  trees 
and  shrubbery  planted,  and  the  care  and  watering  the  same 
during  the  summer  drought. 
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VINE   HILL  CEMETERY. 

Cb. 

December  31st,  1877,  by  balance  from 

old  account   $213  74 

By  cash  received  from  sale  of  lots  and 

hay   513  30 

  $727  04 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878   317  27 

Undrawn   $409  77 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  eighteen  lots,  and  cash 
received  for  thirty-five  lots  $498.30,  part  of  which  were  sold  in 
previous  years,  and  remained  unpaid  at  the  close  of  the  account 
last  year. 

Sixteen  lots  remained  unpaid  for  when  the  account  was 
closed,  amounting  to  $246.90. 

The  outlay  required  the  present  year  will  be  provided  for 
from  income,  and  no  appropriation  will  be  needed. 


ABATEMENTS. 

Cr. 

By  balance  of  account,  December  31st, 

1877    $1,297  81 

Bv  overlay,  December  31st,  1878   1,517  48 

 $2,815  29 

Dr. 

December  31st,  1878,  to  abatements  in 

1878    $508  18 

  $508  18 


Undrawn  balance   $2,307  11 
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SEXTON. 

Cli. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878   $125  00 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

Or. 

By  appropriation,  March  18th,  1878    $450  00 

Undrawn  balance   $450  00 


WIDOWS'  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance,  December  31st,  1877   $0  34 

dividend,  Old  Colony  National  bank, 

April  1st,  1878    66  66| 

By  dividend,  Old  Colony  National  bank, 

October  10th,  1878   58  33 J 

 $125  34. 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878   $120  00  ' 

  $120  00 

Undrawn     $5  34 


30 


HERRING  MONEY. 

Cb. 

By  balance  from  old  account,  December 

31st,  1877   $66  10 

By   two   thirds  dividend,  Old  Colony 

National  bank   133  33§ 

By   two   thirds  dividend,  Old  Colony 

National  bank    116  66^ 

  $316  10 

Dr. 

To  L.  Bradford,   allowance  on  taxes, 

December  31st  :   $232  70 

  $232  70 

Undrawn  balance   . .       $83  40 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account,  December 

31st,  1877   $510  83 

By  interest   23  22 


Undrawn  balance 


$534  05 
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DUXBURY  &  COHASSET  RAILROAD  SINKING  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation,  March  26th,  1878    $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  cash  paid  trustees,  November  15th,  1878   $1,500  00 


FRESH  BROOK. 

Cr. 

By  balance,  December  31st,  1877   $89  72 

cash  from  D.  Clark   12  50 

Undrawn   $102  22 


TREASURER. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1878   $500  00 

LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE, 

.  Cr. 

By  balance,  December  31st,  1877   $128  17 

appropriation   1,000  00 

 $1,128  17 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878  '. .   $1,029  73 

 $1,029  73 

Undrawn   $98  44 
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watch  and  police. 

Cb. 

By  balance,  Dec.  31st,  1877   $88  09 

appropriation   1,150  00 

 $1,238  09 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1878   $1,179  60 

 $1,179  GO 

Undrawn   $58  49 


ASSESSORS. 

Cb. 

By  appropriation,  March  18th,  1878  ....      $700  00 

  $700  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance,  December  31st, 

1877    $29  00 

To  payments  in  1878   730  78 

  $759  78 

Overdrawn   $59  78 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 

The  guide  boards  of  the  town  have  been  replaced  where 
reported  missing,  and  are  reported  now  in  good  condition. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following   appropriations   for   the   current  year  are 


recommended  : 

Roads  axirl  hvidcfisi 

$5,800 

00 

New  roads   

1,450 

00 

Town  debt 

5,500 

00 

.Poor 

7,000 

00 

Watch  and  police 

1,150 

00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house 

1,100 

00 

16  000 

00 

2,200 

00 

3,000 

00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  railroad  sinking  fund 

1,500 

00 

100 

00 

125 

00 

800 

00 

500 

00 

450 

00 

 146,675  00 

The  revenue,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, is  estimated  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax  . .   $3,000  00 

National  bank  tax   2,200  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   300  00 

 $5,50u  00 

$41,175  00 

Leaving  the  sum  of  forty- one  thousand  one  hundred  and 

seventy-five  dollars,  which  it  is  recommended  to  be  raised  by 

taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  "] 
HENKY  WHITING,         |  Selectmen 
C.  B.  STODDARD,  }-  of 

LEMUEL  BRADFORD,    |  Plymouth. 
DAVID  CLARK,  J 

Plymouth,  February  22d,  1879. 
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REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1878. 


The  Board  elected  March  18th,  1878,  was  organized  March 
21st,  by  the  choice  of  Arthur  Lord,  Chairman  ;  W.  P.  Stoddard, 
Secretary,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Brewster,  Physician.  Regular  meetings 
were  held  by  the  Board  once  each  week  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  with  monthly  and  special  meetings  afterwards. 

The  secretary  at  once  corresponded  with  several  towns  and 
cities,  and  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Health  in  each,  publica- 
tions, reports,  forms  of  notice,  &c.  He  also  corresponded  with 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  seeking  needed  information. 

"Regulations  "  were  adopted  and  printed  in  the  Old  Colony 
Memorial  and  the  Free  Press  once  each  montli  from  June  to 
October.    The  town  was  divided  into  districts,  and  the  sanitary 
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condition  of  most  of  the  houses  inspected  and  reported  to  the 
Board  by  officer  Manter,  and  where  defects  existed  steps  were 
taken  to  have  the  evils  remedied.  Personal  inspection  of  vari- 
ous sewers  and  of  several  land  nuisances  were  made  by  the 
Board,  and  an  experienced  engineer  was  called  in,  who  exam- 
ined and  reported  upon  the  condition  of  certain  sewers,  sug- 
gesting some,  not  expensive,  but  important  improvements  for 
temporary  relief.  The  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Dr.  Folsom,  was  requested  to  visit  Plymouth  and  aid  the  Board 
in  determining  what  action  could  wisely  and  legally  be  taken  in 
regard  to  the  brook  crossing  Court  street,  near  Samoset  street, 
and  which  is  now  used  as  the  outlet  for  several  drains  and 
water  closets,  which  has  already  proved  a  frequent  source  of 
annoyance  to  the  neighbors,  and  will  ultimately,  it  is  feared, 
become  a  source  of  disease  unless  a  suitable  sewer  is  con- 
structed. Dr.  Folsom  reserved  an  opinion  until  he  had  laid 
the  case  before  the  State  Board  of  Health,  he  then  sent  a  letter, 
which  we  insert : 

"OFFICE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 

State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  12th,  1878. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Brewster  :  Dear  Sir, — 
At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  held  Tuesday,  December  10th, 
the  brook  in  Plymouth  was  discussed.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  best 
remedy  for  the  nuisance  is  for  the  town  to  construct  an  adequate  sewer;  and 
if  the  opinion  of  the  Plymouth  Board  of  Health  is  that  a  sufficient  nuisance 
is  caused  to  justify  such  a  measure,  that  Board  is  authorized  by  the  statutes 
to  require  the  house  drainage  and  sewage  to  be  removed  from  the  pol- 
luted stream  and  to  be  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  they  think  the  sanitary 
interest  of  the  town  demands. 

It  appears  to  us,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  its  present  condition,  that 
an  abatement  of  the  nuisance  is  called  for. 

In  behalf  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  F.  FOLSOM,  Secretary." 
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During  the  dry  aud  hot  weather  the  Board  saw  that  the  sew- 
ers were  properly  flushed  and  needed  traps  added.  The  con- 
dition of  the  slaughter  houses  of  the  town  was  investigated, 
and  as  the  result  of  advice  of  the  Board,  promptly  seconded  by 
the  owners,  such  system  of  removal  of  offal  and  use  of  disin- 
fectants was  applied,  as  has  relieved  serious  evils. 

Under  similar  advise,  at  once  acted  upon,  the  sewer  near  the 
Old  Colony  railroad  station,  discharging  itself  near  the  freight 
depot,  was  extended  to  low  water  mark.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  notices  have  been  sent  to  house  holders,  calling  atten- 
tion to  drains,  cess-pools,  or  vaults  demanding  attention.  And 
in  fifteen  cases  where  this  first  summons  was  not  regarded, 
legal  notice  was  served,  securing  under  penalty  of  the  law  the 
removal  of  nuisances. 

The  first  regulations  passed  by  the  Board  were  directed 
towards  the  welfare  of  the  schools,  in  carrying  out  which  they 
have  been  cordially  assisted  by  the  teachers,  and  especially  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  whose  ready  co-operation  they 
desire  to  acknowledge. 

The  regulation  requiring  vaccination,  before  admission  to 
any  of  the  schools,  has  been  generally  complied  with,  but 
constant  vigilance  is  required  to  prevent  individuals  from 
evading  it. 

The  regulation  excluding  from  the  schools,  for  a  specified 
time,  all  children  of  a  family  in  which  scarlet  fever  or  diph- 
theria has  occurred,  has  been  rigidly  enforced.  In  one  case  a 
child  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  died,  after  an  illness  of 
a  few  hours,  of  a  very  malignant  form  of  scarlet  fever.  The 
Board  of  Health  was  at  once  notified  and  the  promptest 
measures  were  taken.  The  body  was  immediately  placed  in  a 
tight  coffin,  and  the  funeral  was  arranged  for  as  early  an  hour 
as  possible,  no  children  being  allowed  to  attend  ;  after  which 
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the  house  and  all  clothing  were  thoroughly  disinfected  and 
every  precaution  secured.  The  second  case  of  the  same 
disease  occurred  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and,  although 
mild,  the  other  children  of  the  family  were  detained  from 
school.  In  both  instances  the  prompt  sanitary  action  prob- 
ably prevented  the  spread  of  this  dread  disease. 

During  the  year  whooping  cough  has  prevailed  to  a  great 
extent  through  all  the  lower  grade  schools,  but  it  was  so  gen- 
eral when  the  Board  came  into  office  that  they  considered  it 
useless  to  try  to  prevent  or  limit  it.  It  has  run  its  course. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  an  epidemic  of  measles,  and  antici- 
pating its  extent,  a  circular  was  issued  to  the  teachers,  describ- 
ing the  first  symptoms  of  measles  and  urging  to  vigilance  in 
excluding  all  children  threatened  with  the  disease  from  the 
schools.  Notwithstanding  these  efforts,  it  has  prevailed  to  a 
wonderful  extent.  One  school  of  fifty-two  pupils  having  forty- 
four  cases.  Statistics  of  numbers  of  pupils  and  cases  of 
measles  have  been  obtained  from  every  school  in  the  town. 
The  spread  of  this  disease  by  contact  is  shown.  It  prevailed  in 
every  school  from  Kingston  line,  through  the  town  to  Wellings- 
ley,  where  it  was  arrested.  Of  nine  hundred  and  eighty  pupils, 
four  Ifundred  and  eighty-seven  had  the  disease,  or  nearly  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  But  south  of  this  point  there 
was  only  one  case.  In  addition  to  the  five  hundred  cases  in 
the  schools,  it  is  believed  that  there  were  at  least  two  hundred 
others  in  the  town  ;  and  from  the  seven  hundred  cases  not  a 
single  death  is  reported,  and  but  few  persons  suffered  from 
the  sequelae,  such  as  debility,  weak  eyes,  &c. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  town  during  the  year  of  1878, 
(excluding  all  who  died  in  other  places,  but  brought  here  for 
burial  and  registered  here),  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
which  gives  a  death  rate  of  nineteen  and  three-tenths  per  thou- 
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sand.  An  analysis  of  these  shows  a  diminution  of  the  prevent- 
able diseases  as  compared  with  previous  years,  and  that  a 
larger  proportion  of  aged  people  have  died. 

The  following  table  contrasts  the  years  of  1877  and  1878  : 

1877.  1878. 

Under  five  years  of  age    27    17 

Between  seventy  and  ninety  years,  29    42 

Over  ninety  years   1   2 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  Years : 

1877.  1878. 

Consumption   15   15 

Diphtheria   17    0 

Cholera  infantum,  diarrhoea  and  1  g  g 

Teething  ) 

Typhoid  fever   0    1* 

Dysentery   2   0 

Scarlet  fever   0   1 

*This  case  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health  by  the  attending  physicians  as  arising 
from  a  defective  sink  drain. 

The  other  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year  are : 
accidental  drownings,  six ;  cancer,  six ;  heart  disease,  ten ; 
pneumonia,  nine. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the  town  as  compared 
with  past  years  has  been  gratifying,  and  such  as  to  stimulate 
still  greater  efforts  in  the  direction  of  sanitary  supervision. 

The  most  important  questions  the  Board  has  been  called  upon 
to  determine,  and  which  it  desires  to  present  to  the  town  for 
their  action,  has  arisen  from  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
public  sewers,  already  referred  to.  The  examination  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  shows  conclusively  that  the 
sewers  were  improperly  laid  and  the  need  of  a  connected  system  ; 
and  that  their  condition  is  one  well  calculated  to  lead  ultimately 
to  serious  inconvenience  and  the  injury  of  the  public.  To  have 
relaid  the  sewers  would  have  involved  the  town  in  great  expense, 
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which  the  Board  was  not  authorized  to  do.  The  frequent 
flushing  of  the  sewers  from  the  hydrants,  which  was  adopted 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  gave  no  lasting  relief  from  the  un- 
pleasant odors.  In  several  instances  the  traps  at  the  sewers 
opening  on  the  streets  were  found  to  be  either  wanting  entirely, 
or  so  out  of  repair  as  to  be  of  no  service.  These,  when  re- 
paired or  restored,  gave  considerable  but  not  complete  relief. 
We  consider  it  important  that  the  town  should  take  early  and 
careful  action  on  the  sewerage  question.  The  town  should  have 
a  scientific  and  accurate  survey  made  of  the  streets  which  need 
better  sewerage  facilities,  and  should  direct  that  for  the  future 
no  pipes  be  laid  in  the  public  streets  except  in  accordance  with 
a  well  considered  plan,  based  on  such  survey.  No  private  sew- 
ers should  be  permitted  in  the  public  streets  hereafter,  and  the 
sewers  should  be  under  as  complete  and  careful  supervision  as 
the  water  works.  The  fact  that  the  woolen  mills  will  shortly  be 
enlarged  and  set  in  operation,  and  new  tenement  houses  be 
built,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  the  mills  are  ready  to  confer 
and  unite  with  the  town  in  the  maintenance  and  laying  of  suit- 
able sewers,  makes  it  necessary  to  act  in  this  matter  at  an  early 
day. 

For  the  present,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  sewers 
should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Water  Commission- 
ers, and  also  recommend  that  a  Special  Committee  be  chosen, 
with  instructions  to  present  to  the  town  at  an  early  day,  a  sys- 
tem for  future  extension  of  sewerage  facilities,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  suitable  sum  should  be  placed  at  their  disposal  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  surveys. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  sup'pression  and 
prevention  of  nuisances  and  enforcement  of  health  regulations, 
from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  special  statute  applicable  only  to 
Plymouth,  authorizing  the  town  to  choose  a  Board  of  Health, 


41 


and  for  removing  and  preventing  nuisances  in  said  town,  passed 
in  1809  ;  and  questions  have  been  raised  as  to  the  applicability 
of  the  provisions  of  the  general  statutes  and  the  supplementary 
acts  to  nuisances  and  violations  of  regulations  within  the  town 
limits.  The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  public  health  can  be 
best  protected,  and  health  regulations  enforced,  under  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  and  subsequent  acts,  and  that  to  prevent  future 
complications,  the  selectmen  should  be  instructed  to  petition  the 
legislature  for  the  repeal  of  chapter  sixiy- three  of  the  acts 
of  1809,  entitled,  CtAn  Act  to  empower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth  to  choose  a  Board  of  Health,  and  for  remov- 
ing and  preventing  nuisances  in  said  town." 

The  clerical  labor  necessary  to  notify  parties  violating  the 
health  regulations  is  very  considerable,  and  as  the  members  of 
the  Board  serve  without  pay  it  seems  proper  that  they  should 
be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  at  a  small  salary,  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  dollars. 

All  the  expenditures  of  the  Board,  amounting  to  eighty-one 
dollars  and  seventy-two  cents  for  the  year,  have  been  approved 
by  the  selectmen  and  paid  from  the  contingent  fund,  but  it  is 
desirable  for  the  town  to  make  a  small  appropriation  to  cover 
the  necessary  expenses  which  may  be  hereafter  incurred  by  the 
Board.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  would  in  our  opinion 
be  sufficient. 

In  anticipation  of  the  construction  of  adequate  sewers,  to 
which  all  the  houses  in  the  more  thickly  settled  part  of  the 
town  may  have  access,  we  desire  to  warn  our  citizens  against 
the  introduction  of  drain  pipes  into  old  wells,  or  new  cisterns, 
or  "  cesspools."  It  is  a  common  impression  that  a  "  trap  "  in 
a  drain  pipe  prevents  the  entrance,  from  the  cess  pools,  of  nox- 
ious gases  to  our  houses,  and  renders  the  use  of  water  closets, 
set  basins  and  bath  tubs  thus  arranged,  safe.    No  greater  error 
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exists.  The  noxious  gas  will  necessarily  form  in  the  closet 
deposit  or  cistern,  and  unless  the  escape  of  these  gases,  bearing 
disease  with  them,  is  provided  for,  as  by  pipes  between  the 
cisterns  and  a  heated  chimney,  they  must  and  will  force  their 
way  through  other  channels,  especially  through  the  very 
"  traps  "  relied  upon  for  protection,  and  escape  into  the  kitch- 
ens and  sleeping  and  bath  rooms  of  our  houses.  Experiments 
made  in  London  with  strong  disinfectants  placed  in  cess  pools 
and  drains  and  sewers, .have  resulted  in  the  ready  introduction 
of  the  smell  of  the  disinfectant  to  all  the  houses  connected  with 
them,  showing  conclusively  that  such  houses  must,  at  all  times, 
be  more  or  less  pervaded  also  with  sewer  gas.  Probably  in 
every  community,  like  our  own,  a  vast  number  of  cases  of  sick- 
ness occur,  some  of  them  fatal,  not  traceable  to  any  assignable 
cause,  which  are  the  direct  result  of  noxious  gases  that  find 
their  way  into  the  houses  from  sinks  and  drains  and  water 
closets. 

The  introduction  of  water  into  a  town  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  thorough  system  of  sewerage,  else  serious  evils  will  follow. 
Without  proper  outlets  for  the  water  passing  through  sinks  and 
cess-pools,  the  whole  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  houses  be- 
comes saturated,  and  utimately  breeds  disease,  and  is  the  un- 
seen but  ready  agent  for  the  spread  of  epidemics. 

An  instance  has  very  recently  occurred  illustrating  the  dan- 
ger to  which  we  allude.  Among  the  sixty  children  making  the 
constant  family  of  a  charitable  institution  for  girls  in  Dorches- 
ter, Massachusetts,  no  case  of  typhoid  fever  had  been  known 
during  the  thirty  or  forty  years  of  its  existence,  until  the  intro- 
duction of  water,  after  the  annexation  of  Dorchester  to  Boston. 
During  the  second  year,  however,  after  the  introduction  of 
water  and  the  construction  of  water  closets  in  the  institution 
referred  to,  no  less  then  fourteen  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
occurred  there. 
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We  desire  also  to  call  attention  to  the  very  serious  danger 
of  living  over  wet  or  unventilated  cellars.  Let  wet  cellars  be 
drained  at  whatever  cost.  Let  all  cellars,  not  in  summer  only, 
but  in  winter  also,  be  well  ventilated  with  windows,  readily 
opened,  arranged  for  a  free  draught  of  out-door  air,  otherwise 
the  confined  air  becomes  stagnant  and  foul,  and  forcing  itself 
up  through  floors,  and  by  the  stairway,  breeds  disease. 

With  these  commonplace  suggestions  we  close  our  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  LORD,  ] 
WM.  P.  STODDARD,  |  Board 
J.  B.  BREWSTER,       y  of 
F.  N.  KNAPP,  |  Health. 

0.  H.  HOWLAND,  J 

Plymouth,  March  1st,  1879. 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  water  commissioners  respectfully  present  to  the  town 
their  report  of  transactions  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1878: 

ir 

There  has  been  laid  the  past  year,  as  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  superintendent,  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  feet  of  pipe,  of  sizes  from  two  to  six  inches,  nearly  the 
whole  being  in  accordance  with  direction  of  the  town,  expressed 
in  a  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1878. 

The  extension  on  Warren  street,  of  four-inch,  (two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet),  to  the  Clifford  house,  con- 
tributed  the  expected  supply  to  that  house,  and  by  its  connec- 
tion with  the  two-inch  pipe  that  runs  from  Bramhall's  corner, 
gives  a  greater  and  more  uniform  flow  to  the  water  takers  on 
the  line  of  the  old  beach  road,  and  no  complaint  of  a  deficiency 
has  been  made  from  this  localit}^.  This  extension  crosses  Eel 
river,  the  pipe  being  placed  in  a  plank  box,  is  packed  in  cement, 
and  laid  about  three  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  stream.  This 
part  of  the  work  is  thoroughly  done,  and  no  defect  can  possibly 
appear. 
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The  six-inch  pipe  put  down  on  Oak  and  Samoset  streets, 
extending  from  Davis  street,  (one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ten  feet),  was  laid  to  a  distance  of  two  hundred  feet  from  Court 
street.  At  this  point  the  two-inch  pipe,  that  was  supposed  to 
extend  the  whole  length  of  Samoset  street,  was  found  to  con- 
nect with  four-inch,  which  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  take 
up  at  present,  and  the  six- inch  pipe  was  joined  to  it.  Any 
deficiency  in  the  supply  to  the  Court  street  main  by  this  action 
is,  in  a  great  measure,  made  up  by  the  delivery  through  Vernon 
and  Cushman  street  pipes,  the  supply  to  them  being  from  the 
six-inch  main,  by  its  connection  at  Davis  and  Allerton  streets. 

Minor  extensions  have  been  made,  of  two  and  three-inch 
pipe,  (one  thousand  and  ninety-five  feet),  the  contemplated 
income  from  water  rents  in  the  localities  being  more  than  six 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  work. 

Stone  drinking  fountains  have  been  purchased  and  set,  at 
Wellingsley  and  Chiltonville,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars  and  five  cents,  payment  for  them  being  made 
from  the  income,  and  is  included  in  the  items  of  current 
expenses. 


CURRENT  EXPENSES. 


Salary  of  superintendent  

Collection  of  water  rents  

Stop  cocks,  lead  pipe  and  plumbing 

Rubber  hose  

Railroad  freight  and  express  

Carriage  hire  

Carting  gravel  on  water  course  

Faucet  boxes   ... 

White  lead,  oil  and  canvas  


$500  00 
150  00 
113  39 
31  00 
96  68 
116  50 
48  15 
25  52 
13  50 


Amount  carried  forward 


$1,094  74 
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Amount  brought  forivard    $1,094  74 

Water  barrels,  rubber  boots  and  tools ...  39  30 

Blacksmith  bills   7  30 

Lumber   50  94 

Stone  drinking  fountains,  and  setting  . .  .  129  05 

Iron  service  pipe   56  55 

Press  and  cones  for  lining  service  pipe  . .  53  00 

Labor   664  99 

Shop  rent   50  00 

C.  Herschel  for  estimate  on  water  supply,  20  00 

Expense  of  committee  on  woolen  mill  ...  7  90 

Surveying   2  00 

Printing  water  bills   18  00 

Iron  gates,  tops  and  frames   74  28 

Gates   25  50 


$2,293  55 


Cost  of  Extensions. 


Wrought  iron  shell  for  pipe   $881  97 

Cement     292  50 

Freight  on  materials   110  36 

Labor,  trenching,  lining  and  laying  pipe.  1,201  36 

Gates    •     129  00 

Carting  sand,  pipe  and  cement   138  90 

Carriage  hire    43  00 

Faucets,  branches  and  soldering    36  13 

Lumber  and  nails   26  17 

Blacksmithing   10  92 

 $2,870  31 


Amount  expended  during  the  year 


$5,163  86 


47 


RECEIPTS. 


From  water  rents   $9,511  75 

Pipe  laid  for  H.  L.  Cabot   136  69 

Materials  sold   6  60 

Appropriation   1,000  00 

 $10,655  04 

Expended. 

Interest  on  water  scrip   $5,400  00 

Ordinary  expenses   2,293  55 

Extensions   2,870  31 

To  account  of  sinking  fund   91  18 

 $10,655  04 


PROPOSED  EXTENSIONS. 

The  increase  of  buildings  on  Fremont  street  for  a  few  years 
past  has  been  so  great  that  the  water  pipe  laid  several  years 
ago,  and  which,  at  the  time,  served  the  purpose,  is  now  inade- 
quate to  the  demand  upon  it.  Unless  otherwise  directed  by 
the  town,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commissioners  to  replace 
this  pipe  with  a  four-inch  cement  and  iron,  and  connect  with 
the  pipe  on  Union  street,  which  will  give  an  ample  supply  to 
the  residents  on  these  streets,  and  also  furnish  sufficient  water 
for  a  much  nedeed  fire  hydrant.  Estimated  cost  of  this  work 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

They  also  contemplate  laying  pipe  from  Mount  Pleasant  to 
South  street,  as  application  has  been  made  for  the  same,  and 
the  number  who  will  take  the  water  gives  assurance  of  a  greater 
income  than  six  per  cent,  on  the  outlay.  Estimated  cost  three 
hundred  dollars. 
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NEW  WORKSHOP. 

The  attention  of  the  town  was  last  year  called  to  the  neces- 
sity of  better  accommodations  for  the  superintendent,  and  a 
more  convenient  workshop.  The  premises  now  occupied  do 
not  belong  to  the  town,  and  are,  in  all  respects,  unsuitable  to 
the  present  requirements  of  the  works.  A  more  desirable  place 
than  the  unoccupied  land  in  the  rear  of  the  engine  house,  on 
Main  street,  could  not  be  selected.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
town  authorize  the  commissioners  to  contract  for  a  building  on 
this  lot,  and  that  such  part  of  the  unoccupied  premises  as  are 
needed,  be  taken  for  use  of  water  department.  The  estimated 
cost  of  a  building,  and  shed  for  drying  the  newly  lined  pipe,  is 
eight  hundred  dollars.  No  appropriation  is  asked  for  these 
proposed  expenditures,  as  the  income  from  water  rates  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  outlay. 

WOOLEN   MILL  EXTENSION. 

By  vote  of  the  town,  October  14th,  1878,  the  commissioners 
were  directed  to  cause  pipe  to  be  lain  from  Deep  Water  to  the 
Woolen  mill,  for  supply  of  that  manufactory,  railroad  depot, 
and  for  watering  streets.  The  present  board  consider  the  route 
through  Oak  street  preferable  to  that  through  Summer  and 
Court  streets,  being  about  fourteen  hundred  feet  shorter,  and 
will  avoid  the  breaking  up  of  our  main  thoroughfares,  and  thus 
impairing  their  present  excellent  condition.  The  principal 
reason  that  is  presented  for  taking  the  Summer  street  route  is 
the  greater  head  of  water,  as  by  the  Oak  street  route  there  will 
be  but  five  or  six  feet,  and  it  is  claimed  that  a  less  quantity  of 
water  will  be  delivered.  To  avoid  any  deficiency  in  the  supply, 
it  is  proposed  to  lay,  for  a  distance  of  about  one  thousand  feet, 
pipe  of  increased  size.    A  small  increase  in  expense  will  be 
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thus  made,  but  there  will  be  a  saving  of  some  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars, compared  with  the  cost  the  laying  through  the  main 
streets  wotdd  incur.  The  work  will  be  completed  in  time  for 
the  use  of  the  Woolen  mill. 

INCREASE   OF   HEAD   AND  SUPPLY. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  October  14th,  1878,  the  committee 
appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  application  for  water  made  by  the  Plymouth 
Woolen  mill,  presented  verbally  by  their  chairman,  Chas.  G. 
Davis,  Esq.,  an  elaborate  report  in  favor  of  the  application,  and 
also  proposed  plans  for  increasing  the  head  and  supply  of  the 
works  by  a  pump,  operated  either  by  steam  or  water  power. 
The  report  was  accepted  by  the  town,  and  the  .^ame  committee 
were  instructed  to  make  a  further  report,  to  the  annual  meeting 
in  the  spring  of  1879,  giving  full  and  specific  estimates  of  the 
cost  and  manner  of  increasing  the  head  of  the  water  works, 
with  such  recommendations  as  they  may  deem  proper.  The 
commissioners,  who  compose  a  part  of  this  committe,  have  been 
requested  by  them  to  report,  in  their  behalf,  "that  no  additional 
information  has  been  obtained,  than  the  facts  presented  in  the 
water  commissioners'  report  for  the  year  1876,  and  in  the 
before  mentioned  report."  The  statements  made  in  the  com- 
missioners' report  gave  the  cost  of  the  needed  improvement  at 
but  little  short  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  An  increase  in  tho 
siz^  of  steam  pump,  reservoir,  or  length  of  pipe,  of  course  adds 
to  the  estimate  then  presented,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee it  would  be  expedient,  in  case  the  head  is  increased,  to 
procure  a  pump  of  one  million  gallons  capacity,  the  additional 
cost  of  which  would  be  about  two  thousned  dollars.  The  esti- 
mated yearly  cost  of  operating  a  steam  pump  is  also  found  by 
4 
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inquiry  of  the  cost  of  similar  service,  in  places  where  water  is 
raised  by  pumping,  to  be  sufficient  for  the  work  that  would  be 
required  for  supplying  this  town.  "  In  view,  however,  of  the 
continued  depression  of  all  business,  and  also  the  outlay  to  be 
made  for  the  extension  from  Deep  Water,  the  committee  are 
not  inclined  to  recommend  making  the  improvement  the  coming 
season." 

CONDITION   OF   THE  WORKS. 

We  have  to  report  the  works  in  their  usual  good  condition, 
and  during  the  twenty-three  years  of  their  operation  no  consid- 
erable outlay  has  been  made  any  year  for  repairs.  The  length 
of  pipe  laid  in  1855,  amounting  to  fifty-seven  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  feet,  has  been  increased  to  ninety-eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eight  feet,  and  extends  to  portions 
of  the  town  not  anticipated  when  the  work  was  commenced, 
and  is  now  equally  appreciated  by  all. 

The  income  from  water  rents  reaches  the  sum  of  nearly  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  this  amount  nothing  is  included  for 
the  supply  to  the  fire  department,  schools,  or  for  watering  our 
streets. 

We  ask  the  town  to  credit  the  water  works  in  such  an  amount 
as  will  show  their  estimation  of  the  benefits  received. 

CHARLES  O.  CHUKCHILL, 
SAMUEL  H.  LOTEN, 
BENJAMIN  HAKYEY, 

Plymouth,  March  1st,  1879. 


Water 
Commissioners. 
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Superintendent's  Report. 


Office  of  Superintendent  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  January  1st,  1870.  J 

To  the  Water  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  herewith  present  for  your  consideration  my 
fifth  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  water  works,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1878,  and  its  condition  at  that  date. 

There  has  been  laid  during  the  year  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  feet  of  wrought  iron  and  cement 
pipe,  at  a  total  cost  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars  and' thirty-one  cents. 

Of  this,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet 
was  four-inch  pipe  laid  in  Warren  street,  betvveen  B.  R.  Curtis' 
avenue  and  the  Clifford  house,  two  hundred  and  four  feet  of 
three-inch  pipe  in  the  South  District  road,  to  connect  with  the 
two-inch  pipe  ending  in  front  of  Mr.  Leach's  house,  and  sixty- 
nine  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  at  head  of  beach,  for  a  waste,  at  a 
total  cost  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars 
and  ninety-five  cents,  including  the  cost  and  setting  of  three 
gates,  —  one  four-inch,  one  three-inch,  and  one  two-inch. 
Water  turned  in  pipe  July  20th. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  laid  in 
Stafford  street,  from  South  street  to  Mr.  Charles  Towus'  resi- 
dence, at  a  total  cost  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars 
and  sixty-four  cents,  including  the  cost  and  setting  of  one 
three-inch  gate  in  South  street.    Wator  let  in  pipe  June  29th. 
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Three  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet  of  two -inch  pipe  laid 
from  Warren  street  to  Mr.  Cabot's  house,  at  a  total  cost  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  sixty -nine  cents, 
including  the  cost  and  setting  of  one  two-inch  gate.  Water  let 
in  pipe  July  20th. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  laid  in 
Ocean  place,  from  J.  R.  At  wood's  house  to  house  of  George  H. 
Jackson;  from  thence  to  shore,  for  waste,  at  a  total  cost  of 
fifty- six  dollars  and  forty-four  cents,  including  the  cost  and 
setting  of  one  two-inch  gate.    Water  let  in  pipe  August  23d. 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-four  feet  of  six-inch  pipe  laid  in 
Oak  street,  from  Davis  street  to  Samoset  street,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-six  feet  of  six-inch  pipe  laid  in  Samoset 
street,  from  Oak  street  to  the  Samoset  house,  and  twenty-four 
feet  of  four-inch  to  connect  with  the  four-inch  pipe  from  Court 
street,  at  a  total  cost  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  including  the  cost  and 
setting  of  two  gates,  —  one  six-inch  in  Davis  street,  at  junction 
of  Oak  street,  and  one  four-inch  in  Samoset  street,  at  junc- 
tion of  Court  street.    Water  let  in  pipe  November  14th. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  of  three- inch  pipe  laid  in 
Allerton  street,  from  the  residence  of  F.  W.  Bobbins,  to  con- 
nect in  Samoset  street,  at  a  total  cost  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents,  including  the  cost 
and  setting  of  one  three-inch  gate  in  Allerton  street,  at 
junction  of  Samoset  street.    Water  let  in  pipe  August  24th. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  taken 
up  on  Samoset  street,  and  replaced  by  six-inch  pipe. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
twenty-nine ;  length  of  pipe,  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  and 
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a  half  feet;  cost  of  pipe,  thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty-nine 
cents.  The  cost  of  trenching  for  the  same,  twenty-four  dollars 
and  seventy  cents.  Total  cost  of  service  pipes  inserted  during 
the  year,  ninety-three  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 

Whole  number  of  leaks  and  obstructions  was   19 

Defective  pipe  . '.   8 

Caused  by  lightning     3 

Fish   2 

Dirt   2 

Joints     3 

Shutting  hydrant   1 

Total   19 

The  cost  of  repairs  and  removing  obstructions  on  the  main, 
distributing  and  service  pipes,  was  forty-three  dollars  and  five 
cents.    Of  the  leaks  and  obstructions  that  have  occurred  : 

In  service  pipes   5    The  cost  of  repairs .       $7  25 

In  two-inch  pipe  .  . . .   10    The  cost  of  repairs.  . .    23  75 

In  four-inch  pipe   4    The  cost  of  repairs ...    12  05 


Total  number  of  leaks . .  19      Total  cost  of  repairs,  $43  05 

Twelve  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year 

at  a  cost  of   $150  75 

One  six-inch  gate   $24  00 

Four  four-inch  gates   57  00 

Three  three-inch  gates   33  75 

Four  two-inch  gates ....    30  00 


Total  cost 


$150  75 
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The  cost  of  the  above  gates  are  included  in  the  costs  of  the 
various  extensions,  with  the  exception  of  one  four-inch  gate  set 
in  Cushman  street,  at  junction  of  Court  street,  at  a  cost  of 
twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

Twenty-eight  service  boxes  and  one  gate  box  have  been 
taken  out  and  replaced  by  new  ones,  at  a  total  cost  of  twenty- 


five  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

Total  number  of  gates  set  up  to  December  31st   96  . 

Ten-inch   7 

Eight-inch   5 

Six-inch   8 

Four-inch   30 

Three  -  inch   5 

Two-inch   34 

One  inch  for  waste   7 

Total   96 

INVENTORY  OF  STOCK  AND  TOOLS. 

Ten-inch  pipe   22  feet. 

Eight-inch  pipe   20  " 

Six  inch  pipe   70  " 

Four-inch  pipe   203  " 

Three-inch  pipe   70  " 

Two-inch  pipe     147  " 

Sleeves  of  all  kinds  to  match  pipe, 


Four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  seven  -  eighths  -  inch 
rubber  hose, 

Cones  for  lining  all  size  pipes  in  use,  from  one-half-inch 

to  ten-inch, 
Thirty-eight  barrels  cement, 
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Four  frames  and  covers  for  gate  boxes, 

Six  five-eighths-inch  corporation  stops, 

Five  six-eighths-inch  corporation  stops, 

Eight  five-eighths-inch  corporation  stops, 

Six  five-eighths-inch  corporation  stops,  cut  inside, 

Fifteen  four-eighths-inch  corporation  stops,  cut  inside, 

Six  four-eighths-inch  rough  T  handle  stops, 

Two  six-eighths- inch  rough  T  handle  stops, 

Two  pairs  pipe  extension  tongs, 

Two  one  gallon  tin  oil  cans, 

Seven  round  pointed  shovels, 

Two  square  pointed  shovels, 

One  long  handle  round  pointed  shovel, 

Four  pairs  heavy  india  rubber  mittens, 

Four  drills,  from  one  half  inch  to  one-inch, 

Four  twelve-inch  square  bastard  files, 


One  four-inch  gate, 
One  branch  3x4, 
One  branch  4x6, 
One  brace, 

One  pipe-filling  press, 

One  pair  rubber  boots, 

One  hand  oiler, 

Twelve  picks, 

Five  lanterns, 

Two  hoes, 

Two  yards  duck, 

Two  pumps, 

Two  corporation  keys, 

Six  water  barrels, 

One  caulking  iron, 

Two  spanners, 

One  service  pipe  key, 

One  tool  chest, 


One  two-inch  gate, 
One  branch  2x8, 
Fifteen  service  boxes, 
Two  axes, 
One  vice, 

One  trench  rammer, 
Six  gate  wrenches, 
Three  crowbars, 
Eight  water  buckets, 
Eight  pounds  packing, 
Two  wheelbarrows, 
Two  hydrant  wrenches, 
Ten.  pounds  white  lead, 
Two  mortar  boxes, 
One  hammer, 
One  broom, 
Two  hods, 
Two  cold  chisels. 
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SIZE  OF  PIPE  IN  USE. 

Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to  December  31st,  1878 : 


Twenty -inch   51  feet. 

Cone   5  " 

Ten-inch     18,226  " 

Eight-inch   4,051  " 

Six-inch   7,330  " 

Four-inch   34,593  " 

Three-inch   5,094  " 

Two-inch   27,778  " 

Two-inch,  iron   1,380  " 

One-inch,  enamelled  iron   520  " 

Seven-eighths-inch,  iron   855  '* 

Six-eighths-inch,  lead   185  " 


Total  number  of  feet  laid   100,068  feet. 


There  are  now  one  thousand  and  twenty-one  service  pipes 
attached  to  the  main  and  distribution  pipes,  of  which  twenty- 
nine  have  been  added  this  year,  the  street  length  being  twenty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  making,  with  the  main 
and  distribution  pipe,  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  feet,  or  twenty-two  miles 
and  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- eight  feet. 

The  reservoir  fence  has  been  repaired  and  put  in  good 
condition,  at  a  cost  of  eleven  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

The  water  course  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  from  Lout  . 
pond  to  Lake,  and  the  wharf  at  the  Lake  has  been  put  in  good 
condition,  at  a  cost  of  ninety-one  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year  thirty- 
two  families,  nine  water  closets,  four  stables,  four  offices,  three 
shops,  three  bathing  tubs,  and  two  engine  houses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  W.  BAGNELL, 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works, 
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Assessment  of  Water  Rates  for  1878. 


For  1,137  families   $7,472  00 

52  bath  tubs   104  00 

130  water  closets   390  00 

25  street  hose   75  00 

72  stores,  shops,  and  offices   296  00 

82  stables   466  00 

6  markets   42  00 

6  fountains                                         ...  28  00 

4  hotels    172  00 

1  bank  building   14  00 

2  bakeries  '   40  00 

1  motor   50  00 

1  gas  light  company   30  00 

1  almshouse    20  00 

1  shoe  factory   100  00 

1  woolen  mill   100  00 

1  county  buildings   70  00 

1  railroad  station   224  00 

1  iron  foundry   64  00 

4  saloons   26  00 

3  steam  engines,  not  included  in  above  items,  25  00 


$9,817  00 


ENGINE  HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  town  to  select  a  lot  and 
erect  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  steam  fire  engines 
and  their  apparatus,  having  performed  and  completed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  first  selection  of  a  lot  made  by  your  committee,  and  upon 
which  plans  and  contracts  had  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
building,  met  with  such  opposition  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
town  called  to  consider  the  matter,  the  committee  were  instruct- 
ed to  select  some  other  location,  and  make  such  settlement  with 
the  contractors  as  would  relieve  them  from  any  loss  or  damage 
which  the}7  had  sustained.  A  favorable  settlement  was  made 
with  them,  and  the  amount  of  damages  paid  for  labor  per- 
formed, loss  on  material  purchased,  including  the  plans  of  the 
architect,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-three cents,  which  is  included  in  the  detailed  expenditures 
accompanying  the  report,  but  not  strictly  chargeable  to  the 
cost  of  the  present  building  and  lot. 

The  selection  of  a  lot  was  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the 
committee,  as  various  locations  were  urged,  and  lots  offered  for 
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sale,  which,  upon  examination,  were  found  too  small,  or  in 
other  respects  unsuitable.  The  only  lots  available  and  deemed 
desirable  by  the  committee  were  the  lots  of  Winslow  S.  Holmes, 
on  Middle  street,  and  the  Hayward  lot,  on  Main  street.  While, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  there  was  no  serious  objection 
to  the  location  on  Middle  street,  and  a  building  and  lot  could 
be  furnished  at  a  less  cost  than  in  any  other  location,  there 
were  ojections  urged  against  it  on  account  of  the  width  of  the 
street,  and  want  of  room  about  the  building,  as  it  would  occupy 
the  entire  frontage  of  the  lot. 

After  fully  considering  the  matter,  and  the  advantage  of 
being  located  on  the  Main  street,  and  with  the  expectation 
that  the  town  could  make  use  of  the  rear  land,  or  sell  it  so  as 
to  practically  reduce  the  cost  of  the  lot,  it  being  easy  of  access 
with  ample  way  to  it  on  each  side  of  the  building  when  erected, 
led  the  committee  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  Hayward  lot,  and 
concluded  the  purchase  for  the  sum  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  committee,  viz.  :  three  thousand  dollars. 

The  plans,  up  to  this  time,  so  far  as  considered,  had  contem- 
plated a  wooden  building.  But  the  location  being  so  promi- 
nent on  the  Main  street,  and  with  a  view  to  greater  security 
from  fire,  decided  the  committee  in  favor  of  a  brick  building, 
and  engaged  Mr.  George  F.  Meacham,  of  Boston,  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  brick  building,  with  the  modern  improvements,  in 
such  style  of  architecture  as  would  be  adapted  to  the  location, 
limited  only  by  the  appropriation.  The  present  plan  as  first 
submitted  was,  with  few  changes,  adopted,  and  preparation 
made  by  the  sale  and  removal  of  the  old  building  before 
November  1st,  1877,  to  commence  the  work.  Notices  were 
issued  and  sent  to  most  of  the  carpenters  and  masons  in  the 
town,  inviting  proposals  for  their  separate  portions  of  the  work, 
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in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  submitted  and  the 
awards  were  made  to  the  lowest  bidders,  viz. : 

Peleg  S.  Burgess  &  Co.,  carpenter  and  wood 

work   $1,965  00 

Thomas  Churchill  &  Co.,  brick  and  mason 

work   2,700  00 

William  Hall,  excavation  and  stone  work  for 

the  cellar   262  00 

These  contracts  did  not  cover  the  stone  underpinning  in 
front,  heating  apparatus,  gas  piping  and  fixtures,  or  grading 
and  fencing  the  lot,  also  some  additions  to  the  plans  and 
specifications,  which  were  assumed  by  the  committee. 

The  building  was  finished  and  occupied  by  the  fire  depart- 
ment August  24th,  1878,  and  furnishes  them  with  as  commo- 
dious, convenient  and  substantial  structure  of  its  kind  as  can 
be  found  outside  of  the  large  cities. 

The  town  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  April,  1877,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and 
erection  of  a  building,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars.  A 
brick  building  having  been  decided  upon  instead  of  wood, 
and  no  provision  having  been  made  for  furnishing,  heating,  and 
other  fixtures  needed,  or  for  the  fencing  and  grading  the  lot, 
the  committee  asked  for  authority  to  exceed  their  appropria- 
tion one  thousand  dollars,  which  was  granted,  and  ordered  the 


same  to  be  charged  to  contingent  account. 

The  total  cost  of  the  building  and  lot  com- 
plete is  ....   $8,971  73 

Damages  paid  contractors,  and  other  bills  on 

School  street  lot   127  73 


Total  expenditure   $9,099  46 
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Which  is  made  up  of  the  following  bills  : 
William  H.  Morton,  plans  for  engine  house,  and 

labor  on  lot  ,  $70  00 

George  H.  Harlow,  damage  on  account  of  contract 

for  stone  work   15  00 

James  H.  Thompson,  damage  on  account  of  contract 

for  building    25  00 

Benjamin  Harvey,  cleaning  brick    39  06 

Nathaniel  Brown,  bill  for  lumber   97  90 

James  T.  Hay  ward,  land  and  buildings   3,000  00 

Old  Colony  bank,  interest  on  loan   2  04 

Lewis  Eddy,  labor  on  Hayward  lot  laying  out  cellar.  5  50 

T.  Hartrant,  labor  on  lot ........  .    1  50 

Plymouth  Mills,  bill  for  iron  work   28  19 

William  Hall,  contract  for  excavating  and  stone  work 

for  cellar   262  00 

George  H.  Jackson,  bill  for  lumber   35  23 

William  B.  Drew,  bill  for  sundries   2  61 

George  F.  Meachain,  architect,  plans   150  00 

Thomas  Churchill  &  Co.,  contractors  for  brick  and 

masons'  work   2,829  21 

Railroad  freight  on  stone     2  23 

B.  A.  Hathaway,  copying  contracts   3  40 

E.  F.  Meany,  window  sills    43  33 

P.  S.  Burgess  &  Co.,  contractors  for  carpenters'  and 

wood  work   1,958  90 

Carpenter,  Woodward  &  Morton,  bill  for  linseed  oil 

for  oiling  brick   8  55 

William  W.  Bipley,  cutting  stone  step   3  25 

Mills,  Turner  &  Co.,  glass  for  front  doors   12  15 

Fiske  &  Coleman,  bill  for  drain  pipe     9  77 

Bobinson  Iron  Co.,  iron  bar   8  38 

Amount  brought  forward   $8,613  20 
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Amount  brought  forward   $8,613  20 

James  Tribble,  whitewashing  fences  and  cellar   10  00 

M.  W.  Pierce  &  Co.,  gas  fixtures   17  10 

Job  B.  Oldham,  bill  for  painting   62  88 

C.  T.  Harris,  bill  for  gas  pipe  and  labor   40  27 

E.  M.  Bailey,  bill  for  duplicate  keys   5  92 

Eobert  Clark,  bill  for  stone  work   203  00 

S.  W.  Burgess,  cedar  posts  for  fences                ....  13  63 

Havlow  &  Bailey,  sundries   6  57 

Harlow  &  Baile}',  furnace  and  pipes   176  45 

William  R.  Drew,  ventilators   1  50 

Harris  &  Co.,  weather  vanes   30  00 


$9,180  52 


Ck. 


By  sale  of  old  engine  house   $10  50 

sale  of  old  Hay  ward  house   30  00 

sale  of  stone                                 .  3  75 

sale  of  stone  step    3  00 

cash  from  J.  C.  Fuller,  one  half  cost  of 

fence  against  Masonic  lot   3  25 

bill  of  lumber  sold  N.  Brown   30  56 


81  06 


$9,099  46 


Appropriation   $8,000  00 

Balance  charged  to  contingent  account .  .     1,099  46 

Respectfully  submitted, 


$9,099  46 


WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ) 
SAMUEL  BRADFORD,       V  Committee. 
BARNABAS  CHURCHILL, 


Plymouth,  February  24th,  1879. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

The  following  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  fire  depart- 
ment I  respectfully  submit  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Plymouth  : 

Cb. 

Appropriation  of  1878   $2,650  00 

Receipts  of  1878    29  00 

 $2,679  00 

Dr. 

Paid- 
Overdrawn  balance  of  1877   $642  12 

Expenditures  of  1878   2,025  39 

Balance  not  drawn,  January  1st,  1879.  . .         11  49 

 $2,679  00 

I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  thousand  two  hundred 
.  dollars  for  the  running  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year. 
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APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  of  the  department  consists  of  two  steam 
engines;  two  hand  engines,  each  with  hose  carriages;  four 
independent  hose  carriages  ;  one  hook  and  ladder  truck ;  also, 
one  hand  engine  in  reserve,  in  working  order,  and  two  force 
pumps.  There  is  in  use  three  thousand  three  hundred  feet  of 
hose,  a  large  proportion  of  it  in  the  best  of  condition.  The 
reservoirs  and  hydrants  are  in  good  condition. 

I  again  recommend  that  some  plan  be  adopted  at  the  next 
annual  meeting,  as  to  the  supplying  of  the  water  cart  without 
using  the  fire  hydrants.  I  also  call  attention  to  the  small 
water  supply  for  fire  purposes  on  Fremont  street.  Owing 
to  the  small  pipe,  not  sufficient  to  supply  a  steam  engine, 
the  nearest  hydrant  being  at  E.  C.  Turner's  store,  with  the  tide 
out,  a  tire  may  prove  disastrous  on  this  street. 

HOUSES. 

The  event  of  the  year,  in  the  annals  of  the  department,  has 
been  the  completion  and  occupancy,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  August,  of  the  new  house  erected  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  steam  engines.  Suitable  in  its  every  appointment,  an 
ornament  to  the  town,  it  will  stand  a  fitting  memorial  to  the 
liberality  shown  by  the  citizens  to  this  department,  for  which 
they  have  the  thanks  of  its  members. 

The  room  of  the  ladder  carriage  compares  unfavorably  with 
the  other  buildings  of  the  department,  being  small,  dark,  and 
poorly  ventilated.    The  other  buildings  are  in  good  condition. 

MANUAL  FORCE. 

The  manual  force  of  the  department  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  men,  with  a  board  of  engineers  of  five  men,  and 
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twenty  call  members  at  North  Plymouth,  on  pay  only  at  time 
of  actual  service.  A  vacancy  now  exists  in  the  board  of 
engineers,  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Oldham,  a  faithful 
and  efficient  assistant,  which  will  not  be  filled,  the  fire  year 
being  near  its  close. 

FIRES. 

There  have  been  but  two  fires  during  the  year.  On  August 
18th,  the  barn  of  Harvey  Bartlett  was  struck  by  lightning  and 
partially  burnt.  No  insurance  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
loss.  On  November  17th,  a  fire  at  the  Old  Colony  house 
caused  a  loss  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  covered 
by  insurance. 

REMARKS. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  department, 
and  my  assistants,  for  the  promptness,  efficiency,  and  hearty 
co-operation,  so  valuable  to  me  through  the  year. 

SAMUEL  BRADFORD, 

Chief  Engineer  Fire  Department. 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


REPORT. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  trying  one  to  the  poor  and  destitute, 
the  most  so  of  any  one  experienced  for  many  years.  Want  of 
employment,  of  something  to  do,  to  earn  food  and  raiment,  has 
been  the  burden  of  their  lament. 

The  inmates  of  the  almshouse  have  been  carefully  and  kindly 
treated  and  cared  for,  and  have  been  made  as  comfortable,  as 
they  well  could  be. 

The  town  need  feel  no  anxiety,  but  that  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  poor  at  the  almshouse,  will  be  creditable  to  Ply- 
mouth, so  long  as  the  present  superintendent  has  charge  of 
them. 

The  calls  for  assistance  from  the  poor,  out  of  the  almshouse, 
have  been  frequent  and  numerous  ;  never  more  so.  Were  the 
almshouse  enlarged,  many  persons  who  are  now  helped  by  the 
town  could  be  made  more  comfortable  by  going  there,  and 
with  not  much  more  expense  to  the  town. 

The  time  has  come,  we  think  when  it  is  quite  desirable  that 
the  almshouse  should  be  enlarged,  and  more  sleeping  rooms 
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added  thereto.  It  could  now  be  done  advantageously,  and  with 
but  moderate  expenditure  of  money. 

Seven  hundred  and  eighteen  tramps  have  been  supplied  with 
food  and  lodging  at  the  almshouse  the  past  year ;  three 
hundred  and  eleven  less  than  the  year  before. 

We  repeat,  what  was  said  in  our  last  report,  that  there  is  no 
suitable  place  at  the  almshouse  to  lodge  tramps,  and  there  is 
danger  from  fire,  as  they  are  now  lodged. 

A  small  building  fitted  up  cheaply,  and  furnished  with  canvas 
hammocks,  that  could  be  easily  taken  down,  and  kept  clean, 
would  seem  to  be  the  safest  and  most  feasible  manner  of  lodg- 


ing tramps. 

The  town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the  past 

year.   $7,650  00 

Received  from  other  towns  for  supplies  furnished 

their  poor   1,560  88 

$9,210  8b 

Amount  expended   $9,022  71 

Amount  unexpended    188  17 

*9,210  88 

Amount  raised  for  the»support  of  the  insane  poor  .  .  $2,450  00 
Received  as  reimbursements   38  00 

$2,488  00 

Amount  expended   $2;223  22 

Amount  unexpended   264  78 

$2,488  00 
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Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 

Number  of  inmates,  January  1,  1878     25 

Number  discharged  during  the  year  ,   2 

Number  died                                                                 .  1 

Number  remaining  January  1,  1879   22 

Number  of  tramps  provided  for   718 

Insane  Poor. 

Number  of  insane  poor  at  hospitals,  January  1, 1878   12 

Number  discharged  ,   1 

Number  died   3 

Number  remaining  January  1,  1879  ,   8 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  current  year,  $7,000  ;  for  the  support  of  the  insane 
poor,  $1,500 ;  which  is  $650  less  for  the  poor,  and  $850  less  for 
the  insaue  poor,  than  was  appropriated  for  the  same  purposes 
last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  WHITMAN, )  Overseers 
LEMUEL  BRADFORD,     }     of  the 
LYSANDER  DUNHAM,     j  Poor. 


Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen: — The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  railroad  sinking  fund  at  this  time, 
is  respectfully  submitted  : 

Dr. 

To- 
Trust  fund  $8,193  20 

Received  of  town  treasurer   1,500  00 

Balance  of  income  account   954  01 

$10,647  21 

Or. 

By- 
Cook  county  $500  bond,  @  7  per  cent.,   $515  00 

City  of  Chicago  $1,000  bond,  @  7  per  cent.,  1,067  50 

Old  Colony  railroad  $2,000  bond,  @  7  per  cent.,  2,207  50 

Old  Colony  railroad  $1,000  bond,®  6  per  cent.,  1,022  50 

Boston  &  Lowell  railroad      $2,000  bond,®  6 per  cent.,  2,000  00 

United  States  Consuls  (1907)$1,500  bond,  @  4  per  cent.,  1 ,508  43 

Webster  National  bank,  five  shares   .....       550  00 

Old  Colony  National  bank,  ten  shares   1,250  98 

Deposit  in  Plymouth  savings  bank   524  73 

Cash   57 

$10,647  21 

JNO.  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,  V  Trustees 
ISAAC  BREWSTER, ) 

Plymouth,  February  13th,  1879. 


WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen :  —  We  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Plymouth  water  scrip  sinking  fund  at  the 
present  time  : 

Dr. 

To  trust  fund   $759  43 

income  account  ,   25  73 

$785  16 

Or. 

By  United  States  bond  (1891),  at  4|  per  cent   $717  50 

deposit  in  Plymouth  savings  bank   67  50 

cash     16 

$785  16 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  )  T  , 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,       j  lrustees' 

Plymouth,  February  14th,  1879. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen— William  H.  Nelson,  Lemuel  Bradford,  David 
Clark,  Henry  Whiting,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes — Lemuel  Bradford. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon  Perkins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Lemuel  Bradford,  William  H.  Whit- 
man, Lysander  Dunham. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners — Charles  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H. 
Doten,  Benjamin  Harvey.  t 

School  Committee — William  H.  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stod- 
dard, Lemuel  Bradford,  2nd,  George  A.  Tewksbury,  Fred  N. 
Knapp,  James  D.  Thurber. 

Superintendent  of  Schools — Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — P.  C.  Chandler,  Augustus 
Bobbins,  Jesse  B.  Atwood. 

Constables— Barnabas  Hedge,  John  Atwood,  Lewis  S.  Wads- 
worth,  James  B.  Collingwood,  Freeman  Manter,  William  E. 
Baker,  A.  J.  Bradford. 

Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 
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Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund — 
John  J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — Nathaniel  Brown, 
Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 

Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather — John  Churchill. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — C.  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— J.  F.  Towns,  Nathan 
B.  Perry,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth,  Stephen  Doten,  Lewis  W. 
Thrasher,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Charles  Raymond,  John  Courtney, 
Joseph  B.  Savery,  Barnabas  Hedge. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish— Jesse  R.  Atwoocl  and  Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works— Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods — F.  B.  Cobb,  Henry 
Whiting,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  Thomas 
Peirce,  Horatio  Wright,  Isaac  N.  Barrows,  Otis  W.  Burgess, 
Truman  Sampson,  Barnabas  Hedge,  L.  T.  Bobbins,  Ezra 
Finney,  Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  David  Clark,  George  W. 
Cobb,  Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford, 
Benjamin  Ward,  Stephen  Doten,  M.  V.  B.  Douglass. 

Pound  Keepers — At  the  Almshouse,  Oliver  T.  Wood ;  at 
Cliiltonville,  John  Courtney  ;  at  Manoment  Ponds,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett. 

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund— William  H.  Nelson,  William  T. 
Davis,  George  G.  Dyer. 

Board  of  Health — Arthur  Lord,  William  P.  Stoddard, 
Frederick  N.  Knapp,  James  B.  Brewster,  Charles  H.  Howland. 


VALUATION. 


Personal  Property  ......   $1,373,767  90 

Eeal  Estate   2,750,125  00 

#  $4,123,892  90 

Valuation  of  bank  stock,  taxed  by  the  state   $435,700  00 

Valuation  of  corporation  stock,  taxed  by  the  state,     301,968  89 

Total  valuation  $4,861,561  79 

Increase  in  1878   $19,996  87 


Number  of  polls,  1,696. 
Increase  in  number  of  polls,  27. 
Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 
Bate  of  taxation,  $1.28-100. 
Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,121. 

Increase  in  1878,  21. 
Number  of  horses,  418. 
Number  of  cows,  436. 
Number  of  sheep,  138. 
Acres  ofjand  taxed,  49,637. 


TOWN  MEETING. 


Copy  of  articles  in  warrant  for  Town  Meeting  to  be 
held  in  Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  17th,  1879,  at 
nine  o'clock,  A.  M. : 

1.  To  choose  a  moderator. 

2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers. 

3.  To  choose  a  committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  Aga- 
wam  and  Half-way  pond  rivers,  and  to  take  such  other  action 
relating  to  the  same  as  may  be  necessary. 

4.  To  choose  a  water  commissioner. 

5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and  committees 
of  the  town,  and  act  thereon. 

6.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  jurors  prepared  by  the 
selectmen. 

7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize*the  treasurer,  under  the 
direction  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of 
taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relating  to  state  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  town 
after  January  1st,  1880. 
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8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  collector  of  taxes  to 
use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  town  treasurer, 
when  appointed  a  collector,  may  use. 

9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to  raise  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  town  shall  deem  expedient. 

10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  decoration  day. 

11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  selectmen,  or  a  com- 
mittee selected  for  the  purpose,  to  remove  the  soldiers'  monu- 
ment to  some  more  favorable  location,  and  to  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purpose. 

12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  the  selectmen  to  license, 
or  not  to  license  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a  receiving  tomb  at  South 
Plymouth. 

14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation  to  a 
claim  of  Eveline  B.  Field. 

15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  two  watchmen,  by  ballot, 
to  serve  all  night  at  the  same  price  that  is  paid  for  part  of  the 
night. 

16.  To  see  whether  the  town  will  furnish,  without  charge, 
water  for  the  fountain  to  be  erected  by  the  county  commissioners 
on  land  of  the  county  in  front  of  the  court  house,  provided  that 
the  use  of  the  water  shall  be  regulated  by  the  water  com- 
missioners. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 

Marriages  Registered  in  Plymouth  in  1878. 


Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride,  and  Residence, 

1878. 


Jan. 

10. 

Alvan  8.   Hallett,   of   Barnstable,   and   Hittie  S. 

At  wood,  of  Plymouth. 

Jan. 

19. 

John  Dolan  and  Julia  Cumiskey,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Jan. 

21. 

Herbert  W.  Boyd  and  Elnora  I.  Chase,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Jan. 

27. 

James  0.  Payne  and  Mary  S.  Holmes,  both  of  Ply- 

mouth. 

Jan. 

30. 

Silas  D. Brown  and  Lizzie  S.  Scott,both  of  Plymouth. 

Feb. 

9. 

William   Coupe   and   Mary  E.   Heeman,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Feb. 

12. 

Cornelius  C.  Holmes  and  Mercie  F.  Lewis,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Feb. 

28. 

William  McGrath,  of  South  Abington,  and  Mary 

O'Brien,  of  Plymouth. 

Mar. 

4. 

Anthony  McNamara  and  Bridget  Cole,  both  of  Ply- 

mouth. 
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Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride,  and  Residence. 

Mar.  5.  Charles  H.  Amsden,  of  Ohio,  anil  Elizabeth  C. 
Faulkner,  of  Plymouth. 

Mar.  6.  Nathaniel  Shaw  and  Julianna  Morey,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mar.  11.  Fayette  M.  Amsden  and  Marietta  M.  Griswold,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Mar.  13.    Alexander  S.  Wadsworth,  of  Boston,  and  Lizzie  F. 

Ballard,  of  Plymouth. 
Mar.  23.    Israel  C.  Blackmer  and  Amanda  M.  Griswold,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Mar.  31.  Frank  B.  Peterson  and  Lucy  T.  Clark,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  6.  William  S.  Pratt  and  Sarah  J.  Jordan,  both  of 
of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Lynn. 

April  13.  Charles  H.  Badger  and  Flora  E.  Raymond,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  16.  Arthur  J.  Chandler,  of  Kingston,  and  Bebecca  B. 
Ellis,  of  Plymouth. 

April  20.  Edward  W.  Clark,  of  Plymouth,  and  Buth  A.  Samp- 
son, of  Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston. 

April  21.    John  Heath  and  Mary  Ann  Verry,  both  of  Plymouth. 

May  1.  Albert  M.  Haskell  and  Alice  A.  Douglas,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  1.  Francis  C.  Weston  and  Mary  C.  Lamberton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  6.  Charles  H.  Fields,  of  Lynn,  and  Louisa  Allen,  of 
Plymouth. 

May  6.  Willber  Francis  Phipps  and  Abby  Thomas  Bailey, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

May  18.  Charles  H.  Davis  and  Delia  Scott,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride,  and  Residence. 

May  23.  Henry  O.  Whiting  and  Annie  W.  Macomber,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  28.    Albert  N.  Fletcher,  of   Plymouth,   and   Flora  E. 

Mason,  of  Brockton. 
June    1.    John  A.  Richmond  and  Isabella  N.  Towns,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

June  12.  William  H.  Frost,  of  Plymouth,  and  Ida  May 
Brigham,  of  Hudson.    Married  at  Hudson, 

Juno  13.  Henry  Harlow  and  Marion  F.  Collingwood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  13.  Charles  S.  Dunham  and  Maria  M.  Fleming,  both  of 
Wareham. 

June  13.  Charles  Mahler  and  Mary  O'Brien,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  15.  Frederick  C.  Clark  and  Carrie  E.  Goodwin,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  20.  John  F.  Burke  and  Elizabeth  F.  Cassady,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  23.  Austin  Morton  and  Adelaide  Hovey,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  26.  Daniel  W.  Sears  and  Louisa  C.  Holsgrove,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  26.  Elnathan  S.  Holmes,  of  Kingston,  and  Bessie  L. 
Hoyt,  of  Plymouth. 

July     3.    John  F.  Hoyt  and  Sarah  Blake,  both  of  Boston. 

July  3.  Frederick'  L.  Sears  and  Dora  F.  Long,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  6.  Harvey  Bartlett,  Jr.,  and  Carrie  G.  Bates,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  at  Boston. 
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Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride,  and  Residence. 

July    9.    James  W.  Tiukham,  of  Plymouth,  and  Martha  E 
Clifford,  of  Edgecomb,  Me.    Married  at  Wilton, 
N.H. 

July  17.  Samuel  Briggs  and  Adeline  Woodruff,  both  of 
Taylorsville,  III.    Married  at  Boston. 

July  18.  Allen  Bagnell  and  Mary  Eliza  Wood,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Aug.  3.  Charles  A.  Eaton  and  Addie  E.  Wrightington,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  15.    Daniel  F.  Critcherson,  of  Hudson,  and  Frances  S. 

Barnes,  of  Plymouth. 
Aug.  24.    Charles  F.  Washburn  and  Hattie  M.  Benson,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    7.    David  Dunn  and  Margaret  Swan,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Sept.  15.    Theodore  T.  Vaughn  and  Elizabeth  S.  Leach,  both 
of  Carver. 

Oct.  1.  Frank  H.  Pratt  and  Faniiie  A.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  2.  Arthur  Lord,  of  Plymouth,  and  Sarah  Shippen,  of 
Boston.    Married  at  Jamaica  Plain. 

Oc*t.  6.  Gilbert  B.  Spencer,  of  Provincetown,  and  Sarah 
Ellis,  of  Plymouth. 

Oct.  9.  William  W.  Brewster  and  Annie  L.  Barnes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  15.  Andrew  Sears  and  Mary  McNeal,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.    17.    George  H«  Jackson,  of  Plymouth,  and  Hattie  B. 

Bobinson,  of  Falmouth.  Married  at  Falmouth. 
Oct.    20.    William  A.  Frasier  and  Lucy  E.  Hatch,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Oct.  21.  Alexander  M.  Harrison  and  Anna  Bussell,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Date.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride,  and  Residence. 

Oct.  29.  Walter  Osterdiep  and  Mary  Fahey,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  7.  Charles  E.  Douglas  and  Mercy  B.  Holbrook,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  7.  Edgar  Dwight  Hill,  of  Plymouth,  and  Ida  M.  Smith, 
of  Biddeford,  Me.    Married  at  Biddeford. 

Nov.  25.  James  Morrison  and  Rachel  Temple,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  25.  Charles  A.  Bragdon,  of  Boston,  and  Carrie  A.  Peck- 
ham,  of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  26.  James  W.  Douglas,  of  Plymouth,  and  Luella  M. 
Holmes,  of  Wareham. 

Nov.  29.  Robert  F.  King  and  Yiola  V.  Terry,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  3.  Charles  F.  Perkins  and  Lizzie  L.  Manter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  5.  John  S.  Butler,  of  Kingston,  and  Mary  D.  Vaughan, 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  12.  Justus  W.  Gardner  and  Jennie  H.  Lucas,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.  John  J.  Shaw,  of  Plymouth,  and  Edith  L.  Aldrich, 
of  Nashua,  N.  H.     Married  at  Nashua. 

Dec.  25.  William  C.  Chandler  and  Ella  M.  Collingwood,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  28.  Israel  P.  Thrasher  and  Sarah  J.  Wrightington,  both 
of  Plymouth. 
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SUMMARY. 


Marriages. 

Whole  number  of  marriages  registered  in  1878   69 

Births. 

Whole  number  of  births  registered  in  1878   139 

Males    75 

Females    64 

  139 

Deaths. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1878   156 

Males   84 

Females   72 

  156 


SCHOOL  REPORT, 


1878-9. 


REPORT. 


To  the   School  *  Committee  : — 

Gentlemen: — In  conformity  to  your  requirements,  I 
herewith  submit  the  following  as  my  Annual  Report  : 

In  my  constant  intercourse  with  the  teachers  of  the 
town,  and  in  the  daily  inspection  of  their  work,  I  am 
always  impressed  with  the  amount  of  real  good  that  is 
accomplished  and  with  the  unremitted  toil  by  which  it  is 
brought  about.  Some  are  young,  and,  of  course,  lack 
the  skill  which  experience  may  bring  ;  others,  through 
various  causes,  may  Axil  to  accomplish  the  best  results  ; 
hi  it  all,  at  least,  are  workers,  and  all  wish  to  improve. 

As  the  only  important  changes  made  during  the  past 
year  have  been  confined  to  the  rearrangement  of  studies 
and  methods  of  instruction,  and  as  I  desire  that  these 
efforts  at  improvement  should  be  understood  by  all  who 
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take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  schools,  any  thing 
I  may  have  to  say  in  this  report  will  have  that  object  in 
view. 

The  work  to  be  done  in  the  Primary  Schools  is,  it 
seems  to  me,  quite  satisfactorily  arranged  and  very  well 
carried  out  by  every  teacher  in  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  where  the  schools  are  graded,  and  where  alone, 
strictly  Primary  Schools  are  possible.  There  is  nothing 
required  to  be  taught  here  that  is  not  within  easy  reach 
of  the  minds  of  children  of  eight  years  of  age,  and  no 
methods  of  instruction  practised,  which  are  not  natural 
and  attractive.  An  effort  has  been*  made  in  some  of 
these  schools  to  combine  Kindergarten  instruction  with 
the  common  routine,  but  I  cannot  say  that  the  results 
are  very  important.  As  the  Kindergarten  method  is 
designed  for  very  young  children,  before  they  begin  to 
learn  to  read,  and  requires  all  the  time  and  attention  of 
a  teacher  with  a  small  number  of  scholars,  it  is  certainly 
not  easy,  perhaps  not  practicable,  to  utilize  it  in  a  school 
of  fifty  scholars.  Some  of  our  Primaries  have  that 
number,  where  the  scholars  must  begin  to  learn  to  read 
as  soon  as  they  enter.  If  separate  schools  could  be 
established  for  very  young  children,  before  they  are  old 
enough  for  the  present  Primary  School,  the  Kindergar- 
ten would  be  a  great  gain  for  the  children  ;  but  the  very 
great  expense  of  such  instruction  renders  this  impracti- 
cable. 
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The  work  required  to  be  clone  in  the  Primary  Schools 
at  the  present  time,  is  reading  in  the  Third  Franklin 
Reader  and  the  small  Geography,  "Our  World."  The 
Geography  is  used  as  a  reading  book,  for  which  its  con- 
tents are  well  adapted,  and  as  the  ground- work  of  any 
oral  instruction  which  the  teacher  may  think  proper 
to  give  ;  but  no  lessons  in  political  geography  are  to 
be  studied.  This  practice,  in  making  the  children 
acquainted  with  the  language  of  Geography  and  with 
some  of  the  most  noted  animals,  plants  and  physical 
features  of  the  globe,  prepares  the  scholars  for  the  future 
more  formal  study  of  the  same  subject  in  the  higher 
schools.  The  Primary  scholars  are  expected,  also,  to 
know  how  to  do  any  simple  work  in  the  four  elementary 
rules  of  Arithmetic,  and  in  writing  any  numbers  from 
dictation.  The  examination  in  spelling  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  hereafter,  is  to  be  done  in  writing,  from  dictation  ; 
so  that  writing  with  a  pencil  will  be  a  necessary  requi- 
site. In  order  to  give  an  attractive  variety  to  the  read- 
ing matter,  the  monthly  Nursery  and  Prang's  History  of 
Animals  will  be  placed  in  the  Primary  Schools  for  the 
present  year.  I  am  very  firmly  convinced  that  our  schol- 
ars, in  the  early  part  of  their  school  life,  never  acquire  a 
just  conception  of  the  form  of  the  earth,  and  the  relative 
positions  of  the  continents  and  oceans,  and  for  a  very 
simple  reason  ;  the  maps  from  which  they  get  their  first 
impressions  are  small,  flat  and  fragmentary,  and  crowded 
with  names.    To  avoid  all  these  difficulties,  1  have  had  a 
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globe  made,  three  feet  in  diameter,  of  paper,  finished 
with  slate  surface,  not  exceeding  fifteen  pounds  in 
weight,  and  to  be  suspended  by  a  fine  wire,  at  the 
proper  inclination  of  the  axis.  By  means  of  a  very 
simple  arrangement,  the  teacher  is  enabled  to  draw  lines 
of  latitude  and  longitude  with  accuracy  and  dispatch, 
and  thus  to  determine  the  principal  points  of  any  outline 
that  may  be  needed.  With  this  globe  large  enough  to 
be  seen,  and  simple  enough  to  be  comprehended  by  all, 
constantly  before  the  class,  any  ingenious  teacher  in  a 
Primary  School  might  give,  even  to  young  children,  quite 
accurate  first  impressions  of  the  earth's  surface.  Mr. 
Cornelius  F.  Bradford,  our  ingenious  fellow-townsman, 
is  now  engaged  in  making  these  globes,  and  is  prepared 
to  make  them  at  so  cheap  a  rate,  that  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  recommending  that  one  should  be  placed  in 
each  school  of  the  town. 

At  eight  years  of  age,  after  satisfactory  examination, 
the  scholars  of  the  Primaries  are  admitted  to  the  schools 
of  the  Second  Grade,  where  they  continue  the  studies 
commenced  in  the  schools  below,  without  the  addition  of 
anything  new,  except  the  use  of  the  pen  instead  of  the 
pencil.  The  use  of  text-books  in  arithmetic  is  for  the 
future  entirely  discontinued  in  this  grade,  and  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  town.  The  teacher  is  supplied  with  a 
text-book  which  will  indicate  about  the  amount  of  work 
expected  to  be  done  in  the  school,  and  may  furnish  some 
assistance  as  to  the  method  of  treatment ;  but  all  the 
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work  given  to  the  scholars  must  be  put  on  the  black- 
board as  it  is  wanted,  and  all  tables  of  weights  and 
measures  are  to  be  learned  from  the  actual  use  of  the 
weights  and  measures  always  at  hand  in  the  school-room. 

Instead  of  the  common  reading  books  heretofore  in 
use,  and  purchased  by  the  scholars  who  used  them,  books 
containing  important  information,  attractive  in  style  and 
suitable  in  all  respects  to  the  age  of  the  scholars,  will  be 
substituted,  and  remain  permanently  in  the  school  as  the 
property  of  the  town  and  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
teacher.  This  arrangement  will  not  only  secure  more 
profitable  reading,  but  will  also  effect  a  great  saving  in 
books.  To  increase  the  variety,  without  increasing  the 
expense,  the  books,  after  having  been  read  in  one  school, 
may  be  exchanged  for  those  of  another.  For  the 
present,  Hooper's  Child's  Book  of  Nature,  and  one  or 
more  of  Rollo's  Travels  are  to  be  used  in  this  school. 

The  text-book  of  Geography,  which  the  scholars 
learned  to  read  intelligently  in  the  Primary  School,  is 
brought  with  them  into  this  grade,  and  used  in  the  more 
formal  treatment  of  the  subject.  But,  in  no  case,  are  the 
teachers  to  make  use  of  the  maps  of  the  text-books,  which 
would  only  confuse  the  scholars  ;  but  all  questions  refer- 
ring to  maps  must  be  answered  from  the  drawings  on  the 
large  globe,  the  text-book  being  used  only  for  descriptive 
geography.  These  lessons  in  descriptive  geography  are 
not  to  be  learned  in  the  usual  way,  by  endless  readings 
and  efforts  to  commit  the  words  to  memory  without 


96 


thought,  but,  after  a  reasonable  attention  given  to  the 
text,  the  scholars  are  to  be  required  to  close  their  books 
and  to  write  the  matter  of  their  lessons  on  their  slates, 
as  best  they  can,  and  thus  get  practice  in  constructing 
sentences,  as  well  as  in  learning  their  Geography  in  a 
more  rational  manner.  Two  years  are  generally  neces- 
sary for  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  of  the  Second 
Grade,  but  scholars  of  unusual  abilities  pass  through  in 
one. 

The  work  of  the  Third  Grade  is  only  a  continuation 
of  that  of  the  Second.  The  text-book  in  Geography  is 
exchanged  for  one  more  advanced,  and  the  Arithmetic 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teacher  as  a  guide  in  deter- 
mining the  amount  of  this  branch  to  be  taught  in  the 
school,  is  of  a  more  comprehensive  character  than  that  in 
the  school  below,  and  will  require  a  review  of  all  that 
the  scholar  has  done  before.  The  globe  will  give  place 
here,  occasionally,  to  the  common  -maps,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  more  detailed  instruction  in  the  smaller  politi- 
cal divisions  of  the  earth  ;  still  the  globe  will  be  con- 
stantly used  in  reviewing  the  scholars  in  all  former  work, 
and  for  the  most  of  that  which  is  in  advance.  The  read- 
ing books  will  be  Hollo's  Travels,  Higginson's  History  of 
the  United  States,  Dickens7  Child's  History  of  England 
and  Abbot's  Biographies.  Instruction  in  Penmanship  is 
to  occupy  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  time.  Object  les- 
sons will  be  given  at  convenient  seasons,  and  the  scholars 
required  to  write  the  substance  of  them  as  elementary 
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practice  in  English  Composition,  a  practice  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  ought  to  precede  English  Grammar  by  some 
years.  Exercises  in  orthography  will  consist  generally 
in  spelling  from  dictation.  The  time  to  be  spent  in  this 
grade  will  be  one  or  two  years,  according  to  the  capacity 
of  scholars. 

Scholars  are  generally  about  twelve  years  when  they 
enter  the  Grammar  School,  and,  while  there,  will  review 
the  studies  of  the  school  below,  and  increase  their  work 
by  the  addition  of  two  new  branches  :  the  History  of 
Ihe  United  States  and  English  Grammar,  in  the  latter  of 
which  our  success  is  not  entirely  satisfactory.  It  seems 
to  me,  the  want  of  better  results  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
we  do  not  approach  the  subject  in  a  natural  way.  Our 
mode  of  treatment,  the  mode,  I  suppose,  generally  prac- 
tised elsewhere,  is  to  rely  mainly  on  a  text  book,  filled 
with  abstract  terms  representing,  to  the  scholar,  very 
abstract  ideas.  For  the  appreciation  of  these  ideas  he 
has  not  been  prepared  by  graded  exercises  in  writing, 
long  practised,  and  faithfully  criticised  by  the  teacher  in 
language  intelligible  to  the  inexperienced  scholar.  In 
such  a  course  of  preparation,  the  mind  of  the  learner 
might  be  led  to  comprehend  one  simple  fact  after  another, 
until,  finally,  the  text  book,  bristling  with  technicalities, 
might  be  mastered,  and  might  give  some  degree  of  com- 
pleteness to  scholarship.  This  method  is  now  required 
in  the  programme  of  studies. 
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The  reading  books  in  the  Grammar  Schools  are  to  be 
Abbot's  Histories,  Banvard's  History  of  Plymouth,  and 
Hawthorne's  Tanglewood  Tales. 

The  instruction  which  is  given  in  Arithmetic  in  these 
schools  will  have  to  conclude  the  scholar's  course  in  that 
branch,  at  least,  so  far  as  any  regular  pursuit  of  it  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  in  the  High  School  there  will  be  necessarily 
irregular  practice  in  it,  in  working  our  problems  in 
Physics. 

The  complete  course  of  study  in  the  Grammar  Schools 
will  embrace  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Geography, 
Reading,  Penmanship,  Book-Keeping,  Spelling  and  writ- 
ing Compositions.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  scholars  are 
admitted  to  examination  for  admission  to  the  High 
School.  Fifty  questions  in  each  of  the  three  studies, 
Arithmetic,  Grammar  and  Geography,  are  prepared  ; 
fifty  words  selected  for  a  test  in  Spelling  ;  exercises  in 
reading  the  various  books  in  use  in  the  Grammar 
Schools  ;  specimens  of  Penmanship,  and  a  brief  essay, 
on  some  simple  subject,  suggested  by  the  teacher  at  the 
time,  and  to  be  written  m  his  presence.  This  examina- 
tion which  lasts  four  days,  is  quite  exacting,  and,  occa- 
sionally, a  considerable  number  fail,  who  are  sent  back 
to  the  Grammar  School  for  another  year. 

The  programme  of  studies  for  the  High  School  has 
been  thoroughly  re-arranged  for  the  coming  year.  In 
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the  former  programme,  each  study,  with  the  exception  of 
the  languages,  was  completed  in  one  year,  then  laid  aside 
without  the  possibility  of  review.  As  the  course  in  the 
High  School  requires  four  years,  the  scholars  being 
young,  they  forgot,  before  they  had  finished,  much  that 
they  had  learned  in  the  beginning.  The  disciplinary 
effect  of  these  studies  must,  of  coarse,  remain  ;  but 
exactness  and  thoroughness  of  knowledge  are  certainly 
lost.  It  was  thought  that  an  improvement  might  be 
made,  if  the  number  of  studies  were  reduced  as  far  as 
the  wants  of  this  community  would  allow,  and  thus  ren- 
der it  possible  to  continue  the  studies,  once  begun,  to  the 
end  of  the  course.  This  lias  been  done  :  and  the  course 
of  study  now  consists  of  History,  Literature,  Physics, 
Geometry  and  the  three  languages,  French,  German 
and  Latin.  The  languages  are  elective  ;  the  other 
branches  are  required.  At  their  entrance  into  the 
school,  scholars  take  up  those  studies  which  are  required, 
and  those  which  they  elect,  with  the  exception  of  French, 
which  is  deferred  till  the  beginning  of  the  second  year, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  branches  thus  begun  are 
to  claim  their  entire  attention  as  long  as  they  remain  in 
the  school.  The  instruction  in  History  for 'the  first  year 
will  be  based  on  two  text-books  of  the  Freeman  Series  ; 
the  History  of  England  and  Scotland.  The  History 
of  France  and  Germany  will  occupy  the  second  year  ; 
thai  of  Greece  and  Homo,  the  third  ;  and  a  review  of 
the  whole  in  a  text-book  of  General  History,  the  fourth. 
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All  these  books  are  brief  in  statement,  simple  in  style 
and  easily  comprehended  by  young  persons.  The  schol- 
ars are  to  be  encouraged  to  read  and  investigate  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  text-books  ;  and  their  judgment  is  to  be 
brought  into  activity  with  much  more  solicitude  than 
their  memory.  An  effort  is  to  be  made  to  make  this  not 
a  study  of  war  alone,  but  a  study  of  the  natural  develop- 
ment of  society,  A  weekly  lesson  in  the  geography  of 
the  country,  the  history  of  which  is  being  studied,  will 
be  required.  With  the  exception  of  a  general  summary 
at  the  close  of  the  course,  the  study  of  English  Litera- 
ture is  to  consist  wholly  in  reading  the  best  writings  of 
the  most  distinguished  authors,  and  in  the  acquisition  of 
all  the  collateral  information  necessary  to  a  just  appre- 
ciation of  the  books  required  to  be  read,  including  a 
weekly  lesson  in  English  Grammar.  This  training  is  to 
take  the  place  of  all  memorizing  of  books  about  the 
history  of  English  Literature,  written  by  learned  men, 
and  beyond  the  powers  of  young  scholars  to  appreciate. 
It  is  all  to  be  original  work  on  the  part  of  the  scholar 
under  the  guidance  of  a  skilful  teacher.  In  such  prac- 
tice, continued  for  four  years,  a  scholar  must  acquire 
the  power  of  directing  his  own  mind,  of  forming  his  own 
judgments  concerning  the  merits  of  any  book  which  may 
engage  his  attention.  This  must  be  a  much  more  valu- 
able acquisition  than  any  that  can  come  from  committing 
to  memory  text-books  of  Rhetoric,  or  volumes  of  ready- 
made  criticism. 
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In  reference  to  Science,  the  practice  in  the  High 
School  has  been,  during  the  first  year,  to  take  up 
Physics  and  Chemistry,  using  as  text-books  the  Science 
Primers  ;  a  larger  work  on  Physics  occupied  the  second 
year  ;  Chemistry  and  Physical  Geography  were  the 
studies  of  the  third,  and  Geology  that  of  the  fourth 
year.  In  this  arrangement,  it  was  found  that  the 
sciences  taught  were  not  closely  enough  related,  and, 
consequently,  covered,  or  partially  covered,  too  large  a 
field,  and  that  reviewing  in  one  year  what  had  been 
done  in  the  preceding  was  impracticable.  It  was,  there- 
fore, decided  to  contract  somewhat  the  course  of  study 
in  Science,  and,  in  rendering  it  more  specific,  to  make 
the  scholar's  knowledge  more  exact  and  thorough.  For 
this  purpose,  the  department  of  Physics,  the  most 
important  of  the  Sciences,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  one  to 
which  all  attention  should  be  given  during  the  course  of 
four  years  at  the  High  School.  For  the  future,  a  very 
simple  text  book  will  form  the  basis  of  instruction  for 
the  first  year  ;  for  the  second,  a  more  advanced  one, 
including  what  was  in  the  smaller  and  something  more, 
of  course  ;  the  third  and  fourth  are  to  be  occupied  in 
the  same  way,  until,  finally,  by  reviewing  and  advanc- 
ing, the  scholar  finishes  his  course,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
acquires  some  completeness  of  knowledge.  Throughout 
the  course  of  instruction,  every  principle  is  to  be  illus- 
trated by  experiment,  so  far  as  time  and  instruments  on 
hand  will  permit.    This  programme  does  not  forbid  an 
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occasional  side  issue  into  related  sciences,  the  general 
principles  of  which  must  be  understood,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  the  science  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  course. 
The  end  always  to  be  kept  in  view  in  this  scientific 
training  is  to  increase  the  interest  in  all  natural  phe- 
nomena, to  sharpen  the  observing  powers,  and  to 
cultivate  self-reliance  in  the  scholars. 

In  the  re-adjustment  of  the  programme,  great  import- 
ance has  been  given  to  Geometry  ;  it  is  to  be  studied  in 
each  of  the  years  of  the  course.  The  conviction  that 
it  was  necessary  to  concentrate  attention  on  specific 
studies  for  a  long  time,  in  order  for  young  persons  to 
get  any  trustworthy  knowledge,  rendered  the  rejection 
of  the  other  branches  of  Mathematics,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  little  Algebra,  unavoidable.  Geometry  is  the 
basis  of  all  exact  science,  and,  excepting  Arithmetic, 
the  most  useful  to  all  classes  of  men.  This  justifies  the 
time  given  to  it  in  the  present  arrangement.  No  text- 
book is  used  in  the  first  two  years  ;  and  the  only  time 
required  of  the  scholars  is  the  recitation  hour.  No 
exact  and  formal  demonstration  is  sought  after,  but  the 
truth  contained  in  a  proposition  is  brought  out  by  any 
means  at  hand,  chiefly,  by  inspection.  All  technical 
terms  are  introduced  as  they  are  needed  ;  no  memor- 
izing is  possible.  Teacher  and  scholars  seem  to  be 
greatly  interested  in  the  process,  and  this  appears  to 
be  the  natural  way  to  approach  the  subject.  As  schol- 
ars very  soon  acquire  the  little  Geometry  applicable  in 
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the  beginning  of  Physics,  it  is  quite  easy  now  to  talk  to 
them  intelligibly  on  the  subjects  of  their  lessons. 

There  is  nothing  taught  in  the  schools  that  has  cost 
so  much  trouble  and  produced  so  little  result  as  English 
Composition.  It  is  attended  to  so  little  in  schools  gen- 
erally, that  teachers  seldom  seem  to  think  it  necessary  to 
qualify  themselves  in  any  special  manner  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  the  art  of  writing  our  own  language.  It  costs, 
too,  a  great  deal  of  work  outside  of  school  hours/  making 
a  difficulty  not  easily  overcome.  Add  to  these  hin- 
drances the  fact  that  almost  all  young  scholars  look  on 
this  work  with  a  certain  dread,  and  put  off  to  the  last 
moment  any  task  of  this  kind,  and  bestow  upon  it  the 
least  amount  of  application,  and  we  have  reasons  enough 
for  its  general  neglect.  The  matter  is  so  organized  now, 
however,  in  all  of  the  schools  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
satisfactory  results  will  soon  appear.  In  all  the  schools 
above  the  Primaries,  the  teachers  will  give  the  subject 
the  most  careful  attention  ;  in  the  Grammar  Schools,  it 
must  receive  systematic  treatment,  and  in  the  High 
School  it  occupies  a  place  so  prominent  that  a  failure  to 
meet  the  requirements  can  scarcely  occur.  Now  that 
this  machinery  is  all  fairly  in  motion,  it  seems  impos- 
sible that  the  results  should  disappoint  any  reasonable 
expectation. 

The  languages  taught  in  the  High  School  receive 
each  just  double  the  time  given  to  any  other  branch,  and 
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this,  although  apparently  out  of  proportion,  is  unavoid- 
able, if  that  is  to  be  accomplished  which  all  may 
reasonably  expect,  which  is  the  power  to  read  these 
languages,  with  tolerable  ease,  at  sight. 

Wherever  text-books  have  been  thrown  aside  in  the 
new  arrangement  of  studies,  the  design  of  the  change 
was  to  throw  more  responsibity  upon  the  teacher  ;  to 
render  it  necessary  that  more  thought  should  be  put  into 
the  work  of  teaching  ;  that  the  work  assigned  should  be 
adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  class  ;  that  mechanical 
treatment  of  the  subject  should  be  avoided,  and  that  a 
more  personal  interest  should  be  put  into  the  instruction. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  these  things  will  be  accomplished 
by  removing  the  text-books  from  the  hands  of  the  schol- 
ars. Of  course,  this  arrangement  will  make  a  demand  for 
greater  intelligence  and  more  preparation  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher.  To  meet,  in  some  measure,  this  increased 
demand,  a  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the  town  has  been 
established,  to  take  place  twice  a  month,  at  which  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  science,  after  previous  investigation, 
are  discussed,  and  their  relation  to  the  work  of  the 
school-room  pointed  out.  For  the  present,  the  various 
topics  of  Physical  Geography  are  under  investigation, 
and  as  this  science  is  most  intimately  connected  with  sub- 
jects which  occupy  the  attention  of  teachers  every  day, 
they  must  already  realize  how  advantageous  it  is  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  science  of  the  day,  which  is  expanding  in 
all  directions,  and  absorbing  more  and  more  thought. 
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As  soon  as  a  new  subject  of  study  is  required,  the 
leading  facts  and  principles  of  Astronomy  may  engage 
our  attention.  Latitude  and  Longitude,  the  changes  of 
the  seasons,  the  phenomena  of  the  daily  revolution  of 
the  earth,  the  causes  of  the  tides,  ought  to  be  explained 
more  or  less  fully  to  the  children  of  our  schools,  so  that 
they  may  not  grow  up  in  ignorance  of  the  most  common, 
yet  most  wonderful  facts  of  daily  life.  To  meet  these 
questions  in  school  as  occasions  arise,  requires  unusual 
attainments  in  the  teacher. 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Physiology  would  amply 
repay  the  teacher  for  any  time  spent  in  getting  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  leading  features  of  the  structure  and  life  of 
animals  and  plants,  as  these  furnish  daily  opportunities 
for  attractive  discussion  wherever  there  are  children. 

Civil  History  is  a  never-failing  storehouse  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  various  character,  which  the  well- 
informed  teacher  can  always  turn  to  profitable  use. 

All  these  great  departments  of  learning  may,  in  their- 
turn,  come  up  for  discussion  at  these  meetings,  and  serve 
as  subjects  of  private  investigation  at  home.  Of  course, 
these  studies  will  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  any  brief 
text-book  which  may  be  found  convenient  for  occasional 
use.  The  zeal  with  with  the  teachers,  thus  far,  have 
used  the  books  of  the  Public  Library,  guarantees  a 
thorough  treatment  of  any  subject  which  may  hereafter 
engage  their  attention. 
8 
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I  feel  the  liveliest  interest  in  these  meetings,  because 
I  see  in  them  a  promise  of  security  against  the  unreason- 
ing conservatism  of  the  unprogressive  teacher  ;  and 
because  I  see  in  them  the  possibility  of  improvement 
in  the  character  of  the  instruction  given  in  the  public 
schools. 

CHARLES  BURTON, 

Supt.  of  Schools. 


The  School  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add 
but  little  to  the  detailed  and  exhaustive  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  school  appropriation  is  over- 
drawn one  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
cents. 

It  became  necessary  during  the  year  to  enlarge  the 
school  building  upon  the  South  Pond  road,  at  the  south 
part  of  the  village,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  was  spent  for  that  purpose.  This  outlay  was  not 
anticipated,  or  provided  for,  when  the  estimate  was 
made  up  for  schools  at  the  annual  meeting. 

We  append  the  expenditures  for  schools  the  past 
year,  and  recommend  that  sixteen  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools  for  the  current 
year. 
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EXPENDITURES  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE 


YEAR  1878. 

Teachers  and  superintendent   $13,698  60 

Eepairs   985  75 

Care  of  buildings   475  88 

Enlarging  school  houses  and  furniture 

for  same   1,066  33 

Fuel   625  02 

Books  and  apparatus   1,068  57 

Printing  :   47  50 

Horse  hire   193  00 

Incidentals   72  78 

 $18,233  43 

Overdrawn  in  previous  years   307  71 

$18,541  14 

Amount  to  credit  of  schools   18,431  26 

Overdrawn   $109  88 


The  School  Committee  hereby  adopt  the  fore- 
going report  of  the  Superintendent  of  schools  as  the 
report  of  the  School  Committee. 

WM.  H.  WHITMAN,  ] 

GEORGE  A.  TEWKSBURY,  | 

LEMUEL  BRADFORD,  2d,  I  School 

CHARLES  B.  STODDARD,  [  Committee. 
P.  N.  KNAPP, 

JAMES  D.  THURBER,  J 
Plymouth,  March  3d,  1879. 
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